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2015 Homestead Credit
Refund for Homeowners and
Renters Property Tax Refund

Forms and Instructions

Tired of filling

out paper forms?
Homeowners can file
online for free!

Go to:
www.revenue.state.mn.us
and click on “Property Tax Refund”
under “For Individuals™ to get started!

Want to get your
refund faster?

Choose direct deposit!
See page 11 for details.

MINNESOTA* REVENUE

Special Property Tax

Programs

Senior Citizens Property Tax
Deferral Program

What is it?

The Senior Citizens Property Tax Deferral
Program may allow you to postpone pay-
ing—or defer—a portion of your homestead
property taxes, as well as special assess-
ments.

If you are eligible and wish to participate in
the program, you will need to pay no more
than 3 percent of your household income
(as stated on line 6 of the return) toward
your property taxes on your homestead each
year. The state will loan you the remaining
amount—the deferred tax—and will pay it
directly to your county.

You must pay the deferred tax plus interest
back to the state. Also, when you apply for

a homestead credit refund or when you are
due a state income tax refund, your refund
will be applied to your deferred property tax
total. You will be notified when a refund is
used to reduce the amount of your deferred
tax.

1f you participate, a tax lien will be placed
on your property. You, or your heirs, will
need to repay the deferred amount before
you can transfer title of the property.
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If you qualify and wish to participate, you
must apply by July 1 to defer a portion of
the following years property tax. Applica-
tions are available at www.revenue state.
mun.us or from your county auditor’s office.

For questions related only to this program,
call 651-556-4803.

Special Homestead
Classification for certain
persons who are blind or

disabled

What is it?

The Special Homestead Classification (class
1b) provides a reduced property tax clas-
sification rate on the first $50,000 of market
value of a qualifying person’s homestead.

Eligibility Requirements

To receive the special classification on the
qualifying persons homestead, you must ap-
ply to your county assessor by October 1st
for taxes payable the next year.

For this property tax classification, a quali-
fying individual is generally someone who
is blind or permanently and totally disabled:

Blind: A person is considered blind if an
eye doctor has determined their visual acu-
ity does not exceed 20/200 or their field of




Minnesota Property Tax Refund

Do you own your home?
If your property is classified as your homestead,
there are two property tax refund programs that

may be for you
* CRegular property tax refund;
You may quality if your 2015 household income

is less than $107,930.

*CSpecial property tax refund;>
You may quality if your property taxes this year
were at least 12 percent higher than last year
and you owned and lived in your home on
January 2 of each year. The increase must be at

MINNESOTA® REVENUE least $100. There is no income limit.

Regular property tax refund:
You may qualify if your 2015 household income is
less than $58,490.




Renters Only Refund Table
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Senior Citizen Property Tax Deferral

Program Requirements
65 years of age or older

Total household income no
more than $60,000

Owned and lived in the
property for at least 15
years

No State or Federal tax
liens on the property

Debt cannot exceed 75% of
assessor’s value

Programs Benefits

Limits the maximum
amount of property tax to
3% of total household
iIncome

Provides predictability. The
amount of tax you pay will
stay the same as long as
you remain in the program.



Example

First year household Income: $15,000

Cap on property taxes: 3%
Maximum amount of taxes: S 450
Owners annual tax bill: S 2,450
Paid by the owner: S 450
Paid by the State* S 2,000

*The 52,000 would be the amount of the loan from
the state and interest would be charged on it.



Special Program for
Blind or Disabled Homeowners

Program Requirements Programs Benefits
Blind as defined in M.S. First 550,000 market value
256D.35 or spouse has a class rate of 0.45

percent of its market value
Permanently and totally

disabled or spouse



Disabled Veterans’ Homestead
Property Tax Exclusion

Program Requirements Programs Benefits

Veterans with 70% or
more permanent and
total Service-Connected

(SC) disability

Surviving spouse or
Primary Caregiver of a
70% or more permanent
and totally disabled
veteran

Surviving spouse of a
service member who dies
while on active duty

Up to $150,000 of market
value is excluded from
property taxes for veterans
with 70% SC disability or
greater

Up to $S300,000 of market
value is excluded from
property taxes for veterans

with 100% SC disability



Questions

Patrick Todd
Minneapolis City Assessor
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