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Introduction and Background:

Project Location Blaisdell Ave S
Project Limits From 29" St W to 40" St E
Project Length 1.2 Miles
MSA Designation MSA
ADTs 1,800-7,400 (2015)
Year Built 1975
PCI 68/100 “Fair” (measured in 2010, seal coated in 2013)
ROW 80 feet
Street Typology Local Street
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Blaisdell Ave S Project Limits (with extension to 29" St W)
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Project Overview and Scope:

Project Objective

The objective of the project is to provide a protected bikeway connection on Blaisdell Ave S between
29" 5t W and 40™ st w.

Scope

The scope of the project includes the activities listed below.

e Evaluation of different protected bikeway alternatives
* Identification of a preferred protected bikeway alternative
s Seek stakeholder input on preferred alternative

* Signing, striping, pavement marking

Key Issues:

+ Traffic volumes

¢ Bicycle intersection design

* Avariance will be required to reconfigure the one-way street to have one travel lane

The scope of the project does not include (exceptions):

¢ Resurfacing or seal coat
¢ Moving curb lines
¢ Realignment of intersections

¢ Purchasing right-of-way

The following areas of scope are uncertain or have not been fully defined.

Feasibility of attaining a variance

Alternative means of vertical protection other than a painted buffer and flexible delineators
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Project Justification

The Blaisdell Ave S project is recommended in the 2015 Protected Bikeways Update to the Bicycle
Master Plan. Blaisdell Ave S is a high-demand corridor for bicycling, carrying between 110 and 330
bicyclists per day. A protected bikeway creates a more comfortable space for bicyclists to ride that is
physically separated from motor vehicle traffic. A separated facility can attract a wider demographic of
riders and can help the City achieve its goal of increasing bicycling in Minneapolis.

General Information:

] Project Team

o]
o]

Project Lead: Simon Blenski

The Project’s core team includes: Simon Blenski (TPP), Bev Warmka (TED), Allan
Klugman (TPS), Steve Collin {TMR)

The Project team includes: Simon Blenski (TPP), Bev Warmka (TED), Allan Klugman (TPS),
Steve Collin (TMR), Mitchell Sawh {SSW)

The major stakeholders include: The City of Minneapolis, Ward 8, Lyndale and King Field
neighborhoods, Bicycle Advisory Committee, and adjacent residents

. Schedule

C

C
C
o]
G

December 2015-January 2016 - Preliminary Design Process
February-March 2016 - Stakeholder Meetings

March 2016 — State Aid Variance Committee Meeting
April-May 2016 - Final Design

June 2016

. Funding and Budget

Funding Sources 2015 Total
Net Debt Bonds {BIK28) $250,000 $250,000
Total $250,000 $250,000
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Right-of-Way & Existing Design

Approximate Existing Cross-section facing south
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Right-of-Way & Existing Design
Between 29™ St W and 31% St W, the existing street is one-way and is 48-56" in width. The
sidewalk width varies. Between 31 St W and 40™ St W, the existing street is one-way and is 36’

in width. Sidewalk width is &',

Traffic Control
There are signals at Lake St W, 31% St W, 35™ St W, 36™ St W, and 38" St W. The remaining

intersections are stop controlled.

Bicycles
There is one-way 6’ conventional bike lane on the west side of the street. There are between

110 and 330 daily bicyclists.

Parking and Curbside Uses
Between 29" St W and 31° st W, there is parking on the west side of the street. Between 31% St

W and 40" st W, there is parking on the east side of the street.

Transit
The Route 18 operates on Blaisdell between 29" St W and 31° St W. Metro Transit’s Nicollet

Garage is located on 31% St E between Nicollet Ave S and Blaisdell Ave S.

Land Use
Blaisdell Ave S connects the Lyndale and King Field neighborhoods. Land uses primarily include

single-family and multi-family residential.
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Recommended Design

The recommended design between 29" St W and 31% St W, is a 11-16’ protected bike lane. A protected
bike lane can be installed while maintaining two travel lanes on Blaisdell Ave S. For this segment of the
project, parking is proposed to be removed from the west side of the street and installed on the east
side of the street.

The recommended design between 31 St W and 40" St W is a 15’ one-way protected bike Jane on the
west side of Blaisdell Ave S, The recommended one-way bike lane is 7" wide with a 8’ buffer between
the adjacent travel lane. This concept requires removing one existing travel lane, leaving one remaining
travel lane. Removing a travel lane will require a variance because MSA rules require two thru lanes on
one-way streets. Approaching signalized intersections, mixing zones will be developed to establish a
right turn lane space and limited parking will be removed on the east side of the street to develop left
turn lanes. Project elements include pavement markings, signage and vertical delineators in the
protected buffer zone. Alternative methods of vertical protection may be explored based on curb side
uses, drainage, user safety, and the project budget.
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Turn lanes provided at signolized intersections



City of Minneapolis Transportation Planning and Engineering
Blaisdell Ave 5 Protected Bikeway
Capital Project Rationale and Overview

5/2/2016
Example of mixing zone on 26" St E
Design Changes
% Core
Date Design Change Rationale Team
Complete
Member
30 Variance approved for Variance is required for
4/11/16 i . one thru lane Simon
configuration between . . I
31% St W and 407 St W, configuration on a one- Blenski
way sireet.
30 Consistent with Bicycle
Master Plan, minimal
5/2/16 Northern project limits | impact to existing Simon
extended to 29" St w. operations and parking, Blenski
and feasible within the
2016 project budget.
60
90
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Appendix:

Resources

The following resources provide additional project background information:

Access Minneapolis Design Guidelines for Streets and Sidewalks
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/trans-plan/DesignGuidelines.asp

Access Minneapolis Citywide Transportation Action Plan
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/trans-plan/CitywideActionPlan.asp

Bicycle Master Plan
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/bicycles/WCMS1P-135610

Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/bicycles/res/WCMS1P-135614

NACTO Urban Bikeway Design Guide
http://nacto.org/cities-for-cycling/design-guide/
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