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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

I‐35W Transit Access Project
Chapter 152 Bridges Project
Rehabilitation Project

A Partnership Between

MnDOT

Hennepin County

City of Minneapolis

Metro Transit
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Project Timeline
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December 
1998

• Initiation of 
the Lake 
Street Access 
Project by 
Hennepin 
County

January 
2004

• Lake Street 
Access 
Concept 
Approval

2004 to 
2010

• Lake Street 
Access 
Project goes 
on hiatus

January 
2005

• Final Report 
35W Bus 
Rapid Transit 
Study

December 
2007

• City Council 
resolution 
and project 
reboot

2008 to 
2009

• Feasibility 
Study

2010 to 
2016

• Transit 
Access 
Project 
development

2017

• Construction 
begins
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The Reboot – Why and What
• Lake Street Access Project:

• Estimated to exceed $500 million
• Would not advance transit

• In 2007 the City requested a fiscally responsible plan 
and in 2012 the City approved the following project 
elements:
1. A high quality inside lane multi‐modal BRT station at Lake 

Street
2. A high quality bike and pedestrian connection to the 

Midtown Greenway
3. A new exit from southbound I‐35W to Lake Street
4. A new exit from northbound I‐35W to 28th Street

The current proposal provides each of these elements.
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The push for Transit
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Future 38th Street*

Future to Lakeville*

* Potential future project elements
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The Importance of Transit
• I‐35W = busiest highway in Minnesota AND the most 
heavily used express corridor in the region with 14,000 
rides per day

• Route 21 on Lake Street is also a vital transit corridor 
averaging 14,000 rides per day

• These two corridors intersect in a transit dependent 
community

• Orange Line will offer frequent, reliable all day service 
including reverse commute opportunities

• The Lake Street station is expected to serve 100 buses 
in the peak hour‐peak direction

• Between 1 and 2 buses every minute
• REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT station
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The Series of Projects

• Jim Grube, 
Hennepin County
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Transit Access Project
• High‐quality multi‐modal transit station

• High‐quality connection to Midtown Greenway

• Southbound exit to Lake Street

• Northbound exit to 28th St
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Lake Street Station

8

Regionally Significant Station
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Freeway Level

Lake Street 
Level

Lake Street Station

Midtown Greenway Connection
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Separated bicycle and 
pedestrian paths

Landscaping

East‐West connections at 
Greenway and 31st Street
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New Access
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SB Exit to Lake 
Street

NB Exit to 28th

Street

Chapter 152 Bridges
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Existing 
Braid Bridge

Proposed 
Braid Bridge
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Chapter 152 Bridges
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Existing Flyover 
Bridge

Proposed 
Flyover Bridge

24th Street Pedestrian Bridge
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Existing conditions = 
narrow, poor sight lines

Proposed conditions = 14 feet 
wide, good sight lines, lighting
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Rehabilitation Project

• Project Limits from 43rd Street to 33rd Street

• Establishes transit advantage/HOV lane on SB I‐
35W between 33rd Street and 46th Street

• Upgrades the pavement

• Replaces 40th Street Pedestrian Bridge

• Rehabilitates 38th Street bridge

15

A Special Thanks
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