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Request for Committee Action 
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From: Public Works Department 
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Programming  
File type:  Action 
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Subject:  
Lake Street from Blaisdell Ave S to 5th Ave S: Reconstruction layout approval and MSA variance 
 
Description:  
1. Approving the Hennepin County Layout for County State Aid Highway 3 (CSAH 3), Lake 

Street Reconstruction between Blaisdell Ave S to 5th Ave S. 
 

2. Supporting a formal request submitted by Hennepin County Transportation Department for 
a variance from Municipal State Aid (MSA) Rules for the travel lane width, curb reaction 
distance, and parking lane width for the full length of the Lake Street Reconstruction 
project. 

 
Previous Actions:  
None. 
 
 
Ward/Address:  
Wards: 6, 8, 9, 10 
 
Background/Analysis:  
Scope:  
The proposed project consists of reconstructing Lake Street (CSAH 3) from Blaisdell Ave S to 5th 
Ave S that are not included as a part of the I-35W Transit/Access project. This project includes 
the segments between Blaisdell Ave S to 1st Ave S and 3rd Ave S to 5th Ave S, whereas the I-
35W Transit/Access project includes the segment of Lake Street between 1st Ave S and 3rd Ave 
S. The project will include full removal of the existing road, replacing the paving, base, curb, 
gutter, signage and striping, traffic control systems, storm drains, driveways, street lighting, and 
sidewalks. Streetscaping is included as a part of the project as well. The proposed project is 
scheduled to be constructed as a part of the I-35W Transit/Access project, which is scheduled to 
start construction in Summer 2017. This is the last remaining segment of Lake Street to be 
reconstructed between Dupont Ave S and West River Parkway, with other sections being 
reconstructed between 2004 and 2010. 
 

Layout: 
The County is leading the reconstruction project, in partnership with the City, Metro Transit and 
MnDOT. Project partners conducted numerous stakeholder meetings beginning in the spring of 
2016 and held two public meetings in conjunction with the I-35W Transit/Access project to 
solicit community input about the project and present the recommended layout. The layout will 



consist of two drive lanes in each direction with left turn lanes at key intersections. Designs for 
this stretch of Lake Street were coordinated with the planning and engineering work being 
completed for the I-35W Transit/Access project, as well as the other segments of Lake Street 
that were recently reconstructed. 
 
The entire width of the right-of-way will be reconstructed. Pedestrian safety will be enhanced by 
the reduction of travel lanes and the inclusion of curb bump-outs. These items will decrease the 
distance to cross Lake Street and allow for additional space for streetscaping. The proposed 
layout is attached. 
 
Staff has been engaged with neighborhood and business representatives, as well as the 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committees to gather feedback on the project’s recommended 
layout. These meetings have been ongoing since March 2016. 
 
Formal Request for Variance:  
MSA Rule 8820.9936 requires a minimum width of 11 foot travel lanes, a 2 foot curb reaction 
distance, and 10 foot parking lanes for four-lane arterial roadways. The County has proposed 
10.83 foot travel lanes, 1.5 foot curb reaction distance, and 8 feet for parking lanes along this 
corridor. The additional space will allow for additional space for a wider pedestrian realm. The 
County has requested the City’s support of the variance from the MSA Rule. 
 
 
Financial Review:  
No financial impact. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Proposed Project Layout 
 
cc: CM Warsame - Ward 6 and CM Cano - Ward 9 


