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Energy Benchmarking 
This image cannot currently be displayed.



Energy Benchmarking 

On-going review of building energy performance to 
ensure building is using energy as anticipated with 

regard to operations and improvements. 

 • Goals: 
• Understand our large building market 
• Identify buildings with potential for savings 
• Help buildings manage energy expenses 
• Show progress 
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Timeline 
This image cannot currently be displayed.

new in this report! 



The Program 

• Benchmarking tool: 
 
 

• Data collection process: 
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Building manager 
enters data into 

Portfolio Manager 

Building manager 
submits data to 
City via Portfolio 

Manager 

Data is analyzed 
and feedback given 

in scorecard 



The Program 

• Compliance assistance for commercial buildings 
50,000+ ft2 

• Workshops 
• Helpline 
• RETAP (Retired Engineers Technical Assistance Program) 
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Results 
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Understand our large building 
market 

               
Private Buildings 

    171 
Public Buildings 

> 100,000 sqft 
179  79  

50k-100k sqft 
Buildings 
Analyzed 

429 



Most Common Property Types by 
Count 

Remaining types 20% 



Largest Area by Property Type 

Remaining types 22% 



Context 

 

  
  

 

Represents 

50% of all 

commercial 
building space 



ENERGY STAR Score 

78 68 

Median 
Score 

74 

1  
Inefficient 

100 
Efficient 

50  
National Median 

Public Private 



90+% 
as of August 31st 

Response Rate 
10%, No Response 11%, Exempt 

89%, Submitted 



Understand our large building 
market recap 

Buildings 
Analyzed 

429 

Represents 

50% of all 

commercial 
building space 

Median 
ENERGY STAR 

Score 

74 

Response Rate 

90+% 
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Identify potential savings 

$52,000 
savings 

annually 

$24,000,000 
savings 

annually 



Identify buildings with savings 
potential 

• hospitals 
• hotels 
• worship facilities 

 
 

• public schools 
• individual offices 
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Show progress 
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Celebrate Success 

• Building Energy Performance Awards 
 

• DelaSalle High School 
• 33 South Sixth 
• Doubletree Hotel 
• Minnehaha Academy South 
• Broadway Place West 
• Residence Inn City Center 
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Broadway Place West – 42 kBtu/sft/yr 



Recognition 

• Environmental 
Initiative Award 
Finalists 

• #13 metro nationally 
with the most ENERGY 
STAR certified 
buildings 
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Next Steps 
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Next Steps 

• New! Benchmarking 
Management System 
 

• New! Xcel Benchmarking 
Portal 
 

• New! 3 Initiatives 
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Initiative: Minneapolis Building 
Energy Challenge 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.minneapolisenergybenchmarking.org 



Initiative: Minneapolis ENERGY 
STAR Certification Grants 
• $500 grants toward $800 certification site visit 

 
 

www.minneapolisenergybenchmarking.org 



Initiative: Energy Efficiency Cost 
Share  
• Cost share up to $10,000 to help fund energy 

efficiency practices at Minneapolis benchmarked 
businesses. 
 
 
 
 

• Owners must be able to provide 80% matching 
funds for project.  
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CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 

Thank you! 
Katie Jones Schmitt 

Katie.schmitt@minneapolismn.gov 
612-741-0596 

www.minneapolisenergybenchmarking.org 

Center for Energy and Environment 
Retired Engineers Technical Assistance Program 
McKnight Foundation 
Energy Foundation 
MN Pollution Control Agency 
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