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Subject:  
Amendment 1 to Contract C-37733 with the University of Minnesota for Water Distribution 
System Research 
 
Description:  
Authorizing the proper City officials to amend the Contract C-37733 with the Board of Regents 
of the University of Minnesota to extend the contract end date from December 31, 2015 to 
December 31, 2016 with no change in contract amount.  Funds are available in the Division 
operating budget. 
 

Previous Actions:  
August 6, 2013 - Authorized execution of an agreement with the University of Minnesota’s 
Board of Regents to conduct research, perform testing, analyze, and make recommendations for 
water distribution system improvements. 
 
 
Background/Analysis:  
The goal of this research project is to maintain water quality and prolong the lifespan of the 
distribution system infrastructure by better understanding existing demands, flows, pressures, 
and water quality throughout the system and by utilizing the information to modify water 
treatment and distribution system maintenance and operation procedures. 
 
The original research project included three objectives: 1) conduct computer modeling of the 
distribution system to identify optimal areas for water quality modeling, 2) sample water and 
water main wall biofilms for microbiological analysis, and 3) perform statistical analysis of the 
data.  The second objective related to sampling and testing was expanded to include more 
specific testing and enhanced testing. Therefore staff recommends extending the contract 
deadline to fulfill the stated objectives.  
 
Financial Review:  
No additional appropriation required, amount included in current budget. 
 


