
Request for Committee Action 
 

To: Intergovernmental Relations  
Date: 8/13/2015 
From: Intergovernmental Relations Department 
Prepared by:     Loren Olson, Government Relations Representative 
Presented by:  Loren Olson, Government Relations Representative  
File type:  Receive & File 
Subcategory: Report 
 
 
Subject:  
Changes to runway use at MSP Airport 
 
Description:  
Receive report about the temporary suspension of certain operations on Runway 30-Left and 
Runway 35 at Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP).  The suspension reduces the 
arrival capacity of the airport when in a northerly flow.  
 
Previous Actions:  
None 
 
 
Ward/Neighborhood/Address:  
All Wards 
 
Background/Analysis:  
In a statement dated July 31, 2015 the Federal Aviation Administration said that as of July 24, the 
FAA temporarily suspended certain operations on Runway 30-Left and Runway 35 at Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport (MSP).  They explain that “these intersecting paths pose potential risks if a 
landing aircraft discontinues its approach and must go around, crossing the departure flight path for 
the other runway.” 
 
The FAA statement says the suspension is based on a National Transportation Safety Board 
recommendation to modify arrival and departure procedures at airports with runway configurations 
that create intersecting flight paths.  
 
This suspension reduces the airport’s capacity to receive arriving aircraft when flights are landing and 
departing in a northerly direction. Using these new procedures, the maximum hourly arrival rate is 
between 60 and 64 aircraft, down from a previous maximum of 90 aircraft. The statement says that 
the FAA and the National Air Traffic Controllers Association are evaluating options to increase arrival 
and departure rates while adhering to the new safety measures.  This has the potential to change 
runway use, operations and noise impacts at MSP.  
 
Financial Review:  
No financial impact. 
 
Attachments:  

1. FAA Statement, July 31 2015 


