
City of Minneapolis 

Request for Committee Action 
 

To: Zoning & Planning 
Date: 8/27/2015 
From: Community Planning & Economic Development 
Prepared by: Hilary Dvorak, Principal Planner 
Presented by:  Hilary Dvorak, Principal Planner 
File type:  Action 
Subcategory: Land Use Application 
 
 
Subject:  
Setback variance appeal: Peter Coyle with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, on behalf of CBS Corp. 
(WCCO), 89-91 10th St S and 1016 Marquette Ave. 
 
Description:  
Considering an appeal submitted by Peter Coyle with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, on behalf of 
CBS Corporation (WCCO), of the decision of the City Planning Commission approving with 
conditions a variance application (BZZ-7170) to reduce the south interior side yard setback from 
15 feet to one foot for the building wall, and to two inches for the balcony facing the property 
line, to allow construction of a 20-story, 293-unit residential building with ground floor 
commercial space, for the Handicraft Building City Apartments development located at 89-91 
10th St S and 1016 Marquette Ave. 
 
End of 60/120-Day Decision Period: The 120-day decision period ends on October 8, 2015. 
 
Previous Actions:  
On August 3, 2015, the City Planning Commission approved a variance application to reduce the 
south interior side yard setback from 15 feet to one foot for the building wall and to two inches 
for the balcony facing the property line for the proposed Handicraft Building City Apartments 
development located at 89-91 Tenth Street South and 1016 Marquette Avenue. 
 
As part of the City Planning Commission review, the following actions were also taken: 

7. Handicraft Building City Apartments, 89-91 10th St S and 1016 Marquette Ave, Ward 7 
Staff report by Hilary Dvorak, BZZ-7170 and Vac-1643 

The City Planning Commission adopted staff findings for the applications by Gretchen Camp 
with BKV Group, on behalf of Village Green Companies. 

A. Variance to reduce the width of the drive aisle. 

Action: Approved the variance application to reduce the width of the drive aisle from 22 
feet to 0 feet, subject to the following condition: 

1. A series of bollards shall be installed along the south and southeast sides of the 
Handicraft Guild Building in order to protect it from being damaged by maneuvering 
vehicles. 

Aye: Forney, Gisselman, Kronzer, Luepke-Pier and Slack 
Absent: Bender, Gagnon and Tucker 

B. Variance to reduce the south interior side yard setback. 
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Action: Approved the variance application to reduce the south interior side yard setback 
from 15 feet to one foot for the building wall and to two inches for the balcony facing 
the property line. 

Aye: Forney, Gisselman, Kronzer, Luepke-Pier and Slack 
Absent: Bender, Gagnon and Tucker 

C. Site plan review for an 18-story, 293 unit residential building with ground floor 
commercial space. 

Action: Approved the application for a 20-story, 293 unit residential building with 
ground floor commercial space, subject to the following conditions: 

1. Approval of the final site plan, landscaping plan, elevations and lighting plan by the 
Department of Community Planning and Economic Development. 

2. All site improvements shall be completed by September 11, 2017, unless extended 
by the Zoning Administrator, or the permit may be revoked for non-compliance. 

3. The generators, transformer and any other proposed mechanical equipment shall 
be screened per the requirements of Chapter 535, Regulations of General 
Applicability. 

4. The primary material on the lower two stories of the proposed building shall be 
brick on all four sides. 

5. There shall be at least four bicycle parking spaces provided along South 10th Street. 
6. There shall be at least two bicycle parking spaces provided in the building for the 

office uses. 
7. The top floor on the west elevation shall be designed so there aren’t any blank walls 

over 25 feet in length as required by section 530.120 of the zoning code. 
8. The EFIS panelized system shall include the weep system and shall include the 

protective coating for self-cleaning purposes. 
Aye: Gisselman, Kronzer and Slack 
Nay: Forney and Luepke-Pier 
Absent: Bender, Gagnon and Tucker 

D. Vacation of air rights over the public alley. 

Action: The City Planning Commission recommended that the City Council approve the 
application to vacate the air rights over part of the alley in Block 13 of Snyder & 
Company’s Addition. 

Aye: Forney, Gisselman, Kronzer, Luepke-Pier and Slack 
Absent: Bender, Gagnon and Tucker 

 
Ward/Neighborhood/Address:  
Ward 7 
Downtown West 
89-91 Tenth Street South and 1016 Marquette Avenue 

 
Background/Analysis:  
Peter Coyle with Larkin Hoffman Attorneys, on behalf of CBS Corporation (WCCO), regarding the 
decision of the City Planning Commission to approve a variance application to reduce the south 
interior side yard setback from 15 feet to one foot for the building wall and to two inches for the 
balcony facing the property line. The appellant is appealing the decision as they believe that the 
variance will be injurious to WCCO’s property and operations. 
 
Financial Review:  
No financial impact. 



 
Attachments:  

1. Appellant’s Statement 
2. Meeting Minutes 
3. CPED Staff Report and Attachments 


