
Request for Committee Action 
 

To: Transportation & Public Works  
Date: 8/25/2015 
From: Public Works Department 
Prepared by: David A. Herberholz, Director Solid Waste and Recycling 
Presented by:  David A. Herberholz, Director Solid Waste and Recycling   
File type:  Action 
Subcategory: RFP 
 
 
Subject:  
Request for Proposals for Recycling Processing 
 
Description:  
Authorizing staff to issue a Request for Proposals for recycling processing services. 
 
Previous Actions:  
October 5, 2012: Approve the RFP selection of Waste Management, Inc. for the processing and 
marketing of Minneapolis one-sort recyclable materials; and authorize negotiation and 
execution of a contract with Waste Management, Inc. for a three year term, with the option to 
extend annually for two years. 
 
July 20, 2012:  Authorize the appropriate City Officials to issue a Request for Proposal for the 
processing and Marketing of recyclables form one-sort recycling collection.  
 
 
Ward/Neighborhood/Address:  
All Wards 
 
Background/Analysis:  
The  City  of  Minneapolis,  Department  of  Public  Works  Solid  Waste  &  Recycling (SW&R) 
Division currently manages the collection, processing and marketing of recyclable materials in 
the City, providing service to approximately 105,323 residential dwelling units.  This includes all 
1-4 unit residential buildings and any buildings with five or more units that contract with the City 
for solid waste services.  The City also provides garbage and recycling services to an additional 
101 Parks, 193 Commercial properties and 41 City buildings.  The Division needs to procure 
environmentally friendly and cost-effective processing and marketing services for the collected 
recyclable materials.   
 
Staff recommends that a Request for Proposals be issued in order to select one or more 
qualified recycling materials processor to sort materials by commodity, bail and market these 
commodities, and provide a transparent revenue-sharing strategy with the City.  The City of 
Minneapolis currently contracts with Waste Management of Minnesota, Inc. for these services 
with the option of continuing this agreement through November 2017.  The desire to solicit 
proposals now is a calculated decision to allow potential recycling contractors time to construct 
a new recycling facility or retrofit an existing facility to accommodate the significant volume of 
recyclables from the City of Minneapolis. The additional time also enables recycling facilities to 
examine recycling contracts, volume and production in order to make decisions or adjustments 
that may make it possible to provide a beneficial proposal to the City. The department intends 
to request 5 and 10 year options in order to further increase the likelihood of competitive 
proposals.  



 
 
Financial Review:  
No financial impact. 
 
☐  Future budget impact anticipated. 
 
☒ Approved by the Permanent Review Committee.  
 
☒ Meets Small and Underutilized Business Program goals.   
 
 


