
 
 

Sabathani Community Center: We heard from Cindy Booker, Executive Director of Sabathani Community Center at 310 E 38th 
Street, about Sabathani’s goal to build a senior housing facility behind Sabathani Community Center.  

 
Currently Sabathani has forty-five tenants, mostly non-profit organizations, in addition to these outreach 
programs:  
· Family resources, including food and clothing shelves, tax assistance, back to school supplies, Toys for Tots. 
· Youth programming for pre k-14 years old. (Available on a sliding scale fee.) 
· James G. Cook First Access Health Center, including free dental care for children ages 0-24 years on 

Tuesdays. 
· Senior programs. Ms. Booker is striving to create “additions to the traditions.” One of the large projects is building senior 
housing. 
 
Sabathani is attempting to add senior housing behind the current Sabathani Community Center and is taking next steps to look 
for funding and financing. Sabathani’s next step, within the next six months, is to reach out to the community through focus 
groups to get input for the proposed senior housing project. Sabathani’s vision is to provide a great place for our seniors to go 
so they don’t have to leave the community, where many of them have lived for most or all of their lives. Sabathani’s plan for 
senior housing would not eliminate the community garden that is currently behind Sabathani. 
 
Larry Tucker, the Executive Director of Kente Circle, 345 E 38th Street (SouthWest corner of 38th Street and 4th Avenue), 

introduced his business and its plan for growth. 
 

Kente Circle is a mental health agency that was founded in 2004 with people of color in mind. It was located 
in Sabathani Community Center for 8 years until it moved into its current location at 345 E 38th Street. 
Kente Circle’s owners are proud of the diversity of staff that represents our neighborhood, and their staff is 
growing rapidly. At this time they have 17 associates and 8 interns. They currently work both in clinic and 
have many contracts that take them off site. 

 
Kente Circle has purchased the vacant lot at 3800 4th Ave South and is considering an expansion of their physical building on 
this space. They would like more space for their employees and are hoping an expansion would allow for an on-site training 
facility. Kente Circle would also consider incorporating a retail or service space on the corner lot. They do not have specific plans 
yet and are looking for more community dialog. 
 
Anthony Taylor is the new owner of 3800 3rd Ave S. His family has been in the area for a long time, including owning 

businesses. His family currently owns Kingfield Family Dentistry at 17 E 38th Street, just east of Nicollet 
Avenue.  

  
Mr. Taylor hopes to open a bike-based business at 3800 3rd Ave S. As co-founder of the Major Taylor 
Bicycling Club, his goal is to get anyone that is able to bike, young and old, on a bike. HIs vision for 3800 3rd 
Ave S includes not just a place to sell bikes, but also a place to teach and train skills like how to bike, how to 
fix a bike, upgrade a bike, bike safety, and more. 

 
 

Mike Stebnitz owns a commercial building near the corner of 38th St and Chicago Ave. He’s also a commercial realtor trying to 
connect people to available spaces along E 38th Street.  

 Mr. Stebnitz discussed several properties along E. 38th St that are available currently or will be soon. Some 
of the properties are: 
· Sabathani Community Center, 310 East 38th Street - has available space for lease/rent. 
· Minneapolis Urban League, 411 East 38th Street - has available space for lease or rent. 
· Shree Satyam Mandir temple, 3759 4th Avenue South - while not listed for sale, this property is under 
utilized at a significant intersection, and would be a good candidate for redevelopment as a commercial or 

mixed-use space 
 
Mr. Stebnitz also discussed properties that are actively for sale/listed, and encouraged community members to be active in 
looking for buyers: 
· 3801 Park Avenue  
· 730 East 38th Street, the former home of 4 Points Body Gallery 
· 3725 Chicago Avenue, the former home of Furniture Liquidator 
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Summary and themes from small group discussions 
  
How can a development or business at this location contribute to the cultural identity of our community?  
How can the culture of the community influence a development or  business? 

• Bring more retail!   
• Training and skills development facilities are a community need 
• Space that features community gathering and enhances community connectedness 
• Culturally inclusive qualities are important 
• Add street vitality – windows, outside interest, art 
• Seek space for a Museum or archive for African American History 

  
How could the area around this development or business contribute to a connected and livable community? 

• Bring innovative business uses - maker space, fabrication space, arts uses 
• Provide space for community gathering 
• Healthy community services - gym, wellness-center, promoting healthy living 
• Promote local jobs, skills and training opportunities for individuals and businesses 
• Keep the community multi-generational – serve a range of ages 
• Enhance the public realm – walking connections, bicycling, transit,  

  
How would you define success? 

• “When everyone benefits from investment in the community” 
• More places for people to gather and connect, for work and pleasure 
• Building cross-cultural bridges 
• Businesses want to reinvest in the community 

 
Properties discussed include: 

 
Former Mattress Liquidator space, 3725-29 Chicago 

• Retail and arts-related uses 
• Mixed use opportunity - for housing and commercial 

3759  Ave S 
• “the current building is closed off looking -- put something vibrant outside” 

Kente Circle, 38th St and 4th Ave 
•  “Design an artistic front that is a cornerstone of the community” 
• Incorporate a “ multi-cultural eatery” or “Black-owned soul-food” 

Sabathani Community Center, 310 E 38th Street 
• Incorporate community gathering space - a place to gather and share ideas, a coffee shop with  

community meeting spaces 
• Include a health clinic for seniors 

3741 Chicago (Property for sale: former home of 4 Points Body Gallery) 
•     Opportunity for evening activity, exciting retail or service center opportunity 

3800 3rd Avenue South (New owner Anthony Taylor, Bicycle shop/repair facility proposed)  
• Proposed use would enhance community health 
• Promotes a connected community, through resources and opportunity for volunteers 

3801 Park Ave (Property for sale, long vacant) 
• Community gathering ideas (market, community ownership, collaborative retail space) 
• A variety of ideas for housing at this location 
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