
Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of                            

Community Planning & Economic Development 
 
Date:   January 20, 2015 
To:  Councilmember Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development 

and Regulatory Services Committee 
Referral to:  Councilmember John Quincy, Chair, Ways and Means Committee 
Subject:  1026 Plymouth Ave N lot beautification  

 
Recommendation:    
 

1. Accept and appropriate $17,144.77 from Hennepin County and/or The 
Ackerberg Group, Inc. to remove asphalt and seed a City-owned vacant 
industrial lot at 1026 Plymouth Ave N. 

2. Amend the 2015 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the 
Community Planning & Economic Development agency fund 01600-Other 
Grants-State and Local (01600-8900320) appropriation by $17,144.77.  

3. Increase the 2015 Revenue Budget for the Community Planning & Economic 
Development agency fund 01600-Other Grants-State and Local (01600-
8900900-321513) by $17,144.77. 

4. Authorize appropriate City staff to execute a memorandum of understanding 
with Hennepin County and The Ackerberg Group, Inc. as well as a contract 
with the Tree Trust as may be necessary to implement such activities. 

 
Previous Directives:  None 
 
Departmental Information 
Prepared by:  Beth Grosen, Senior Project Coordinator, 612-673-5002 
Approved by:  D. Craig Taylor,  Executive Director of CPED     ____________ 
                     Catherine A. Polasky, Director of Economic Policy & Development__________ 
Reviewed by Development Finance   X________ 
Presenter in Committee: Beth Grosen, Senior Project Coordinator, 612-673-5002  

Financial Impact 
  X     Action requires an appropriation increase to the Operating Budget 

Dept Name: CPED (8900320) 
Fund Name: 01600 - Other Grants – State & Local 
Amount: $17,144.77 
 

__X__Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  
Dept Name: CPED (8900900) 
Fund Name: 01600 - Other Grants – State & Local 
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Amount: $17,144.77 
 X  Action is within the business plan. 
 X  Other financial impact: Additional seasonal maintenance expense to mow the 
grass will be incurred by the City (as property owner) following seeding the 
property.   

Community Impact 
 
Neighborhood Notification: The Northside Residents Redevelopment Council (NRRC) 
discussed this at their meeting on Nov 10, 2014.  This action is included in a 
Community Benefits Agreement that NRRC negotiated with Hennepin County and 
the Ackerberg Group related to the new Hennepin County Social Services Hub. 
                                         
City Goals:  Great Places. 
 
Sustainability Targets:  
 
Comprehensive Plan: The proposed projects generally comply with the “land 
reclamation” and “providing a healthy environment” elements of The Minneapolis 
Plan for Sustainable Growth. 
 
Zoning Code: N/A 
 
Living Wage/Business Subsidy Agreement:            Yes____    No_X__ 
Job Linkage:                         Yes____    No_X__  

Background/Supporting Information 
 
The City of Minneapolis has owned the 1026 Plymouth Ave N. property at the 
northeast corner of Plymouth and Emerson since 1995.  The property formerly was 
a gas station.  The site is zoned I-1, but is quite small, at 17,280 sq. ft.   
 
The Ackerberg Group and Hennepin County staff, as part of community 
engagement related to the new Hennepin County Social Services Hub located 
across Plymouth Avenue immediately south at 1001 Plymouth Ave N., negotiated a 
Community Benefits Agreement with Northside Residents Redevelopment Council 
(NRRC) about their project. City staff and elected officials were not involved in the 
development of this Community Benefits Agreement.   The agreement includes 
three off-site improvements not part of the Hub facility itself: enhancements to the 
bus stop, addition of pedestrian street lights on several adjacent blocks, and visual 
enhancement to the City-owned lot. Hennepin County and The Ackerberg Group 
agreed to pay a total of $100,000 to address these three offsite elements. 
 
The City will receive the escrow funds of approximately $17,150 and hire Tree Trust 
to enhance the 1026 Plymouth site visually by: removing the broken asphalt, 
removing the ballards, installing a thin layer of black dirt, grading and hydro-
seeding to establish grass on the entire lot. Given the winter weather, the site work 
will be done in May or June. Tree Trust was chosen by Hennepin County to bid on 
the improvements based on several years of work with the County; the City of 
Minneapolis has also had considerable positive experience with this firm.   The 
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$17,150 bid from Tree Trust for the needed lot beautification activities has been 
reviewed and accepted by CPED, County and NRRC staff.  
 
City staff will supervise the site improvements and will contract to mow the site 
following the establishment of the turf. The long-term plan for the property remains 
to sell the property for industrial or commercial development. 
 
 

 


