
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Public Works 

 
Date:  November 10, 2014 
 
To:  Honorable Kevin Reich, Chair Transportation & Public Works Committee 
Referral to: Honorable John Quincy, Chair Ways and Means/Budget Committee 

 
Subject:  City of Minneapolis Submission for 2014 Regional Solicitation for 

Federal Transportation Funds  
 
 
Recommendation: 
 

A. Authorize proper city officers to submit a series of applications for federal 
transportation funds through the Metropolitan Council’s Regional 
Solicitation Program. 

B. Authorize proper city officers to commit local funds per federal 
requirement to support the approved projects. 

 
Previous Directives:   
 

• None  
 

Department Information:   
 
Prepared by:  Steven Hay, P.E., Transportation Planner, Transp. Planning & Programming,  
                    673-3884 

Don Elwood, P.E., Director, Transportation Planning & Engineering, 673-3622 
 

Approved by:  _______________________________________________ 

  Steven A. Kotke, P.E., Director of Public Works  
 
Presenter in Committee: Steven Hay, P.E., Transportation Planner, Transportation Planning  

  & Programming 
 
Reviews  
Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval N/A 
Civil Rights Approval Approval N/A 
Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval N/A 

 
 



Financial Impact   
Action is within the Business Plan 

Community Impact 
Living Well: Minneapolis is safe and livable and has an active and connected way of life.  
Great Places: Natural and built spaces work together and our environment is protected. 
A City that Works: City government runs well and connects to the community it serves.  

Supporting Information 
The City will prepare a series of applications for the 2014 Regional Solicitation for Federal 
Transportation Funds in response to the current Metropolitan Council solicitation. Below is a 
summary of the eligible project areas along with a brief description of eligible city projects. 
Each submission will require a minimum local match for construction in addition to the costs 
for design, engineering, administration and any additional construction costs to fully fund 
the project.  The available funding is for construction in 2018 and 2019.  
 
The Regional Solicitation for federal transportation project funding is part of the 
Metropolitan Council’s federally-required continuing, comprehensive, and cooperative 
transportation planning process for the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. The funding program 
and related rules and requirements are established by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (USDOT) and administered locally through collaboration with the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT). 
 
The following list of projects will be submitted in each program area. 
 

Project Name Program Requested 
Amount 

Minimum 
Local Match 

Required 

8th Street South Roadways $7,000,000 $1,750,000 
Broadway Street NE Roadways $7,000,000 $1,750,000 
10th Avenue SE Bridge Rehabilitation Roadways $7,000,000 $1,750,000 
40th Street Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Bridge over I-35@ 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $1,600,000 $400,000 

U of M Protected Bikeways Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $1,000,000 $250,000 

High Quality Connection between 
Orange Line Transit Station at Lake 
Street and the Midtown Greenway 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $2,880,000 $720,000 

North Loop Pedestrian 
Improvements 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $1,000,000 $250,000 

Emerson & Freemont Avenues North 
Pedestrian Improvements 

Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $1,000,000 $250,000 

High School Transit Connections Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Facilities $1,000,000 $250,000 

Totals   $29,480,000 $7,370,000 
 
 
Regional Solicitation Programs 
Recently, the Metropolitan Council and the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) carried out 
an extensive evaluation and redesign of the Regional Solicitation. Projects will now be 
submitted and evaluated based on mode rather than federal funding program (i.e., STP, 
CMAQ, and TAP). The application process has been streamlined and the modal approach 
provides TAB with more flexibility to match federal funding to the highest performing 
projects that are submitted. 
 



Applications are now grouped into three primary modal evaluation categories with each 
category including several sub-categories as detailed below: 
 
1. Roadways Including Multimodal Elements 

• Roadway Expansion 
• Roadway Reconstruction/Modernization 
• Roadway System Management 
• Bridges 

2. Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 
• Multiuse Trails and Bicycle Facilities 
• Pedestrian Facilities 
• Safe Routes to School Infrastructure 

3. Transit and Travel Demand Management (TDM) Projects 
• Transit Expansion 
• Travel Demand Management 
• Transit System Modernization 

 
 

The City will submit nine funding applications in the following program categories: 
 
1. Roadways including Multimodal Elements 
  Roadway Reconstruction 

• 8th Street S (Hennepin to Chicago) 
• Broadway Street NE (Stinson to Industrial Boulevard) 

 Bridges 
• 10th Avenue SE Bridge Rehabilitation 

 
2. Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities 
 Multiuse Trails & Bicycle Facilities 

• 40th Street Pedestrian & Bicycle Bridge over I-35W 
• U of M Protected Bikeways (19th Ave SE/15th Ave SE – Riverside Ave to NE 

Diagonal)  
• High Quality Connection between Orange Line Transit Station at Lake Street 

and the Midtown Greenway  
Pedestrian Facilities 

• North Loop Pedestrian Improvements 
• Emerson & Fremont Avenues North 

Safe Routes to School Infrastructure 
• High School Transit Connections 

 
Details of the nine proposed projects are described below. 
 
 

Roadways including Multimodal Elements 
 
8th Street South 
This project will reconstruct 0.72 miles of 8th Street in downtown from Hennepin Avenue to 
Chicago Avenue. The project will consist of complete removal and replacement of the 
pavement, curb and gutter, and driveways. The project will also include landscaping, 
pedestrian level street lighting, and upgraded signals where warranted. Sidewalks may also 
be replaced and widened, particularly at bus stop locations. 
 
Broadway Street NE 
This project will reconstruct approximately 0.8 miles of Broadway Street NE from Stinson 
Boulevard to Industrial Boulevard. A major component of this project is the construction of 
multimodal elements including the filling of sidewalk gaps and the construction of some type of 
bicycle facility. The bicycle facility could be on-street bike lanes or an off-street multiuse trail. 
 



10th Avenue SE Bridge Rehabilitation 
This project proposes to rehabilitate the reinforced concrete 10th Avenue Bridge over the 
Mississippi River. This will address the ongoing deterioration of concrete areas on the 
bridge’s spandrel columns, floor beams, arches, and deck.  The total construction cost for 
the bridge rehabilitation is approximately $22 Million to $42 Million, depending on specific 
elements of the project.  A previous federal allocation of $3.3 Million must be turned back in 
order to be eligible to apply for funds through this Regional Solicitation.   
 
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities 
 
40th Street Pedestrian Bridge Over 35W  
This project is the renovation of the 40th Street Pedestrian Bridge over 35W to include trail 
widening, structural improvements, and aesthetic enhancements. This project is part of the 
RiverLake Greenway Corridor from the Chain of Lakes to the Mississippi River. The bridge is 
functionally obsolete and marginally serves its current purpose. As a primary bicycle artery for 
Minneapolis, the bridge should meet current geometric standards for a shared-use facility to 
safely convey pedestrians and bicyclists over I-35W. The proposed project would widen the 
deck of the bridge to accommodate bicycle users, raise the bridge, and improve its aesthetics.  
 
U of M Protected Bikeways 
Protected bikeways would be installed on 19th Avenue SE from Riverside Avenue, across the 
10th Avenue Bridge to University Avenue, and on 15th Avenue SE from University Avenue to 
Como Avenue, then continuing north to the NE Diagonal Trail, the exact alignment north of 
Como Avenue is still to be determined.  
 
High Quality Connection between Orange Line Transit Station at Lake Street and the 
Midtown Greenway 
This is one of the key project elements of the Transit Access Project at 35W and Lake 
Street. This will be an important connection linking transit users at the proposed Bus Rapid 
Transit station to the Midtown Greenway, which today is an important east-west pedestrian 
and bicycle facility and in the future will contain additional fixed rail transit service. The 
connection will accommodate both pedestrians and bicyclists, with enhancements in the 
form of public art, landscaping and place-making. 
 
North Loop Pedestrian Improvements 
This project would include the implementation of a variety of pedestrian-related 
improvements to the North Loop Neighborhood. These improvements would likely include 
signal upgrades, ADA-compliant curb ramps, enhanced crosswalks, pedestrian level street 
lighting, and landscaping.    
 
Emerson and Freemont Avenues North 
Enhancements to the pedestrian realm would be implemented on Emerson Avenue North 
from Plymouth Avenue to 33rd Avenue North and on Freemont Avenue North from Plymouth 
Avenue to 44th Avenue North. These improvements would likely include pedestrian 
bumpouts at select locations, ADA-compliant curb ramps, signal enhancements, improved 
crosswalks, and landscaping. These improvements will be coordinated with the development 
and implementation of Metro Transit’s Arterial BRT D-Line. 
 
High School Transit Connections 
This project will prioritize pedestrian safety improvements near high schools, focusing on 
access to nearby transit stops. Minneapolis high school students currently receive free or 
discounted Go-To Cards in lieu of yellow school bus service, making these transit 
connections vital. High schools are only recently eligible for federal Safe Routes funding, 
while they represent a large proportion of student walkers and bikers in the city. 
 


