
 

The City of Minneapolis 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
             

 

 
B. Johnson, Reich, Gordon, Frey, Yang, Warsame, Goodman,  

Glidden, Cano, Bender, Quincy, A. Johnson, Palmisano 
 

March of Dimes Prematurity Awareness Day 

Whereas, the March of Dimes Foundation is a pioneer in improving the health of infants and women of 
childbearing age by preventing premature birth,  birth defects and infant mortality; and 

Whereas, the March of Dimes was founded by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1938 to fight polio, and 
funded the development of two vaccines – still in use today – that virtually eliminated the crippling disease; 
and  

Whereas, the March of Dimes in 1958, having achieved its initial mission, later shifted its attention from 
polio to finding the causes, treatments, and preventions of premature birth; and 

Whereas, babies born just a few weeks early are at risk for developmental delays and medical problems; and 

Whereas, 15 million babies worldwide, 4 million nationally, and approximately 7,000 in Minnesota are born 
premature each year; and 

Whereas, the March of Dimes is dedicated to healthy babies and moms, setting a national goal of reducing 
preterm birth to 9.6 percent in every state by 2020, which will result in a healthier start in life for tens of 
thousands of infants; and 

Whereas, the month of November is recognized as World Prematurity Awareness Month to bring about 
recognition of this global health crisis, and November 17 is recognized as Prematurity Awareness Day across 
the United States; 

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved by the City Council of the City of Minneapolis: 

That the City Council declares this 17th Day of November, 2014, to be March of Dimes Prematurity 
Awareness Day in the City of Minneapolis and that the 35W Bridge be lit in purple on this day. 

 

 
 



Passed, October 31, 2014 
 

 
________________________________________ 
Barbara Johnson, President of the Council 
 
Approved: 
 
________________________________________ 
Betsy Hodges, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
  
______________________________________ 
Casey Carl, City Clerk 

 


