
Demographics of the City of Bosaso 

Bosaso, the third largest city in Somalia, is the capital of Bari region in Puntland State 
of Somalia. Located on the southern coast of the Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea, it serves as 
Puntland’s commercial capital and is a major seaport within the autonomous Puntland State of 
Somalia. Bosaso, also known as Bender Qasim, has an estimated population of about 700,000 
residents. The city is relatively peaceful in comparison to the southern and northwestern parts 
(aka Somaliland) of Somalia. Bosaso's population and the local housing industry have grown 
tremendously. Residents of the city came from different parts of Somalia and neighboring 
countries, such as Ethiopia and Kenya. An internally Displaced People (IDP), who are mainly 
from war ravaged parts of Somalia, have also sought refuge in Bosaso. 

Bosaso is an ancient city that had business relations with ancient Egypt and countries in the 
Arabian Gulf. Export items include hides and skins, salt and Frankincense and Myrrh as well as 
marine resources. A new commercial market opened in Bosaso's northern Dayaha ("Star") 
neighborhood, near the port. Approximately half a kilometer in size, it was designed to ensure 
easy vehicle access. The market is the result of careful planning between Puntland government 
officials and civil society representatives. In 2013, Puntland Minister of Fisheries in conjunction 
with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) opened a new fish market in the city, 
complete with modern refrigerators. With the start of the Somali Civil War and the subsequent 
formation of Puntland in the mid-1990s, Bosaso has become a booming business center of 
Puntland state of Somalia. In recent years, it has served as a refueling station for maritime 
transport between the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf ports, and has also become an important 
commercial point of entry. The city’s main port was constructed during the mid-1980s along 
with a two-lane highway for annual livestock shipments to the Middle East. Additionally, Bosaso 
has manufacturing, distributing, wholesale and import/export company that processes wet salted, 
dry salted, wet blue, limed, pickled, and air/frame dried sheep and goat hides and skin. Principal 
wet blue exports are to Turkey, Pakistan, India and China. Raw camel hides and sheep and goat 
skin are also exported to the United Arab Emirates.  

Bosaso is home to the largest telecommunications operator in Somalia. With the objective of 
supplying the country with GSM mobile services, fixed line and internet services, it has an 
extensive network that covers all of the nation's major cities and more than 40 districts in both 
Puntland and Somaliland. According to The Economist, it offers one of the cheapest international 
calling rates on the planet, at $0.2 USD less than anywhere else in the world  

Bosaso has a number of academic institutions. According to the Puntland Ministry of Education, 
there are 74 primary schools in the Bosaso District. Higher education is provided by Bosaso 
College (BC) and the Puntland Nursing Institute (PNI). East Africa University (EAU) also has a 
Bosaso branch, one of its seven campuses in Puntland.  
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Benefits to both cities: 

The Minneapolis/Bosaso Sister City relationship will provide opportunities to create and 
strengthen partnerships between citizens in our cities, states, and countries. This relationship will 
promote cultural understanding and stimulate economic development in various areas. Both 
cities host large inner city populations and host multiple institutions of learning, including 
religious schools, technical institutions and universities. Our aim is to enhance our capacities to 
serve in new ways, bridging cultures and fostering stronger and positive friendship with our 
neighbors. We hope this relationship will enable both communities to become directly involved 
in international relations in unique and rewarding exchanges that benefit everyone. Our 
committee will support short and long term projects that will stimulate the reciprocal relationship 
between both cities in the following areas: economic, educational and cultural exchanges. 
 
The types of projects we hope to design, support or create are briefly summarized below. Detail 
can also be found in our proposed work plan. 
 
Economic 
In an ever-expanding marketplace, cultural enlightenment and exposure is crucial for any 
business. Minneapolis/Bosaso Sister City relationship will provide businesses with unique 
international opportunities that are currently not available. By being available as a resource for 
businesses interested in better understanding the cultural differences among different countries 
— and an opportunity for Minneapolis businesses to show that they want to understand the 
international markets in which they hope to compete. As part of our proposed work plan, we will 
explore hosting a business forum with local businesses 
 
Educational 
Both cities host organizations and institutions that have interests in exchanging and sharing 
work, promoting educational programs ranging from theory to practical trades. We will explore 
opportunities for facilitating connections at the higher education level. For example, the 
University of Minnesota and East African University. 
 
Through Books for Africa we are currently fundraising and in the process of shipping books to 
grade schools in Bosaso. This work is coordinated with the municipal government in Bosaso. We 
also plan to explore other opportunities for grade school students. For example, a letter or email 
writing exchange program. 
 
Cultural Exchanges 
A large number of the Somali immigrants settled in Minnesota, which in 2002 harbored the 
largest population of Somalis in North America according to the Immigration Policy Center. By 
2006, according to the same source Somalis in Minnesota accounted for $164–$394 million in 
purchasing power and owned 600 businesses. The city of Minneapolis in particular hosts 
hundreds of Somali-owned and operated commercial ventures. Colorful stalls inside 
several shopping malls offer everything from halal meat, to stylish leather shoes, to the latest 
fashion for men and women, as well as gold jewelry, money transfer or hawala offices, banners 
advertising the latest Somali films, video rental stores fully stocked with nostalgic love songs not 
found in the mainstream supermarkets, groceries and boutiques. 
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Following a greatly improved security situation in Somalia in 2012, many Somali Minneapolis 
residents have begun returning to Bosaso and other parts of the country. Most of the returnees 
have repatriated for investment and cultural exchange opportunities and to take part in the 
ongoing post-conflict reconstruction process in Somalia. Participating in the renovation of 
schools, hospitals, roads and other infrastructure, they have played a leading role in the country’s 
recovery and have also helped propel the local real estate market.  
 
Last year (2013), the first Somali Artifact and Cultural museum was established in Minneapolis 
to a need voiced by mainstream Minnesotans. Since its inception the institution has generated a 
wide array of interest through collaboration with schools, museums and neighborhood 
organizations. 
 
Minneapolis also has a tradition of celebrating Somali Independence Day in July, through a 
grand ceremony that blocks off a portion of Lake Street and Cedar Riverside. The event 
showcases Somali Culture and provides educational opportunities for younger Somali Americans 
and mainstream Minnesotans.  
 
All of these enrich Minnesotans awareness and expand their perception of other citizens in the 
world. They also support the City of Minneapolis’ International Goals, specifically the goal to 
“provide more options for citizens to experience understand and appreciate other cultures.” 
 
Minnesota Friends of Bosaso plans to participate in local events (Somali Independence Day, 
Sister Cities Day) sharing information about Somali culture. We also plan to work with 
organizations like the Somali Museum of Minnesota to use education and art to promote cross-
cultural understanding. The details of what this might look like have not been included in our 
work plan for the first two-years, but will likely be included in a future work plan after we 
continue our initial work to design, support or create short and long term projects that will 
stimulate the reciprocal relationship between both cities. For now, we would like to note the 
letter of support from the Somali Museum of Minnesota, and that many of the artifacts in the 
museum come from Bosaso.  
 
Description of how the sister city relationship will support the international goals and 
objectives of the City of Minneapolis: 
 
Minneapolis, in creating a Sister City relationship with Bosaso, would be the first city in the 
United States to forge such a connection within Somalia. It is fitting that Minneapolis, which has 
become home for one of the largest populations of Somali immigrants, and recently elected a 
Somali-American to its City Council, would take the lead on building this wholly unique 
international connection with Somalia.  
 
This relationship would play an important role in providing City officials and city representatives 
the opportunity to position Minneapolis as a truly groundbreaking and world class city. The story 
created around the formation of this exclusive connection, along with our city’s deep connection 
to Somalia based on our residents, would make for a powerful narrative. Additionally, the 
connection would set Minneapolis up with unique business opportunities with a stabilizing and 



expanding economy. Bosaso is already an epicenter for telecommunications in the region and 
could serve as ideal entry point for Minneapolis businesses interested in international trade. 
 
Bosaso, as the province's commercial capital and a major seaport city, is ideally suited to provide 
Minneapolis residents with a broader perspective on Somalia and its citizens. Bosaso is also 
home to primary, secondary and collegiate level educational institutions, which would provide an 
excellent source of commonality and an opportunity to connect into to our robust education 
infrastructure. 
 
A Sister City relationship with Bosaso would also pave the way for mutual exchanges of 
information around city governance, public infrastructure, and environmentally sustainable 
practices, which is of growing concern in the Puntland state.  
 
Minnesota Friend of Bosaso Membership List:  
 
Name Email Mailing Address Telephone Numbers 

Khadra Abdallah Khadra.ab
dallah@g
mail.com 

2001 Bryant Ave S 
#113, Minneapolis 
MN, 55405 

612-516-2446 

Mohammad Osman Manjino56
@gmail.co
m 

7300 Cedar Ave S 
#102 Richfield, MN 
55423 

612-250-8215 

Osman Ahmed isxaaq@g
mail.com 

1515 S 4th Street, 
#1313, Minneapolis, 
MN 55454 

612-598-6438 

Abdirizak A Jama bbrzkjama
@yahoo.c
om 

10300 Devonshire 
Circle Unit 218, 
Bloomington, MN 
55431 

206-673-0903 

Mohamed Ibrahim Mcciir123
@yahoo.c
om 

921 24th ave s, #5, 
Minneapolis, MN, 
55406 

612-806-4452 

Ahmed Muhumud axmedabdi
@gmail.co
m 

15341 Flower Way, 
Apple Valley, MN 
55124 

612-598-9491 

mailto:Khadra.abdallah@gmail.com
mailto:Khadra.abdallah@gmail.com
mailto:Khadra.abdallah@gmail.com
mailto:Manjino56@gmail.com
mailto:Manjino56@gmail.com
mailto:Manjino56@gmail.com
mailto:isxaaq@gmail.com
mailto:isxaaq@gmail.com
mailto:bbrzkjama@yahoo.com
mailto:bbrzkjama@yahoo.com
mailto:bbrzkjama@yahoo.com
mailto:Mcciir123@yahoo.com
mailto:Mcciir123@yahoo.com
mailto:Mcciir123@yahoo.com
mailto:axmedabdi@gmail.com
mailto:axmedabdi@gmail.com
mailto:axmedabdi@gmail.com


Idris H Mohamed Idris.hagi
@gmail.co
m 

4145 Parklawn ave, 
Edina, MN 55435 

952-818-0570 

Abdullahi Mohamed Geeljire20
00@yahoo
.com 

1158 Mcandrews 
Road E, Burnsville, 
MN 55337 

651-283-6509 

Degah Shabbeleh shabeld@c
sp.edu 

3827 Bakking Blvd, 
Columbia Heights, 
MN 55421 

612-607-2003 

Hodan Hashi Said 
 

degandega
n@gmail.c
om 
 

1260 Mississippi st 
ne, Fridley, MN 
55432 
 

612-987-8266 
 

Yassin Salah Dualeh 
 

 14292 Goldview DR, 
Eden Prairie, MN 
55346 
 

952-594-5875 
 

Barkhad Timir 
 

Barkhad.ti
mir@gmai
l.com 
 

6250 N Kenmore 
Ave #513, Chicago, 
Illinois 60660 
 

773-564-3313 
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Letter of Commitment from Members of Proposed Sister City Committee 

City of Minneapolis 

Honorable Mayor, Council President and Members 

 

The Sister City Committee are residents of the Metro Area of the Twin Cities who initiated a 
sister city relationship between the great city of Minneapolis, Minnesota and the port city of 
Bosaso, Puntland State of Somalia. We became aware of the fact that our fellow Somali 
Americans in the great State of Minnesota expressed interest in the sister city relationship. The 
committee listened to the voice of the people and realized the mutual benefit that will emerge out 
of this collaboration.  We envision great cultural, educational and business partnership between 
the two cities.  

Members of the Sister City Committee are committed to raise funds from local Somali American 
residents and businesses in Minnesota to meet budgetary obligations of the Committee under the 
auspices of Haan Relief and Development Agency. We have reviewed the criteria for the Sister 
City Relationship and believe the Sister City Committee meets the necessary criteria.  We assure 
you that members of the Committee are committed to actively participate in the activities from 
the inception of the proposal through the different stages and build an effective relationship. We 
will achieve these desired goals by proving to be financially sufficient and by fulfilling the 
responsibilities inherent in Sister City relationship.  

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 

(952) 818-0570 or send me an e-mail at idris.hagi@gmail.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Idris Mohamed, Representative 

Sister City Committee (Minnesota Friends of Bosaso) 

HAAN Relief and Development Agency 

  



HAAN Relief and Development  

HAAN Relief and Development (HAAN) is a non-profit registered 501(c)3 organization based in 
Minneapolis. Established in 2009, the purpose of the organization is to build, secure, peaceful 
and sustainable communities in the Horn of Africa region by providing essential social services 
and infrastructure development programs. HAAN came about through a seven months 
community wide dialogue and consultation. The organization is run by a 10 member board of 
directors, who all work on a voluntary non paid basis. The organization uses 100% of all funds 
raised on the projects and none on salaries or any other organizational costs. 
 
The primary areas of focus for HAAN are essential social services and basic infrastructure 
development, especially in the provision of clean water, sanitation, education and healthcare. 
Outside of the US, HAAN has already implemented its initial programs in Mudug & Nugaal 
regions of Puntland state, Somalia. HAAN has deep contacts with important stakeholders in the 
region and a number of sister organizations such as Mudug Relief Development Association 
(MURDA) and various institutions within Puntland state of Somalia. 
 
Provision of sustainable Clean Water is the central most important project of HAAN. The aim is 
to drill 20 new water wells (boreholes), build new water catchments facilities and rehabilitate a 
number of older wells in the North Mudug and Nugaal regions of Puntland state. The purpose of 
the project is to provide rural communities access to clean water, the wells locations will be in 
rural schools, clinics and important dwellings within the aforementioned regions. The project 
will also aim to empower locals through the provision of information and training on maintaining 
the wells and water catchments facilities once they are established. 
 
Last February, HAAN Relief partnered with Minnesota friends of Bosaso, a group working on 
fostering a reciprocal relationship between the people of Minneapolis and Bosaso, Somalia. The 
goal of our partnership is to create opportunities for Minneapolis citizens and citizens of Bosaso 
to work together in creating international community partnership. Our role is to promote, foster 
and publicize their programs that aim to create both citizen and municipal cooperation. We are 
excited to be part of this initiative that will stimulate exchanges and projects in the areas of 
professional economic development, education, community initiatives, arts and culture. 
 
Summary of Activities to date: 
 
The purpose of the Minneapolis-Bosaso Sister City Committee is to engage in programs that will 
enhance the relationship between the people of Minneapolis and the people of Bosaso. The 
Committee will foster friendship, knowledge, commerce and understanding between the 
residents of these cities through economic, cultural and education exchange. Other opportunities 
for exchange, such as art and sports, will also be explored in the years ahead. The Committee has 
met 10 times this year and has established three standing committees to coordinate our programs: 
Cultural Heritage Exchange; Outreach; Finance. The governing board has established an 
ambitious goal of monthly meetings that will facilitate the development and implementation of 
projects on a year round basis. Also, we started a Facebook page, which already has over 2,000 
likes. Search “Minnesota Friends of Bosaso” or link 
to: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Minnesota-Friends-of-Bosaso/1531578287061464.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Minnesota-Friends-of-Bosaso/1531578287061464


Proposed Two-Year Work Plan: 
 
Initial projects under consideration thus far include: Student exchange programs; entrepreneurial 
opportunities; medical and research exchange opportunities at the higher education level.  
 
Our plan for the next 2 years includes the following activities.  

• Signing ceremony at City Hall 
• Community celebration 
• Publicize sister city friendship with local publications and blogs in Minneapolis and 

Bosaso. 
• Organize and participate in community events to increase awareness of 

Minneapolis/Bosaso Sister City relationship and Somali Culture. 
• Publish a quarterly E-newsletter 
• Maintain a Facebook page and website 
• Create a brochure 
• Explore hosting a business forum with local businesses.  
• Ongoing fundraising to send books to Bosaso  
• Explore the feasibility of developing student exchanges between Minneapolis and 

Bosaso (e.g. letter/email writing) 
• Explore opportunities for facilitating connections with institutions of higher education 

(e.g. University of  MN and East African University) 
• Help plan itineraries for visits to Bosaso  
• Host visitors from Bosaso 
• Committee meetings 
• Ongoing fundraising; host annual event 

Please see the attached work plan on the next page.  
 



 

Proposed two-year work plan 
 
# Goals & Tasks Collaboration Needs Resource Needs Date Due or 

Frequency 
Progress Made 

1. 
 

 

Formalize the sister city 
relationship. 
 
Signing ceremony at City 
Hall 

 
Community celebration 
 

Minneapolis Mayor 
and City Council 
Offices 
 
Bosaso Mayor and 
City Council Offices 
 
Meet Minneapolis 
 
Somali Artifact and 
Cultural Museum 
  
Somali and 
Mainstream Media 

Develop a communication 
strategy: Reach out to the 
community using various 
communication modes 
  
 

 October 24th, 2014.  

2. Publicize the sister city 
friendship  
 
Local publications and 
blogs in Minneapolis and 
Bosaso. 
 
Create a website, use 
social media and create 
a newsletter for 
awareness. 
 
Organize and participate 
in community events to 
increase awareness of 
Minneapolis/Bosaso 
Sister City relationship 
and Somali Culture.  
 
Create a brochure 

City of Minneapolis 
 
Somali and 
Mainstream Media 
 
Volunteers 
 
Existing community 
events. For example,  
Somali 
Independence Day, 
Sister Cities Day. 

Social Media; Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.  
 
Newsletter 
 
Website 
 
Contribution from 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso. 

Complete marketing plans by 
January 2015. 

Minnesota Friends of Bosaso 
created a Facebook page and 
within 5 days the page got over   
2,000 likes from residents of 
Bosaso/Minneapolis.https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Minnesota-
Friends-of-
Bosaso/1531578287061464?ref_t
ype=bookmark 
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# Goals & Tasks Collaboration Needs Resource Needs Date Due or 
Frequency 

Progress Made 

3. Explore hosting a 
business forum with 
local businesses.  
 
 
 

Minnesota Trade 
Office 
 
Puntland Chamber 
of Commerce 
 
Businesses and 
Corporations in 
Minneapolis 
 
Minneapolis 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce  

Sponsorships from local 
businesses who are 
interested in the forum. 
 
Contribution from 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso. 
 
 

Complete initial plan by February 
2015. 

 

4.  Ongoing fundraising to 
send books to Bosaso  
 

Books for Africa 
 
City of Bosaso 

Contribution from 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso. 

 Continue current work.   
 

5. Explore opportunities 
for student exchanges. 
For example, 
letter/email writing 
between grade school 
students. 

Minneapolis Public 
Schools 
 
Ubah Academy 
 
Bosaso Public 
Schools 

Develop a program and 
identify partners. 
 
Contribution from 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso. 
 

Jan 2016 finalize plans. 
 
Launch a program starting fall of 
2016 

 

6. Explore opportunities 
for facilitating 
connections with 
institutions of higher 
education  

University of 
Minnesota 
 
Augsburg College 
 
East African 
University 
 
Saint Mary’s 
University 
 
University of 
Mogadishu (Bosaso 
Branch) 

Arrange meetings and 
arrange connections.  
 
Contribution from 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso. 
 

Initialize a strategy by December 
2014. 
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# Goals & Tasks Collaboration Needs Resource Needs Date Due or 
Frequency 

Progress Made 

7. Coordinate and 
facilitate visits to and 
from Bosaso. 
 
Help plan itineraries for 
visits to Bosaso  
 
Host visitors from 
Bosaso 

City of Minneapolis. 
 
Meet Minneapolis. 

 
Community 
Organizations. 
 
City of Bosaso. 
 
Volunteers. 

Technical assistance. 
 
Intent to visit and 
invitation letters. 
 
City approval for official 
exchanges.  
 
 

May 2016  

8. Maintain an active 
membership in the 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso Committee and 
support the budget 
 

 Recurring meetings with 
Minnesota Friends of 
Bosaso committee 
members    

Fundraising; host annual 
event 

Ongoing  

 



Budget to support the proposed two-year work plan: 
 
This is a projected budget based on the proposed two-year work plan. If fewer amounts are 
needed for project activities during the first two years, those funds would be distributed to work 
in future years.  
 
The various businesses and organizations supporting this relationship will develop their own 
budget for future activities, which will complement the proposed budget below.  
 
Expected Source of Income  
 
200 Local members @50.00     10,000 
 
Annual Fundraiser       
 5,000 @ 1/year    10,000 
 
Local Business support  

20 @ 500 each     10,000 
 
Individual contributions    3,000 
 
Total       33,000 
 
 
Expected Expenses  
 
Books for Bosaso      10,000  
 
Annual Fund raising event      

1,250 @ 1/year    2,500 
 
Support for exchanges and projects   10,000 
Student exchange, business forum, other  
 
Website, informational outreach   3,000 
 
Brochure, educational information   1,000 
 
Miscellaneous      6,500 
 
Total        33,000 
 



Description of the proposed sister city’s expectations for the relationship with Minneapolis: 
Please see the attached letter from Mayor Hassan Abdalle Hassan 
 
List of at least 25 Minneapolis residents interested in participating in the sister city 
relationship: 
 

1- Mohamed A Yusuf 
   2701 Park Ave  
   MPLS, MN 55407 
   Tel: 612-245-8562 
 
2- Said  Hassan 
   501 E 15th St Apt: 316 
   612-607-9700 
 
3- Layla Hirsi 
   1201  12th Ave N Apt: 1103 
   MPLS, MN 55411 
   Tel: 612-845-0409 
 
4-Nur Yusuf 
   1700 E 22nd St Apt:1205 
   MPLS, MN 55409 
   Tel: 612-298-0756 
 
5- Abdirahman Yusuf 
   1415  E 22nd St Apt: 708 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-229-4534 
 
6- Jama Mohamed 
   225 south 8th St Apt:1102 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-332-2303 
 
7- Mohamed Adan Omar 
   1920 4th St South Apt:404 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-227-9655 
 
8- Abdirahman Mohamud 

tel:612-245-8562
tel:612-607-9700


   1707   3rd Ave S Apt: 807 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-532-5054 
 
9- Hadsan Mubarak 
   1920  4th Ave S Apt: 1004 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-756-5521 
 
10-Ayan Adan Abdi 
   1700  E 22nd St Apt: 504 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-636-4055 

11-Jamal Yasin Ahmed 
   3501 27th Ave south 
   MPLS, MN 55406 
   Tel:612-876-7483 
 
12-Mohamed Ali 
   12 East Franklin Ave south  
   MPLS, MN 55404               
   Tel: 612-532-7302 
 
13-Mahdi Ali 
   2121 Minnehaha Ave south Apt: 
   MPLS, MN 55404 
   Tel: 612-245-6806 
 
14-Idris Farah 
   1615 south 4th street Apt 2502 
   MPLS,MN 55454 
   Tel:612-483-9568 
 
15-Farah Muse Omar 
   901  18/12 Ave NE  
   MPLS, MN 55418 
   Tel: 612-607-3727 
 

tel:612-876-7483
tel:612-532-7302
tel:612-245-6806
tel:612-483-9568
tel:612-607-3727


 
16-Ahmed Shire Ali 
   1415  22nd Ave S Apt: 
   MPLS , MN 55404 
   Tel: 651-468-9449 
 
17-Hawa Hanaf 
   1515  south 4th street Apt :1106 
   MPLS, MN 55454 
   Tel: 612-702-1229 
 
18-Weli Hassan 
   1515 south 4th street Apt: 1313 
   MPLS, MN 55454 
   Tel:619-767-8627 
 
19-Basra Hersi 
   4636 4th Ave South 
   Minneapolis, MN 55419 
   Tel:612-532-1409 

20-Hodo Abdullahi 
   2906 Russell Ave N 
   Minneapolis, MN 55411 
   952-465-2088 

21- Mohamed Ahmed Jama 
   1600 s 6 street, #B433 
   Minneapolis, MN 55454 
   612-695-0192 

22- Abdirizak Alibos 
   1201 Brook Ave SE 
   Minneapolis, MN, 55414 
   612-735-4890 

23- Fardowsa Ali 
   2329 S 9th Street 
   Minneapolis, MN 55406 
   612-232-0271 

tel:651-468-9449
tel:612-702-1229
tel:619-767-8627
tel:612-532-1409


24- Mubashir Jeilani 
   1615 South 4th Street, M802 
   Minneapolis, MN, 55454 
   612-978-4821 

 

25- Bashir Farah Gelle 
   15330 s 6th Street, C402 
   Minneapolis, MN, 55454 
   612-242-9918 

 

 

Thank you for your consideration: 

We are honored to help foster a relationship which will allow our communities to learn, work, 
and solve problems together through reciprocal cultural, educational, municipal, professional and 
technical exchanges. Your consideration for this proposal is truly appreciated. Thank you. 

 





June 20, 2014 
Honorable Mayor Betsy Hodges and Council Members 
City of Minneapolis 
350 South 5th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor and Council Members: 
 
It is our pleasure to write a letter in support of HAAN Relief and Development 
proposal being submitted to the Minneapolis City Council. 
 
This proposed relationship will help our city foster international peace and 
goodwill, enriching our community with a broader understanding of Somalia, their 
traditions, customs and culture. Crucially though, it will also provides a framework 
for cultivating economic growth across a host of trade, industry and business sector. 
 
Minneapolis is one of the most important cities for Somali’s worldwide, largely due 
to its Somali residents and businesses. This relationship will help our businesses in 
Minneapolis establish reliable business contacts and thereby improve business 
opportunities. 
 
We hope that this proposed relationship will act a springboard and a catalyst for 
new investment and knowledge sharing opportunities, while also promoting 
tourism, education and providing a platform from which we can address global 
issues with our international partners. 
 
The following businesses and their leaders proclaim their support for HAAN Relief 
and Development proposal for Minneapolis/Bosaso sister city relationship.  
 
Business lists 
 
 
1- Minnesota Halal Market 
1926 Chicago Ave south Minneapolis,  MN 55404 
Tel: 612-879-5002 
 
2-Afrik Grocery 
613 Cedar Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel:612-343-0245 
 
3-Westbank grocery 
417 Cedar Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel: 612-338-2720 
 
4-Daara Salaam 
620  16th Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 



Tel: 612-333-3608 
 
5-Super Plaza Halal Foods 
1525 S 4th  Street Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel:-612-333-7905 
 
6- Halal Mini Market 
410 Cedar Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel: 612- 
 
7-Minnesota Child Care 
2700 Summer St NE Minneapolis, MN 55413 
Tel: 612-722-4477 
 
8-Sunshine Child Care 
1822 E Lake street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Tel: 612-367-4105 
 
9-Amaana Day Care Center 
1312 E Lake street Minneapolis, MN 55407 
Tel: 612-722-5880 
 
10-Minnesota Child care Services, Inc 
2500 Minnehaha Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Tel: 612-767-9090 
 
11-Twin Cities Child Care Center 
1925 Portland Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Tel: 612-353-4687 
 
12-Haiwatha Adult Day Care Center, Inc 
3401 Hiawatha Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55406 
Tel: 612-722-1000 
 
13-Ebyan Adult Day Care Center 
1810 Riverside Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel: 612-315-2242 
 
14-Midwest Health Home Care 
801 Park Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Tel; 612-343-3265 
 
15-Midwest Quality Health Care, Inc 
1433 E Franklin Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Tel: 612-343-4004 
 



16-Midwest professional Services  
1300 God ward St NE Minneapolis, MN 55413 
Tel: 612-986-0725 
 
17-Elliot Park Grocery 
1600 Chicago Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55404 
Tel: 612-333-6478 
 
18- Amal Money Wire 
1808 Riverside Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel; 612-332-6893 
 
19- Somali American Chamber of Commerce 
620 16th Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55454 
Tel; 612-293-7082 
 
20- Bridge Medical Supply, Inc 
2615 E Franklin Ave south Minneapolis, MN 55406 
Tel; 612-332-2280 







June 20, 2014 

Re: Minneapolis – Bosaso Sister City partnership 

My name is Warsame M. Hassan. I am Somali American and Somali-Minnesotan 

who is currently serving as an international consultant working with the Puntland 

State Ministry of Constitution, Federal Affairs and Democratization through UNDP 

and a university lecturer teaching public administration at East Africa University-

Garowe. For years, I was fortunate to have spent a great deal of my time in Minnesota 

and always felt at home. During my 17-year time in Minnesota, I had an exceptional 

experience in receiving one of the best education services, the most rewarding life for 

me and family and the most satisfying work experience. I worked as a teacher, library 

staff and business consultant in Minneapolis.  In 2013 I relocated back to Somalia to 

support higher education and governance in Puntland State. The education and 

experience I gained while in Minnesota and the US is something I will always be 

grateful and something I am trying to transfer to Somalia to build a better future.  

It is without hesitation, therefore, that I enthusiastically endorse the work of the 

Minnesota Friends of Bosaso for this wonderful undertaken. The Minneapolis – 

Bosaso Sister City initiative meets the goals and objectives of the Sister City 

program. Not only will this initiative address the key areas of fostering dialogue and 

building relationships through citizen diplomacy, it will serve as a vehicle to integrate 

Somali-Minnesotans more deeply in their local governments and foster 

unprecedented community engagement and active citizenship. It will take advantage 

of the resources of Somali-Americans and Somali-Minneapolitans and give them 

positive channel to meaningfully contribute to their homeland. And it will formalize 

the already unique bond between Minneapolis and Somalia. Because of these reasons 

and many more, I strongly encourage Mayor Betsy Hodges and the Minneapolis City 

Council to support this unique partnership.  

As a governance expert in Puntland and a fellow Minnesotan, I stand ready to work 

with our local partners in Bosaso to make this a success that both of our communities 

will be proud of.  

Thank you for your considerations. 

 

Warsame M. Hassan 

Garowe, Puntland-Somalia 

 



Puntland State of Somalia
Ministry of Education
Puntland - Somalia

Office for Higher Education Directorate

Honorable Mayor Betsy Hodges and Council Members
City of Minneapolis
350 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Dear Honorable Mayor and Council Members:

It is with great pleasure that I am writing this letter in support of HAANRelief and
Development's proposal, which is being submitted to the Minneapolis City Council.

My name is Dr. Saeed Fahia. I am a former 16-year resident of Minneapolis who is currently
serving as the Higher Education Technical Advisor to the State of Puntland, Somalia.

In Minnesota, I was lucky to serve as the Executive Director of the Confederation of Somali
Community in Minnesota (CSCM),the Premier Somali community organization in the United
States. It wasn't until March this year when I was appointed to serve with the Ministry of
Education of Puntland that I relocated back to Somalia. The United States and Minnesota, in
particular, have given me education and experience that have helped me to make a difference
in the lives of ordinary people in Somalia. I am grateful to the City of Minneapolis for the
opportunities it has given me to work with, learn from, and rub shoulders with the best people
in the world.

This proposed "Sister City" relationship between Minneapolis and Bosaso will help the city I
love, Minneapolis, to foster international peace and goodwill, while at the same time enriching
Minnesotans to get a broader understanding of Somalia, its traditions, customs and culture.
Likewise my hometown, Bosaso, will also be enriched through cultural and educational
exchanges and getting good governance pointers from Minneapolis's experience in Democracy.

More importantly, this relationship will also foster greater commercial exchange between the
two cities, providing business opportunities to Minneapolitans and economic growth to
Minnesota. Minneapolis is one of the most important cities for Somali's worldwide, largely due
to its Somali residents and businesses. This relationship will help businesses in Minneapolis
establish reliable business contacts and thereby improve business opportunities.

We hope that this proposed relationship will act a springboard and a catalyst for new
investment and knowledge sharing opportunities between the people of the two cities, while
also promoting tourism, education and providing a platform from which Minneapolis can
address global issues with its international partners.

Respectfully,

Dr. Saeed Fahia

E-Mail: sfahia@gmail.com ; Phone #: (252) 090-7080389



June 20, 2014

Re: Minneapolis - Bosaso Sister City partnership

My name is Mohamed Jibrell, a Somali American and Somali-Minnesotan who is currently serving as

International Development Consultant in Puntland State of Somalia. I am a former DFLState Director,

and the first Somali to be elected at a Minnesota State Convention to be a Delegate to the Democratic

National Convention in 2004 that was held in Boston. I was elected again to be a Delegate to the

National Convention held at Denver in 2008 along with the departed (God bless his soul) Hussein

Samater. In 2011, I was selected as Quest-MIDA participant with the UN in Puntland. I am the author

of the Governance sector of the Puntland Second 5 year Development Plan and was a team lead for the

capacity development for key civil society organizations in Bosaso, Garowe and Galkacyo in the thematic

areas of Democracy, human rights, peace building and conflict management. I am fortunate to have the

opportunity to transfer education and experience that I gained in the US to my home state- Puntland.

It is without hesitation therefore that I enthusiastically endorse the work of the Minnesota Friends of

Bosaso for this wonderful undertaking. The Minneapolis - Bosaso Sister City initiative meets the goals

and objectives of the Sister City program. Not only will this initiative address the key areas of fostering

dialogue and building relationships through citizen diplomacy, it will serve as a vehicle to

integrateSomali-Minnesotans more deeply in their local governments and foster unprecedented

community engagement and active citizenship. It will take advantage of the resources of Somali-

Americans and Somali-Minneapolitans and give them positive channel to meaningfully contribute to

their homeland. And it will formalize the already unique bond between Minneapolis and Somalia.

Because of these reasons and many more, I strongly encourage my friend Mayor Betsy Hodges and the

Minneapolis City Council to support this unique partnership.

As one of the leaders of both Puntland and Minnesota community, I stand ready to work with our local

partners in Bosaso to make this a success that both of our communities will be proud of.

Thank you for your considerations.

International Development cons

Mohamed Jibrell

Garowe, Somalia

Phone: (252) 7794269; E-Mail: Jibrellm@gmail.com



 
  

 
 

1516 E. Lake St. | Suite 11                          Office  +1 612.234.1625 
(Lower Level)         Direct  +1 612.998.1166 
Minneapolis, MN 55407        www.somalimuseum.com 

City of Minneapolis, City Council 
c/o Abdi Salah 

350 South 5th Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415  

To the City of Minneapolis, 

Thank you for your ongoing support for the Somali community in Minnesota.  The last few 
years have been rich with burgeoning projects and initiatives from within the community that 
strengthen all of Minnesota. 

The Somali Museum is committed to preserving and celebrating traditional Somali art and 
culture.  As you know, Minnesota is home to the largest Somali diaspora community in the 
United States.  We are excited to announce that we are also home to what may be the only 
museum of Somali culture in the world. 

We are eager to participate in developing the Sister-City relationship with the city of Bosaso, 
in Puntland, Somalia.  Just as we at the Somali Museum use education and art to promote 
cross-cultural understanding, the intellectual and creative exchange that this partnership will 
establish will also enhance understanding between Somalis in Somalia, non-Somali 
Americans, and Somali-Americans in Minnesota.  This type of exchange and learning is also 
a fundamental element of peace. 

Thank you for your interest in this relationship, and your ongoing commitment to cross-
cultural development in Minnesota.  We are delighted to be part of it. 

 

Yours truly, 
 

Osman M. Ali 
Executive Director 

Sarah Larsson 
Outreach Director 

 



 

 

6/11/2014 

Dear Honorable Mayor, Council President and Members: 

We, Maakhir Development Group are writing this letter to support the sister city proposal 
between Minneapolis and Bosaso City.  This program will benefit both citizens of these 
cities.   

Maakhir Development Group is a nonprofit organization based in Minnesota, dedicated 
to supporting people in Somalia through development and tranquility maintaining 
progression. Maakhir Development Group is organized exclusively for charitable, basic 
research and education purposes. 

As we look to the future of this alliance, we envision a growing awareness and 
appreciation of each other’s culture and people. From small beginnings, we hope this 
partnership will continue for many generations, fostering educational, economic and 
professional exchanges. We look forward to being part of this relationship and its 
limitless possibilities. 

Again, thank you for your consideration. Please contact us 
at Management@maakhirdg.org if we can be of any further assistance. 

Sincerely,  

Abdulahi  Mohamoud 
Director of MDG 
 

mailto:Management@maakhirdg.org


CRYC Mission Statement: 
 

“The youth residing in Cedar-Riverside Plaza have formed the Cedar Riverside Youth Council to make 

bring about change, adopt community cultures, have self-reliance , engage in volunteerism and become 

the new leaders for the next generation.” 

  Cedar Riverside Youth Council 
1615 S 4th St Pmb 3905 
Minneapolis, Mn 55454 

P: 612-695-0192 
W: cryouthcouncil.org 

E: generaldirector@cryouthcouncil.org 

 

      Empower, Educate, Invest 

                                           

June 12, 2014 

Dear Honorable Mayor, Council president and members: 
 
On behalf of Cedar Riverside Youth Council, I enthusiastically support the Minneapolis/Bosaso sister city 
relationship proposed by Haan Relief.Majority of the youth in Cedar Riverside hail from Bosaso, an urban 
city that shares many characteristics with Minneapolis. The proposed relationship will works to strengthen 
the neighborhood by promoting connections between its residents, businesses, institutions, and 
organizations. 
 
There is a tremendous challenge we face in dealing with the domestic conflict due to generational gap 
between parents and their children. Understanding and learing more about where our parents came from 
will help bridge gaps here in Minneapolis. 
 
As a youth community leader, I value the proposed relationship and what it can do in engaging both 
communities around  issues of youth safety, education and wellness. We truly hope that the city of 
Minneapolis will seriously consider the opportunity to partner with a wonderful city. 
 
I look forward to working with HAAN Relief in fostering this relationship.  
Sincerely, 

  
  
Mohamed Jama 
General Director 
Cedar Riverside Youth Council 
Email: generaldirector@cryouthcouncil.org 

Phone: 612-695-0192 
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Honorable Mayor, Council President and Members: 
Re: Minneapolis/Bosaso Sister city proposal 
 
I the president of Somali Public Radio welcome the initiative to make Minneapolis and Bosaso 
City sisters for many reasons.  First let me highlight what Somali Public Radio is and its 
connections to Bosaso and Minneapolis. Somali Public Radio is the first public radio station in 
Somalia, currently undertaking media reform that aims to improve service delivery and 
accountability to citizens in both Bosaso and Minneapolis. The initiative was drawn from the 
premise that development and democracy cannot thrive without open and free public space 
where all issues concerning people’s lives can be aired and debated and which gives room and 
opportunity for locals to participate in decision making.  
 

Minneapolis and Bosaso would make great sister cities for many reasons, but most important of 
all is the love our community has developed for both cities that will over shine all factors. Somali 
Minneapolis residents travel to Bosaso on a daily basis, set up business, teach, buy homes and 
always come back to Minneapolis to bring a piece of Bosaso here.  
 
For more information about Somali Public Radio, please visit our website at www.spr.fm; 
contact Somali Public Radio at somalipublicradio@gmail.com. 
 
I encourage you to join us in building our community ties strong. 
 

Respectfully 
 
 
Khadra Abdallah 

President  
Somali Public Radio 

http://www.spr.fm/






 
 

June 25, 2014 

 

Honorable Mayor Betsy Hodges and City Council Members 

350 South 5
th

 Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

 

Dear Madame Mayor and City Council Members, 

I hope this letter finds you well. It is my understanding that HAAN Relief and Development has 

been working to establish a Sister City Relationship between Minneapolis and Bosaso. As the third largest 

city in Somalia and commercial capital of the autonomous Puntland state, Bosaso is a melting pot with 

residents hailing from all the major clans of Somalia. It is a place of relative peace in a war torn country.    

I write to you to support the efforts to build formal relations between cities that already have 

strong bonds. My district, like much of Minneapolis, is home to a large Somali population, one that has 

financial and personal ties with Bosaso. A Sister City relationship will strengthen and foster educational, 

cultural, business and social interactions. This is an opportunity to further connect people in Minneapolis 

with their traditional homeland. Just like with other Sister City relationships, this will foster the spirit of 

exchange and mutual understanding, resulting in a richer and broader world view for all of Minneapolis. 

Please feel free to get in touch with my office should you have any questions. 

Respectfully, 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puntland


I-’
Center for Integrative Leadership

July 9, 2014

Honorable Mayor Betsy Hodges and City Council Members
City of Minneapolis
350 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415

Dear Mayor and City Council Members:

It has been brought to my attention that HAAN Relief and Development has been

working to establish a Sister City relationship between Minneapolis and Bosaso,

Somalia. I’m writing to you today to support these efforts. It is my understanding that

Bosaso is the third largest city in Somalia and commercial capital of the

autonomous Puntland state, as well as a place of relative peace in a war torn country.

I support the efforts to build a formal relationship between two cities that already have

strong bonds. Minneapolis is home to a large Somali population, one that has financial

and personal ties to Bosaso. I believe a Sister City relationship will strengthen and foster

educational, cultural, business and social interactions, further connecting people in

Minneapolis with Africa.

I wholeheartedly support the goals of Sister City relationships fostering the spirit of

exchange and mutual understanding. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully

Merrie Benasutti

University of MN, Center for Integrative Leadership

Center for Integrative Leadership

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA



August 1, 2014 

Honorable Mayor Betsy Hodges and City Council Members 
Minneapolis City Council 
350 South 5th Street 
Room 307  
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
 
 RE: Sister City Relationship with Minneapolis 
 
Hon. Mayor Betsy Hodges and City Council Members; 

My name is Lissa Jones and I am the Executive Director of the Minneapolis African American 
Museum and Cultural Center, which is located in the heart of the city of Minneapolis. The 
Minnesota African American Museum (MAAM) is poised to celebrate the rich and varied 
contributions made by African Americans in Minnesota and the Midwest. MAAM works to 
ensure that future generations will have the knowledge and information they need to have a 
strong sense of pride and belief in the possibility of being able to break barriers and overcome 
obstacles to achieve success. 

To accomplish our purposes, MAAM partners with local schools to host field trips, educational 
workshops and performances. MAAM also serves as community space in which local 
organizations may promote cross-cultural understanding and reconciliation. The museum is also 
an interactive classroom, a first-class gathering space, and a beacon of hope in our region. 

In furtherance of our commitment to break down cultural barriers and to build bridges, we are in 
strong support of your efforts to develop a sister city relationship with the city of Bosaso in 
Somalia. We are confident that this relationship will provide much-needed opportunities to 
develop and strengthen partnerships between residents of our state and our neighbors in East 
Africa. Embarking upon such a relationship will allow for the promotion of cross-cultural 
understanding and strengthening the bonds of Brotherhood and unity along the diaspora. Since 
part of the mission of MAAM is to display the history and contributions of African Americans in 
Minnesota, we are confident that this relationship will help to create a pathway for building a 
stronger relationship between Africans and African Americans in our community. Both groups 
will mutually benefit from gaining access to the knowledge of history, culture, traditions, and 
customs that make each group unique. The children of our community will also benefit from the 
exposure that such a partnership will bring. 

Thank you for your efforts to bring a proposed partnership to fruition. We fully support your 
vision and are looking forward to working with you in the near future on this important 
endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Lissa Jones 
Executive Director 
Minnesota African American Museum 
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