AN ORDINANCE
OF THE
CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS

By Palmisano

Amending Title 20, Chapter 535 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to
Zoning Code: Regulations of General Applicability.

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows:

Section 1. That section 535.90 be amended to read as follows:

535.90. M mnim i A
auaehed—gapage#eqw%emenls General standards for resldentlal uses

(@) Size and width. The minimum gross floor area of a dwelling unit, except efficiency
units, shall be five hundred (500) square feet. The minimum gross floor area of
efficiency units shall be three hundred fifty (350) square feet. Not less than eighty (80)
percent of the habitable floor area of single or two-family dwellings and multiple-family
dwellings of three (3) and four (4) units shall have a minimum width of twenty-twe—{22)

twenty (20) feet.

(b) Principal entrance-. Single and two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings of
three (3) and four (4) units shall include a principal entrance facing the front lot line.
Subject to Table 535-1, Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards, the principal
entrance shall be connected to the public sidewalk by anr—mpervious hard-surfaced
walkway not less than three (3) feet wide and shall include stairs where needed. Where
no public sidewalk exists, the walkway shall extend to the public street. The principal
entrance may face a side lot line when part of a front vestibule or extended portion of
the front facade, provided the entrance is located no further than eight (8) feet from the
facade closest to the street.

(c) Windows. Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the walls on each floor of single and
two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings of three (3) and four (4) units that
face a public street shall be windows. Not less than five (5) percent of the walls on each
floor of single and two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings of three (3) and
four (4) units that face a rear or interior side lot line shall be windows. Half stories shall
not be subject to the minimum window requirement.

(d) Attached garage facing the front lot line. Attached accessory uses designed or
intended for the parking of vehicles accessory to single and two-family dwellings and
multiple-family dwellings of three (3) and four (4) units shall extend no more than five (5)
feet closer to the front lot line than the facade of a habitable portion of the first story of
the dwelling when the garage door or doors face the front lot line. In addition, the width
of the garage wall facing the front lot line, including basement-level garages, shall not
exceed sixty (60) percent of the width of the entire structure.




Section 2. That section 535.280 be amended to read as follows:

535.280. Obstructions in required yards. (a) In general. All required yards shall
remain open and unobstructed from ground level to the sky, except as otherwise
provided below.

(b) Permitted obstructions. Accessory uses and structures and projections of the
principal structure may be located in a required yard only as indicated by a "P" for
permitted in Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards.

(c) Additional limitations. In no case shall any permitted obstruction be located closer
than one (1) foot from the property line, except for driveways, walkways, fences,
detached accessory buildings, the storage of firewood and containers for the removal of
household refuse, subject to the provisions of this section. In addition, notwithstanding
Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards, required interior side yards for
nonresidential uses shall remain unobstructed from the ground level to the sky, except
that fencing and retaining walls shall be allowed.

(d) Interior side yards for detached buildings accessory to dwellings. The interior side
yard requirement for a detached accessory building may be reduced to one (1) foot
when the entire accessory building is located in the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty
(20) percent of the lot, whichever is greater, provided that the accessory building shall
be located not less than ten (10) feet from any habitable portion of a principal structure
on the adjoining lot has-itsrearwall-atleastforty (40} feetfrom-therearlotline. Further,
the required side yard for a detached accessory building may be eliminated where
adjoining property owners construct detached garages sharing a common wall and
which are located in the rear forty (40) feet. Where the interior side yard is reduced,
eaves, including gutters, shall not be less than six (6) inches from the property line,
except where a common wall is allowed.

(e) Rear yards for detached buildings accessory to dwellings. The rear yard
requirement for a detached accessory building may be reduced to one (1) foot, except
where vehicle access doors face the rear lot line, in which case no reduction of the
required yard is permitted. Further, where a rear yard abuts a required side yard no
reduction of the required yard is permitted unless the entire accessory building is
located in the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is
greater, and is located behind the rear wall of the principal structure on the adjacent
property to the rear. The required yard along such adjacent property may be eliminated
where adjoining property owners construct detached garages sharing a common wall
and which are located in the rear forty (40) feet of both properties. Where the rear yard
is reduced, eaves, including gutters, shall not be less than six (6) inches from the
property line, except where a common wall is allowed.

() Accessory buildings on reverse corner lots. An accessory building shall be no closer
to the side lot line adjacent to the street than a distance equal to two-thirds of the depth
of the required front yard specified in the yard requirements table of the district of the



adjacent property to the rear. Further, an accessory building shall not be located within
five (5) feet of a rear lot line that coincides with the side lot line of a property in a
residence or office residence district. However, where the entire accessory building is
located in the rear forty (40) feet or rear twenty (20) percent of the lot, whichever is
greater, and is located behind-therearwall-of-the not less than ten (10) feet from any
habitable portion of a principal dwelling on the adjacent property, only one (1) foot shall
be required along such adjacent property line, except as otherwise prohibited by this
zoning ordinance. Further, the required yard along such adjacent property may be
eliminated where adjoining property owners construct detached garages sharing a
common wall and which are located in the rear forty (40) feet.

(9) Interior side yards for driveways accessory to dwellings. The yard requirement for a
driveway may be eliminated where adjoining property owners share a common
driveway.

(h) Rear yards. For purposes of Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards,
a rear yard abutting a required side yard shall be considered an interior side yard and
shall be subject to the permitted obstructions regulations for such interior side yard.

Section 3. That Table 535-1 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to read as
follows:

Table 535-1 Permitted Obstructions in Required Yards

Type of Obstruction Front |Interior Rear
or Side |Yard
Corner | Yard
Side
Yard

Balconies, decks and ground level patios not exceeding fifty P P
(50) square feet in area and projecting not more than four (4)
feet into the required yard. Such balcony, deck or ground level
patio may project into a required interior side yard of a multiple
family dwelling of four (4) or more stories, provided such
balcony, deck or ground level patio shall be located no closer
than ten (10) feet from the interior side lot line. Ground-level
patios up to one hundred (100) square feet, constructed of
decorative concrete, pavers or stone, may extend more than
four (4) feet into the required front yard accessory to single-
and two-family dwellings and multiple-family dwellings having
three (3) or four (4) dwelling units provided the patio is located
not less than ten (10) feet from a public sidewalk and shall be
designed in a manner that would prevent the patio from being
used for off-street parking.




Section 4. That Chapter 535 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances be amended by
adding thereto a new Section 535.315, to Article 1V, Protection of Natural Features, to
read as follows:

535.315. Groundwater management. All development shall comply with all applicable
regulations governing groundwater. Single and two-family dwellings shall be designed
and constructed in a manner that does not rely on permanent groundwater discharge.
The building official may request evidence, including soil testing, demonstrating that
development will not extend into groundwater resources and may deny any application
for a permit where an applicant has failed to demonstrate that subsurface development
would maintain a sufficient separation from groundwater.




