
AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
 

By Palmisano 
 

Amending Title 20, Chapter 520 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances relating to 
Zoning Code: Introductory Provisions. 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That Section 520.160 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended by adding 
and amending following definitions in alphabetical sequence to read as follows: 
 
520.160. Definitions. Unless otherwise expressly stated, or unless the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning, the words and phrases in the following list of definitions 
shall, for the purposes of this zoning ordinance, have the meanings indicated. Additional 
definitions may be found within specific chapters of this zoning ordinance. All words and 
phrases not defined shall have their common meaning. 
 
Demolition. The act of moving or razing a building, including the removal, substantial 
removal, or relocation of sixty (60) percent or more of the building’s exterior. The 
building’s roof shall constitute twenty (20) percent of the total exterior above the finished 
floor of the first story. The remainder shall be a calculation of the percent change to the 
perimeter of the building, measured per story, in linear feet. For the purpose of this 
definition, removal shall include any adjustment to fenestration or wall location from the 
finished floor to the surface of the floor above.  
 
Floor area, gross (GFA). The gross floor area of a building is the sum of the gross 
horizontal areas of the several floors of the building measured from the exterior faces of 
the exterior walls, or from the centerline of walls separating two (2) buildings. The gross 
floor area of a building shall include basement floor area when one-half (½) or more of 
the basement height is above natural grade for more than fifty (50) percent of the total 
perimeter. The gross floor area shall also include elevator shafts and stairwells to each 
floor, penthouses, attic space having headroom clearances that meet building code 
minimum ceiling heights, interior balconies and mezzanines, enclosed porches, floor 
area devoted to accessory uses, and floor space used for mechanical equipment, 
except equipment located on the roof, unless otherwise specified in this chapter. The 
gross floor area of structures devoted to bulk storage of materials, including but not 
limited to grain elevators and petroleum storage tanks, shall be determined on the basis 
of height in feet, assuming one (1) floor for each fourteen (14) feet in height. In 
determining the gross floor area of an individual use within a multiple tenant building, 
the gross floor area is the sum of the gross horizontal areas measured from the interior 
faces of the interior walls of the space occupied by the use. Except for garages attached 
to single and two-family dwellings, Gross gross floor area shall not include space 



devoted to accessory off-street parking or loading facilities, including aisles, ramps and 
maneuvering space. 
 
Story, half. A partial story that meets the following criteria: 
(1)  The half story will be located on a principal residential structure with a maximum 

district or use height of two and one-half (2.5) stories. A partial story located in any 
other district or on any other use shall be considered a full story. 

(2) (1)  Gross floor area of the half story will be Habitable space located under a gable 
or hip roof and all of the roof rafters shall abut be located within two (2) feet of the 
floor joists, except at gable ends or where dormers are allowed. 

(3) (2) Dormers on the half story will meet the following standards. 
a.  The total width of all dormers on any façade will not exceed fifty (50) percent of the 

width of the wall of the floor below the half story roof. 
b.  Dormers will be located no closer than three (3) feet from any end-of-house corner of 

the floor below and any gable end wall. 
c.  Dormers will not extend beyond the wall below and will not interrupt the eave edge of 

the hip or gable roof. 
 

(Note: delete graphic) 
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