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Project Facts

155 mile long corridor from Minneapolis to Duluth

Uses existing Burlington Northern Sante FE (BNSF) Tracks

2 hours 15 minutes from Minneapolis to Duluth

Stations in Coon Rapids, Cambridge, Hinckley, and Superior
Capital Cost: $400 to $700 million

Estimated to spur $2 billion in economic development

Eugene to Vancouver
Amtrak High Speed Train:
Photo courtesy of the Oregonian (AP)




Project Map
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Regional High Speed Rail Connections
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Potential Ridership

Exhibit 2.24: 2010 Forecasted Annual Station Volumes
(Direct Connection to Casino)

Thousand passengers
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NLX Joint Powers Board

* Meets monthly

* Includes representatives from St. Louis/Lake County, Hennepin County, Pine
County, Isanti County, Douglas County, Duluth, Minneapolis, and the Mille Lacs
Band of Ojibwe.

e CM Quincy — Member; CM Cano — Alternate




Project Timeline (Best Case Scenario)
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Tier 1 Environmental Review - Minneapolis Comments

1. The City of Minneapolis supports Route #9 alignment (direct connection
between Minneapolis and Duluth).

2. The City of Minneapolis does not support an operations and maintenance
facility within the city.

3. The project will need to secure needed stormwater and erosion control
permits.

4. More clarity needs to be provided with regard to extra track work needed in
NE Minneapolis.

5. More clarity is needed with regard to the Interchange and platform locations.
If the Cedar Lake Trail needs to be relocated, the project must pay for that.
Trail closures need to be minimized.

6. Noise and vibration impacts to nearby properties must be further assessed.



Additional Platform at The Interchange
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Potential Train Layover Near The Interchange
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Adds third mainline track to
BNSF ROW

Allows Northstar Corridor
and NLX to move more freely
by relieving freight rail
congestion

Coon Creek Junction to 1-694

$99 million; currently part of
NLX scope/budget

Previous TIGER grant funding
applications have not been
successful



Next Steps

Hinckley Loop Study (direct connection to Hinckley Casino) — Completed in 2014
e Preliminary Engineering/Tier 2 Environmental Review — Completed in early 2016
* At-grade crossing improvements, road/bridge design, station design
Preliminary track design and BNSF systems improvements
Preliminary plans for operations and maintenance facility
Additional environmental work completed; mitigation identified

Financial Planning and Ridership Study — Completed in 2015
* Includes new ridership forecasts
* Includes new cost estimate

Secure state and federal funding for final engineering and construction (IGR)

Duluth Depot:
Photo courtesy of Matt Mazanec




