
Context:                  1972 Clean Water Act 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Administered in Minnesota by  

MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 

 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
 

-- includes various permit types 

-- those that affect Minneapolis are the following: 

 

Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System Permit (MS4) 

Construction Stormwater Permits 

Stormwater Permits for Industrial Activity 

Non-stormwater Industrial Permits 

Combined Sewer Overflow Permit 



Context: 
Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System Permit (MS4) 

 

 

Consists of the storm sewer system and treatment for the  

 

• Collection 

• Conveyance 

• Treatment 

• Storage 

• Discharge 

 

  of stormwater owned and operated by the City of  
  Minneapolis and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. 



Public Hearing regarding: 
 
 

Stormwater Management Program  
and 

Annual Report to the MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
Due on June 30, 2014 

 
for 

 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

2013 Activities 
 

City of Minneapolis  
and  

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board,  
Co-Permittees 



Context:  Protecting Our  
Water Resources 





Stormwater Management Program 
 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 
 

 Detecting and eliminating illicit discharges 
 

 Requirements for development projects 
 

 Controlling pollutants at construction sites 
 

 Controlling pollutants at municipal operations 
 

 Constructing and maintaining practices that remove pollutants 
 

 Public education and outreach on stormwater impacts 
 



Detecting and eliminating illicit discharges to receiving water bodies 



Detecting and eliminating illicit discharges 

 



Illicit Discharges and Improper Disposal to Storm Sewer System 

Fluorescent bulbs Chemical supplies 



Requirements for development projects 

Bioswales -- 

U of M Stadium Parking Lots 

Pervious Pavement --  

New French Bakery 



Controlling pollutants at construction sites Storm drain inlet 



Controlling pollutants at municipal operations 

Evidence of recent staining from the 
used 55-gallon drum of antifreeze 

Hazardous waste material 
storage area 

BEFORE 

AFTER 



Municipal operations 



Constructing and maintaining practices that remove pollutants 

Heritage Park Pond 

Constructed by City in 2003 

37th and Columbus Pond 

Constructed by City in 2003 



Constructing and maintaining practices that remove pollutants 

Swirl Separator Type of  
Grit Chamber 

Vacuuming out a grit chamber 
– removal of sediment, trash, 
other solids, grease and oil 



Constructing and maintaining practices that remove pollutants 



Public involvement 

Ban on Phosphorus in Lawn Fertilizer 
(except in special circumstances) 

City of Minneapolis Ban -- 2001 

State of Minnesota Ban – 2002 

 

 
Most fertilizer products contain varying amounts of 
the plant foods nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash. 
Phosphorus (phosphates) that enters surface 
waters can lead to excessive growth of algae and 
other plant pests.  



Public education 



Stormwater and water quality monitoring 



Context:   
Protecting Our Resources 



Comments can also be made in writing, as follows.  They must be received by Noon on 
Wednesday, June 25. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

By mail:  City of Minneapolis, Department of Public Works 
  Surface Water & Sewers Division c/o Lois Eberhart 
  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN COMMENTS 
  Room 300 City of Lakes Building 
  309 2nd Avenue S 
  Minneapolis MN 55401-2268 
 
By fax:  612-673-2048 
 
By email:  lois.eberhart@minneapolismn.gov 

The Stormwater Management Program approved last year by the MPCA can be found on the 
City’s web site at the following link: 
  

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/publicworks/stormwater/stormwater_npdesannualreportdocuments 
 
The significant updates to the Stormwater Management Program that will be submitted to MPCA 
on June 30 are Attachment 1 of the staff report for the public hearing.  
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