
AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
By Glidden 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 525 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code: Administration and Enforcement 
 

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
  
 Section 1. That Section 525.580 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 

525.580. Penalties and remedies for violations. Violations of the provisions of this 
zoning ordinance or the conditions of any zoning approval granted thereunder may be 
enforced by any one (1), all, or any combination of the following penalties and remedies:  

(a) Violations shall be punishable as criminal offenses as stated in section 1.30 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances. 

(b) Violations may be enforced as administrative offenses pursuant to Chapter 2 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.  

(c) This zoning ordinance may also be enforced by injunction, abatement, 
mandamus, or any other appropriate remedy in any court of competent 
jurisdiction.  

(d) Each day that any violation continues after notification by the city that such 
violation exists shall be considered a separate offense for purpose of the 
penalties and remedies specified in this section.  

(e) Violations of the outdoor display and sales of merchandise on the public 
sidewalk, and within the thirty (30)-inch wide portion extending from the 
business’s primary building wall along the lineal storefront area, shall be 
enforced as provided for in Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Minneapolis 
Code of Ordinances. 
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AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
By Glidden 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 548 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code: Commercial Districts 
 

The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 
 
 Section 1. That Section 548.180 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 

548.180. Enclosed building requirement.  (a) In general. All production, 
processing, storage, sales, display or other business activity shall be conducted within a 
completely enclosed building, except as otherwise provided in sections (b) and (c) 
below or elsewhere in this ordinance.  

(b) Outdoor dining. Outdoor dining shall be allowed, provided the following 
conditions are met:  
(1)  The outdoor dining area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from an 

adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from 
such district boundary or residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review.  

(2) Sidewalk cafes shall comply with the requirements contained in Chapter 265 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Special Permits for Specific Businesses 
and Uses.  

(c) Outdoor sales and display. The following may include outdoor sales and display 
provided such outdoor sales and display area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet 
from an adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from such 
district boundary or residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review:  

(1)  Automobile sales. 
(2)  Direct refueling of motor vehicles. 
(3)  Lawn and garden sales, provided the outdoor sales and display area shall be 

included in the maximum gross floor area of such use, as regulated in each 
district.  

(4)  Permitted drive-through facilities. 
(5)  Building material sales located in the C4 District only. 
(6)  Truck, trailer, boat or recreational vehicle sales, service or rental, subject to the 

regulations of the C4 District governing the outdoor parking of trucks and other 
commercial vehicles.  



(7)  Businesses with merchandise for sale on the premises, provided that the 
outdoor sales and display be limited to the following locations: 

a. On the public sidewalk adjacent to a ground level retail space, as 
provided by Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinances. 

b. On property adjacent to the public right-of-way, within the thirty (30)-
inch wide portion extending from the business’s primary building wall 
along the lineal storefront area, provided that all products are sold 
within the principal use, all merchandise and related fixtures are 
removed outside of the business’s hours of operation, and the use 
does not encroach on door openings, drive aisles, parking areas, 
loading zones, fire lanes, or a sixty (60)-inch unobstructed, straight 
pedestrian way. 
1.  Merchandise may only be displayed and sold pursuant to section 

427.130 (b) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
2.  All merchandise, fixtures, tables, racks, shelving and other related 

materials must be completely removed when not in use or during 
restricted hours of operation. 

 
3.  Protruding objects shall not reduce the clear width of an accessible 

route or maneuvering space. 
 
4.  Liquor, tobacco, tobacco-related products, and sexually oriented 

images and merchandise, and any merchandise otherwise 
prohibited from being sold outdoors shall be prohibited from being 
displayed and sold under this ordinance. 
 
 

 
  



AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
By Glidden 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 549 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code: Downtown Districts 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 

  
 Section 1. That Section 549.160 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 

549.160. Enclosed building requirement. (a) In general. All production, 
processing, storage, sales, display or other business activity shall be conducted within a 
completely enclosed building, except as otherwise provided in subsections (b) and (c) 
below or elsewhere in this ordinance.  

(b) Outdoor dining. Outdoor dining shall be allowed, provided the following 
conditions are met:  

(1)  The outdoor dining area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from an 
adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from 
such district boundary, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review.  

(2)  Sidewalk cafes shall comply with the requirements contained in Chapter 265 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Special Permits for Specific Businesses 
and Uses.  

(c) Outdoor sales and display. The following may include outdoor sales and display 
provided such outdoor sales and display area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet 
from an adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from such 
district boundary or residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan Review:  

(1)  Automobile sales in the B4C District only. 
(2)  Direct refueling of motor vehicles. 
(3)  Lawn and garden sales in the B4C District only. 
(4)  Permitted drive-through facilities. 
(5)  Building material sales in the B4C District only. 
(6)  Truck, trailer, boat or recreational vehicle sales, service or rental, subject to the 

regulations of the B4C District governing the outdoor parking of trucks and other 
commercial vehicles.  

(7)  Businesses with merchandise for sale on the premises, provided that the 
outdoor sales and display be limited to the following locations: 



a. On the public sidewalk adjacent to a ground level retail space, as 
provided by Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinances. 

b. On property adjacent to the public right-of-way, within the thirty (30)-
inch wide portion extending from the business’s primary building wall 
along the lineal storefront area, provided that all products are sold 
within the principal use, all merchandise and related fixtures are 
removed outside of the business’s hours of operation, and the use 
does not encroach on door openings, drive aisles, parking areas, 
required landscaped areas, loading zones, fire lanes, or a sixty (60)-
inch unobstructed, straight pedestrian way. 
1.   Merchandise may only be displayed and sold pursuant to section 

427.130 (b) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
2.   All merchandise, fixtures, tables, racks, shelving and other related 

materials must be completely removed when not in use or during 
restricted hours of operation. 

 
3.   Protruding objects shall not reduce the clear width of an accessible 

route or maneuvering space. 
 
4.   Liquor, tobacco, tobacco-related products, and sexually oriented 

images and merchandise, and any merchandise otherwise 
prohibited from being sold outdoors shall be prohibited from being 
displayed and sold under this ordinance. 

 
  



AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
By Glidden 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 550 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code: Industrial Districts 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 

  
 Section 1. That Section 550.210 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 

550.210. Enclosed building requirement. (a) In general. All production, 
processing, storage, sales, display or other business activity in the I1 District shall be 
conducted within a completely enclosed building, except as otherwise provided in 
sections (b) through (d) below.  

(b) Outdoor dining. Outdoor dining shall be allowed, provided the following 
conditions are met:  

(1)  The outdoor dining area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from an 
adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from 
such district boundary or residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review.  

(2)  Sidewalk cafes shall comply with the requirements contained in Chapter 265 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Special Permits for Specific Businesses 
and Uses.  

(c) Outdoor sales and display. The following uses may include outdoor sales and 
display provided such outdoor sales and display area shall be no closer than twenty 
(20) feet from an adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an 
adjacent ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened 
from such district boundary or residential use as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review:  

(1)  Building materials sales. 
(2)  Direct refueling of motor vehicles. 
(3)  Permitted drive-through facilities. 
(4)  Truck, trailer, boat, or recreational vehicle, sales, service or rental, subject to 

the regulations of this chapter governing the outdoor parking of trucks and other 
commercial vehicles.  

(5)  Lawn and garden sales. 
(6)  Businesses with merchandise for sale on the premises, provided that the 

outdoor sales and display be limited to the following locations: 



a. On the public sidewalk adjacent to a ground level retail space, as 
provided by Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinances. 

b. On property adjacent to the public right-of-way, within the thirty (30)-
inch wide portion extending from the business’s primary building wall 
along the lineal storefront area, provided that all products are sold 
within the principal use, all merchandise and related fixtures are 
removed outside of the business’s hours of operation, and the use 
does not encroach on door openings, drive aisles, parking areas, 
required landscaped areas, loading zones, fire lanes, or a sixty (60)-
inch unobstructed, straight pedestrian way. 
1.  Merchandise may only be displayed and sold pursuant to section 

427.130 (b) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
2.  All merchandise, fixtures, tables, racks, shelving and other related 

materials must be completely removed when not in use or during 
restricted hours of operation. 

 
3.  Protruding objects shall not reduce the clear width of an accessible 

route or maneuvering space. 
 
4.  Liquor, tobacco, tobacco-related products, and sexually oriented 

images and merchandise, and any merchandise otherwise 
prohibited from being sold outdoors shall be prohibited from being 
displayed and sold under this ordinance. 

  
 
Section 2. That Section 550.280 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 

read as follows: 

550.280. Enclosed building requirement. (a) In general. All production, 
processing, storage, sales, display or other business activity in the I2 District shall be 
conducted within a completely enclosed building, except as otherwise provided in 
sections (b) through (e) below.  

(b) Outdoor dining. Outdoor dining shall be allowed, provided the following 
conditions are met:  

(1)  The outdoor dining area shall be no closer than twenty (20) feet from an 
adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an adjacent 
ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened from 
such district boundary or residential use, as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review.  

(2)  Sidewalk cafes shall comply with the requirements contained in Chapter 265 of 
the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances, Special Permits for Specific Businesses 
and Uses.  



(c) Outdoor sales and display. The following uses may include outdoor sales and 
display provided such outdoor sales and display area shall be no closer than twenty 
(20) feet from an adjacent residence or office residence district boundary or from an 
adjacent ground floor permitted or conditional residential use, and shall be screened 
from such district boundary or residential use as specified in Chapter 530, Site Plan 
Review:  

(1)  Building materials sales. 
(2)  Direct refueling of motor vehicles. 
(3)  Permitted drive-through facilities. 
(4)  Truck, trailer, boat, or recreational vehicle, sales, service or rental, subject to 

the regulations of this chapter governing the outdoor parking of trucks and other 
commercial vehicles. 

(5)  Lawn and garden sales. 
(6)  Businesses with merchandise for sale on the premises, provided that the 

outdoor sales and display be limited to the following locations: 
a. On the public sidewalk adjacent to a ground level retail space, as 

provided by Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Minneapolis Code 
of Ordinances. 

b. On property adjacent to the public right-of-way, within the thirty (30)-
inch wide portion extending from the business’s primary building wall 
along the lineal storefront area, provided that all products are sold 
within the principal use, all merchandise and related fixtures are 
removed outside of the business’s hours of operation, and the use 
does not encroach on door openings, drive aisles, parking areas, 
loading zones, fire lanes, or a sixty (60)-inch unobstructed, straight 
pedestrian way. 
1.  Merchandise may only be displayed and sold pursuant to section 

427.130 (b) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
 
2.  All merchandise, fixtures, tables, racks, shelving and other related 

materials must be completely removed when not in use or during 
restricted hours of operation. 

 
3.  Protruding objects shall not reduce the clear width of an accessible 

route or maneuvering space. 
 
4.  Liquor, tobacco, tobacco-related products, and sexually oriented 

images and merchandise, and any merchandise otherwise 
prohibited from being sold outdoors shall be prohibited from being 
displayed and sold under this ordinance. 

 
  



AN ORDINANCE 
OF THE 

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 
By Glidden 

 
Amending Title 20, Chapter 551 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 

relating to Zoning Code: Overlay Districts 
 
The City Council of the City of Minneapolis do ordain as follows: 

  
 Section 1. That Section 551.940 of the above-entitled ordinance be amended to 
read as follows: 

551.940. Street level retail.  (a) In general. All buildings shall contain retail uses at the 
street level subject to the following standards:  

(1) Retail uses shall include Retail Sales and Services uses and Food and 
Beverages uses contained in Table 549-1 Principal Uses in the Downtown 
Districts.  

(2) Retail uses shall occupy at least sixty (60) percent of the gross floor area of the 
first floor and shall extend along at least sixty (60) percent of the first floor 
façade fronting on Nicollet Mall.  

(3) Each retail use is encouraged to have at least one (1) separate entrance from 
Nicollet Mall.  

(4) Retail uses are encouraged to include awnings and canopies to provide 
protection to pedestrians and to emphasize individual uses and building 
entrances. 

(b) Outdoor sales and display. 
(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of Title 17, Streets and Sidewalks, businesses 

shall not sell or display merchandise within the Nicollet Mall public right-of-way. 
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