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Community Health Board 

 Minnesota Statute § 145A mandates responsibilities: 
Area 5: Prepare for and respond to disasters, and assist 
communities in recovery 

 Metro Community Health Boards (partners) 
• Anoka County 
• Carver County 
• Cities of Bloomington, Edina, Richfield 
• Dakota County 
• Hennepin County 
• City of Minneapolis 
• St. Paul-Ramsey County 
• Scott County 
• Washington County  

 



Public Health Emergencies 
 Public health emergency preparedness is the ability to 

respond in a timely and effective manner to any public 
health emergency that may adversely impact our 
community 

 Historical context 
• 1800s: Malaria, cholera 
• 1918: Spanish influenza pandemic 
• 1976:  Swine Flu & Legionnaire Disease 
• 1995: Mankato Meningitis Outbreak 
•  2003:  Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) 

 



Examples of Public Health Emergencies 



Types of Public Health  
Emergency Events 

Unpredictable, rare but 
catastrophic events  

Terrorism, some 
natural disasters 

 Predictable but novel 
events  

Pandemic flu 
 

Immediate, everyday 
public health threats  

  

Tuberculosis; 
injuries; HIV; 
chronic disease 

 

   



• 2003    Smallpox Vaccination 
• 2003    SARS 
• 2004    Polio in the Somali Refugee Community 
• 2005    Katrina “Operation Northern Comfort” 
• 2006    TB Outbreak in City Homeless Shelters 
• 2007    35W Bridge Collapse 
• 2007    Avian Flu COOP Planning 
• 2008    Republican National Convention 
• 2009 – 2010  H1N1 
• 2011    North Side Tornado 
• 2012    4th of July Extreme Heat Event 
• 2013    Downtown Water Main Break 
• 2013    June Severe Storms & Extreme Heat 
• 2014    Propane Shortage 

 

City Health Department Responses 



Roles & Responsibilities 
 Health Department 

• Provide medical countermeasures 
• Conduct surveillance 
• Analyze lab specimens 
• Investigate outbreaks 
• Operate assistance centers  
• Communicate with the public 
• Assure disaster behavioral health services 
• Monitor environmental concerns e.g. food, water 

 City 
• Community outreach 
• Continuity of operations planning 
• Mass care  
• Lead vs. support 
• Events & exercises 

 



Today’s Resources & Capabilities 

 Personnel 
• Trained staff 
• Partnerships 
• Mutual Aid 
• Volunteers 

 Supplies 
• Go kits (for medical dispensing  
 and assistance centers) 
• Warehouse 
• Strategic National Stockpile 



Major Assets: SNS 

Strategic National Stockpile 
 Antibiotics 
 Chemical antidotes 
 Bandages 
 Life-support medications 
 Medical equipment 
 Other medical and surgical items 



Partnerships 

 Community-based organizations 
 Medical Reserve Corps & Community Emergency 

Response Teams 
 Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster (VOAD) 
 Other health departments 
 Schools 
 Hospitals & healthcare systems 
 Fire & EMS 
 Law enforcement 
 Emergency management 

 



Major Partnership 

County Human Services & Public Health Department 
Contract for Infectious Disease Investigation and Control 

since mid 70s 
Contract for Infectious Disease Emergency Response 

since 2003 (above day to day) 
• Coordinate daily for food borne outbreak response 
• Plan together for medical countermeasure dispensing 
• Coordinate and plan together for mass care, mass 

fatality, communication, radiological/chemical 
response 

 



Challenges 
 A City Response department 
• Readiness required for 24/7 
 
 Decreased federal funding 
• No state funding 
• Local support limited 
 
 Reporting burden 

• Annual Local Technical Assistance Review 
• 15 Preparedness Capabilities: National Standards for 

LPH includes tasks and performance measures 



Accomplishments 
 Assistance centers & reunification 

• Operation Curtain Call 
• Field Operations Guide template 

 Work with volunteers 
• Renewed MOUs with ten community organizations 
• Established and trained a Community Services Unit 
• Began work on a program to utilize corporate 

employees 
• Maintain contract with County for Medical Reserve 

Corps 
 Coordination 

• Operation Water Woes 



Upcoming Events 

 July: 2014 MLB All Star Game 
 
 August: Operation Raging River 
 
 2015: Operation Bigger Box 



Questions? 

United States Natural Hazard 
Deaths By Event Type: 
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