
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Information Technology 

 
Date:  March 24, 2014 

To:   The Honorable John Quincy, Chair, Ways and Means 
Committee 

Subject:  Accept Gift of Video Conferencing Equipment from Cisco 
Systems, Inc. for City IT Department 

Recommendation:  Accept gift of Cisco Telepresence / Video Conferencing 
equipment for City IT Department Leadership to connect with 
the Hennepin County IT Department.   

Department Information:  
Prepared by: Elise Ebhardt, Interagency Coordinator, Information Technology 
Submitted by: Otto Doll, Chief Information Officer  
Approved by: Paul Aasen, City Coordinator 
Presenter(s) in Committee: Otto Doll, Chief Information Officer 
 

Reviews Approval Date Not Applicable 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC): ☐ _______________ ☒ 
Civil Rights Approval: ☐ _______________ ☒ 
Policy Review Group (PRG):  ☐ _______________ ☒ 
Financial Impact    

No financial impact. 
 
Supporting Information 
 
The video conferencing equipment donation is part of Cisco’s Connected Community 
Grant program to expand collaboration between the Hennepin County and City of 
Minneapolis IT Departments.  The estimated value of the Cisco Telepresence / Video 
Conferencing equipment (model EX90) using State of Minnesota contract price estimates 
is $10,000 - $15,000. The equipment is compatible with the City’s existing IT systems 
and there is no commitment required from the City for the hardware, licensing or 
maintenance.  While the City uses Cisco equipment within our IT environment, we do not 
have a direct vendor relationship with Cisco.  The City purchases Cisco equipment 
through Cisco’s resellers such as Unisys, Black Box and CDW.    

 


