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LICENSES AND CONSUMER SERVICES 
LICENSE INSPECTOR’S REPORT 

 
 

License Number:   L190-50190  Police File Number: 13439 
 
Date of Application:  September 26, 2013 
 
Inspector:    Michele Harvet, 612-673-5484 
 
Applicant/Legal Entity:  Office Minneapolis, LLC 
 
DBA/Trade Name:   The Office Pub & Grill 
 
Complete Address:  307 Washington Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN 55401 
 
License Requested:  On-Sale Liquor with Sunday Sales, Class B 
 
Current License:                         None 
 
Purpose of Application:  To obtain a new On-Sale Liquor License 
  
Responsible person within 75 miles of Minneapolis City Hall:  Peter Hafiz 
 
Public Hearing Required:  Yes 
 
License Conditions:  Not at this time 
 
Neighborhood/Ward:   North Loop / 3 
 
Zoning:  B4S-1/DP – This is a permitted use in the Downtown 

Service District/Downtown Parking Overlay District 
 
7 acre requirement:   Met 
 
Off-Street Parking:  The Office of the Zoning Administrator has determined 

that no parking spaces are required to be provided on 
site.  

 
Churches or schools within 300 feet of the proposed premises:  No 
 
Seating:      Inside: 73 Seats   Outside: 44 
 
Total Occupancy:   Inside: 100   Maximum Capacity Outside: 60 

Food Service Requirement:  The applicant is not within 500 feet of a residentially 
zoned district and is within the Downtown zoning district.  They are not required to operate 
as a restaurant subject to the 60/40 ratio of food to alcohol sales.  They meet the minimum 
food service requirement. 

Hours of operation proposed: Inside and Outside Daily : 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.  
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Metropolitan Council Service Availability Charges:  A SAC determination dated April 
19, 2013, advised that five SAC units are due for this business.  This has already been 
paid by the applicant.  
 
HISTORY OF LOCATION 
 
This location used to be licensed premises for the adjacent, non-liquor, adult entertainment 
establishment known as Déjà vu.  Déjà vu has relinquished these premises for the new 
licensing proposal.  Déjà vu will continue to operate adult entertainment at the remainder 
of its premises which essentially surround the proposed premises for The Office Pub & 
Grill. 
 
APPLICANT   
 
The applicant is Office Minneapolis, LLC; a Minnesota limited liability company formed on 
March 31, 2010, under Chapter 322B (Charter Number 3781720-2) having the required 
restriction on the transfer of shares and has the following owners: 
 
Name    DOB  Title   Shares 
 
Peter Hafiz   6/13/60 Member/Manager 50% 
Jason Mohney  5/22/74 Member  50% 
   
The applicants have experience in owning and operating a restaurant. Peter Hafiz and 
Jason Mohney have joint ownership in two establishments in Minneapolis which hold On 
Sale Liquor licenses, The Gay 90’s and The Brass Rail.  Mr. Hafiz also has ownership 
interests in Sneaky Pete’s and Smack Shack, both in Minneapolis as well as ownership in 
two establishments in Louisiana.  Mr. Mohney holds ownership in over 30 liquor 
establishments across the country.  They meet all minimum requirements including 
criminal and financial background checks. 
 
MANAGER 
 
The name on-site manager at present is Peter Hafiz. Mr. Hafiz has been in the hospitality 
industry in Minneapolis for more than 10 years. 
 
POLICE REVIEW 
 
Police Licensing and this Inspector have reviewed the expenses and source of funds 
reported in this application.  The applicant has provided documentation showing adequate 
legal and traceable funding for this venture and has passed the criminal background 
check.  The First Precinct of the Minneapolis Police Department has discussed security 
issues with the applicant. 
 
PREMISES 
 
The premises licensed for alcohol consumption will be on the main floor, at street level.  
These premises will be approximately 2400 gross square feet on the main floor, with 
approximately 1700 square feet of restaurant and bar area for public use.  The indoor 
seating plan calls for seating for up to 44 guests at booths, tables and chairs.  There is a 
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bar area that seats 29 patrons.  Altogether, there is seating for 73 patrons.  The restrooms 
are located on the main floor. 
Approximately 1200 square feet of the building’s basement has been leased to hold 
kitchen, office, locker and storage space.  This basement is not public area and not 
designated for alcohol consumption.  The basement area for The Office Pub & Grill is 
locked and has a door with a sign that reads; “Employees of The Office only beyond this 
door.  Alarm will sound if door is opened without authorization.  You are being watched 
and recorded.” 
There is a fire escape door coming from inside of Déjà vu and going into the vestibule that 
leads into The Office Pub & Grill on the Washington Avenue North side.  This is a one-way 
door, for fire escape purposes only, from Déjà Vu.  It is not liquor licensed premises.  It 
shall not be used for anybody to go into Déjà Vu.  The applicant’s business plan states that 
security will monitor this area during operating hours.   
 
OUTDOOR PATIO 
 
The outdoor patio is located to the rear of the building and consists of approximately 1170 
square feet.  There will be seating for 44 guests at tables and chairs.  There is no shared 
ingress/egress between The Office’s patio and the patio of Déjà vu. 
On-site parking is available to patrons to the rear of the building, as well. 
 
BUSINESS PLAN/OPERATIONS   
 
This establishment will have food available during operating hours and will operate as a full 
service, sit down restaurant and bar.  A menu consisting of fresh made pizzas, hand patted 
burgers, made to order sandwiches and salads will be offered.  Live entertainment in the 
form of DJ’s, acoustic and amplified small bands will be offered and patrons will be allowed 
to dance.  There is no designated dance floor.  Other forms of entertainment that will be 
offered are televisions with pay-per-view sporting events, background music through the 
indoor speaker system and pull tabs.  36 different kinds of beer will be offered on tap. 
 
Beverage alcohol service will be by wait-staff who will follow serve-safe practices.  As 
conditions of their employment, the employees will be required to follow the in-house 
policies and undergo alcohol server training by an approved service provider.  All wait and 
bar staff must have current certificates stating they passed the server training. Self-audits 
will be conducted and a cash bonus system is in place for any staff who pass a compliance 
check.  Security staff will use counters to monitor compliance with occupancy 
requirements.   
 
The applicant will limit speakers to background levels in the outdoor area so as to not 
disturb the area residents.  Staff will shut down music at 2:00am and have patrons out of 
the establishment by 2:30am.  Staff will encourage patrons to exit the premises quietly so 
as to reduce the noise impact from their guests.  Staff will remind guests as they leave at 
closing to be respectful to local residents.  Management will then handle the complaints as 
needed following the companies policies. Staff and/or Management will also patrol the 
outside areas and parking lot after closing to assist in moving guests and others along who 
might be causing an issue. The outside area will be regularly monitored by Landlord staff 
wearing blaze orange clothing.  Patrons will not be allowed to loiter anywhere near the 
building, including the parking area. 
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PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY 
 
A public hearing is required for this license application.  43 notices were mailed to 
residents and property owners within 300 feet of the premises on January 15, 2014.  An 
electronic notice was emailed to the North Loop Neighborhood Association, the Downtown 
Minneapolis Neighborhood Association and the Warehouse District Business Association 
on January 15, 2014.  The public hearing will be held on January 28, 2014 at the 
Community Development & Regulatory Services Committee meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Licenses and Consumer Services Division recommends approving this application for 
an On-Sale Liquor with Sunday Sales, Class B license. 
 
LICENSE CONDITIONS 
 
None at this time. 
 


