
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Community Planning and 

Economic Development 

 
Date: January 21, 2014 
 
 
To: Council Member Quincy, Chair, Ways and Means Budget Committee 
 
Subject: Acceptance of Grant Funds for John Biggers Seed Project 
 
Recommendation:  
 
1) Accept $150,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts Our Town Program and 

$100,000 from the McKnight Foundation’s Region and Communities Program for the 
John Biggers Seed Project 

 
2) Increase the 2014 Revenue Budget for Community Planning and Economic Development 

agency Fund - Federal grants (01300 8900420 321003) by $150,000 
 
3) Amend the 2014 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the Community 

Planning and Economic Development agency Fund - Federal grants (01300-8900420) by 
$150,000. 

 
4)  Increase the 2014 Revenue Budget for the Community Planning and Economic 

Development agency Fund – Other Local grants (01600 8900420 372001) by $100,000. 
 
5) Amend the 2014 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the Community 

Planning and Economic Development agency Fund – Other Local grants (01600-
8900420) by $100,000. 

 
Previous Directives:  December 14, 2012: Approval of the submission of a grant 
application to the National Endowment for the Arts Our Town program for the John Biggers 
Seed Project 
 
Department Information   
Prepared by: Mary Altman, Public Arts Administrator 
Approved by: Jack Byers, Long Range Planning Manager _______________________ 
Presenters in Committee: Mary Altman 

Reviews 
• Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval ___ Date ________________  
• Civil Rights Approval Approval ___ Date ________________ 
• Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval ___ Date ________________ 



 
Financial Impact  (delete all lines not applicable to your request) 
• Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase 
 Dept Name: Community Planning and Economic Development 
 Fund Names: Federal Grants and Other Local Grants 

Amount: $250,000 
 
Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification: NA 
• City Goals: Many People, One Minneapolis/ Race and class gaps closed in employment 

and housing; Livable Communities, Healthy Lives/ Plentiful arts, cultural and recreational 
opportunities 

• Comprehensive Plan: 4.1.3, 4.6.2, 9.4.4, and 9.7.2  
• Zoning Code: NA 
• Other 

Supporting Information 
 
The John Biggers Seed Project (Seed) is a public art and collaborative design effort that 
engages renowned African American artists in mentoring young emerging artists in 
placemaking by educating them about African American art and community history, 
providing career development and transferable skills, and creating a sense of place that 
speaks to the culture of North Minneapolis.  
 
Seed is inspired by the Celebration of Life mural, an acclaimed public artwork led by John 
Biggers, a major African American artist of the twentieth century, which began the careers 
of young artists and organizations (including Obsidian Arts and Juxtaposition Arts), planting 
artistic “seeds” on the North Side.  
 
Goals 

• Build an attractive connection and new work of public art between the North Side 
and downtown that improves walk-ability and make the area more attractive to 
developers;  

• Teach artists transferable skills to make them more employable; 
• Engage artists across generations in a collaborative effort to create a vibrant place 

that speaks to the culture of the North Side;  
• Build the capacity of the Chicago Avenue Fire Arts Center and Obsidian Arts to 

support public artists. 
 
Seed Partners  

• City of Minneapolis Art in Public Places enriches the lives of local citizens and visitors 
by integrating public art into City planning, services, design and infrastructure. 

• Chicago Avenue Fire Arts Center inspires hands, hearts and minds through art forms 
produced by heat, spark or flame. 

• Obsidian Arts supports artists, curators, art historians and the community in the 
examination of black visual culture by providing exhibits, educational programs, a 
library, and a network supporting professional and emerging artists. 

• Urban Research and Outreach Engagement Center (UROC) advances the University's 
commitment to North Minneapolis and urban communities by building sustainable 
programs that are responsive to community needs and that maximize the resources 
and assets of the University and all of its community partners. 

 
In addition to funding from the National Endowment for the Arts and McKnight Foundations, 
Seed has received $225,000 in net debt bonds from the City of Minneapolis Capital budget 
in the Art in Public Places Program. The Pohlad Foundation has also contributed $10,000 to 
Obsidian Arts for the project. 


