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Bridge and Sculpture Dedicated to Former Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton  
 

A landmark bridge and prominent new sculpture were dedicated to former 
Minneapolis Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton at a public event on Oct. 22. The Frank 
Lloyd Wright-inspired bridge that carries 3rd Avenue South over Interstate 94 was 
dedicated as the “Sharon Sayles Belton Bridge,” and on the plaza at the north end 
of the bridge, a new public sculpture honors Sayles Belton’s historic 
accomplishments. The three-story sculpture, Beacon, is illuminated at nighttime 
and is visible both from city streets and the freeway below. 

   
The rededication of the bridge was part 
of the scheduled renovation and 
maintenance of the bridge façade and an 
upgrade of light fixtures to energy-
efficient LED lights. The City first built the 
now-iconic bridge in 2000, under Mayor 
Sayles Belton’s leadership. It is designed 
to reflect the prairie-inspired design 
principles of Frank Lloyd Wright.  
  
Beacon is a sculpture created by Janet 
Lofquist. Constructed in a metal “warp 
and weft” matrix, its woven structure 
symbolizes how the framework of the 
community and its residents come 
together to form the fabric of a vibrant 
city.  The sculpture’s shiny steel surface 
is illuminated from the inside, creating a 
mosaic of changing light, pattern and 
color. 
  
Sharon Sayles Belton served as Mayor of 
Minneapolis from 1994 to 2001, and was 
the first woman and first African 
American to hold the post. Before 

becoming mayor, she represented the residents of Ward 8 on the City Council for 
10 years, the last three also serving as City Council President. 
  
Among her many accomplishments, Sayles Belton was a champion of the arts and 
urban vitality. During her tenure, the City renovated the historic theaters on 
Hennepin Avenue, creating a regional venue for national theatrical and musical  
 

 

 
 

Election Day! 
Tuesday, November 5 
 
The answers to many of your 
questions can be found on 
the City’s election website.  
Answers to questions such 
as, Where do I vote? Who is 
on the ballot? What is this 
charter amendment question 
all about? How does Ranked 
Choice Voting work? You can 
also contact 311 with your 
election related questions.  
 
Find out more about what 
you can expect regarding 
election day results by 
reading the article on the 
left.  
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productions. She also spearheaded efforts to reconnect the city to the Mississippi 
River by revitalizing the blighted central riverfront and transforming it into a 
thriving area for housing, entertainment, recreation and culture. 
  
A recurring question in Sayles Belton’s speeches asks how we can strengthen 
connections among the public, businesses and City government. Excerpts on the 
back wall of the plaza include some of her inspiring and thought-provoking words 
that remain relevant and will continue to guide us. 

Election Results:  What to Expect & Where to Find Information  
 

Once the polls close Tuesday night, new voting equipment will make the 
tabulation of election results much faster than in the 2009 municipal election. 
However, because ranked-choice voting requires a special tabulation process, not 
all final results will be known on election night. If a candidate in a race receives 
enough first-choice votes to be elected, that candidate will be declared the 
unofficial winner on election night. In races where there is no winner in the first 
round of counting, those results will be tabulated in the days following the 
election.  

Although it is not possible to know exactly how long the tabulation will take for 
the races that do not have winners on election night, elections officials plan to 
complete tabulation and declare a winner in the mayor’s race on Wednesday, 
Nov. 6. Tabulation for all races is planned to be complete by Friday, Nov. 8. 

As each round of counting in each race is completed, those results will be posted 
in several places: 

• On the City’s elections website at vote.minneapolismn.gov 

• Minneapolis Elections and Voter Services Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/votempls  

• Minneapolis Elections and Voter Services Twitter: 
www.twitter.com/votempls  

• In the City Hall Rotunda at 350 S. Fifth St. 

Ranked-choice voting tabulation processes ballots through a series of rounds, in 
which the lowest ranked candidate (or candidates) is eliminated, and their votes 
are redistributed to the next-ranked candidate on those ballots. Races will be 
tabulated one at a time, in the order in which the offices are listed on the ballot. A 
random order has been created to handle City Council wards and Park and 
Recreation Board districts.  

For races in which there is no election night winner, here is the order in which the 
tabulation will be done, starting Nov. 6: 

•         Mayor  

•         City Council (wards in this order: 8, 11, 3, 13, 9, 5, 7, 6, 10, 12, 2, 4, 1) 
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•         Board of Estimate and Taxation 

•         Park and Recreation Board at-large 

•         Park and Recreation Board (districts in this order: 2, 4, 5, 1, 3, 6) 

  
City Budget for 2014 Being Finalized –  Still Time to Weigh In  
 

The City Council is expected to finalize (adopt) the 2014 city budget on December 
11th.  There will be two opportunities to give public input before the Council 
adopts the budget: 
 
Public Hearing 
Nov. 19 at 6:05 p.m. 
Room 317 of City Hall  
350 South 5th Street  
 
Public Hearing followed by Budget Adoption  
Dec. 11 at 6:05 p.m. 
Room 317 of City Hall  
350 South 5th Street  
 
You may also send your comments about the budget directly to Council Member 
Colvin Roy by responding to this newsletter or writing to 
Sandra.colvinroy@minneapolismn.gov  
 
As part of the budget process, there was a series of hearings before the Ways & 
Means / Budget committee where each department talks about their funding 
needs and the impact of the proposed budget.  The hearings concluded in October 
but are being rebroadcast on Minneapolis 79 (channel 79).  A schedule of the 
rebroadcasts is available at www.minneapolismn.gov/tv/79schedule.  You can 
also watch the budget hearings online at www.minneapolismn.gov/tv/79.  
 

Standish Ericsson Neighborhood Association Annual Meeting  

The SENA Annual Meeting will include Board elections and other activities.  It will 
be held on Wednesday, November 13 from 6:30-8:00 pm at Lake Hiawatha Park, 
2701 E 44th St. Here is the agenda for the meeting:  
 
6:30–6:45 Pastries and coffee 
6:45–7:00 Introductions and recognitions 
7:00–7:30 What’s the Big Idea? presentations 
7:30–7:45 Election - SENA Board members 
7:45–8:00 Announcement of winning Big Idea, meeting wrap-up 
 
SENA staff says that children are welcome to participate in the meeting; however, 
there will be a special activity for children aged 2 to 6 (limited to 10 children; 
contact SENA by Mon., Nov. 11, to reserve a space). Games will be available for  
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older children (with limited supervision), and the computer room will be open on 
its regular schedule. 

SENA’s Annual Meeting will include the third annual Idea Auction.  Here’s how 
the Idea Auction works: 
 
1. You (alone or with a group of neighbors) think of a great idea for a 
neighborhood improvement project. 
2. You attend the SENA Annual Meeting and sign up to present your idea to the 
attendees. You have two minutes to “pitch” your idea. 
3. At least four other residents agree to help you implement your idea. If you get 
this support, you move on to the final voting. 
4. After all ideas are presented, those residents in attendance vote for their 
favorite idea. 
 
The winning Big Idea will receive up to $1,000 in implementation assistance from 
SENA.* In 2012 the winning Big Idea was to create an old-fashioned holiday tree 
lighting event. The event was a big success and SENA will host it again this year on 
December 8th. The winning idea in 2011 was to build raised garden beds at the 
Southside Star Community Garden to make gardening accessible to people with 
limited mobility.  
 
SENA is excited to reprise the Big Idea auction, and staff and board members can’t 
wait to hear your ideas. If you’d like to get more information, or discuss your idea 
in advance, please call the SENA office at 721-1601 or email office@standish-
ericsson.org.  
___________ 
*Money cannot be used to pay for volunteer time. The winner must provide 
receipts or purchase orders for materials and supplies 
 
Minnehaha Avenue Layout Going to Council Soon  
 

The County is expected to send their final layout of Minnehaha Avenue to the City 
next week. Minneapolis Public Works staff will review the layout and then offer a 
recommendation about whether or not to give municipal consent to the plan.  
The plan and staff recommendation is expected to be considered by the 
Transportation and Public Works committee on November 19.  The decision of 
that committee will then go to the full Council for their consideration on 
December 6.  The latest version of the county’s design is from October and can be 
viewed from the project’s website: http://www.hennepin.us/minnehaha 
 
The latest plan show bike lanes in a similar location to the ones that exist now, 
and it shows driving lanes 11 feet wide (not 12) and parking lanes 8 feet wide (not 
9 as they are now) and 6 foot bike lane.  The space that is trimmed off of the 
parking and drive lanes will mean that 6 inches of boulevard can be added on both 
sides which they county says will help trees withstand the construction better and 
will be better for their roots long term.  The change in widths also allows a larger 
buffer (1.5 feet rather than 1 foot) between the bike lane and the drive lanes. The 
County says they have made an effort in response to concerns they heard to  
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reduce the size of some bump-outs and reduce the length of bus stops in order to 
preserve more parking spaces in the corridor.  
 
If you have comments or concerns about the design, either in general or with 
something specific, Council Member Colvin Roy wants to hear from you.  Please 
send your comments to: Sandra.colvinroy@minneapolismn.gov 
 
Help Dogs at Animal Care Enjoy the Outdoors; Donate Today!  
 

Every year, thousands of lost and abandoned animals are cared for at Minneapolis 
Animal Care & Control (AC&C), more than 4,000 in 2012 alone. AC&C has three 
veterinarians on staff and twelve animal care and control officers that tend to the 
animals including dogs that need to get outdoors to run in fresh air, play, and take 
care of business.  
 
A volunteer program started in 2011 has 100 volunteers who are walking our 
dogs and cuddling cats BUT AC&C only has one small, concrete run for dogs so 
this year they are raising private funds to build a new outside dog run. Will 
you help? 
 
Donate online today at www.minneapolismn.gov/animals or write a check to 
MACC, and send to 212 17th Ave N, Minneapolis, MN  55411 with “I’m in the 
Dog House” in the comment line.  
 
Thank you!!!  From Sandy and Hillary (the Wheaten) and Louie (the found 
member of our family) and the many dogs who will benefit from more exercise 
as they wait for a forever home.  
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Last Yard Waste Pickup of Season is Week of Nov. 18 
 

Minneapolis Solid Waste & Recycling customers can set out yard waste in 
compostable bags, reusable containers or bundles tied with string through 
garbage day in the week of Nov. 18.  Place prepared yard waste at your collection 
point next to the garbage cart by 6 a.m. 
 
Branches and leaves must be tied with string, bagged in a compostable bag or 
placed loose in a reusable container. 

• Branches must be less than three inches each in diameter and less than 
three feet long. 

• Bundles must weigh less than 40 pounds. 
• All compostable bags must be 33 gallons or less and weigh less than 40 

pounds. 
• All reusable containers must have sturdy handles and weigh less than 40 

pounds when full. Each container must be approximately 33 gallons in size 
and at least 26 inches high. 

 
Yard waste is prohibited from all City-provided containers. 
 
Minneapolis Solid Waste & Recycling customers should remember that all bagged 
yard waste put out for collection must now be in compostable bags – either Kraft 
(paper) bags or compostable plastic bags – or reusable containers. Anyone who 
prefers not to purchase compostable bags may place unbagged yard waste in a 
reusable container with sturdy handles. Other options include dropping off yard 
waste at a compost facility and taking the bag back home, or composting yard 
waste at home and using the nutrient-rich compost for gardens and lawns. 
  
Questions about leaf and brush pickup? Call 612-673-2917 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. or visit www.minneapolismn.gov/solid-waste/yardwaste.  

From Leaves to Snow;  Get Ready for Snow Emergency Season 
 

Minneapolis residents should watch their mail for information that could help 
them avoid tickets and tows when snow season arrives. The City of Minneapolis 
sent out a Snow Emergency brochures to each household in the city. The brochure 
has graphics and text showing where to park during the three phases of a Snow 
Emergency.  
 
Hold onto the brochures throughout the winter and have them handy. The 
brochure contains the Snow Emergency parking rules and lists ways people can 
find out when the City declares a Snow Emergency. The more people follow the 
Snow Emergency parking rules and help their neighbors do the same, the easier 
snow season will be. A printable version of the brochure is available at: 
www.minneapolismn.gov/snow. 
 
Snow Emergencies are declared whenever there’s enough snowfall to warrant a 
complete plowing of our streets. With cars off the street, crews can plow the full 
width of the street.  Vehicles parked in violation of Snow Emergency rules can be 
ticketed or towed. 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/solid-waste/yardwaste
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/snow


 

By reaching out to educate people about Snow Emergency parking rules, the City 
hopes that more drivers will avoid tickets and tows. Minneapolis spreads the word 
about Snow Emergencies by direct mail, emails, text messages, automated phone 
calls, social networks, the Internet and by working with the media. 

Snow Emergencies are not moneymakers for Minneapolis. Towing and 
impounding vehicles is expensive and makes plowing inefficient, so it’s in 
everyone’s interest to help drivers follow the parking rules and avoid a ticket and 
tow. 

Stay informed.. 

Here are some tools to stay informed of Snow Emergencies:   

• Hotline - By calling the automated 612-348-SNOW hotline, folks can find 
out if a Snow Emergency has been declared. The hotline will include 
information on that day’s parking restrictions that drivers need to follow 
to avoid tickets and tows. The hotline includes information in English, 
Spanish, Somali and Hmong. 

• The City’s website - Go to www.minneapolismn.gov/snow to find out 
whether a Snow Emergency has been declared and for a wealth of 
information on Snow Emergencies in many languages. Also, check out the 
street lookup, which lets you put in an address or a neighborhood to see 
where you can park during a Snow Emergency. 

• Phone alerts - Minneapolis uses a phone alert system to notify residents 
when Snow Emergencies are declared. It is an automated notification 
system that can place thousands of calls per hour. You can add your 
cellphone or unlisted landline number to the alert system by signing up at 
www.minneapolismn.gov/snow. 

• Email alerts - You can sign up to get Snow Emergency alerts automatically 
emailed to you. Go to www.minneapolismn.gov/snow/snow_esubscribe 
for more details. 

• App for Android devices and iPhones – Residents who have Android 
devices or iPhones can download an app that has the Snow Emergency 
parking rules. 

• The media - News releases are sent to the media so TV, radio stations and 
other news outlets can inform their viewers and listeners that a Snow 
Emergency is in effect. 

• Cable TV - Tune in to cable channels 14 and 79. These channels will have 
information in several languages when a Snow Emergency is declared. 

• Facebook – Like Minneapolis Snow Emergency on Facebook. Go to 
www.facebook.com/MinneapolisSnowEmergency. 

• Twitter - twitter.com/minneapolissnow. If you have a Twitter account, just 
follow us. Both the Twitter and Facebook pages will tell fans and followers 
when a Snow Emergency is declared. 
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New App Turns Your Smart Phone Into Crime-Fighting Tool 

 
The Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) has launched MPD Tip 411, a new app 
and texting service that allows people to send anonymous tips with their mobile 
devices to the police department.  
 
Both options (app or text) provide anonymous two-way interaction between the 
tipster and the MPD.  Access MPD Tip 411 on the MPD website and MPD 
Facebook page. 
 
The MPD is encouraging people to use the app or to send a text message if they 
have information on cold cases, drug activity, homicides, robberies, or want to 
share any other information that they think will be useful to the MPD in solving or 
preventing crimes. Tipsters are encouraged to include as much detailed 
information as they can as that helps the MPD determine if the tip pertains to a 
particular case or an active investigation. 
 
How to get the App: The “MPD Tip” app is free for iPhone and Android devices 
and available in the App Store and Google Play. 
 
How it works; Tips will come into the City’s Strategic Information Center, where 
authorities will review the information, respond and/or forward the tip to 
appropriate investigative unit, who will then respond back. 
 
To send a tip via text message, text MPD plus your tip (include a space between 
MPD and your tip) to 847 411 (Tip 411). Tipsters can also send pictures with their 
tips. Standard text messaging rates may apply depending on your cell phone plan. 
 
100% Anonymous ; No cell number, no IP address, and no email addresses are 
collected. All information is encrypted and no data is stored. When a tip comes in, 
it is assigned a 6-digit number… that is it.  
 
What MPD Tip 411 App is NOT for; The app is not a replacement for calling 911. If 
you have an emergency call 911.The app is also not meant to replace the City’s 
311 system and is not meant to report on chronic neighborhood crime and 
livability concerns. 
 
 
 
Events & Meetings   
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Tuesday, November 5, Election Day 
Polls are open from 7:00 am – 8:00 pm 
Call 311 or go to http://vote.minneapolismn.gov/ for voter information.  
 
Longfellow Faith Forum  
November 12, 12:00 – 1:30 pm, Epworth Methodist Church, 3207 37th Ave S  
The Longfellow Faith Forum meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 12 – 1:30 pm 
with lunch provided.  The location changes each month. Questions? Contact JoAnna at 
612-722-4529 or joannalund@longfellow.org. 
 
SENA Annual Meeting  
November 13, 6:30-8:00 pm at Lake Hiawatha Park, 2701 E 44th 
The annual Standish Ericsson Neighborhood Association (SENA) meeting will 
include Board elections and other activities including an “auction” to select the 
next Big Idea that will be supported by SENA. There will also be some treats to 
snack on.  See the article above for more details.  
 
Transition Longfellow Movie Night   
November 15, 6:30pm – 8:30 pm, Bethany Lutheran Church, 3901 36th Avenue S.  
Movie Night general details: Date: Friday night (3rd Friday of the month) Location: 
Bethany Lutheran Church, 3901 36th Avenue South, Minneapolis, 55406 Time: Potluck 
and meet & greet (optional) @ 6:30, Movie @ 7:15 Presentation and/or discussion often 
follows the movie (optional) Cost: A free-will offering is suggested: $2.00 Information: 
Annette @ 612-221-0131 or on Facebook @ Longfellow Sustainability Group Everyone is 
welcome! All movies are believed to be appropriate for children over the age of seven.  
 
There are currently openings on the City’s Boards, Commissions & Advisory 
Committees.  Applications are accepted in the spring and fall.  Please visit 
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/boards/openings/index.htm  for application 
information. 
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neighborhood 
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LCC 

 
NENA 

 
SENA 

 
●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 
 

 

   
I am honored to serve the residents of the 12th Ward.  If you have any questions or 
comments please call me at 612-673-2212 or e-mail me at 
Sandra.Colvin.Roy@minneapolismn.gov 
 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the 12th Ward News, contact Loren Olson, with your request 
at Loren.Olson@minneapolismn.gov or 612-673-2378. 
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