
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Minneapolis Fire Department 

 
Date:  June 27, 2013 
 
To: Honorable Don Samuels—Chair of Public Safety, Civil Rights and 

Health Committee; and, 
Honorable Betsy Hodges—Chair of Ways & Means Committee 

 
Subject:  2012 Federal Fire Prevention and Safety Grant 
 
Recommendation: Permission requested by the Minneapolis Fire Department to 

accept a federal 2012 Fire Prevention and Safety grant award 
of $48,000.  

 
Previous Directives:  None. 
 
Department Information   

Prepared by: Luke Scardigli – Finance Director  
Presenters in Committee: Luke Scardigli – Finance Director; Casidy Anderson – Community 
Risk Reduction Captain 

Reviews 
Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval ___ Date ________________  
Civil Rights Approval Approval ___ Date ________________ 
Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval ___ Date ________________ 

Financial Impact  
• There is a 20% matching criteria associated with this grant.  The financial impact to 

the City of Minneapolis will be approximately $12,000.  The total working budget for 
the project would be $60,000. 

• Funding will purchase approximately 1,500 combination CO-smoke alarms. 
• Action requires an appropriation increase to the operating budget: 

o Fund 01300 
o Department 2800700 
o Amount = $48,000 

• Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase: 
o Fund 01300 
o Department 2800700 
o Account 321015 
o Amount = $48,000 

 

Supporting Information 

On June 14, 2013 the Minneapolis Fire Department (MFD) was awarded an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the 
amount of $48,000 with a 20% match.  The MFD would like to implement an aggressive 



carbon monoxide awareness and prevention program along with a free carbon monoxide 
detector program for the highest risk households.  The program would be comprised of 
education through community newspaper ads, radio ads, council member newsletters and 
community meetings.  The goal is educating Minneapolis residents on the topic of carbon 
monoxide poisoning and how to prevent such emergencies.  MFD would partner with public 
health agencies, non-profits who serve high risk households and our Neighborhood & 
Community Relations Department in education, outreach and communication efforts. 

 

The Carbon Monoxide Awareness and Alarm Installation Program would focus the majority 
of its resources on the 3 City of Minneapolis neighborhoods with the highest poverty rates 
(Harrison, Phillips, Central) while also reaching out to the next 11 neighborhoods with the 
highest poverty rates.  Qualifying residents in owner occupied homes in those 
neighborhoods would have the option of requesting a free carbon monoxide detector.  These 
requests would be taken by the City of Minneapolis 311 center.  Requests would be relayed 
from 311 to the MFD, who will partner with Red Cross to help with installation.  Because 
Minnesota law requires CO alarms to be placed within 10 feet of all sleeping areas, some 
homes may qualify for more than one alarm.  Owner occupied homes will qualify for up to 
two alarms.  A two-alarm limit will be placed on each household to allow MFD to reach more 
homes in the affected neighborhoods. 


