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THINK BIG, START SMALL: 

THE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF THE HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE 
 



“It wasn’t a matter of if we 

were going to get shot, it 

was when.”  

 – Pam Patrek, resident 

2007 IN THE ECOVILLAGE 



IN THE ECOVILLAGE TODAY 



THE CLUSTER CONCEPT 

Hawthorne EcoVillage Partners 
City of Minneapolis 

Family Housing Fund 

Hawthorne Neighborhood Council 

Hennepin County 

Northside Home Fund 
Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity 

Project for Pride in Living 

 

Hawthorne EcoVillage Supporters 

American Lung Association 
Bank of America 

Bike and Build 

City of Lakes Rotary 

City of Minneapolis 

EnergyScapes, Inc. 
Enterprise Community Partners 

Environmental Justice Advocates of Minnesota 

Family Housing Fund 

Fredrickson and Byron 

Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation 
Hawthorne Neighborhood Council 

Hennepin County 

Home Depot Foundation 

Local Initiatives Support Corporation 

The McKnight Foundation 
Met Life Foundation 

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency 

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization 

Neighborhood Revitalization Program 

Pohlad Family Foundation 
Sebesta Blomberg 

Tree Trust 

Twin Cities Community Land Bank 

Urban Farming 

Wells Fargo Foundation 
 

Plus direct funders of Habitat for Humanity’s 

Projects in the EcoVilage not listed here. 

 

 



HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE – 2008 and PRIOR 

2008 - 2013 

2013 and FUTURE 



FORECLOSURES AND VACANT BUILDINGS 

HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE 

FORECLOSURES, 2006-2008 



VACANT BUILDINGS and PROBLEM PROPERTIES 

400 31ST AVE N 3101 6TH STREET N 409 31ST AVE N 

3107 6TH STREET N 3024 6TH STREET N 



“I’LL BELIEVE IT WHEN I SEE IT” ▪ APRIL 2008 

Photo Credit to MinnPost and MPR 



2008 and PRIOR 

HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE: 2008 - 2013 

2013 and FUTURE 



ECOVILLAGE ACCOMPLISHMENTS ▪ 2013 

PROPERTY ACQUISITION 

COMMUNITY GARDENS 

SOLAR PANEL PROJECT 

REHABBED HOMES 

NEW-CONSTRUCTION HOMES 

NEW HOMES UNDER DEVELOPMENT 

LOWRY AVE N 

31ST AVE N 

30TH AVE N 
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32 properties acquired by project partners, out of a 

total of 63 parcels in the EcoVillage’s 4-block area 
 

2 rental apartments in a thoroughly renovated 

duplex owned and managed by PPL, funded by 
the NSP program 

8 owner-occupant households new to the 

EcoVillage in the past three years, including: 
 

2 single-family “MURL” homes rehabbed by PPL 

and purchased by first-time homebuyers  
 

3 homes built or rehabbed through TC Habitat’s 
2010 Carter Build 

2 energy-efficient new-construction homes 

developed by PPL, built to Green Communities 
and LEED platinum standards 

1 couple that decided it seemed like a great place 

to live & have since become involved in 
EcoVillage activities 

 

7 housing units currently in some stage of design or 

development, by Habitat and PPL 

3 new public gardens within the EcoVillage: the 

Tree Nursery, the Demonstration Garden, and the 
Community Garden 

 



THREE FACTORS FOR SUCCESS 

 

It was one of those rare situations when 

everyone did what they were supposed to 

do – even the bad guys.  They were 

supposed to leave, and they left.  

 
Inspector Mike Martin, 4th Precinct 

  

1.  A network of partners to tackle different aspects of shared 

goals in an effective and coordinated manner. 



THREE FACTORS FOR SUCCESS 

If we leave, then who is going to be 

there for Pam and who is going to be 

there for Valeria? 

 

Joyanne Teachout, EcoVillage resident  

 

The residents who stayed and 

supported our efforts gave us ownership 

in the initiative and put a face on the 

work we were doing.  It was no longer 

the 3100 block of 4th Street North, it was 

‘Pam’s Block.’  

 
Inspector Mike Martin, 4th Precinct 

  

2. Deeply committed residents 



THREE FACTORS FOR SUCCESS 

3. Think big, start small: a long-term, ambitious vision combined 

with smaller immediate signs of progress. 

The concept of the EcoVillage helped 

create a new way of thinking about this 

area.  Rather than just rebuilding our 

neighborhood, our commitment to 

sustainability has attracted partners, 

funding, and – most importantly – new 

residents to the EcoVillage.  It’s a huge 

paradigm shift. 

 
Bev Scherrer, Chair of the Hawthorne 

Neighborhood’s Housing Committee 



The Hawthorne EcoVillage has set four ambitious sustainability goals: 

 

• Work toward a net-zero energy EcoVillage 

• Protect, celebrate and appropriately utilize water 

• Support the health and well-being of residents 

• Maximize biodiversity to support healthy urban ecosystems 

COMMUNITY GREEN, LOOKING EAST 

ECOVILLAGE VISION & MASTERPLANNING 



ECOVILLAGE PUBLIC DESIGN WORKSHOPS ▪ 2009 



TREE NURSERY ▪ 2008 



DEMONSTRATION GARDEN ▪ 2010 



SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION  

and COMMUNITY PRODUCE GARDEN ▪ 2011 



SINGLE-FAMILY HOME REHAB ▪ 2010 



SINGLE-FAMILY GREEN INFILL HOME ▪ 2010 



HABITAT for HUMANITY CARTER WORK PROJECT ▪ 2010 



2008 and PRIOR 

2008 - 2013 

HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE: 2013 and FUTURE 



HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE MASTER PLAN 

ECOVILLAGE 

APARTMENTS 

GREENBELT 

HOUSES 

GREEN HOMES 

NORTH (2012) 



PPL’s GREEN HOMES NORTH – 6TH ST and 31ST AVE N 

Three (3) three-bedroom, two and 1/2 bath homes, each with 1600 

finished square feet.   

 

All three houses will be certified through the Green Communities and 

Energy Star programs. 

 

The project team includes PPL, LHB Architects, Mitchell Construction, 

and the Neighborhood Energy Connection. 

 

Project funders include the Hawthorne Neighborhood Council, the 

Home Depot Foundation, and the City of Minneapolis. 

 

Construction is slated to begin June 1. 



GREENBELT HOUSES ▪ IN DEVELOPMENT 

LOOKING EAST ALONG 31ST AVE N 

GREEN BELT HOUSES AT RIGHT 

Proposed Greenbelt Houses project includes: 

 

- New alley to replace existing unimproved dead-

end alley 

 

- Seven (7) green new construction homes for 

sale 

 

- Possibility for 2 rehabbed apartments in existing 

duplex 

 

- Preservation of existing heritage oak tree 

 



HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE APARTMENTS ▪ IN DEVELOPMENT 



HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE APARTMENTS ▪ IN DEVELOPMENT 



HAWTHORNE ECOVILLAGE APARTMENTS ▪ IN DEVELOPMENT 


