
 
Request for City Council Committee Action 

from the Department of  
Community Planning & Economic Development 

 
Date:   April 30, 2013 
To:    Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development Committee  
Referral to:  Betsy Hodges, Chair, Ways and Means/Budget Committee 
Subject:  Accept and Appropriate Redevelopment Grant Awarded by the 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development 
 
Recommendation:  
 
1)  Accept Redevelopment Program grant awarded by the Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) for the West Broadway Curve project. 
2)  Amend the 2013 General Appropriation Resolution by increasing the Community 
Planning & Economic Development agency Fund 01600-Other Grants-State and Local 
(01600-8900220) by $140,000.  
3)  Increase the 2013 Revenue Budget for the Community Planning & Economic 
Development agency Fund 01600-Other Grants-State and Local (01600-8900900-
321504) by $140,000. 
4)  Authorize the appropriate City staff to execute grant, subrecipient and/or 
disbursement and related documents and agreements for this grant. 
 
Previous Directives:   
 
West Broadway Curve (1926-2022 W. Broadway Ave.):  On December 13, 2011, the 
City Council approved the submission of an application for DEED Redevelopment Grant 
Program funding for this project. On February 10, 2012, the Minneapolis City Council 
approved up to $750,000 from the AHTF and up to $30,000 of Non-Profit Admin Funds 
for this project. On March 8, 2012 the City Council adopted a resolution providing 
preliminary approval for the issuance of $5.8 million of tax exempt multifamily housing 
revenue bonds.  On April 27, 2012, the City Council approved the submission of 
applications to the Metropolitan Council and Hennepin County for (respectively) TBRA 
and ERF brownfield grant funding. On July 20, 2012 the Minneapolis City Council 
authorized staff to enter into an exclusive development rights agreement for the City 
owned parcels associated with this project. On August 3, 2012 the City Council 
approved the submission of an application for DEED Redevelopment Grant Program 
funding for this project.  On August 3, 2012, the City Council approved the submission 
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of a grant application to the Metropolitan Council, seeking TOD/TBRA funding for this 
project.  On January 11, 2013, the City Council accepted and appropriated a 
Metropolitan Council Livable Communities Local Housing Incentive Account (LHIA) 
grant awarded to the City of Minneapolis on behalf of this project in the amount of 
$300,000. On January 25, 2013, the City Council authorized the acceptance and 
appropriation of a Metropolitan Council Livable Communities Demonstration Account 
grant award in the amount of $1,000,000 for this project. On January 25, 2013, the City 
Council approved the submission of an application for DEED Redevelopment Grant 
Program funding for this project.  
 
Prepared by:   Kevin Carroll, Principal Project Coordinator, 612-673-5181 
Approved by:   Charles T. Lutz, Deputy Director, CPED                                     _______ 
                        Catherine A. Polasky, Director, Economic Policy & Dev.            _______ 
Funding Source and Appropriation Language  
Reviewed by Development Finance:                                                     _______ 
                                                                  
Presenter in Committee: Kevin Carroll, Principal Project Coordinator, 612-673-5181 

Financial Impact 
__X__ Action requires an appropriation increase to the Capital Budget _____ or  
 Operating Budget __X___ 

Dept Name: CPED (8900220) 
Fund Name: 01600 - Other Grants – State & Local 
Amount: $140,000 

 
__X__ Action provides increased revenue for appropriation increase  

Dept Name: CPED (8900900) 
Fund Name: 01600 - Other Grants – State & Local 
Amount: $140,000 

 
__X__ Action is within the Business Plan  
 
There is no direct financial impact. However, DEED redevelopment grants require a 
commitment of local match funds, to be provided by the developer. The City of 
Minneapolis has sponsored the grant request in question and will act as a pass-through 
and conduit for its expenditure. 

Community Impact   
 
Neighborhood Notification:  
 
West Broadway Curve (1926-2022 W. Broadway Ave.): The Jordan Area Community 
Council provided a letter of approval/recommendation for the proposed project on 
August 29, 2011. 
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City Goals: Jobs and Economic Vitality; Livable Communities, Healthy Lives; Eco-
Focused.  
 
Sustainability Targets: The project identified herein will help the City realize 
sustainability targets related to Brownfield Sites inasmuch as the project will require soil 
remediation.  
 
Comprehensive Plan: The proposed project generally complies with the “land 
reclamation” and “providing a healthy environment” elements of The Minneapolis Plan 
for Sustainable Growth.  More specifically, the project is consistent with the following 
policies of the Minneapolis Plan: 

 
3.1.1 Support the development of new medium- and high-density housing in appropriate 
locations throughout the city. 
3.2.1 Encourage and support housing development along commercial and community 
corridors, and in and near growth centers, activity centers, retail centers, transit station 
areas, and neighborhood commercial nodes. 
3.3.3 Work to provide affordable housing for both rental and ownership markets at a 
broad range of income levels. 

 
Zoning Code: The proposed project is in compliance or will comply. 
 
Living Wage/Business Subsidy Agreement:  Yes__   No_X__ (see below) 
 
Job Linkage:       Yes__   No_X__ (see below) 
(Not applicable; the project in question is housing-related.) 
 
Supporting Information:  On February 1, 2013, the City submitted applications to 
DEED’s Redevelopment Grant Program for the following projects:  Commons at Penn 
Avenue, Washburn Center for Children and West Broadway Curve. By letter dated April 
3, 2013, DEED notified the City that a grant had been awarded to the West Broadway 
Curve project. Redevelopment Program grants require a 50% local match, to be 
provided by the developer.   
 
 

Project Details: 

 
West Broadway Curve (1926-2022 W. Broadway Ave.) 

The developer, CommonBond Communities, intends to construct a new three-story 
structure with underground parking and 53 units of mixed-income affordable workforce 
housing.  The development site currently consists of 10 vacant lots (1.8 acres in total). 
The total projected development cost is $11,033,059. The Minneapolis Plan for 
Sustainable Growth designates this stretch of West Broadway as a Commercial 
Corridor and references the West Broadway Alive Plan for specific guidance.  The West 
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Broadway Alive plan designates this area as appropriate for “Urban Scale” apartment 
buildings of three to five stories.  This proposed land use would be in conformance with 
the comprehensive plan. It would require a site plan review, which is a public hearing 
before the City Planning Commission. When this project was first proposed, the zoning 
code classified the intended use as “supportive housing,” which was subject to a ¼ mile 
spacing requirement that could not be satisfied in this instance. An appeal by 
CommonBond was heard by the Board of Adjustment on June 28, 2012; the Board 
upheld the prior determination that this project is supportive housing. CommonBond 
appealed that decision to the City Council’s Zoning and Planning Committee.  While that 
appeal was pending, the City Council approved (on December 14, 2012) a zoning text 
amendment, under which this project will no longer be considered supportive housing 
and will not be subject to the aforementioned spacing requirement. Two variances (to 
reduce the front yard requirement adjacent to West Broadway to allow bicycle parking 
and a pocket park, and to reduce the established front yard requirement adjacent to 
Logan Avenue North from 27 feet to approximately 15 feet to allow play equipment and 
the building) are currently scheduled to be considered by the Planning Commission on 
May 6. DEED grant funds will be used to relocate utilities, improve sewer/water 
infrastructure, construct new sidewalks, create curb cuts for parking areas, and install 
new exterior lighting and bicycle racks. 
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2013R- 

RESOLUTION of the CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS 

 

Amending the 2013 General Appropriation Resolution. 

 

Resolved by The City Council of the City of Minneapolis: 

 That the above-entitled resolution, as amended, be further amended by: 

 
1. Increasing the appropriation for Community Planning & Economic Development 

agency Fund 01600-Other Grants-State and Local (01600-8900220) by 
$140,000. 

 
2. Increasing the revenue source for Community Planning & Economic 

Development agency Fund 01600-Other Grants-State and Local (01600-
8900900-321504) by $140,000. 

 

 

 


