
Request for City Council Committee Action  

from the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development - CPED 

 
Date: April 30, 2013 
 
To: Council Member Lisa Goodman, Chair, Community Development Committee 
  Council Member Betsy Hodges, Chair, Ways and Means/Budget Committee 
 
Subject:  Authorization of a Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Community 

Revitalization Fund award amendment for the 2012 Green Homes North 
Program and authorization to apply for additional funding. 

 
Recommendations: Authorize the re-allocation of $500,000 in Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency Community Revitalization Fund grant funds from the Rehab Support Program to the  
Green Homes North Program; approve appropriations and authorize agreements as may be  
necessary to implement such reallocation.  Authorize staff to request a $500,000 Community  
Revitalization Fund grant from Minnesota Housing Finance Agency for the Green Homes North 
Program Round Three.  Authorize staff to request a $200,000 grant from the Family  
Housing Fund for the Green Homes North Program Round Two.   
 
Previous Directives: On January 13, 2011, Council approved the acceptance and 
appropriation of a $750,000 award from Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Single Family Fall 
2010 Community Revitalization Fund for the Rehab Support Program.  On January 11, 2013, 
Council approved the acceptance and appropriation of a $250,000 award from Minnesota 
Housing Finance Agency for Green Homes North 2013 and authorized agreements necessary 
to implement the grant for the Green Homes North project.  On October 19, 2012, Council 
approved the 2102 Green Homes North funding awards and related agreements with selected 
developers, approved the sale of the properties, and approved the acceptance of a $200,000 
award from the Family Housing Fund for Green Homes North 2012-2013. On July 20, 2012, 
Council approved the Green Homes North program guidelines and authorized release of a 
Request for Proposals. On June 29, 2012, Council authorized staff to apply for Minnesota 
Housing Finance Agency Community Revitalization Funds to support the Green Homes North 
Program in 2013.   
 
Prepared by:  Cherie Shoquist, Principal Project Coordinator 
Approved by:Thomas Streitz, Director of Housing Policy and Development________ 
 Charles T. Lutz, Deputy CPED Director_________ 
Presenter in Committee:  Cherie Shoquist, cherie.shoquist@minneapolismn.gov, 612.673.5078 
 
Neighborhood Notification:  All affected neighborhoods have been notified. 
 
City Goals:  In five years, all Minneapolis residents will have a better quality of life and access 
to housing and services; residents will live in a healthy environment and benefit from healthy 
lifestyles; the city’s infrastructure will be well-maintained and people will feel safe in the city. 
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Supporting Information 
 
The Green Homes North Program will provide home buyers with newly constructed green 
homes on City-owned vacant lots in North Minneapolis to strengthen the sustainability of our 
communities.  Green Homes North will incorporate: quality green design standards; green, 
energy efficiency, and sustainability standards; job creation and workforce development; 
sourcing of local green products; and marketing to meet homebuyer expectations.   
 
Minneapolis and our partners have created a subsidy and loan pool of up to $3 million initially in 
2012 and again in 2013 to produce approximately 20 green homes a year for the next 5 years in 
North Minneapolis.  In 2012, proposals for 13 homes were awarded.  In 2013, proposals for 18 
homes have been received.  It is anticipated that the number of proposals received and 
awarded each year will increase to achieve our goal of 100 new Green Homes in North 
Minneapolis in five years. 
 
In 2012, up to $1 million in grants are available pending Council approval.  The $1 million in 
grants consists of $500,000 Minnesota Housing Community Revitalization (CRV) grant, 
$300,000 Minneapolis Tornado Tax Increment Financing, and $200,000 in Family Housing Fund 
resources. 
 
The Minnesota Housing Finance Agency committed early to the Green Homes North Program 
by approving an immediate transfer of $500,000 from a 2010 CRV award of $750,000 for the 
Rehab Support Program to fund Green Homes North in 2012.  This commitment followed by a 
proposed contract amendment enabled the City of Minneapolis to rapidly advance the Green 
Homes North program immediately in 2012.  The Rehab Support Program continued with 
remaining funds.  The City applied for additional CRV funds for the Rehab Support Program in 
2012 and received an award of $200,000. 
 
To fund construction of Green Homes North proposals for 2012, 2013 and 2014, staff requests 
approval of the 2010 CRV fund transfer of $500,000 to the Green Homes North Program, 
authorization to apply for an additional $500,000 in Minnesota Housing Finance Agency CRV 
grant funds and an additional $200,000 in Family Housing Fund grant funds. 
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