
 

Request for City Council Committee Action 
from the Department of Community Planning & 

Economic Development 

 
Date:  June 19, 2012 
 
To:   Lisa Goodman, Chair of Community Development Committee 
 
Referral to: Betsy Hodges, Chair of Ways and Means/Budget 
 
Subject: Accept donation of services and materials at 1001 West Broadway and authorize 
right of entry agreement  
 
Recommendation: 
Accept donation of services and materials for beautification and authorize execution of an 
Empty Lot Beautification Right of Entry Agreement with annual renewals and adjustments to 
the scope of the temporary improvements as the CPED Director deems appropriate, 
provided the arrangements are acceptable to both parties until the property is sold for 
redevelopment. 
 
 
Previous Directives: none 
 

 
Department Information   

Prepared by:                                                               Beth Grosen, Sr. Proj. Coordinator 
Approved by:   
                                    ___________________________ 
Presenters in Committee: Beth Grosen                             Charles T. Lutz 
                                                                                  ___________________________ 
                                                                                    Catherine A. Polasky 
   

Financial Impact   
• No financial impact 
• Action is within the Business Plan 

Community Impact 
• Neighborhood Notification- West Broadway Coalition is one of the partner 

organizations.  The NNRC’s Residential Commercial Task Force was briefed on June 
11, 2012.  

• City Goals—Enriched Environment:  The City owns this property as part of a strategy 
to revitalize West Broadway and facilitate redevelopment.  Beautification of the yard 
area behind the vacant building is greatly needed to improve the physical 
appearance of the property by pedestrians and all who use the adjacent parking 
areas. 



• Comprehensive Plan-Consistent The West Broadway Alive Plan recommends more 
physical amenities along the Avenue. 

• Zoning Code-Consistent 

Supporting Information 

The building has been boarded for the past 4 years following condemnation and requires 
major renovations. The City purchased 1001 West Broadway in December 2008.  The 
property is a three-story vacant mixed use building constructed in 1880 and has 
approximately 8500 square feet. The main floor was most recently used as a retail store, 
with the upper two floors most recently used in the 1960s as a boarding house.  

An RFP was issued in July 2009 soliciting proposals for both the 1001 and 927 West 
Broadway properties.  The Ackerberg Group (TAG) was selected as developer, but after 
considerable study, TAG withdrew their offer to redevelop the properties.  TAG had noted 
that 1001 West Broadway was in poorer structural condition than 927 West Broadway.  

The building has remained vacant and the City continues to seek redevelopment on the site.  
The owner of neighboring property at 1011 West Broadway, Dr. John Williams, leases office 
space to several partners in northside activities including Headwinds, NEON, Hennepin 
County, and West Broadway Coalition.  

Nat Jackson, Operating Manager of Headwinds contacted city staff this spring and has 
offered to lead an effort by some partner groups to beautify the rear of the lot of 1001 West 
Broadway because it is very visible from  the parking lot for 1011 West Broadway as well as 
Dupont Ave and EMERGE’s library project. Improvements are also planned for the 1011 
West Broadway parking lot, including new flower planters.  

Headwinds will lead the volunteer landscaping and installation of black dirt and construction 
of a large perennial flower garden. They propose to plant four lilac bushes, repair the chain 
link fence, and paint the rear wall of the building.  Headwinds will also lead regular pickup of 
trash/debris on the site. The City will continue to mow the grass where there is no 
landscaping and handle snow removal on the adjacent sidewalk.  The plan is to enter into a 
one year right of entry agreement, and authorize the CPED Director to renew the agreement 
annually until the City can sell the property for redevelopment. Minor adjustments to the 
scope of donated improvements and the right of entry agreement could also be authorized 
by the CPED Director. 

We estimate the donation to be valued at $2000 in materials and over forty hours in labor 
to establish and maintain the garden and bushes, repair the chain link fence, and paint the 
rear of the building wall.  

Headwinds and the other city partner organizations plan to begin the beautification activities 
immediately following execution of the agreement.    

 


