Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Cortin Connell <corbinconnell@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2012 4:09 PM

To: Menshek, Peggy Y

Cc: colex044@comcast.net; NATONIA JOHNSON
Subject: Fwd. Longfellow

Peggy,

In accordance with the Redistricting Group's policy concerning correspondence, please receive the following
email.

Thank you,

Corbin

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Alondra <aloespejel@email.com>

Date: Fri, Mar 23, 2012 at 3:54 PM

Subject: Longfellow

To: colex044i@comceast.net, corbinconnell/@email.com, invisionit/@msn.com

Terra, Natonia, and Corbin:

I think you should be aware of these backroom deals - please feel free to contact Mark Hoffman directly as his
email below.

Apparently Gary Schiff has promised Commissioner Dan Cohen some shiny objects at the end of this process if
he votes to keep Longfellow with the Latinos thus securing his re-election.

Best,
alondra

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Mark Hoffman <hoffm402/umn.edu>

Date: Fri, Mar 23, 2012 at 10:38 AM

Subject: Longfellow

To: mariano espinoza <mariano.espinoza@gmail.com>, Alondra <aloespejel@gmail.com>,
marlene.rojaslaraf@gmail.com, Ashanti Austin <ashantiaustinzgmail.com>, Anthony Pahnke
<pahnk001@umn.edu>

FYT: I talked to a commissioner yesterday after the meeting - the tall
elderly balding man who gave me a hard time before the meeting about
suggesting that the commission set agendas without public input - and
he said the following (paraphrased - i have it recorded so can get the
exact language) in response to Mariano's challenge re including half
of Longfellow in Ward 9: "We need Longfellow in Ward 9 because the
councilman there (our friend GS) is planning a big development along
hiawatha and the lightrail line." I know we suspected/knew something
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like this was going on, but would it be worthwhile to blow this story

open once and for all? Could we try to get someone to do an exposé on
GS's influence on a critical mass of commissioners? None of the

stated reasons for including half of longfellow in ward 9 make sense!
people must realize that something is fishy. and mariano nailed the
commission on this yesterday. GS is clearly worried about losing his

seat and/or his influence and he's abusing his power. If MIFN hadn't

been at the Midtown Phillips meeting, I'm SURE GS would have convinced
the neighborhood association to oppose We All Win, and who knows what
other neighborhood association meetings he went to (we could probably
figure this out - someone said they heard he went to the powderhorn
meeting, but we know that's not true, so it must have been somewhere
else). If we can show that GS is working behind the scenes to

undermine We All Win and the empowerment of minorities, wouldn't it
annihilate his reputation as a progressive? Easier said than done,
probably, and I'm sure this has been tried...and of course you all

know the history better than I do. It's all crazy new to me! Is

there a way we could ignite some righteous indignation and channel it
towards GS and the diluting/disenfranchising effect of including
Jongfellow(hite) (and excluding half of midtown-phillips) in ward 9?

I think that giving up the culturally-historically African American

blocks of Central to Ward 8 gives Ward 9 an even stronger case for
recovering all of M.P. Commissioners who are worried about minority
concentration in Ward 6 simply don't understand the situation.

Latinos will almost certainly vote as a bloc in Ward 9. The notion

that East Africans and African Americans in Ward 6 will vote as a bloc

is DEMONSTRABLY FALSE. And likelihood of bloc voting is the main
criterion for determining communities of interest as stated in the

VRA, Section 2.

Also, Barry's overly dramatic citation of the 20% drop in
concentration of African Americans with the loss of 3 more blocks of
M.P. can't be right. I've been running those numbers all morning and
I cannot figure out how he gets that figure. Maybe I need their
software, but something is off in his calculations. Anyone have any
ideas/alternative numbers? \

Mark(Anthony)

aloespejel@gmail.com
612-483-5359




