Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Ben Walen <benwalen@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 3:18 PM
To: Redistricting2012

Cc: Tariku Belay

Subject: Fw: Resdistricting Letter
Attachments: Tariku 3-19-12 letter.docx

| am forwarding the attached letter to the redistricting group on behalf of Tariku Belay, a resident of the Seward
neighborhood and Seward Tower West.

Sincerely,
Ben Walen
2211 21st Ave S, Mpls, 55404



March 19, 2012

To: Redistricting Committee
CC: Seward Neighborhood Group
From: Tariku Belay

2515 S. 9™ Street, Apt. #1015
Minneapolis, MN 55406

Re: Splitting of Seward Into Two Wards — Public Hearings 3/20/12 and 3/21/ 12

I have lived in the Seward neighborhood for over twenty years. I am originally from Ethiopia,
and have a strong connection within my community. As a board member for the West Tower of
the Seward Neighborhood, I serve as a representative of my East African community. In many
discussions I have had in recent weeks with other East Africans, it is very clear to me that the
vast majority of the East Africans who live in the Seward community do not want to see Seward
split up again ‘into two separate wards. Seward Neighborhood has a large East African
community. We, as a whole, strongly oppose the splitting up of the neighborhood into two
groups; We strongly believe that the neighborhood should remain intact. The Redistricting
Committee has not reached out to our East African community to hear our voice or our opinions
before taking this drastic measure to split Seward into two new wards. Additionally, such a split
would separate families who live between the two towers, East and West.

For all of the above reasons I have stated, I am not in favor of splitting Seward into two separate
wards. [ strongly believe that dividing the Seward neighborhood into two wards would cause a
lot of disharmony between the East/West. It has taken many years to mend some of the rifts
caused by the division of Seward in the late 1960°s and 1970’s. Additionally, as a Seward
Neighborhood board member and a resident of one of the Seward Towers, I know first-hand how
difficult it is to build community and to encourage different cultures to develop an appreciation
of one another. '

I enjoy living in the Seward neighborhood and I want our community to remain vibrant and
cohesive. I believe that we must keep Seward as a single ward in order to continue the important
efforts at community building that we’ve all worked so hard to achieve.

Sincerely,

Tariku Belay
Resident and Seward Neighborhood Board Member



