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My response to this splitting of Seward - an unbelievably bad solution!


I moved here from New York City over 15 years ago, and moved to the Seward
neighborhood 14 years ago.  As a 'hood that encompasses much that is wonderful
and good - progressive, innovative, friendly, big-hearted, and welcoming to all - this
was the only neighborhood that met my desires in the Twin Cities.  


The bonus point - Cam Gordon, our Green Party Council Member!!  His leadership,
thoughtfulness, ethics and overall, his "great intentions" to making Seward one of
the best neighborhoods I have ever lived in (and I have lived in Paris and Milan as
well as being a Native New Yorker in all ways).


It appears that the Redistricting Council is more concerned with the comments of
"outsiders" (those who do not live in Seward) than the actual Ward 2 residents.
Opportunity Wards?  Sounds like short-sighted code for "spreading it around," and
appears to play into the racial distributions of the neighborhoods.  This blunt
approach at "diversity" only will create (I feel) deeper hard feelings and suspicians;
furthermore it is simplistic to feel that this redistricting will solve the problems that
are occurring in other wards.


It smacks of polictical maneuvering and frankly, it is those of us who are redistricted
that will feel the pain.


As a multi-culti person (mostly native, some african-american, some austian-french
jewish), I feel that, once more, shifts happen due to what politicians want vs. what
neighborhoods need.  A stable, cohesive neighborhood - one that encompasses
many ethnicities, creeds and all - should not be put torn apart due to the politics of
the day.


By the way, I am on the SNG Board of Directors (I am the Secretary) and one of the
primary reasons that I "serve" is because I love our community dearly.


With regards,
M Marne Zafar
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