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Dear Redistricting Committee Members,


Please find attached my public statement on City of Minneapolis 2012 Ward
redistricting.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


Matt Perry


--
Matt Perry
East Harriet Farmstead
mattp@pobox.com
612.839.3320
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Public Statement 



 



 



My name is Matt Perry and I am an East Harriet resident and an active member of the 



community in and around where I live. I am the president of the Nicollet-East Harriet 



Business Association (NEHBA), past president of the East-Harriet Farmstead 



Neighborhood Association, current mayoral appointee to the Neighborhood Community 



Engagement Commission (NCEC), member of the City’s Capital Long Range 



Improvement Committee, and chair of the Minneapolis Zoning Board of Adjustment. I 



have participated in numerous Community Advisory Committees including most 



recently the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board’s Six District Dog Park committee 



and the Lake Harriet Bandshell Concession committee. I have a great passion for 



neighborhoods and community engagement and I know the communities in South and 



Southwest Minneapolis extremely well.  



 



I first want to commend the Redistricting Committee in your efforts. This redistricting 



process has been more transparent than in the past. I applaud your sincere efforts to 



hold true to the goals of the Voting Rights Act to ensure racial and language minorities 



have a fair opportunity to elect representatives of their choice.  As a volunteer on a 



number of City boards, I know how hard you have worked and I want to say ‘thank you’! 



 



Today I write to you to urge you to reconsider the placement of the East Harriet 



neighborhood in the proposed Ward 8. The East Harriet neighborhood belongs in Ward 



13 because that configuration holds true to the following standards of having compact 



and contiguous wards, reduces the changes of the current boundaries in Southwest 



Minneapolis, and ensures the integrity of communities of interest in Ward 8 and 13. 



 



Compact and contiguous wards: One of the redistricting standards that could be 



more closely adhered to under the current proposed boundaries for Ward 13 is the 



aim to create ward boundaries which allow for more “circular” wards that are never 



more than twice as long as they are wide. By keeping East Harriet in Ward 13 and 



moving West Calhoun into Ward 7 or 10 this could be achieved to a greater scale in all 



of these wards.  



 



Reduce current boundary changes: Since the expansion of the Southwest portion of the 



City limits, East Harriet has mostly been a part of Wards 11 or 13 in Southwest 



Minneapolis. The proposed change to Ward 8 drastically changes the ward 



representation for East Harriet. While the number assigned to the ward may not have 



significant value, the ward boundaries that have enveloped the communities are 



significant. History shows that East Harriet is socially tied to the rest of Southwest 



Minneapolis. 
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Communities of Interest: The proposed Ward 8 configuration splits up a number of 



communities of interest. The map of March 6, 2012 shows the proposed Ward 8 with 



East Harriet and neighborhoods to the east, on both sides of Interstate 35W.  



 



The southern part of the East Harriet is currently in Ward 13; the northern part is in 



Ward 10. Even so East Harriet has come to identify itself as fully part of Ward 13 in 



building partnerships and creating community. East Harriet has strong relationships with 



the current Ward 13 neighborhoods and has similar interests based on their location in 



Southwest Minneapolis and proximity to Lake Harriet. These relationships are evident in 



many joint events and activities around Lake Harriet and demonstrated by other aspects 



of City governance. The borders of other government entities treat Southwest 



Minneapolis as a community, such as police precincts and the NCEC election districts.  



 



I have personally been a part of many of these shared experiences and programs that 



make the neighborhoods of Southwest Minneapolis, including East Harriet, a distinct 



community of interest. The following list is just a sample of my personal experiences of 



shared interest among the current Ward 13 neighborhoods: 



 



• In 2009, neighborhood representatives from across the city met to establish election 



districts for the new Neighborhood and Community Engagement Commission (NCEC). 



Kingfield was originally placed in NCEC District 2, which included Ward 13 



neighborhoods plus Tangletown and Windom. Kingfield representatives successfully 



lobbied to have Kingfield removed from NCEC District 2 and placed in the same 



election district as CARAG, Lyndale and other neighborhoods north of them because 



they had “more in common” with their priorities and issues than those in NCEC 



District 2. 



 



• Since 2005, the seven neighborhood organization leaders in the current Ward 13, 



including East Harriet, have met regularly to share best practices, pool resources and 



identify City issues they would like to have their Council Member address at City Hall. 



 



• Linden Hills and East Harriet have been partners with the MPRB on a multi-year effort 



to develop a Roberts Bird Sanctuary Long-Range Management Plan. 



 



• East Harriet continues to benchmark its home improvement and business design 



guidelines against other neighborhoods west and south of it such as in Kenny, Linden 



Hills and Fulton because of the similarity in property values, design, historic 



provenance, etc. 



 



• KiteFest, in its 11th year, is jointly sponsored with the MPRB, East Harriet and Linden 



Hills. This signature winter event brings folks out from neighborhoods around the 



lake each January. 
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• Lynnhurst and East Harriet worked together to address the needs of residents during 



the Lyndale Avenue Road construction project. This included the design and 



distribution of "Slow Down" yard signs and active maintenance of a website with 



current construction information over a two year period. The Lyndale and Kingfield 



neighborhoods chose to not participate in this activity because of different priorities. 



 



• The Linden Hills, Lynnhurst, Fulton and East Harriet neighborhoods represented 



neighborhoods on a MPRB Community Advisory Committee to look at the expansion 



of food offerings at the Lake Harriet Bandshell, which eventually led to the selection 



of Bread & Pickle. 



 



• East Harriet borrowed heavily from the Fulton Neighborhood Design Guidelines for 



Residential Redevelopment in developing its own because of the similarity in goals 



and issues involving housing stock. 



 



Grouping East Harriet with neighborhoods east of I35W will result in a loss of political 



influence for both East Harriet and the group of neighborhoods to the east of I35W. The 



Councilmember of proposed Ward 8 will have to balance the priorities and concerns of 



Bryant, Regina, Bancroft, Field, and Northrup with a very different set of priorities and 



concerns than those next to or in close proximity to Lake Harriet. This is not a judgment 



on any of these neighborhoods. But there is a reality in the spectrum of socio-economic 



conditions from east to west in the proposed Ward 8 that results in very different 



specific political, social, and economic interests. There will be great tension for a 



Councilmember to represent the range of interests in the proposed Ward 8.  



 



I also believe that the proposed Ward 8 boundaries dilute minority voting power by 



dividing neighborhoods east of I35W that have greater concentrations of African 



American and Hispanic residents than neighborhoods to the west of I35W. This division 



artificially reduces these groups’ opportunity to influence elections at the municipal 



level. 



 



These comments are not a reflection on the current elected officials with whom I have 



had great personal success in working with on a range of issues affecting 



neighborhoods, businesses and other community issues. 



 



I applaud the efforts of this committee and respect the process you are following to 



draw equitable, reasonable and rational ward boundaries. I write today as a resident 



who believes that the interests of neighborhoods in the proposed Ward 8 would be best 



represented if they could be grouped with neighborhoods with similar priorities.  



 



Recommendation: I suggest adjusting the map so that East Harriet falls into Ward 13.  










