
From: alice evenson
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: A ward 12 citizen
Date: Friday, March 02, 2012 4:44:45 PM

Our address is 4206 19th Ave. South in Minneapolis.  We are IN OPPOSITION to becoming part of
Ward 9 instead of staying in Ward 12.  I am an election judge and have been for many years, our
community involvements and our loyalties are to Ward 12.

Thank you,

Alice Evenson

mailto:aaeven@unique-software.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: Cheryl Vennerstrom
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Ward 12
Date: Saturday, March 03, 2012 7:08:40 AM

My name is Cheryl Vennnerstrom. My address is 3924 23rd Avenue South Minneapolis. I have lived
in the same home for over 25 years. I am opposed to the redistricting plan that would make me a
part of Ward 9. I have been involved in Ward 12 activities for several years. My children went to
Ericsson Elementary. We use the park and library facilities in the Nokomis area. We have not
participated in Corcoran neighborhood activities.
 
Thank you-Cheryl Vennerstrom
 
Cheryl Vennerstrom
Chief Operating Officer
Orion Associates, Meridian Services,
Zenith Services, Orion ISO
612-239-3768 cell
763-450-5007 office/763-450-5005 fax

P Please consider the impact to the environment before printing this e-mail.

Help support disaster response - Headwaters Disaster Relief Organization. www.headwatersrelief.org
.

Orion Associates, Meridian Services and Zenith Services are accredited by CARF and are
committed to
providing quality service in accordance with CARF guidelines and standards
NOTE: This communication may contain information that is legally protected from unauthorized disclosure. If  you are not the intended
recipient, please note that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If  you have received
this message in error, you should notify the sender immediately by telephone or by return email and delete this message from your
computer.

 
 

mailto:CVennerstrom@orionassoc.net
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://www.headwatersrelief.org/


From: Babette Kamba
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: household Public Comment
Date: Saturday, March 03, 2012 2:41:04 PM
Attachments: plan-2.pdf

plan-5.pdf
SKMBT_C45112030212470.pdf

Thank you for your time and work in this process.
I, as a resident and active member of the Harrison Neighborhood, cannot overstate the importance for our
neighborhood to remain together in one ward. The rules and guidelines for redistricting strongly support not dividing
us. I am in full agreement with HNA's official public comment below. 

Individually I emphasize the need to keep Harrison whole. I find it of secondary importance which ward we are
included in, so long as Harrison remains together in one ward!

Please, please, redraft Harrison in one ward without division.

Thank you for your time and understanding,

Babette J Kamba
534 Newton Ave N
Mpls, MN 55405
bjkamba@gmail.com

From: Hiscock, Larry
Sent: 3/2/2012 11:56 AM
To: redistricting2012@minneapolis.gov
Subject: Harrison Neighborhood Association Public Comment

March 1st, 2012
Minneapolis Redistricting Group,
c/o City Clerks Office
Room 304 City Hall
350 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415
Redistricting Group Members,
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide public comment on draft Ward maps. The Harrison
Neighborhood Association is the official citizenparticipation organization representing the Harrison
neighborhood. Harrison neighborhoods population is approximately 3,200, The Harrison Neighborhood
Association is committed to promoting racial and economic equity. There are deep concerns about thedraft
Ward Boundaries that will split a low-income neighborhood in half.
We offer the attached map as an alternative. It requires minor block shifts to address our concerns:
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/.
Harrison Neighborhood Association hosted a community information session. Residents from both sides of the
proposed boundary line attended the meeting. Residents were united behind the following:

1. Residents said Keep Harrison Whole! The neighborhood should not be divided. Harrison is a small
neighborhood and a split would be harmful to election turnout, dilute the voting base, and marginalize a
low-income neighborhood.

a. Harrison has historically been a single precinct. This has made election time, primaries and the
caucus process a community building activity that has strengthened neighborhood identity.

b. Residents are able to vouch for neighbors, family and friends without additional logistical
challenge.

c. Harrison is a small neighborhood. Cracking up the community would negatively impact the voting
power and ability of area residents to secure representation of their choice.

d. The Draft Ward Maps violates the Charter Commission principles to guide the redistricting

mailto:bjkamba@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:bjkamba@gmail.com
mailto:redistricting2012@minneapolis.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/
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process by: 1) Harrison residents identify with North Minneapolis and Ward 5. There is a common
ethnic heritage and community story. This is not true for Harrison the communities in Ward 7 and
2) Makes a drastic Ward change negatively impacting a geographically and socially isolated
neighborhood.

2. Harrison should remain in Ward 5! Residents want a fair opportunity to elect a representative of their
choice. The Federal law requires that racial and language minorities have a fair opportunity to elect
representatives of their choice. This action dilutes community voting power to raise issues, secure
representation and elect a candidate of their choice. This action would almost entirely disenfranchise
1,500 residents that would be moved into Ward 7. It would also marginalize the voice of 1,700 residents
that would remain in Ward 5. Harrisons Northern boundary is a 4-lane highway. Harrison shares
demographic and social issue priorities with North Minneapolis in Ward 5, but has unique place based
issues that require the neighborhood voting base remain intact.

Demographics Harrison
Neighborhood

Near North
Community

Ward 5

Calhoun Isles
Community

Ward 7
African American 39.6% 52.4% 3.4%
White 28.9% 17.5% 86.4%
Asian 17.5% 14.9% 3.6%
Hispanic/Latino 9.1% 8.5% 3.5%
Median Household
Income

$38,045 $32,413 $64,992

Quick Comparison People of Color: 71.1%
White: 28.9%

People of Color: 85.1%
White: 14.9%

People of Color: 13.6%
White: 86.4%

3. Ensure Northside Representation of Northside Opportunity! Contiguous land with similar zoning
should be in the same Ward. Ward lines should not create islands disconnected from populations they
are intended to benefit.

a. Residential and job producing areas in Basset Creek Valley should be in the 5th Ward because the
residential and business areas share a common history with North Minneapolis and directly
connected to each other. The proposed draft maps peel away residential and business areas from
North Minnepolis.

b. Multiple City grant requests, resolutions connect the commercial and residential areas to 5th Ward
populations. The public financing and development goals are tied to 5th Ward and North
Minneapolis demographics. HNA proposed maps would return areas andbring contiguous
commercial/residential zoned areas into 5th Ward consistent with development goals and local
history.

c. The economic disparities in 5th Ward also are used to qualify for public financing. According to
the 2009 American Survey Harrisons overall unemployment rate is 20.5%, for Hispanic residents
25% and for African Americans it is 32.5%.It is specious forWard 7 to represent areas that
directly benefit from public financing tied to racial and economic disparities located inWard 5.The
attached map would ensure fair representation of community interests.

Redistricting is a complicated process. It is important that we focus on the outcomes associated with changing
Ward lines. Minneapolis has a progressive history but has some of the most entrenched racial disparities in the
country. Redistricting should not be at the expense oflow-income community and communities of color.
Harrison residents oppose the proposed draft Ward Maps because of the damaging affect it will have on
community, voter turnout, and ability of voters to elect a representative of their choice. Please accept the
attached map as an alternative. Minor changes are needed to make the Harrison neighborhood whole.



Thank you for consideration.
Sincerely,
Larry Hiscock, Director
Larry Hiscock
Director/Lead Organizer
612-374-4849
I GoodSearch and GoodShop for the Harrison Neighborhood Association.
Raise money for Harrison Neighborhood Association just by searching the Internet with
GoodSearch.com (powered by Yahoo), or shopping online with GoodShop.com. Simply go to
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hnaand add us to your
toolbar.

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hna




From: Karen Heintz
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: East Harriet Neighborhood
Date: Sunday, March 04, 2012 9:18:36 PM

Hello- I could not attend the hearings on redistricting but want to voice my opinion that carving our
East Harriet Neighborhood into three different wards does not make sense to me.  Almost all the
rest of the neighborhoods are in one ward or maybe two and most of them are much bigger
neighborhoods.  We only have 42 blocks of homes total in our neighborhood.  I do not agree with
your redistricting and do not see any logical reason for what you are proposing.  Thank you for
taking the time to read my opinion.  Karen
 
Karen Heintz
4205 Colfax Ave S
Minneapolis, MN  55409
612-827-5442

mailto:kheintz@pobox.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: Hiscock, Larry
To: Menshek, Peggy Y
Subject: FW: Harrison Neighborhood Association Public Comment
Date: Sunday, March 04, 2012 11:02:53 PM
Attachments: plan-2.pdf

plan-5.pdf
SKMBT_C45112030212470.pdf

Peggy,
 
Please forward to all Minneapolis Charter Commissioners our comment and concerns regarding the
proposed Ward Maps. 
 
Thank you,
 
Larry Hiscock
Director/Lead Organizer
612-374-4849
 
I GoodSearch and GoodShop for the Harrison Neighborhood Association. 
 
Raise money for Harrison Neighborhood Association just by searching the Internet with
GoodSearch.com (powered by Yahoo), or shopping online with GoodShop.com.  Simply go to
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hna and add us to your toolbar.

From: Hiscock, Larry 
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2012 11:52 AM
To: 'redistricting2012@minneapolis.gov'
Cc: 'Steven.Hogan@ci.minneapolis.mn.us'; 'don.samuels@ci.minneapolis.mn.us'; 'Cuff, Monique M.';
'mthompson@cinequipt.com'; 'lgoddard@srfconsulting.com'; 'fppeters@yahoo.com';
'aster.mulu@gmail.com'; 'kchatman@visi.com'; 'Malik Holt-Shabazz'; 'Malik Holt'; Sitati, Nelima;
'mmcdonell.mm@gmail.com'; 'lashene@yahoo.com'; 'bjkamba@gmail.com'; 'karia@bitstream.net'
Subject: Harrison Neighborhood Association Public Comment
 
March 1st, 2012
 
Minneapolis Redistricting Group,
 
c/o City Clerks Office
Room 304 City Hall
350 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55415
 
Redistricting Group Members,
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide public comment on draft Ward maps. 
The Harrison Neighborhood Association is the official citizen participation organization
representing the Harrison neighborhood.  Harrison neighborhood’s population is
approximately 3,200, The Harrison Neighborhood Association is committed to promoting
racial and economic equity.  There are deep concerns about the draft Ward Boundaries that
will split a low-income neighborhood in half. 
 
We offer the attached map as an alternative.  It requires minor block shifts to address our
concerns: http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/. 

mailto:larry@hnampls.org
mailto:Peggy.Menshek@minneapolismn.gov
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hna
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/
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Harrison Neighborhood Association hosted a community information session.  Residents
from both sides of the proposed boundary line attended the meeting.  Residents were united
behind the following: 

1. Residents said “Keep Harrison Whole!” The neighborhood should not be divided.
Harrison is a small neighborhood and a split would be harmful to election turnout,
dilute the voting base, and marginalize a low-income neighborhood.

a. Harrison has historically been a single precinct.  This has made election time,
primaries and the caucus process a community building activity that has
strengthened neighborhood identity. 

b. Residents are able to vouch for neighbors, family and friends without additional
logistical challenge.

c. Harrison is a small neighborhood.  Cracking up the community would negatively
impact the voting power and ability of area residents to secure representation of
their choice.

d. The Draft Ward Maps violates the Charter Commission principles to guide the
redistricting process by: 1) Harrison residents identify with North Minneapolis
and Ward 5.  There is a common ethnic heritage and community story.  This is
not true for Harrison the communities in Ward 7 and 2) Makes a drastic Ward
change negatively impacting a geographically and socially isolated
neighborhood.

2. Harrison should remain in Ward 5! Residents want a fair opportunity to elect a
representative of their choice. The Federal law requires that racial and language
minorities have a fair opportunity to elect representatives of their choice. This action
dilutes community voting power to raise issues, secure representation and elect a
candidate of their choice.  This action would almost entirely disenfranchise 1,500
residents that would be moved into Ward 7.  It would also marginalize the voice of
1,700 residents that would remain in Ward 5.  Harrison’s Northern boundary is a 4-lane
highway.  Harrison shares demographic and social issue priorities with North
Minneapolis in Ward 5, but has unique place based issues that require the
neighborhood voting base remain intact.

 
Demographics Harrison

Neighborhood
 

Near North
Community

Ward 5

Calhoun Isles
Community

Ward 7
African American 39.6% 52.4% 3.4%
White 28.9% 17.5% 86.4%
Asian 17.5% 14.9% 3.6%
Hispanic/Latino 9.1% 8.5% 3.5%
Median Household
Income

$38,045 $32,413 $64,992

Quick Comparison People of Color: 71.1%
White: 28.9%

People of Color: 85.1%
White: 14.9%

People of Color: 13.6%
White: 86.4% 



3. Ensure Northside Representation of Northside Opportunity! Contiguous land with
similar zoning should be in the same Ward. Ward lines should not create islands
disconnected from populations they are intended to benefit.

a. Residential and job producing areas in Basset Creek Valley should be in the 5th
Ward because the residential and business areas share a common history with
North Minneapolis and directly connected to each other.  The proposed draft
maps peel away residential and business areas from North Minnepolis. 

b. Multiple City grant requests, resolutions connect the commercial and residential
areas to 5th Ward populations. The public financing and development goals are
tied to 5th Ward and North Minneapolis demographics.  HNA proposed maps
would return areas and bring contiguous commercial/residential zoned areas into
5th Ward consistent with development goals and local history. 

c. The economic disparities in 5th Ward also are used to qualify for public
financing.  According to the 2009 American Survey Harrison’s overall
unemployment rate is 20.5%, for Hispanic residents 25% and for African
Americans it is 32.5%.  It is specious for Ward 7 to represent areas that directly
benefit from public financing tied to racial and economic disparities located
in Ward 5.  The attached map would ensure fair representation of community
interests.

 
Redistricting is a complicated process.  It is important that we focus on the outcomes
associated with changing Ward lines.  Minneapolis has a progressive history but has some of
the most entrenched racial disparities in the country.  Redistricting should not be at the
expense of low-income community and communities of color.
 
Harrison residents oppose the proposed draft Ward Maps because of the damaging affect it
will have on community, voter turnout, and ability of voters to elect a representative of their
choice.  Please accept the attached map as an alternative.  Minor changes are needed to make
the Harrison neighborhood whole.
Thank you for consideration.
 
Sincerely,
 
Larry Hiscock, Director
  
 
 
Larry Hiscock
Director/Lead Organizer
612-374-4849



 
I GoodSearch and GoodShop for the Harrison Neighborhood Association. 
 
Raise money for Harrison Neighborhood Association just by searching the Internet with
GoodSearch.com (powered by Yahoo), or shopping online with GoodShop.com.  Simply go to
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hna and add us to your toolbar.
 

http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/harrison-neighborhood-association-hna


From: Sarah Hollows
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: We all Win
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 10:39:00 AM

Attention Redistricting Group,

The “We All Win” map is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the forward-looking
planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy.  It not only creates an opportunity for
Latinos, but also creates an opportunity in three other wards for the African American, Native
American, and Somali communities.

As we are approaching elections, having a Latino ward in Minneapolis creates the opportunity to
have a Latino running for city council, who will represent the Latino community in south
Minneapolis. 

This kind of community leadership is imperative for the successful future of our state - I urge you
to support it in your decision making this afternoon.

Thank you,

Sarah Hollows

resident of South Minneapolis

mailto:sarahehollows@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: Kristine Schmitz
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: We all Win Map...
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 11:09:14 AM

This is very important MAP, creating "minority opportunity wards".  I am in support
of the "We all Win Map".  Please kindly consider this all important MAP to support
the forward-looking planning of Minneapolis!

Kris Schmitz
Social Justice Team Lead at St. Catherine University
- 
Kris Schmitz
CdC 251
Mail #4058
2004 Randolph Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105
651.690.6000
kmschmitz@stkate.edu

mailto:kmschmitz@stkate.edu
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:kmschmitz@stkate.edu


From: Bimbola Akinbola
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Support our diverse South Minneapolis neighborhoods!
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 12:37:23 PM

Dear Redistricting Group:

We write to you to ask for your support in keeping our diverse South
Minneapolis neighborhoods together as depicted in the, “We All Win,” map
in this link:

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/

We live and work here. How we all came to live in this neighborhood is
part of every cultural tradition in our country where communities
develop based on mutual support and common need.
In this diverse community, our interests are tied together by
linguistic, cultural, and life experiences, much like your own. “We
All Win” is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the
forward-looking planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy,
which will create opportunity and representation.

 As a benefit,  it creates opportunities in 3 wards for the African
American, Native American, and Somali communities. This is what our
diverse Powderhorn tradition is about. In your final deliberations, we
ask that you please keep Midtown Phillips, East Phillips, Powderhorn,
Central, and parts of Corcoran and Standish together in order to
establish a 34.72% Latino voting age population – helping Latinos the
ability to represent their specific interests today and 10 years from
now.

Your decision on a final map will impact the lives of well over 40,000
Latino families and children who have invested in making Minneapolis a
richer and healthier city. We know you will make your deliberations
with deep thought and hope you can draw the lines in a way that will
empower, and not divide, the Latino community.

Sincerely,

Bimbola Akinbola
Program Coordinator

3200 Bloomington Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 55407

--
"Education is about healing and wholeness. It is about empowerment,
liberation, transcendence, about finding and claiming ourselves and
our place in the world."

-bell hooks

mailto:bimbola.akinbola@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/


From: Anthony Pahnke
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Concern about Today"s redistricting meeting
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 12:43:12 PM

Dear Redistricting Group:

I am writing you to ask for your support in keeping our Diverse south
Minneapolis neighborhoods together as depicted in the, “We All Win” map

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/

In your final deliberations, I ask that you keep Midtown
Phillips, East Phillips, Powderhorn, Central, and parts of Corcoran
and Standish together in order to establish a 34.72% Latino voting age
population.
 
I live here. How we all came to live in this neighborhood is
part of every cultural tradition in our country where communities
develop based on mutual support and common need. 
 
Personally, I have worked with many migrant groups and know the central
role they play in being neighbors and contributors culturally, socially and
economically.  It is out of fariness that they deserve equal representation in
the areas in question. This is why I support  "We All Win.” It is a fair, balanced,
and needed approach to support the forward-looking planning of
our city’s democracy and social vibrancy.  It creates opportunities for the Latino
African American, Native American, and Somali communities.
This is what our diverse Powderhorn tradition is about.

Your decision on a final map will impact the lives of well over 40,000
Latino families and children who have invested in making Minneapolis a
richer and healthier city. We know you will make your deliberations
with deep thought and hope you can draw the lines in a way that will
empower, and not divide, the Latino community.

Sincerely,
 
Anthony Pahnke
3648 Elliot Ave. 
Minneapolis MN  55407
 
Ph.D candidate, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

mailto:pahnk001@umn.edu
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/


From: Amelia Smith
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: South Minneapolis Neighborhood Redistricting
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 12:45:59 PM

Dear Redistricting Group:

I write to you to ask for your support in keeping our Diverse south
Minneapolis neighborhoods together as depicted in the, “We All Win,” map
in this link:

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/

We live and work here. How we all came to live in this neighborhood is part of every
cultural tradition in our country where communities develop based on mutual support and
common need. 

In this diverse community, our interests are tied together by linguistic,
cultural, and life experiences, much like your own. “We
All Win” is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the
forward-looking planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy,
which will create opportunity and representation. As a benefit,  
it creates opportunities in 3 wards for the
African American, Native American, and Somali community. 
This is what our diverse Powderhorn tradition is about. 

In your final deliberations, we ask that you please keep Midtown
Phillips, East Phillips, Powderhorn, Central, and parts of Corcoran
and Standish together in order to establish a 34.72% Latino voting age
population – helping Latinos the ability to represent their specific
interests today and 10 years from now.

Your decision on a final map will impact the lives of well over 40,000
Latino families and children who have invested in making Minneapolis a
richer and healthier city. We know you will make your deliberations
with deep thought and hope you can draw the lines in a way that will
empower, and not divide, the Latino community.

Sincerely,

Amelia Smith
619 E. 36th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55407

Worker-Owner
The Hub Bike Coop, Minneapolis

mailto:amelia@thehubbikecoop.biz
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/


From: Mark Hoffman
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: In Support of We All Win Redistricting Proposal
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 12:52:17 PM

Dear Redistricting Officials,

I am writing to support the “We All Win” redistricting proposal (see
link below for map).

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/

In your final deliberations, we ask that you please keep Midtown
Phillips, East Phillips, Powderhorn, Central, and parts of Corcoran
and Standish together in order to establish a 34.72% Latino voting age
population – helping Latinos the ability to represent their specific
interests today and well into the future.

I have lived in the Powderhorn neighborhood for four years now and
plan to stay here as long as it remains a diverse neighborhood with a
strong tradition of multiculturalism, tolerance, and social justice.
Both as a researcher and a teacher of immigration studies and as
resident of Powderhorn, I have come to know a great deal about the
contributions of immigrant groups to local communities and economies
as well as the obstacles they face to full participation in our
democratic processes and practices.   Your decision on a final map
could empower well over 40,000 Latino families and children who have
invested a great deal in making Minneapolis a richer and healthier
city, but who have been marginalized and excluded from domains of
political participation.  These communities are the reason why I am
proud to call Powderhorn my home, and I believe they have the right to
full political representation and inclusion.

In this vibrant, multicultural community, our interests are uniquely
tied together by multicultural and multilingual literacy. “We All Win”
would preserve the unique qualities of our neighborhoods by empowering
groups from a range of backgrounds to deliberate across difference,
participate in democratic decisions, and secure political
representation for historically underprivileged minorities. In
addition to Latino communities, “We all Win” would empower the African
American, Native American, and Somali communities.

We know you will consider your decisions carefully and we hope you
find a way to create districts that will empower, and not divide, our
communities.

Sincerely,
Mark Hoffman
Graduate Instructor
University of Minnesota
3648 Elliot Ave S. Apt. 1
Minneapolis, MN 55407

mailto:hoffm402@umn.edu
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/




From: jspangler99@aol.com
To: Menshek, Peggy Y
Subject: On Midtown Phillips and East Phillips area
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 3:35:39 PM

Redistricting Group please note – The CURA prepared maps show Midtown Phillips and East
Phillips as 93% to 89% non East African  ethically identifying but you are grouping in the
current proposal the majority of the two neighborhoods into an election preference outcome
ward favoring this identifying group –

Joseph Spangler
2920 15th Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55407

mailto:jspangler99@aol.com
mailto:Peggy.Menshek@minneapolismn.gov


From: Neisha Reynolds
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Do Not Divide Harrison Neighborhood: We want to be One Neighborhood in Ward 5
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 4:01:33 PM

Dear Redistricting Committee:
 
I am a resident of Harrison neighborhood, where I have lived since 2006.  As
someone who lives here; I have been very involved in my neighborhood since I
relocated from New York. 
 
I am a former board member of the Harrison neighborhood association (HNA).  I am
a volunteer and a board member at the Redeemer Center for Life (RCFL), in
Harrison.  I am a parent, a community gardener and a neighbor who cares about
the people that I engage daily. 
 
Through HNA and RCFL I have worked with neighbors to establish community
gardens and efforts that build and reinforce the social capital of the neighborhood.
Together, we have worked to preserve property, confront racism, engage youth and
to develop and advocate for sustainable development that benefits all members of
our community.  We are building the health of our community, one person and one
issue at a time.
 
After years of renting on 3rd Avenue N; In April 2010, I purchased my first home in
this neighborhood, on 5th Avenue N. - a previously blighted property, because I love
my neighborhood and am committed to its development. 
 
Harrison Neighborhood residents are revered across the city because of our activism.
Harrison neighborhood is small, but mighty.  Mighty, because we identify with our
neighbors and are vigilant about protecting and preserving our neighborhood.  We
are passionate, caring and activated.  In part, because we are constantly put in
position to fight and protect what everybody wants and deserves in their
neighborhood. 
 
The sad truth is we are often fighting the city and its committees comprised of
people who do not live here and do not have to bear the impact of their decisions. I
have lived on both sides of Glenwood Avenue.  For years, neighbors on either side of
Glenwood Avenue have worked together to advocate and assure equitable
development of Harrison Neighborhood. Your committees proposal to divide the
neighborhood down Glenwood Avenue detracts from our efforts and
compromises the social capital that we've worked so hard to establish. 
 
I am asking you to reconsider your proposal and to find a way to draw your
redistricting lines so that our neighborhood does not bear the brunt for some other
political agenda.  Find another way.  Do not divide Harrison neighborhood.
 
Thank you,
 
Neisha Reynolds
525 Oliver Avenue N.
Minneapolis, MN 55405
 

mailto:neisha.reynolds@yahoo.com
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From: Laura Jean
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Redistricting Whittier Neighborhood
Date: Monday, March 05, 2012 10:17:44 PM

To Whom it May Concern,

The proposed redistricting hurts inner city neighborhoods by dividing them into two different
districts. Inner city neighborhoods like mine, Whittier, face unique challenges that require
consistency and continuity if we are to successfully address issues around high rates of
concentrated poverty, higher rates of crime than more affluent neighborhoods and work to
support the diverse interests of our community.

Dividing neighborhoods into two separate districts complicates working with our city and
state representatives to ensure that our voices are heard and our constituents are represented.

Retaining the integrity of neighborhood boundaries is critical for a fair, equal democratic
process. Dividing any neighborhood up is a bad move, but it will be especially challenging
for neighborhoods like mine that have some of the highest gaps in economics, education and
healthcare. The inequality of resources for too many of our residents makes the unified voice
of our political representation critical for the well being of our neighborhood.

Please keep Whittier's, and other neighborhoods', boundaries intact. You can do this by
moving the eastern boundary of the draft Ward 10 map from 1st Ave to 4th Ave/35. This
keeps our neighborhood whole without skewing required population numbers.

Sincerely,

Laura Jean
Whittier Resident
612-724-2514

mailto:mizzlaurajean@iphouse.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: jahp2691@yahoo.com
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Cmsr Peltola remarks on Mon Mar 5 discussion
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 12:06:47 AM
Attachments: peltola_me2-share_map&stats.pdf

For the information of all my fellow Redistricting Group members, and for the record:
 
At the Monday Mar 5 Operations Committee meeting, I made the case for what I called the
"Maximize Gains and Share Diversity Map" ("me2-share" on drawminneapolis.org), attached
as a pdf.
 
Of the maps presented by members of our group, I believe it did the best overall job of
maximizing wards with approx >50% voting age minorities – including one with >30%
Hispanic, minimizing the reconfiguration of the existing ward layout, while also addressing
the range of public comment we’ve heard.  Enabling this was the idea of dividing the official
Whittier neighborhood into 4 quadrants (NW--7th ward, SW--10th, NE--6th, SE--8th).  This
was the most controversial part.  I think it'd be a tradeoff worth making, though, and actually
advantageous for the neighborhood.
 
I also advocated for us to ensure that the Royalston SW-LRT station area remains in the SE
corner of the 5th ward (in addition to the official Harrison neighborhood being entirely in the
5th).  The 5th ward council member sits on the corridor management committee, and the
neighboring communities have made a huge investment in the station area planning to date.
 
I joined in the group consensus to proceed to tomorrow's Ops Cmte meeting using Chair
Clegg's latest revised map as the template on which to make further adjustments.  I’m
concerned about the shape of the 10th ward in that plan, as it is quite long with a narrow
“throat” in the middle.  The 8th ward is also problematic since it extends so far east from
Lake Harriet.  We’ve received testimony and emails that the East Harriet neighborhood is
opposed to such a dramatic switch from being associated with the southwest corner of the
city.  I also have concerns about the 2nd ward extending so far from north to south on both
sides of the river.
 
Regards to everyone involved in this process,
 
Jeff
 
Jeffrey Peltola, Charter Commissioner
 

mailto:jahp2691@yahoo.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov



Peltola me2-share map info and stats
5-Mar-12


Tartet Pop: 29429
Ward Tot Pop % dev % V.A. Black % V.A. Hispanic % V.A. Non-White


1 28950 -1.63 9.87 9.37 25.00
2 28145 -4.36 7.40 2.53 24.47
3 28003 -4.85 12.83 5.12 28.21
4 30490 3.61 32.18 6.32 49.34
5 30484 3.58 54.16 7.51 75.82
6 29027 -1.37 38.24 10.47 57.04
7 29902 1.61 8.71 3.87 18.61
8 30008 1.97 22.98 31.78 60.80
9 29744 1.07 10.82 13.38 32.16
10 29383 -0.16 9.19 8.34 22.42
11 29621 0.65 15.58 7.23 26.98
12 29413 -0.05 6.86 5.78 17.05
13 29408 -0.07 3.27 2.34 9.21
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From: shinaabikwe@gmail.com on behalf of Sammie Ardito Rivera
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Please support keeping our Native community intact!
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 8:51:08 AM

March 5, 2012

Dear Redistricting Group:

I am writing to ask you for your support in keeping our Native
neighborhoods together as depicted in the “We All Win” map in this
link:

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/

Our community is tied together by specific linguistic,
cultural, and life experiences that must be kept together in order to
help create a minority opportunity ward for the Native community.
We already struggle to maintain our community's integrity and to provide
spaces where our people can be amongst each other in the urban environment.
I gladly welcome the immigrants communities as members of our community but
also know that we are easily pushed aside and our needs ignored by newcomers
even as we have had a presence in this area long before even the state of
Minnesota came to exist!
 “We All Win” is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the
forward-looking planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy
which not only creates a minority opportunity ward for American Indian
people – it also creates a minority opportunity ward in three other
wards for the African American, Latino, and Somali community.

In your final deliberations, we ask that you please keep Ventura
Village, Stevens Square, Whittier, and West Phillips together so we
may continue to have a voice in the political process.

We know you will make your deliberations with deep thought and hope
you can draw the lines in a way that will empower, and not divide, the
American Indian community.

Respectfully,

Sammie Ardito Rivera
Home: 2210 13th Ave S
Work: 1308 E Franklin Ave
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

mailto:shinaabikwe@gmail.com
mailto:sarditorivera@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
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From: Rebecca Hall
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Harrison
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 10:50:24 AM

Redistricting Group Members,

 

I am writing to ask you to please not split up Harrison's voting power.  It's important to
remain together for many reasons which was outlines in an e-mail to you from the Harrison
Neighborhood Association.  Please don't split up our community.  Thank you for considering
an alternative.

Rebecca Hall

Harrison resident

 

mailto:turtlemedicine@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: Mark Hoffman
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: We All Win proposal 3-6-12
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 2:55:08 PM

Dear Redistrictring Group,

The We All Win Coalition would like to reiterate the importance of
including midtown/phillips in Ward 9.  This is the economic and
cultural heart of our community.  Losing it would be devastating.
Please see the following map, which modifies the chair's proposal.

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/582/view/

Thank you again for your consideration.

The We All Win Coalition

mailto:hoffm402@umn.edu
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/582/view/


From: Jenny Warner
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Ward 5 and the Harrison neighborhood
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 3:06:44 PM

Please do not split Harrison neighborhood into two wards.
I am a Bryn Mawr resident/former Harrison resident and want to support my neighbors in Harrison. I
believe splitting Harrison into two wards would significantly degrade their voting power and their ability
to secure representation.
I hope you consider the folks and businesses in Harrison and keep it all in ward 5!

Thanks for your consideration,
Jenny Warner
425 Thomas Ave S
612-374-5156

mailto:jennydale@earthlink.net
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov


From: Hana Worku
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: public comment on redistricting group
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 3:34:36 PM

March 6th, 2012

Minneapolis Redistricting Group,

 

c/o City Clerks Office

Room 304 City Hall

350 South 5th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55415

 

Redistricting Group Members,

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide public comment on draft Ward maps. 
The Harrison Neighborhood Association is the official citizen participation organization
representing the Harrison neighborhood.  Harrison neighborhood’s population is
approximately 3,200. The Harrison Neighborhood Association is committed to promoting
racial and economic equity.  There are deep concerns about the draft Ward Boundaries that
will split a low-income neighborhood in half. 

 

We offer the attached map as an alternative.  It is a solution that addresses our concerns and
consistent with the goals and principles of the redistricting process.  It requires minor block
shifts to address our concerns:
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/. 

 

Harrison Neighborhood Association hosted a community information session.  Residents
from both sides of the proposed boundary line attended the meeting.  Residents were united
behind the following: 

1. Residents said “Keep Harrison Whole!” The neighborhood should not be
divided. Harrison is a small neighborhood and a split would be harmful to
election turnout, dilute the voting base, and marginalize a low-income
neighborhood.

a. Harrison has historically been a single precinct.  This has made election
time, primaries and the caucus process a community building activity that

mailto:haworku@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/468/view/


has strengthened neighborhood identity. 
b. Residents are able to vouch for neighbors, family and friends without additional

logistical challenge.
c. Harrison is a small neighborhood.  Cracking up the community would

negatively impact the voting power and ability of area residents to secure
representation of their choice.

d. The Draft Ward Maps violates the Charter Commission principles to guide the
redistricting process by: 1) Harrison residents identify with North Minneapolis
and Ward 5.  There is a common ethnic heritage and community story.  This is
not true for Harrison the communities in Ward 7 and 2) Makes a drastic Ward
change negatively impacting a geographically and socially isolated
neighborhood.

2. Harrison should remain in Ward 5! Residents want a fair opportunity to
elect a representative of their choice. The Federal law requires that racial and
language minorities have a fair opportunity to elect representatives of their
choice. This action dilutes community voting power to raise issues,
secure representation and elect a candidate of their choice.  This
action would almost entirely disenfranchise 1,500 residents that would be
moved into Ward 7.  It would also marginalize the voice of 1,700 residents that
would remain in Ward 5.  Harrison’s Northern boundary is a 4-lane highway. 
Harrison shares demographic and social issue priorities with North Minneapolis
in Ward 5, but has unique place based issues that require the neighborhood
voting base remain intact.

 

Demographics Harrison

Neighborhood

 

Near North
Community

Ward 5

Calhoun Isles
Community

Ward 7

African American 39.6% 52.4% 3.4%
White 28.9% 17.5% 86.4%
Asian 17.5% 14.9% 3.6%
Hispanic/Latino 9.1% 8.5% 3.5%
Median Household
Income

$38,045 $32,413 $64,992

Quick Comparison People of Color: 71.1%

White: 28.9%

People of Color: 85.1%

White: 14.9%

People of Color: 13.6%

White: 86.4% 

 

3. Ensure Northside Representation of Northside Opportunity! Contiguous land
with similar zoning should be in the same Ward. Ward lines should not create
islands disconnected from populations they are intended to benefit.

a. Residential and job producing areas in Basset Creek Valley should be in the 5th
Ward because the residential and business areas share a common history with
North Minneapolis and directly connected to each other.  The proposed draft
maps peel away residential and business areas from North Minneapolis. 

b. Multiple City grant requests, resolutions connect the commercial and residential
areas to 5th Ward populations. The public financing and development goals are



tied to 5th Ward and North Minneapolis demographics.  HNA proposed maps
would return areas and bring contiguous commercial/residential zoned areas into
5th Ward consistent with development goals and local history. 

c. The economic disparities in 5th Ward also are used to qualify for public
financing.  According to the 2009 American Survey Harrison’s overall
unemployment rate is 20.5%, for Hispanic residents 25% and for African
Americans it is 32.5%.  It is specious for Ward 7 to represent areas that directly
benefit from public financing tied to racial and economic disparities located
in Ward 5.  The attached map would ensure fair representation of community
interests.

Redistricting is a complicated process.  It is important that we focus on the outcomes
associated with changing Ward lines.  Minneapolis has a progressive history but has some of
the most entrenched racial disparities in the country.  Redistricting should not be at the
expense of low-income community and communities of color.

Harrison residents oppose the proposed draft Ward Maps because of the damaging
affect it will have on community, voter turnout, and ability of voters to elect a
representative of their choice.  Please accept the attached map as an alternative. 
Minor changes are needed to make the Harrison neighborhood whole.

Thank you for consideration.

 

Sincerely,

Hana Worku

 

-- 
Hana Worku
haworku@gmail.com

mailto:haworku@gmail.com


From: jspangler99@aol.com
To: Menshek, Peggy Y
Subject: Midtown Phillip – 41% Hispanic identifying
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 5:06:58 PM

Redistricting Group please note –
Midtown Phillip – 41% Hispanic identifying

2010 Census
Midtown Phillips Census tract 1258
From 2000 boost of population of 16.1% to 4,782
Population per sq. mile 12,903.8
Occupied unites 1,441 increase of 35.7%
Vacant units 180
Identifying on census
White 23% a +5%
Blacks 25% a +24%
Hispanics 41% a +83%
Asians 3% a -65%
Native Americans 6% a -42%
Multiracial 3% a -30%
Other 0% a -28%
 

mailto:jspangler99@aol.com
mailto:Peggy.Menshek@minneapolismn.gov


From: José Luis V.
To: Redistricting2012
Cc: barry@bfclegg.com; jbgarcia3@aol.com; djheinle@cmarch.com; colex044@comcast.net;

jfschartercomm@comcast.net; srichardson7@comcast.net; xmargedolan@comcast.net; jkmassey@earthlink.net;
adosh.unni@gmail.com; barrylaz@gmail.com; corbinconnell@gmail.com; gthaden@gmail.com;
isxaaq@gmail.com; singdancesavetheworld@gmail.com; jaybadheartbull@me.com; kozaknsa@mm.com;
cohendan1@msn.com; invisionit@msn.com; arubenstein@schaeferlaw.com; todd.ferrara@standardheating.com;
blickness@yahoo.com; jahp2691@yahoo.com; loveloring@gmail.com

Subject: Demographics of Midtown Phillips
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 5:42:57 PM

Redistricting Committee:

I just came back from the Operations committee meeting.

At the meeting some members of the group were discussing the
demographics of Midtown Phillips.

As many members of the committee are already aware, Midtown Phillips
has the highest number of Latino home ownership in the city.

In this map below the only neighborhood selected is Midtown - where
you can see the demographics are 38% Latino and 23% Black:

http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/591/view/

I believe some members are trying to put Midtown with the Somali
opportunity ward simply because there is a mosque there. Please note
that attending a worship center is not the same as living in the
neighborhood the worship center is located in. Midtown Phillips is a
largely Latino neighborhood.

It's common knowledge that ward lines are not being drawn like this
around other communities - where one would put a ward line around a
Catholic church simply because that church is coded with a particular
race.

I hope you make your decisions based on the statistical information,
the demographic data, and the census numbers available - which all
clearly point that Midtown Phillips is a predominantly Latino
neighborhood.

Please support the "We All Win" map boundaries - they make sense, they
are fair, they are balanced. They reflect wards based on the idea that
all communities deserve a geographic area of their own to build on.

Thank you for your time and considerable energy in getting this work done.

Sincerely,

Jose Luis Villasenor
2704 18th Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55407
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From: sally nixon
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Powderhorn/Phillips/Central/Corcoran/Standish
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 8:36:40 PM

We live and work here. How we all came to live in this neighborhood is part of every cultural tradition in our country where 
communities develop based on mutual support and common needs.

 

In this diverse community, our interests are tied together by linguistic,

cultural, and life experiences, much like your own. “We

All Win” is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the

forward-looking planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy,

which will create opportunity and representation. As a benefit,  

it creates opportunities in 3 wards for the

African American, Native American, and Somali community. This is what our diverse Powderhorn tradition is about.

 

In your final deliberations, we ask that you please keep Midtown

Phillips, East Phillips, Powderhorn, Central, and parts of Corcoran

and Standish together in order to establish a 34.72% Latino voting age

population – helping Latinos the ability to represent their specific

interests today and 10 years from now.

 

Your decision on a final map will impact the lives of well over 40,000

Latino families and children who have invested in making Minneapolis a

richer and healthier city. We know you will make your deliberations

with deep thought and hope you can draw the lines in a way that will

empower, and not divide, the Latino community.

 

Sincerely,

Sally Nixon

mailto:sally.nixon@gmail.com
mailto:Redistricting2012@minneapolismn.gov
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