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From: shinaabikwe@gmail.com on behalf of Sammie Ardito Rivera
To: Redistricting2012
Subject: Please support keeping our Native community intact!
Date: Tuesday, March 06, 2012 8:51:08 AM


March 5, 2012


Dear Redistricting Group:


I am writing to ask you for your support in keeping our Native
neighborhoods together as depicted in the “We All Win” map in this
link:


http://localdistrictbuilder.drawminnesota.org/districtmapping/plan/567/view/


Our community is tied together by specific linguistic,
cultural, and life experiences that must be kept together in order to
help create a minority opportunity ward for the Native community.
We already struggle to maintain our community's integrity and to provide
spaces where our people can be amongst each other in the urban environment.
I gladly welcome the immigrants communities as members of our community but
also know that we are easily pushed aside and our needs ignored by newcomers
even as we have had a presence in this area long before even the state of
Minnesota came to exist!
 “We All Win” is a fair, balanced, and needed approach to support the
forward-looking planning of our city’s democracy and social vibrancy
which not only creates a minority opportunity ward for American Indian
people – it also creates a minority opportunity ward in three other
wards for the African American, Latino, and Somali community.


In your final deliberations, we ask that you please keep Ventura
Village, Stevens Square, Whittier, and West Phillips together so we
may continue to have a voice in the political process.


We know you will make your deliberations with deep thought and hope
you can draw the lines in a way that will empower, and not divide, the
American Indian community.


Respectfully,


Sammie Ardito Rivera
Home: 2210 13th Ave S
Work: 1308 E Franklin Ave
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
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