Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Christina Larson <larsonchristina@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:12 PM

To: Menshek, Peggy Y

Subject: Minneapolis redistricting

Hi Peggy,

| understand that Minneapolis is in the process of re-drawing ward lines to accommodate the changes noted in
the 2010 census.

I'm a Minneapolis resident living in Prospect Park. | would strongly prefer that our neighborhood stay in Ward
2, with Cam Gorden.

Thanks,

Christina Larson
East River Terrace



Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Vollmar-Heywood, Paula CF
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 20 :

To: Menshek, Peggy Y
Cc: Garwood, Robin D.
Subject: RE: [CedarRiv] Redistricting - should the West Bank be in one ward or two?

Dear Peggy Menshek,

| just emailed this (Please see my statement below) to Robin Garwood and the other groups included in the
original email. Robin suggested to email opinions to you. | am 'on it'. Please do not allow this ad hoc
committee to strand Riverside Park!

We are so small, and have always been a part of the West Bank (& WE ARE ON THE WEST BANK). the Seward
nbhd has not recognized us - as far as standing up for our nbhds needs. If we are cut out of the West Bank
organization process, then we are basically abandoned as far as political processes, as we do not fit into
Longfellow, Corcoran, Prospect Park or downtown East.

I'll keep it short. Read more of my statement below.

Thanks,
Paula Vollmar-Heywood
Riverside Park homeowner

Thanks Robin for this info,

With all due respect to the groups involved in the "Citizens for Fair Redistricting Committee", | feel that we
should stay unified as the West Bank! | do not believe we should be split up into E and W West Bank. If
anything, why not divide using the river as division line, into 2a and 2b, or some other tactic on that order.

This seems unwise, and is upsetting to me, a resident of the Riverside Park nbhd. for approx. 25 years and a
worker & business owner in Cedar-Riverside for 18 of those years. | would not like to see my nbhd.
abandoned just because Cedar West people want to join Phillips nbhd. for political reasons.

| am presently employed in the Phillips nbhd., and yes, it's a great and diverse neighborhood, but ALL of the
West Bank is great and diverse as well. In fact, we have an extremely proud history of political action. Perhaps
this hasn't been well publicized.

If the East African population desires elimination of the portion of district 2 that is University of MN controlled
(and thus not as diverse as the West Bank), then why not just say and do exactly that. Divide district 2 using
the river as dividing line!

Paula Vollmar-Heywood

Riverside Park home-owner

From: mpls-cr@forums.e-democracy.org [mailto:mpls-cr@forums.e-democracy.org] On Behalf Of Robin
Garwood



Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 1:09 PM
To: mpls-cr@forums.e-democracy.org
Subject: [CedarRiv] Redistricting - should the West Bank be in one ward or two?

As you may be aware, Minneapolis is in the process of redistricting based on the 2010 census. This process
could have an impact on the ward boundaries for the West Bank, and | wanted folks to have a chance to weigh
in.

The Redistricting Group has put out a draft plan that keeps the West Bank in a Ward 2 that is substantially
similar to the current Ward 2. You can find that plan here:
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/ @clerk/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-085505.pdf.

Another group, the "Citizens for Fair Redistricting Committee" has proposed a map that would divide the West
Bank into two wards. You can see it here:

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/ @clerk/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-085762.pdf.
The purpose of this map is to create a Somali opportunity ward.

Under this plan, the portion of the neighborhood on the south/west side of Riverside Avenue become part of a
new Ward 2, which would also include the northwest portion of Seward, most of greater Phillips and a portion
of Elliot Park. The other side of the West Bank, including Riverside Park and Seven Corners, would end up in a

new Ward 9 with pieces of Longfellow, Corcoran, Prospect Park and Downtown East.

It's important to note that while the West Bank Community Coalition and Cedar Riverside NRP are listed as
"key supporters" of this plan, neither group has taken a formal position on this proposal. The "Citizens for Fair

Redistricting Committee" has indicated that their inclusion on the list is an error.

If you have an opinion on either of these maps, there are a number of ways for you to make your voice heard.
The Charter Commission's Redistricting Group has organized two public hearings:

February 29, from 5-7pm at the Webber Community Center, 4400 Dupont Ave N

and

March 1, from 5-7pm at Hosmer Library, 347 E 36th St.

You can also email comments to the Charter Commission's clerk, Peggy Menshek, here:

peggy.menshek(at)minneapolismn.gov.

Robin Garwood
Policy Aide to Council Member Cam Gordon Cooper resident Robin Garwood Cooper, Minneapolis About
Robin Garwood: http://forums.e-democracy.org/p/robingarwood

View full topic, share on Facebook and more:
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/172jG2oLBDvYtAGCAMVyZ5

Get Involved - Help with forum outreach, content, software and more:
http://e-democracy.org/volunteer



To post: mpls-cr@forums.e-democracy.org or "Reply-to-All" to comment publicly.
To leave: Put "unsubscribe" - or for digest write "digest on" - in subject.

Forum Home: http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr
———————————————————————— Need help? http://e-democracy.org/support Hosting thanks:
http://OnlineGroups.Net



Menshek, Peggy Y

From: ewart@bitstream.net

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 8:47 PM
To: Menshek, Peggy Y

Subject: Ward 2 redistricting

I recently reviewed the redistricting proposal by the "Citizens For Fair Redistricting Committee" and would like
to offer my perspective that ward boundaries are an important part of the fabric of the city.
| identify myself as a citizen of Minneapolis, living in the Seward neighborhood and address my concerns and

communicate my preferences to the city council member, Cam Gordon, that represents my neighborhood
located in Ward 2. Rather than representing any one faction the members of the city council are elected in the
neighborhoods representing their wards to be the voices of those neighborhoods, from private individuals to
business interests, from persons with lower incomes to the very wealthy and certainly across all lines of race
and origin. :
Thank you for your consideration, Ewart Martens

2624 E. 22nd Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406



Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Barry Clegg <barry@bfclegg.com>

Sent: ' Wednesday, February 08, 2012 9:20 AM

To: Menshek, Peggy Y

Subject: Fw: Proposal for ward map

Attachments: Thorstenson ward map_2-7-12.jpg; Thorstenson ward map_Compactness.pdf, Thorstenson

ward map statistics.htm; Thorstenson ward map proposal.docx

Peggy - Please add as public comment.

----- Forwarded Message —-

From: Vic Thorstenson <vthorstenson@gmail.com>

To: barry@bfclegg.com; jaybadheartbuli@me.com; cohendani@msn.com; jfschartercomm(@comcast.net; '
adosh.unni@gmail.com; gthaden@qgmail.com; arubenstein@schaeferlaw.com; srichardson7 @comcast.net;
jahp2691@yahoo.com; singdancesavetheworld@gmail.com; jkmassey@earthlink.net; jkmassey@earthlink.net; *
blickness@yahoo.com; barrylaz@gmail.com; kozaknsa@mm.com; invisionit@msn.com; djheinle@cmarch.com;
ibgarcia@aol.com; todd.ferrara@standardheating.com; xmargedolan@comcast.net; corbinconnell@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 11:35 PM

Subject: Proposal for ward map

Please see the attached materials related to a suggested ward map that I am submitting to the Redistricting
Group for your consideration.

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have, or supply additional materials and data.

Thanks for your consideration and service to Minneapolis!

Vic Thorstenson

522 3" Avenue SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414
vthorstenson@gmail.com
612-816-4441 ~




February 7, 2012

TO:  Minneapolis Redistricting Group
FROM: Vic Thorstenson
RE: Ward map submission

Thank you for the opportunity to submit proposals to the 2012 Redistricting Group.

I’'m Vic Thorstenson, a homeowner at 522 3" Avenue SE in Minneapolis. I've been a Minneapolis
resident since 1975. I'm employed by the Minnesota State Senate, where I'm the redistricting staff for

the Senate Minority Caucus.

I also served in this role for 2001-2002 redistricting cycle. In 2002, | also independently worked on the
Minneapolis ward map submission of the NAACP. This year, however, | am unaffiliated with any
organization, and the ward map | present here solely reflects my views, and not that of my employer or
any other group.

In putting together this proposal, | had the following goals in mind:

e A better reflection Minneapolis’ communities and minority representation than the current
ward map

e More compact wards

e Population deviation within 2% of the ideal population

e Correct the cracking of communities in North and South Minneapolis.

Drawing election districts is a balancing act. For example, one can easily draw a map solely along
neighborhood lines, but population equality — the equal protection of residents to be represented in
elective bodies — suffers as deviations exceed five or ten percent. The 2% standard used here is what the
current state court redistricting panel adopted as part of their principles.

In addition, where people choose to live doesn’t fall solely along neighborhood lines. Where deviations
are made in this plan will be pointed out in the narrative that follows.

The attached spreadsheet displays the population breakdown of each ward. Under this plan, there are
four majority-minority wards, and an additional four wards that achieve the 30% “minority opportunity”
threshold. It is intended to improve minority representation on the City Council, which embarrassingly
has only a single minority member out of thirteen. Minneapolis has a total minority population of over
36%. Minority members of our community are vastly underrepresented.




WARD 1

This ward falls entirely in NE Minneapolis, from the Mississippi River to the border of St. Anthony. It is a
compact, contiguous and easily understood set of boundaries that coincide with existing neighborhood
borders, except in the Sheridan Neighborhood to achieve equal population goals.

WARD 2

This ward is anchored by the University of Minnesota, its surrounding student housing and faculty
neighborhoods of Prospect Park and Seward. It has a population deviation that is a few persons more
than 2% below the 2010 census number, to acknowledge the occupancy of several large student housing
projects since April 2010.

WARD 3

The current Ward 3 is an abomination that stretches from the McKinley neighborhood in North
Minneapolis to Dinkytown in SE Minneapolis. Under this proposal, it occupies much of the current
footprint of the current Ward 4, in a very cohesive district.

WARD 4

Ward 4 contains the neighborhoods south of Ward 3, with Glenwood Avenue as a southern border. In
addition to being a majority-minority ward, it has a majority Black population among residents of voting
age. '

WARD 5

Ward 5 is a downtown district. Since downtown’s population by itself is still far under the population for |
its own ward, the question arises, “which community goes best with the goals of downtown residents

and businesses?”

Currently in a tortured extension of the Cedar Lake-Lake of the lsle_s communities, the solution
presented here is far more compact and matches it with the growing high-rise residential and
commercial activities of Minneapolis’ East Bank.

WARD 6

This ward is inspired by the map submitted by the Citizens Committee for Fair Redistricting. The
extension on the east consists of subsidized-unit highrises on the north side of Franklin Avenue. Itisa
majority-minority ward with a nearly 42% Black population, including many East African immigrants and

their families.

WARD 7

Far more compact than its current configuration, this ward encompasses the Cedar Lake-Lake of the
Isles and Lake Calhoun.




WARD 8

This ward is a convenient, highly dense community logically made up of the Lyndale, Whittier, Loring
Height and Loring Park neighborhoods. The only neighborhood split occurs there, where it transitions
with the downtown-oriented 5% Ward.

WARD 9

This area contains the whole neighborhoods of Corcoran, Standish, Longfellow, Cooper, Howe and
Hiawatha. The only split occurs in the Seward neighborhood.

WARD 10

Ward 10 is mainly the communities surrounding Lake Harriet, with the addition of the Kingfield
neighborhood.

WARD 11

The 11* Ward is a central Minneapolis district that contains the entirely of the Powderhorn
neighborhood, which was previously split, along with Phillips West, Bryant, Regina and most of the
Bancroft neighborhood. |

WARD 12

This has the neighborhoods on the southern tier of Minneapolis from the southwest to the south-central
portion of the city.

WARD 13

This is bookend of Ward 12, containing the southeast to south central neighborhoods of the city.
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Plan Name: VTMplsWards

Plan Type: Mpls Ward Map
Date: 2/712012

i 4:56:50PM
Administrator: Vic Thorstenson

Measures of Compactness

2/7/2012

Sum N/A N/A 131.07 N/A N/A
Min 0.36 1.21 N/A 0.37 0.06
Max 0.57 155  NA 0.68 1.57
Mean 0.49 1.37 N/A 0.53 0.83
Std. Dev. 0.06 0.11 N/A 0.09 0.58

Polsby-

DISTRICT Reock Schwartzberg Perimeter Popper Length-Width
01 0.46 1.30 11.90 0.57 1.16
02 0.46 1.42 11.42 0.49 1.52
03 0.55 1.25 10.04 0.63 0.29
04 0.57 1.24 9.06 0.65 0.25
05 0.57 1.35 9.87 0.54 0.06
06 050 . 1.55 7.85 041 0.40
07 0.52 1.21 10.49 0.68 1.34
08 0.36 1.38 6.63 0.52 1.57
09 0.48 1.37 10.55 0.53 0.52
10 0.49 1.35 10.32 0.55 0.06
11 * 0.39 1.44 8.20 0.48 1.50
12 0.49 1.36 10.56 0.53 1.20

13 0.53 1.54 14.17 0.37 0.92
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Menshek, Peggy Y

From: Barry Clegg <barry@bfclegg.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 10:23 AM

To: Redistricting2012

Subject: Fw: [Mpls] Update on Redistricting in Minneapolis

Pls save as public comment.

----- Forwarded Message ---—

From: John Ferman <johnferman@iphouse.com>

To: Barry <barry@bfclegg.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 10:18 AM

Subject: Re: [Mpls] Update on Redistricting in Minneapolis

Then it appears wards 2 & 7 are way over 5%; 4, 5 & 6 are under -5 %; and 10 & 13 are near 5%. One way to
boost 10 would be to put W8-P7 back into 10. There were very many folks in the precingt that felt dumped on
by the rest of ward 8.

Sent from my iPad
John Ferman
Email in header

On Feb 7, 2012, at 6:48 AM, "Barry" <barry@bfclegg.com> wrote:v

> Wards (and park districts) must be within 5% of the mean population.
>

> Barry

> .

> e Original Message----- :

> From: John Ferman [mailto:johnferman@iphouse.com]

> Sent: Monday, February 06, 2012 11:28 PM

> To: Barry Clegg

> Subject: Re: [Mpls] Update on Redistricting in Minneapolis

>

> As I understand it, a ward population must be within some +- percentage of
> the ideal average. What is that percentage range?

> On Feb 6, 2012, at 7:00 PM, Barry Clegg wrote:

> _

>> As I hope you know, wards and park districts in Minneapolis will be
>> redrawn in the next couple of months. Under State law, we can't draw
>> new lines till after State legislative lines are drawn, currently

>> expected to happen by Court order on February 21. Also under State
>> law, the process must be completed by April 3. So we don't have much
>> time. :

>>

>> The Minneapolis Redistricting Group has already met several times
>> (website is http://www.minneapolismn.gov/redistricting2012/

>> index.htm ) and will meet again this Wednesday to consider possible
>>maps. Meeting times and locations are available at the website, draft

1



>> maps also available online before the meeting. All our meeting are
>> noticed and open and welcome public comment. The first public
>> hearings will be February 29th and March 1 (go to the website for
>> times and locations).

>>

>> There will be a lot of changes in ward lines after this redistricting.
>> We have 3 wards that have too few in population ,

>> (4,5,6) and 2 that have too many (2,7). Once those are shifted,

>> almost all wards may look different than they do now. Park districts
>> have to change too.

>>

>> So don't wait to give your input. If you wake up on April 3 and find
>> yourself in a different ward, it's too late. We need to hear from you
>>now. Public comment can be made at a public hearing or

>> online (see the website) and you can even submit your own maps.
>> Start thinking about this now, a few weeks from now will be too late.
>>

>> Thanks.

>>

>> Barry Clegg

>> Nicollet Island

>> Chair, Minneapolis Charter Commission

>> Barry Clegg

>> Nicollet Island, Minneapolis

>> About Barry Clegg: http://forums.e-democracy.org/p/barryclegg

>>

>> View full topic, share on Facebook and more:

>> http:/forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/2Mh45qHciZaTulWmU11xBD
>>

>> Big big big announcement coming on Feb. 15! Stay tuned:

>> http://e-democracy.org/inclusion '

>>

P R el To post:

>> mpls@forums.e-democracy.org or "Reply-to-All" to comment publicly.
>> To leave: Put "unsubscribe" - or for digest write "digest on" - in

>> subject.

>>

>> Forum Home: http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls
b R Need help?

>> http://e-democracy.org/support Hosting thanks:

>> http://OnlineGroups.Net

>> v

>> 1. Be civil! Please read the rules at http://e-democracy.org/rules.

>> If you think a member is in violation, contact the forum manager at
>> mpls-fm@e-democracy.org before continuing it on the list.

>>

>> 2. Don't feed the troll! Ignore obvious flame-bait.

>






