
 
Request for City Council Committee Action 

From the Department of Finance and Property Services 
 
 
Date:  February 6, 2012 
  
To:   Honorable Betsy Hodges, Chair Ways & Means Committee 
 
Subject: Renewal of Joint Powers Agreement for Metropolitan Emergency Services Board 
 
Recommendation: 

• Authorize proper City officers amend the current Joint Powers Agreement with the 
Metropolitan Emergency Services Board (MESB) and to extend the Agreement for an 
additional 4 –years to a new contract date of 12/31/2016. 

 
Previous Directives: 

January 18, 2008 – City Council authorized renewal of a Joint Powers Agreement with 
the MESB 
 
April 29, 2005 – City Council approved entering into Joint Powers Agreement with the 
MESB. 
 
 

Prepared by: Greg Goeke, Director of Property Services 612-673-2706 
 
Approved by: 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Kevin Carpenter, Chief Financial Officer, Finance and Property Services Department 
 
  ________________________________________________________ 
  Steven Bosacker, City Coordinator 
 
Presenters: Greg Goeke, Director of Property Services, Finance and Property Services 
 
Reviews 

Permanent Review Committee (PRC): Approval N/A   Date ___________  

Civil Rights Approval Approval N/A   Date ___________ 

Policy Review Group (PRG):     Approval N/A   Date ___________ 
 
 
Financial Impact   

No financial impact 

Action is within the Business Plan 
 
 
 
 



Community Impact  
 Neighborhood Notification:  
 City Goals: A Safe Place to Call Home 
 Comprehensive Plan:  
 Zoning Code: 
 
Background/Supporting Information 
In 1999, the City entered into a cooperative agreement with the newly formed Metropolitan Radio Board 
(MRB) to participate as an initial user in a Digital Trunked 800 MHz Regional Radio System.  The 
original 800 MHz project was a joint project with several other jurisdictions to develop a regional 
interoperable radio system.  
  
The Metropolitan Radio Board terminated pursuant to Minnesota law and was replaced by the 
Metropolitan Emergency Services Board (MESB) in July 2005.  The MESB’s mission is to support 
public safety for the residents of Anoka, Carver, Chisago, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, 
Washington and now Isanti County, by maintaining and enhancing 911 service, the interoperable 
regional radio system and facilitating coordination of Emergency Medical Services.  Participating local 
governments pay a fee based on an agreed upon formula and the City’s cost for 2012 is $30,228.  
Funding for the yearly fee is included in the operating budgets for Radio Services and Emergency 
Communications. 
 
The Council has recently appointed Council Member Kevin Reich to be the City’s official representative 
on the Board. Council Member Elizabeth Glidden had previously serviced in this capacity.    
 
The Minneapolis City Council approved entering into a Joint Powers Agreement with the MESB on April 
29, 2005. This Joint Powers Agreement was renewed and extended in January of 2008 for a period of 5 
years and was due to expire on December 31, 2012.   
 
The Joint Powers Agreement is being proposed to be amended to include Isanti County, clarify roles 
and responsibilities among members and service provided, and provide for Indemnification.  The 
proposed changes have been reviewed by the City Attorney’s Office, Emergency Communications and 
the Radio Shop. 
 
The proposed renewal agreement will extend the term of the Joint Powers Agreement for an additional 
four years with a new contract expiration date of December 31, 2016. 
  
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends the current Joint Powers Agreement be amended and to extended with the MESB 
for an additional 4 years to expire on December 31, 2016. 
 
CC:  Heather Hunt 
        Rod Olson 


