
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
December 7, 2011 - 4:00 p.m. 

Room 317 City Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Commissioners Present:  Cohen, Connell, Dolan, Gerdes, Johnson, Kozak, Lazarus, Lickness, 
Metge, Peltola, Rubenstein, Schwarzkopf, Sandberg 
Commissioners Excused:  Clegg, Ferrara 
 
Also Present:  Burt Osborne, Assistant City Attorney 

 

1. Roll Call 
 

In the absence of Chair Clegg, Vice Chair Lazarus called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.  
Roll call was taken. 

 

2. Adopt Agenda 
 

Sandberg moved adoption of the agenda.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 

 

3. Approve minutes of regular meeting of November 2, 2011 
 

Dolan moved approval of the minutes of the meeting of November 2, 2011.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 

 

4. Chair’s Report 
 

Lazarus requested that Commissioners provide a summary of the Redistricting Group 
meeting held on December 1, 2011. 
 
Sandberg, Schwarzkopf, and Peltola summarized the meeting.   The GIS consultant was 
unable to attend the meeting.  The Maptitude software will be integrated into the City’s 
system and then populated with the census data.  No action was taken on consideration of 
maps submitted by the public.  The group requested the Chair and the City Attorney to draft 
language to amend the Redistricting Rules to designate that the Chair of the Redistricting 
Group act as the spokesperson for the Group.  A working group was formed to work on 
public hearing process, outreach, and education.  Mike Dean, Executive Director of 
Common Cause, addressed the Commission and explained the mapping tool they would be 
offering which will allow people to draw ward lines on a Minneapolis map on the Common 
Cause website. 

Discussion 

5. Plain Language Charter Revision: 

Update. 
 

Former Commissioner Brian Melendez was unable to attend the meeting and had requested 
that this item be placed on the January agenda. 
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Questions arose as to whether the Commission would vote on the Plain Language Charter 
Revision (PLCR) in January and whether a public hearing was necessary. 
 
Burt Osborne, Assistant City Attorney, stated that he didn’t believe the matter would be 
ready for a vote in January.  Because of the long history of the PLCR project, he was not 
sure of the status of a public hearing requirement.  A public hearing is not required in every 
case, although it is desirable. 
 

6. Redistricting Rules: 

Discuss possible amendments to rules regarding who will speak on behalf of the 

Redistricting Group. 

Action Taken at Redistricting Group meeting of 12/1/11:  Requested the Chair and the City 

Attorney to draft language to amend the Redistricting Rules to designate that the Chair of the 

Redistricting Group be the spokesperson for the Redistricting Group. 
 

Kozak moved that the Commission request the Chair and the City Attorney to draft language 
to amend the Redistricting Rules to designate the Chair of the Redistricting Group as the 
spokesperson for the Redistricting Group.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 
 

7. Proposed Charter Amendments: 

Discussion of the following summary language to be circulated with a proposed Charter 

amendment petition, as submitted by “Power by the People”: 

a) An amendment to the Minneapolis City Charter reducing the number of wards from 

thirteen (13) to five (5); providing for the election of members of the city Planning 

Commission, providing the election of the Planning Commission shall be two (2) members 

per ward, allowing for a total of ten (10) members; providing for two (2) year terms for 

members of the Planning Commission; and limiting membership of the Planning 

Commission to two (2) two-year terms; and 

b) An amendment to the Minneapolis City Charter providing for the election of a Council 

member from each ward to serve a two (2) year term; providing for the election of city 

Mayor to a term of two (2) years; limiting the Mayor and Council to two (2) terms; 

providing for the election of the City Attorney, City Coordinator, and Chief of Police; and 

providing for four (4) year terms for the offices of City Attorney and Chief of Police. 
 

Lazarus explained that the Statute permits proposers of amendments of more than 1,000 
words in length to distribute a summary of a proposed amendment with a petition rather than 
the full text of the amendment.  However, the proposed amendment was not more than 
1,000 words.  He distributed a letter addressed to the Power by the People organization 
indicating that, per Minn. Stat. §410.12, the full amendment must be attached to the petition 
without a summary.  He asked for authorization to send the letter to the proposers. 
 
Sandberg moved that the Charter Commission authorize Vice Chair Lazarus to send a letter 
to the Power by the People organization indicating that, per Minn. Stat. §410.12, the full text 
of the proposed Charter amendment must be attached to the petition.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 
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8. Proposed 2012 Meeting Schedule: 

January 4, 2012 

February 1, 2012 

March 7, 2012 

April 4, 2012 

May 2, 2012 

June 6, 2012 

July 4, 2012 (Holiday - Reschedule) 

August 1, 2012 

September 5, 2012 

October 3, 2012 

November 7, 2012 

December 5, 2012 
 

Sandberg moved approval of the 2012 meeting dates, rescheduling the July meeting to July 
11, 2012.  If a religious holiday inadvertently falls on a scheduled meeting date, that meeting 
will be rescheduled.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 
 

Public Commentary 
 

There was no one present wishing to address the Charter Commission. 
 
Lickness moved to adjourn.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Clegg, Ferrara. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:24 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Menshek 
Council Committee Coordinator 


