
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
October 6, 2010 - 4:00 p.m. 

Room 317 City Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Commissioners Present:  Clegg (Chair), Connell, Dolan, Ferrara, Gerdes, Jancik, Kozak, Lazarus, Lickness, 
Metge, Rubenstein, Sandberg, Schwarzkopf, Stade 
Commissioner Excused:  Peltola 

 

1. Roll Call 
 
Chair Clegg called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 

2. Adopt Agenda 
 
Lazarus moved adoption of the agenda.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Ferrara, Peltola, Rubenstein, Stade. 

3. Approve minutes of regular meeting of September 1, 2010 
 
Lazarus moved approval of the minutes of the meeting of September 1, 2010.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Ferrara, Peltola, Rubenstein. 

Discussion 
4. Redistricting Process Discussion: 

Report from Committee to Draft Guidelines or Principles for Minneapolis Redistricting. 
 
Schwarzkopf summarized the Recommended Principles for Redistricting, beginning with Section I 
“Principles to follow while actually redistricting Wards and Park Districts”. 
 
The Committee moved adoption of Section I. 
 
Schwarzkopf added that he had received an email from Commissioner Peltola, suggesting that the 
Charter Commission elect approximately seven people for the Advisory Group and appoint 
approximately seven members of the Charter Commission to the group.  Commissioner Peltola felt 
that would keep the redistricting group to a manageable size.  Also, there may be Charter 
Commissioners who cannot give as much time as may be necessary for the redistricting process. 
 
Lazarus felt that having the Advisory Group be non-partisan would defeat the purpose of the 
group.  The reason that the Charter Commission will maintain ultimate control and the Advisory 
Group will not have a vote is because it was recognized that the Advisory Group would include 
persons that would be representing particular interests. 
 
Schwarzkopf stated that the Committee felt that if they were going to try to take politics, as well as 
the politics of neighborhoods and special interest groups, out of the redistricting process, the 
Advisory Group members, as well as members of the Charter Commission, should consider 
themselves non-partisan and look at it from the general good of all Minneapolis citizens. 
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Ferrara stated that public hearings will also be held, and the Commission will receive comments 
and feedback from partisan individuals and groups at those public hearings.  The process does not 
preclude the Commission from listening to groups and neighborhoods and their concerns. 
 
Rubenstein added that when it came time to select the Advisory Group, there would be further 
discussion on the selection process, including creating a job description. 
 
Sandberg noted that Part O in Section I should read as follows: 
“O.  Subject to the overriding principles of boundaries fairness and equity and in the interest of 
continuity, the Redistricting Group will change the boundaries of the Wards or Park Districts as little 
as possible.”  Schwarzkopf accepted the change as a friendly amendment. 
 
Clegg inquired if there was a motion regarding Commissioner Peltola’s suggestion. 
 
Sandberg stated that if the amendment passes, redistricting will be a huge time commitment.  She 
felt there may be some value in Commissioner Peltola’s suggestion to limit the number of Charter 
Commissioners, but was not sure what the right number would be. 
 
Kozak stated that if the amendment were to pass, there would be plenty of time to decide how 
much the members of the Charter Commission are going to want to participate. 
 
Lickness stated that the Principles Committee briefly discussed issues of importance that they felt 
would need to be incorporated into a job description for an Advisory Group member, particularly 
that applicants need to understand up front that it is a tremendous commitment of time and that the 
Charter Commission expects the Advisory Group to meet this commitment.  The same 
expectations should be placed on the Charter Commissioners, whatever number is decided upon. 
 
Clegg agreed with Commissioner Kozak that the discussion was premature.  Quorum rules could 
be developed with the written rules. 
 
Section I, as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Peltola. 
 
Schwarzkopf summarized Section II, “Principles to Follow by the Charter Commission in Choosing 
Members of the Advisory Group”. 
 
The Committee moved adoption of Section II. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Peltola. 
 
Schwarzkopf summarized Section III, “Principles to Follow in Drafting the Role of the Advisory 
Group”. 
 
The Committee moved approval of Section III. 
 
Lazarus suggested that Part B of Section III be amended to read as follows: 
“B.  Subject to III (E) the Advisory Group and the Charter Commission will sit together as one 
group to draw the new Minneapolis Wards and Park Board Districts based on the City Charter.”  
Schwarzkopf accepted the change as a friendly amendment. 
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Section III, as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Peltola. 
 
Schwarzkopf noted that the timetable provided was for informational purposes only.  If the 
amendment passed, a more specific timetable would be adopted. 
 
Sandberg stated that Item 13 in the timetable should be June 2011, not 2012.  She also inquired if 
the city had included redistricting as a budget item for 2011. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the need for a redistricting budget in 2011, as well as 2012, and the 
fact that the city’s 2011 budget would be adopted in December. 
 
Casey Carl, City Clerk, was present and assured the Charter Commission that redistricting was 
included in the 2011 budget request and that the Mayor had generously given authorization for 
some funds that would begin in 2011. 
 
The Commission thanked Commissioner Schwarzkopf and the members of the Redistricting 
Principles Committee for their time commitment and work in drafting the principles, as well as the 
members of the community that participated with the work group. 
 
Lickness stated that the Neighborhood and Community Relations Department had agreed to 
translate the Principles of Redistricting document into the three main languages that the city uses 
and distribute it to various cultural, ethnic, and special interest groups that the city has on file. 
 

5. Minnesota Statute 410.05 §2 (Charter Commission.  Commission members; terms, vacancies.): 
Report by City Attorney relating to proposed changes to Minnesota Statute 410. 

 
Dana Banwer, Assistant City Attorney, stated that she and City Attorney Susan Segal had 
discussed the issue presented by Commissioner Lazarus, as well as some other issues that have 
arisen, and it was their feeling that these are things that have arisen only one time and can be 
addressed as the issue arises.  It was Ms. Segal’s suggestion to keep this issue on their legislative 
list and if there is a need and an opportunity to address them legislatively, they will.  In the 
meantime, if any of these issues should arise, it would be appropriate for the court to interpret the 
statute. 
 

6. Charter Commission Rules: 
Report from Rules Committee on proposed changes to the Charter Commission Rules. 

 
Clegg summarized the amendments to the Charter Commission Rules as proposed by the Rules 
Committee. 
 
Banwer stated that regarding Commissioner Schwarzkopf’s question relating to Rule 6.1, she had 
reviewed that section and compared it with Minnesota Statute Chapter 410 and it was her opinion 
that Rule 6.1 was correct. 
 
Lazarus moved adoption of the amended Rules.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Peltola, Stade. 
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The Commission thanked the Rules Committee and the City Attorney for their work in drafting the 
amended Rules. 
 
Ferrara requested an update on the status of the Revised Charter. 
 
Banwer stated that she was assigned to work on the project, but had not yet had success in 
completing it.  Throughout the process, she has been meeting with City Attorney Susan Segal and 
Deputy Attorney Peter Ginder and discussing one area of the revision at a time.  After that process 
is complete and Ms. Segal and Mr. Ginder have signed off on it, she expected to meet with Council 
Member Glidden as Chair of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee.  Also during the process, 
she and Council Member Glidden have met with John Erwin and Brian Rice of the Minneapolis 
Park Board to obtain feedback regarding proposed Park Board amendments.  A lot of examination 
and comparison with the current Charter is required, as well as comparison with city processes and 
city ordinance.  The Charter Commission will receive a presentation on any amendments proposed 
by the City Attorney’s Office before the revision goes to the City Council for a vote. 

Pubic Commentary 
 
There was no one present wishing to speak. 
 
Lazarus moved to adjourn.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
Absent - Peltola, Stade. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Menshek 
Council Committee Coordinator 


