
MINNEAPOLIS CHARTER COMMISSION 
2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
To: The Honorable James Swenson, Chief Judge 
 Hennepin County District Court 
 
From: Jim Bernstein, Chair 
 Minneapolis Charter Commission 
 
 
 1.  MEMBERSHIP 
 
 In January, 2009, there were 15 members of the Minneapolis Charter 
Commission.  During 2009, the following changes took place in the membership: 

• John Klassen resigned on January 14, 2009 
• Laura Kadwell was appointed to fill the unexpired term of John Klassen (term 

to expire July 1, 2010) 
 
 The year ended with a membership of 15 Commissioners. 
 
 Appendix I, attached, shows the roster as of December 31, 2009, with relevant 
data regarding appointments, terms, and expiration dates. 
 
 
 2.  OFFICERS 
 
 Officers were elected on January 9, 2009, as follows: 

• Jim Bernstein, Chair 
• Barry Lazarus, Vice Chair 
• Todd Ferrara, Secretary 

 
 
 3.  STAFF 
 
 Assistance was provided by the following City staff: 

• Lisa Needham, Assistant City Attorney 
• Dana Banwer, Assistant City Attorney 
• Cindy Reichert, Assistant City Clerk, Elections 
• Judy Schwartau, Elections Specialist, Minneapolis Elections Department 
• Peggy Menshek, Council Committee Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 4.  MEETINGS 
 
 The Charter Commission held 10 regular meetings in 2009.  (The September 2, 
and December 2, 2009 meetings were cancelled.) 
 
 In addition to the regular meetings, community meetings were held on April 23, 
April 28, April 30, and May 7, 2009, to receive public comment concerning proposed 
Charter amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board 
of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position, as proposed 
by Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and Samuels.  The community meetings were 
held at the following locations: 

• Thursday, April 23, 2009 - Minnesota Transitions School 
• Tuesday, April 28, 2009 - North Regional Library 
• Thursday, April 30, 2009 - Northeast Library 
• Thursday, May 7, 2009 - St. Joan of Arc Church 

 
 In addition to the regular meetings, a special meeting was held on August 26, 
2009 to receive and transmit to the City Council a citizen petition relating to establishing 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a separate and independent 
governmental unit. 
 
 
 5.  ATTENDANCE 
 
 Appendix II, attached, shows the attendance record of Commissioners during 
2009. 
 
 
 6.  RULES 
 
 There were no revisions to the Charter Commission’s Rules during 2009. 
 
 
 7.  ISSUES CONSIDERED 
 

• Charter Revision Project, Draft 12 (January 7, February 4, March 4, April 1, 
May 6, 2009) 

• Proposed Charter amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board, the Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a 
City Administrator position, as proposed by Council Members Ostrow, 
Remington, and Samuels (February 4, March 4, April 1, April 23, April 28, 
April 30, May 6, May 7, June 3, August 5, 2009) 

 
 
 



• Consideration of holding community meetings on proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator 
position, as proposed by Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and Samuels 
(March 4, April 1, 2009) 

• Proposed Charter amendment to amend Chapter 2 of the Charter, by an 
affirmative vote of all thirteen Council Members, to add language reinstating 
the City’s primary election in the event of a reversal of the Minnesota 
Supreme Court’s decision in the case of Minnesota Voters Alliance, et al. v. 
City of Minneapolis, et al., or in the event that the City Council declares, by 
ordinance, that it is not ready to conduct an IRV/RCV election in 2009 (May 6, 
2009) 

• Proposed Charter amendment that the Board of Estimate and Taxation set 
the maximum property tax levy for both the City of Minneapolis and the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board at the same rate on an annual basis 
and that the net debt bonding for capital projects be directly proportional to 
the property tax supported operating budgets of the two jurisdictions (July 1, 
2009) 

• Proposed Charter amendment to replace the elected Library Board Trustee 
position on the Board of Estimate and Taxation with a second, elected 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner (July 1, 2009) 

• Consideration of Park Board Resolution 2009-152 requesting the Minneapolis 
Charter Commission to reject Council Member Paul Ostrow's proposal to 
change the current membership of the Board of Estimate and Taxation from a 
membership consisting of the Mayor, City Council, Park Board, and 
independent board members to a Board of Estimate and Taxation comprised 
entirely of thirteen Minneapolis City Council members (July 1, 2009) 

• Consideration of a request that the President of the City Council and the 
President of the Park Board assemble a study group to study whether the 
stated benefits of the Ostrow proposals could be achieved without adopting 
changes to the Charter and forge solutions that could include streamlining 
operations and bringing greater efficiencies to both the Park Board and City 
enterprises, as outlined in a letter to the Charter Commission dated June 2, 
2009 (July 1, 2009) 

• Proposed Charter amendment, by petition, from the Citizens for Independent 
Parks, adding a new Section 1A to Chapter 16 of the City Charter establishing 
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a separate and independent 
governmental unit (August 5, August 26, 2009) 

• Summary memoranda from the City Charter Revision Workgroup (October 7, 
2009) 

• Possible Charter Changes for 2010 ballot (October 7, 2009) 
• Proposed Charter amendment to Chapter 3, Section 4 of the Minneapolis City 

Charter relating to Powers and Duties of Officers:  Executive Committee, to 
include the position of the Director of Regulatory Services in the appointment 
process outlined in Chapter 3, Section 4.  (November 4, 2009) 

 



 8.  SPEAKERS 
 
 The following people addressed the Charter Commission in 2009: 

• Former Commissioner Brian Melendez, regarding Draft 12 of the proposed 
Charter Revision (January 7, February 4, March 4, May 6, October 7, 2009) 

• Paul Ostrow, 1st Ward Council Member, regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator 
position (February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6, June 3, 2009) 

• Ralph Remington, 10th Ward Council Member, regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator 
position (February 4, March 4, 2009) 

• Don Samuels, 5th Ward Council Member, regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the 
Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator 
position (February 4, 2009) 

• Michael Katch, 111 Marquette Avenue South, notifying the Commission of 
other petition drives for Charter changes (February 4, 2009) 

• Mike Kimble, Community and Government Relations Coordinator, 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, presenting a letter from Park Board 
President Nordyke offering space at park centers for community meetings to 
obtain public comment regarding the proposed Ostrow amendments (April 1, 
2009) 

• Council Member Cam Gordon, Ward 2, regarding community meetings to 
consider the proposed Ostrow amendments (April 1, 2009) 

• Pat Scott, 2413 Russell Avenue South, regarding the Charter amendment 
process (May 6, June 3, 2009) 

• Susan Segal, City Attorney, regarding proposed Charter amendments relating 
to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of Estimate and 
Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position (June 3, 2009) 

• Peter Ginder, Deputy City Attorney, regarding proposed Charter amendments 
relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of Estimate 
and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position (July 1, 2009) 

• Peter Wagenius, Senior Policy Aide to Mayor Rybak, regarding proposed 
Charter amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, 
the Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator 
position (June 3, July 1, 2009) 

• Council Member Diane Hofstede, Ward 3, thanking the Charter Commission 
for the time they spent at community meetings (June 3, 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 



• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner, 
regarding proposed amendment that the Board of Estimate and Taxation set 
the maximum property tax levy for both the City of Minneapolis and the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board at the same rate on an annual basis, 
and that the net debt bonding for capital projects be directly proportional to 
the property tax supported operating budgets of the two jurisdictions (July 1, 
2009) 

• Pat Scott, 2413 Russell Avenue South, regarding a proposed amendment to 
replace the elected Library Board Trustee position on the Board of Estimate 
and Taxation with a second, elected Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Commissioner (July 1, 2009) 

• Carol Becker, Board of Estimate and Taxation Member, regarding a proposed 
amendment to replace the Board of Estimate and Taxation membership with 
the membership of the City Council (July 1, 2009) 

• Mary Merrill Anderson, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
Commissioner, regarding Park Board Resolution 2009-152 (July 1, 2009) 

• Brian Rice, representing Donald Fraser, Sharon Sayles Belton, Pat Scott, 
Mark Andrew, Scott Neiman, and the Citizens for Independent Parks, 
regarding a citizen petition to amend the City Charter to establish the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a separate and independent 
governmental unit (August 26, 2009) 

• Pat Scott, 2413 Russell Avenue South, regarding a citizen petition to amend 
the City Charter to establish the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a 
separate and independent governmental unit (August 26, 2009) 

• Lisa Beck, 4503 Pleasant Avenue South, regarding a citizen petition to 
amend the City Charter to establish the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board as a separate and independent governmental unit (August 26, 2009) 

• Vivian Mason, 2849 Burnham Boulevard, regarding a citizen petition to 
amend the City Charter to establish the Minneapolis Park and Recreation 
Board as a separate and independent governmental unit (August 26, 2009) 

• Steven Bosacker, City Coordinator, regarding a proposed amendment to 
Chapter 3, Section 4 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to Powers and 
Duties of Officers:  Executive Committee, to include the position of the 
Director of Regulatory Services in the appointment process outlined in 
Chapter 3, Section 4  (November 4, 2009) 

• Barbara Johnson, City Council President, regarding a proposed amendment 
to Chapter 3, Section 4 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to Powers and 
Duties of Officers:  Executive Committee, to include the position of the 
Director of Regulatory Services in the appointment process outlined in 
Chapter 3, Section 4  (November 4, 2009) 

• Burt Osborne, Regulatory Services Department, Director of Operations, 
Licensing and Environmental Services, regarding a proposed amendment to 
Chapter 3, Section 4 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to Powers and 
Duties of Officers:  Executive Committee, to include the position of the 
Director of Regulatory Services in the appointment process outlined in 
Chapter 3, Section 4  (November 4, 2009) 



 The following individuals addressed the Charter Commission on March 4, 2009, 
regarding whether the Charter Commission should hold community meetings to obtain 
public comment on the proposed Charter amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board, the Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City 
Administrator position, as proposed by Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and 
Samuels: 

• Clara Fisher, 3019  4th Street North 
• Lee Mier, 2315 Quincy Street Northeast 
• Lisa Beck, 4503 Pleasant Avenue South 
• Martha Allen, 4845 Xerxes Avenue South 
• Jeanne Andre, 4601 Washburn Avenue South, representing the League of 

Women Voters 
• Senator Patricia Torres Ray 
• Jon Stutelberg, 642 Jackson Street Northeast 
• Robert Samolyk, 3832 17th Avenue South 
• Joe McGinness, 1811 University Avenue Northeast 
• Cheryl Luger, 4936  37th Avenue South 
• Mary Merrill Anderson, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 

Commissioner 
• Carol Kummer, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Harry Savage, 3228 Humboldt Avenue South 
• Audie Gillespie, 3225 East 24th Street 
• Judy Blaseg, 2416 West 42nd Street, on behalf of the Citizens League of 

Minnesota 
• Council Member Diane Hofstede, Ward 3 
• Annie Young, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ward 1 
• Tom Nordyke, President, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
• Council President Barbara Johnson, Ward 4 
• Father Michael O’Connell, 1723 Bryant Avenue North, Pastor, Ascension 

Catholic Church 
• Adam Faitek, 2814 Colfax Avenue South 
• Todd Klingel, President, Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce 
• Council Member Ralph Remington, Ward 10 
• Matt Moore, 5344  12th Avenue South 
• Arlene Fried, 1109 Xerxes Avenue South 
• John Hartwicz, 3228 Humboldt Avenue South 
• Carl Holmquist, 3109 Girard Avenue South 
• Aswar Rahman, 1727 University Avenue Northeast 
• Troy Parker, 4933 Penn Avenue North 
• Starla Krause, 2300 Victory Memorial Parkway 
• Walter Dziedzic, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Jon Olson, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 



 The following individuals addressed the Charter Commission on April 23, 2009, 
at a Community Meeting to obtain public comment regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of 
Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position, as proposed by 
Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and Samuels: 

• Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ward 1 
• Janet Gendler, 3906 Zenith Avenue South, President, League of Women Voters 
• Patricia Kovel-Jarboe, 4816 West Lake Harriet Parkway 
• Susan A. Lane, 3644  45th Avenue South 
• Parker Trostel, 3349 St. Louis Avenue 
• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Ted Kolderie, St. Paul 
• Bob Distad, 611  5th Street Southeast 
• Lyall Schwarzkopf, 4840 Bloomington Avenue 
• Cheryl Luger, 5015  35th Avenue South 
• Jerry Dustrud, 400 East Grant Street 
• Carol Becker, Board of Estimate and Taxation Member 
• Mary Merrill Anderson, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• William Shroyer, 3856  38th Avenue South 
• Scott Erasmus, 6045 Lyndale Avenue South 
• Steve Berg, 100 2nd Street Northeast 
• Lonnie Nichols, 2644 35th Avenue South 
• Al Flowers, Minneapolis resident, office at the Urban League 
• Audie Gillespie, 3225 24th Street East 
• Betty Ellison Harpole, 3804 10th Avenue South 
• David Grout, 2832  32nd Avenue South 
• Jeremy Lane, 3644  45th Avenue South 
• Diane Steen, St. Louis Park 
• Dean Carlson. 3937 Aldrich Avenue South 
• Wanda Richardson, 3737 13th Avenue South 
• Cary Lawrence, 3604  15th Avenue South 
• Starla Krause, 2300 Victory Memorial Parkway 
• Rick Kane, 3524 Colfax Avenue South 
• Bill Baker, 2625  2nd Avenue South 
• Robert Samolyk, 3832 17th Avenue South 



 The following individuals addressed the Charter Commission on April 28, 2009, 
at a Community Meeting regarding proposed Charter amendments relating to the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of Estimate and Taxation, and the 
creation of a City Administrator position, as proposed by Council Members Ostrow, 
Remington, and Samuels: 

• Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ward 1 
• Father Michael O'Connell, 1723 Bryant Avenue North, Pastor of Ascension 

Catholic Church 
• Polly Keppel, 10 Luverne Avenue, representing the League of Women Voters 
• Joan Niemiec, 4239 Harriet Avenue 
• Sean Kershaw, 555 North Wabasha, St. Paul, Executive Director of the Citizens 

League 
• Leslie Davis, 622 Lowry Avenue 
• Barbara Johnson, City Council President, Ward 4 
• Adam Faitek, 2814 Colfax Avenue South 
• Lauren Maker, 4059 Sheridan Avenue North 
• Joe Biernat, 701 Main Street 
• Carol Becker, Board of Estimate and Taxation Member 
• Dick Miller, 5240 Hollywood Road 
• Dan Thibadeau, 2922 Girard Avenue North 
• John Dietrich, 150 Second Street Northeast 
• Don Samuels, City Council Member, Ward 5 
• John Derus, 4046 Xerxes Avenue North 
• Duane Arens, 602  4th Street Northeast, representing the Metropolis Rugby 

Football Club at Columbia Park 
• David Luce, 426  29th Avenue North 
• Lisa Beck, 4503 Pleasant Avenue South 
• Jennifer McMacken, 3537  18th Avenue South 
• Starla Krause, 2300 Victory Memorial Parkway 
• Jeff Screnes, 2617  3rd Street North 
• Helen Williams, 1418 Hall Curve 
• Tracy Nordstrom, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Cam Gordon, City Council Member, Ward 2 
• Denita Cloud, 3105 Girard Avenue North 
• Bennett Siems, 3532 Aldrich Avenue South 
• Steve Jackson, Boys & Girls Club, 2410 Irving Avenue North 
• Gary Arntson (sp?), 3015 Benjamin Street Northeast 
• Karen Ba, 4017 Zenith Avenue South 
• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Lyall Schwarzkopf, 4840 Bloomington Avenue 
• Audie Gillespie, 3225 24th Street East 



 The following individuals addressed the Charter Commission on April 30, 2009, 
at a Community Meeting to obtain public comment regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of 
Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position, as proposed by 
Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and Samuels: 

• Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ward 1 
• Jeanne Andre, 4601 Washburn Avenue South 
• Cam Andre, 1806 McKinley Street Northeast 
• Michael Rainville, 89  7th Avenue Northeast 
• Lisa Goodman, City Council Member, Ward 7 
• Tony Anastasia, 2519 Pierce Street Northeast 
• Cindy Schulte, 2807 Polk Street Northeast 
• Jeremy Wieland, 737 Van Buren Street Northeast 
• Craig Rapp, International City/County Management Association 
• Mark Bernhardson, City Manager for the city of Bloomington 
• Clark Arneson, City Manager for the city of Blaine 
• Cathy Abene, 4722 Bryant Avenue South 
• Amy Fields, 820  2nd Avenue Northeast 
• Pat Scott, 2413 Russell Avenue South 
• DeWayne Townsend, 3222  39th Avenue South 
• Lynn Levitt, 3318 Polk Street Northeast 
• James Spencer, 2500 Madison Street Northeast 
• Thomas Lonergan, 3201  18th Avenue South 
• Doug Schelski (sp?) 1815 Central Avenue Northeast 
• Joyce Pfaff, 1920  1st Street South 
• Andrew Berton, 1701 Emerson Avenue South 
• Diane Moe, 4928 Park Avenue 
• Walter Dziedzic, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Gayle Bonneville, 3231 Pierce Street Northeast 
• Tom Hoch, 601 Madison Street Northeast 
• Martha Allen, 4845 Xerxes Avenue South 
• Arthur T. Himmelman, 210 West Grant Street 
• Jan Morse, 518  7th Street Southeast 
• Liz Wielinski, 3519  2nd Street Northeast 
• Council Member Diane Hofstede, Ward 3 
• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Marcus Ford, 611 East Franklin Avenue 
• Michael Darger, 3455 Hayes Northeast 
• John Erwin, 3300  24th Street East 



 The following individuals addressed the Charter Commission on May 7, 2009, at 
a Community Meeting to obtain public comment regarding proposed Charter 
amendments relating to the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Board of 
Estimate and Taxation, and the creation of a City Administrator position, as proposed by 
Council Members Ostrow, Remington, and Samuels: 

• Council Member Paul Ostrow, Ward 1 
• Patricia Kovel-Jarboe, 4816 West Lake Harriet Parkway, speaking on behalf of 

the Minneapolis League of Women Voters 
• Council Member Ralph Remington, Ward 4 
• Jay Kiedrowski, 1012 West Minnehaha Parkway 
• Dan Niziolek 
• Barbara Burke, 4005 Dupont Avenue South 
• Council Member Gary Schiff, Ward 9 
• Dean Carlson, 3937 Aldrich Avenue South 
• Wizard Marks, 3001 Oakland Avenue South 
• Marcia Mariani, 3222  39th Avenue South 
• Al Flowers 
• Chiffon Williams, 2626 Cedar Avenue South 
• Judy Nelson, 3503 33rd Avenue South 
• Brian Rice, attorney for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board 
• Jeanine Estime 
• DelRoy Calhoun, 2644 Harriet Avenue 
• Brad Johnson, Park Board Police Chief 
• Dan Myklebust, 4740 Clinton Avenue South 
• Judith Martin, 14 Grove Street 
• Bob Bierscheid, 1065 Harriet Lane, Roseville 
• Council Member Scott Benson, Ward 11 
• DeWayne Townsend, 3222  39th Avenue South 
• Adam Faitek, 2814 Colfax Avenue South 
• Sean Goffin, 1214  50th Street West 
• Jennifer Beard (sp?), 2540 18th Avenue 
• Jeremy Cram, 2925 West 47th Street 
• Ray Harris, 210 West Grant 
• Ed Schwartz, 2825 Brookwood Terrace 
• Lou Moran, 2912  42nd Street West 
• Bill Stout, 4340 West Lake Harriet Parkway 
• Jason Stone, 1708 East 57th Street 
• Marty Demgen, 4230  25th Avenue South 
• Matt Moore, 5344 12th Avenue South 
• Steve Minn, 1701 Madison Street Northeast 
• Tony Kelly, 2422 Inglewood Avenue North 
• Carol Kummer, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Annie Young, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Meg Fourney, 3401 Zenith Avenue South 



• Carol Pass, 2536 18th Avenue South 
• Susan Vikse, 2344 River Pointe Circle 
• Scott Vreeland, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Mary Merrill Anderson, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Commissioner 
• Audie Gillespie, 3225  24th Street East 
• Lyall Schwarzkopf, 4840 Bloomington Avenue 

 
 
 9.  CHARTER AMENDMENTS BY PETITION 
 
 There were no Charter amendments by petition in 2009. 
 
 Justin Fay, on behalf of Scott Neiman, Chair of Citizens for Independent Parks, 
submitted a petition to amend the City Charter by establishing the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board as a separate and independent governmental unit.  The City Council 
declined to place the proposed amendment on the ballot for reasons consistent with the 
legal advice of the Minneapolis City Attorney's Office in its opinion dated August 25, 
2009 as follows:  1) The proposed amendment conflicts with Minnesota Constitution; 2) 
The proposed amendment is preempted by Minnesota law; 3) The proposed 
amendment violates state public policy. 
 
 
 10.  CHARTER AMENDMENTS BY ORDINANCE 
 
 An Ordinance amending Chapter 3, Section 4 of the Minneapolis City Charter 
relating to Powers and Duties of Officers:  Executive Committee, to include the position 
of the Director of Regulatory Services in the appointment process outlined in Chapter 3, 
Section 4, was adopted by a 13-0 vote of the Minneapolis City Council on December 4, 
2009. 
 
 
 11.  CHARTER AMENDMENTS BY REFERENDUM 
 
 There were no Charter amendments by referendum in 2009. 
 
 As a result of a proposed Charter amendment submitted by Council Members 
Ostrow, Samuels, and Remington, the following question was placed on the November 
3, 2009 ballot:  “Should the City of Minneapolis adopt a change in its charter to the 
composition of the Board of Estimate and Taxation so that the Board’s membership 
consists of the members of the City Council, with the actions of the Board subject to the 
powers and duties of the Mayor?”  The following is the result of the vote: 
 Yes:  13,612 
 No:   25,132 
 



 

Appendix I 
2009 MINNEAPOLIS CHARTER COMMISSION ROSTER 

Commissioner Appointed Date 
Appointed By Term Expiration 

Date 
Bernstein, James 05/17/1999 - Judge Mabley 

06/27/2000 - Judge Mabley 
07/22/2004 - Judge Wieland 
04/30/2008 - Judge Wieland 

Filled unexpired term of David Fisher 
First term 
Serving second term 

July 1, 2000 
July 1, 2004 
July 1, 2008 
July 1, 2010 

Bujold, Tyrone 07/16/2004 - Judge Burke 
04/30/2008 - Judge Wieland 

Serving first term July 1, 2008 
July 1, 2010 

Clegg, Barry 05/2003 - Judge Burke 
4/20/2007 - Judge Wieland 

Serving first term 
Serving second term 

May 1, 2007 
May 1, 2011 

Connell, Corbin 03/26/06 - Judge Wieland Serving first term May 10, 2010 
Dolan, Margaret 10/20/1998 - Judge Mabley 

04/29/2002 - Judge Burke 
05/22/2006 - Judge Wieland 

Filled unexpired term of Francis Connolly 
Serving first term 
Serving second term 

March 26, 2002 
March 26, 2006 
March 26, 2010 

Ferrara, Todd  03/19/2004 - Judge Burke 
07/21/2004 - Judge Burke 
04/30/2008 - Judge Wieland 

Filled unexpired term of Pete Rhodes 
Serving first term 

July 1, 2004 
July 1, 2008 
July 1, 2010 

Jancik, Thomas 02/28/2007 - Judge Wieland Filling unexpired term of Susan Ponsford 
Serving first term 

Feb. 26, 2011 

Kadwell, Laura 03/24/2009 - Judge Swenson 
 

Filling unexpired term of John Klassen July 1, 2010 

Lazarus, Barry 05/2003 - Judge Burke 
07/30/2004 - Judge Burke 
04/30/2008 - Judge Wieland 

Filled unexpired term of Steven Pihlaja 
Serving first term 

June 1, 2004 
June 1, 2008 
June 1, 2010 

Lichty, Marshall 09/10/2004 - Judge Wieland 
04/30/2008 - Judge Wieland 

Serving first term July 1, 2008 
July 1, 2010 

Metge, Jana 05/2003 - Judge Burke 
05/22/2006 - Judge Wieland 

Filled unexpired term of Steven Johnson 
Serving first term 

March 26, 2006 
March 26, 2010 

Remme, Kristy 03/26/2006 - Judge Wieland Serving first term May 10, 2010 
Rubenstein, Andrea 03/26/2006 - Judge Wieland Serving first term May 10, 2010 
Stade, Ian 06/07/2006- Judge Wieland 

04/30/2007 - Judge Wieland 
Serving unexpired term of Karen Collier 
Serving first term 

May 1, 2007 
May 1, 2011 

Street, Aaron 03/26/2006 - Judge Wieland Serving first term May 10, 2010 

Staff: Dana Banwer Assistant City Attorney   612-673-2014  lisa.needham@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
   Cindy Reichert Director of Elections   612-673-2073  cindy.reichert@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
   Peggy Menshek Charter Commission Coordinator 612-673-2287  peggy.menshek@ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
 
Chief Judge James Swenson      612-348-2122 



 

Jenna (Clerk)        612-348-5983 
300 South 6th Street 
Minneapolis  MN  55487 



 

 
 

Appendix II 
MINNEAPOLIS CHARTER COMMISSION 

2009 ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

(Code:  Blank = Present;  A = Absent;  E = Excused) 
 

Name 01/07 02/04 03/04 04/01 05/06 06/03 07/01 08/05 08/26 09/02 10/07 11/04 12/02
James Bernstein              
Tyrone Bujold  E     E    E   
Barry Clegg A   A E       A  
Corbin Connell              
Margaret Dolan E E E E E         
Todd Ferrara              
Thomas Jancik E  E  E   E   E E  
Laura Kadwell        E      
John Klassen E E E           
Barry Lazarus           E   
Marshall Lichty  A  E          
Jana Metge E       E      
Kristi Remme  E  E    E   E   
Andrea Rubenstein            E  
Ian Stade         E     
Aaron Street A   E   E    E   

 
The September 2 and the December 2, 2009, meetings were cancelled. 
 


