
M I N U T E S 
 

Minneapolis Charter Commission 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, April 7, 2004 - 4:00 p.m. 
 
Commission's present:  Bernstein, Chair; Lazarus, Secretary; Commissioners Clegg, Dolan, 
Dziedzic, Ferrara, Fraser, Masica, Melendez, Metge, Theurer  
Excused:  Collier, Leitschuh 
Absent:  Thaden, Vice Chair 
(Quorum: 8) 

 
Chair Bernstein called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Room 317 City 
Hall. 
 
1.  Roll Call  11 present, 2 excused, 1 absent 
 
2.  Adopt Agenda 
 
Melendez moved adoption of the agenda.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
3.  Approve Minutes of March 3, 2004 
 
Melendez moved approval of the Minutes.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 

------- 
 

Todd Ferrara was introduced and welcomed as the newest member of the Charter Commission.  He 
is filling the unexpired term of Pete Rhodes that expires on July 1, 2004. 
 
Mark Masica was recognized as a tremendous asset to the Charter Commission during his years of 
service to the Charter Commission.  He was appointed by Chief Judge Kevin Burke on May 11, 
1993 to fill the unexpired term of Linda Higgins.  His second term of office expires on May 1, 2004. 
 
Mark stated that it has been an honor and a pleasure working with Charter Commissioners who 
have worked so well together during his 11 years of service on the Commission. 
 
4.  Revisions to City Charter: 
 a)  Update 
 b)  Voting Procedures 
 
Melendez presented a revised Charter-Revision Process that includes an estimated timetable.  The 
original timetable was revised because an additional draft was prepared.  He has received a number 
of comments for consideration.  The 5th draft will be out in approximately two weeks.  The voting 
procedures will be done by Article. 
 
Melendez moved approval of the revision process.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote.  
 
5.  2003 Annual Report: 
 Approval 
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Clegg moved to delete the final sentence in Section 12 and insert the following language: 

 "The format of the amendment was deemed to be proper; however, in the view of 
the Commission, the amendment was determined to be inappropriate for the City 
Charter." 

Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Masica moved to amend Section 9 to read:  "Dennis Miller, former Charter Commissioner, 
suggested various ideas for Charter changes"  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
6.  Status of Vacancies: 
 Update 
 
Gene Martinez's application for appointment to the Charter Commission was accepted by the Chief 
Judge Kevin Burke, but Martinez has not returned his Oath and acceptance form in the required 30 
day period.  The clerk will follow up with the Chief Judge to determine what actions are being taken 
to fill the position of the unexpired term of Joe Bester. 

-------- 
Bert Osborne, Assistant City Attorney, reports that both lawsuits relating to redistricting are under 
advisement by Judge Tunheim after being argued in court. 
 
Melendez moved to adjourn.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
 
 
Jan Hrncir 
Chief Council Committee Coordinator 


