
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, July 6, 2005 - 4:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, Room 317 City Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
Present:  Commission Members Bernstein, Thaden, Lazarus, Bujold, Clegg, Collier, Dolan, 
Ferrara, Klassen, Metge, Ponsford, Theurer 
Absent:   Commission Members Dziedzic, Melendez, and Lichty (all excused) 
City Attorney Staff:  Burt Osborne;  Committee Coordinator:  Julie Bartell  

1.  Roll Call 

2.  Adopt Agenda 

 Chair Bernstein corrected the misspelling of Commissioner Klassen’s name on the 
agenda. 

 The agenda was further amended by adding the following items to New Business: 

8. St. Paul Charter Commission: 
Update on meeting with St. Paul Charter Commission Chair Bridget Faricy on the 
possibility of hiring a joint lobbyist. 

9. Organizing a Campaign for a Charter Change: 
Report by Commissioner Theurer on past experience with Ramsey County charter 
amendments 

10. Ad hoc Committee on Public Hearings: 
Update on committee’s work to schedule public hearings on Charter revisions. 

 LAZARUS MOVED TO ADOPT THE AGENDA, AS AMENDED.  Seconded. 
Motion adopted upon a voice vote. 

3.  Accept Minutes of June 1, 2005 

 DOLAN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES.  Seconded. 
Motion adopted upon a voice vote. 

 June 1/2005 minutes 

Unfinished Business 

4. Minneapolis City Charter (re Reform): 
a)  Request from City Council Intergovernmental Relations Committee to the Minneapolis 
Charter Commission to conduct public hearings to collect ideas for Minneapolis Charter 
reform, beyond the scope of current “non-substantive” revisions. 
 
b) Summary of comments received at May 18 and May 25 public hearings.  
(Summary was submitted and reviewed by IGR Committee on 6/14/05) 

 Staff report: Charter notes  and Various letters 

 Chair Bernstein reported that he had met with the City Council Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee as they reviewed the written notes on the hearings.  Chair Bernstein 
noted that they shared his belief that the lack of a concrete proposal to change the 
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Charter kept attendance down; he recommended not holding additional hearings until 
there is a big picture recommendation to be made.  He didn’t hear from the Committee, 
however, that they specifically want to hold off on additional hearings. 
 
Thaden pointed out that the Commission should be aware that the bill that would establish 
a governance group (by Senator Pogemiller) is still attached to the State Tax Bill that 
hasn’t been approved so that, conceivably, is still alive. 
 
Ferrara asked if the Commission should voice an official opinion on that bill. 
 
Chair Bernstein explained that Commissioner Dziedzic has remained in touch with 
Senator Pogemiller and he hasn’t expressed a strong need to get that passed. 
 
c) Minneapolis City Charter (re Redistricting): 
Subject matter of ordinances amending the Minneapolis City Charter relating to 
redistricting, amending:  a)  Chapter 1, Section 3 relating to City and Ward Boundaries:  
Thirteen Wards; b)  Chapter 2, Section 4 relating to Officers--Elections:  Election  
(By Ostrow - Referred to IGR from the City Council 11/21/03) 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee Action of 1/11/05:  Refer back to Minneapolis 
Charter Commission for further discussion in the broader scope of City Charter reform. 

 Staff report: Charter amend Chap 1 Sec3 and Redistricting timelines 
Action Taken on February 2, 2005: Matter to be included in consideration of Charter 
Reform issue 

5.  6th Draft to City Charter Revisions: 
 Staff report: Charter Revision 6th draft; Charter Revision 6th draft-relined; Moir letter Library Board of 
 Trustees Letter; Park Board comments; City Attorneys comments; Summary of Charter Changes; Charter revision 
timelines 

Action Taken by the Commission on 1/5/05:  The reporter will report back to the Charter 
Commission by June 30, 2005 August 31, 2005 with the best and final draft; Public 
hearings postponed until after the final draft is presented 
By September meeting, a schedule will be presented for hearings to consider the final 
revision proposal with the goal of including the subject on the 2006 ballot (subcommittee 
of Commissioners Collier, Dolan and Bujold established to work on schedule);  

 Chair Bernstein noted that he had thought that Commissioner Melendez would be 
presenting information on this item.  Nothing will be moving ahead without that report. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne reported that he had researched the question posed 
at the previous meeting regarding the legality of a charter commission advocating for 
proposed charter changes.  There is case law finding it inappropriate for a public entity 
(the Charter Commission) to use public funds for such advocacy.  On an individual basis 
and not involving public funds, it would be different. 
 
Thaden asked if the Charter Commission could add hearings to its schedule to present 
changes? 
 
Osborne said that would be acceptable as long as the meetings were held under the 
requirements of the Open Meeting Law. 
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Theuer noted his knowledge of a situation whereby a private organization was set up to 
receive private donations to support an amendment. 
 
Thaden suggested that such a group would have to abide by State law for raising funds. 
 

New Business 

6. State Law Change regarding Charter Amendment Process: 
Law approved by the State amending the process for City Council consideration of charter 
amendments 

 State Law  

 Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne reported.  He explained that the law change before 
the Commission is basically a change to the rules regarding a charter amendment that is 
considered for approval on a 13-0 vote of the City Council.  The law mandates new time 
requirements for the scheduling of a public hearing and a subsequent vote of the Council.   
 
Collier asked that the Commission remain aware of the change as it could relate to the 
Charter revisions currently under consideration. 

7. Court of Appeals Ruling on Charter Amendment: 
Ruling upholding the City Council's refusal to advance to the ballot a charter amendment aimed at 
legalizing marijuana distribution 

 SF 1945 Bill for an Act 
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 Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne reported on the ruling.  The City received this final 

outcome to the marijuana charter amendment that was rejected by the City Council on the 
basis that it was preempted by state law and also unconstitutional.  The court found the 
rejection to be entirely appropriate.   

8. St. Paul Charter Commission: 
Update on meeting with St. Paul Charter Commission Chair Bridget Faricy on the 
possibility of hiring a joint lobbyist. 
 
Chair Bernstein reported that he had spoken with Bridget Faricy on the phone.  The St. 
Paul Charter Commission is interested in hiring a lobbyist and they have some funding in 
place.  Chair Bernstein informed her that the Minneapolis Charter Commission does not 
have an appropriation and so wouldn’t be interested in a joint effort.   
 
Bujold remarked that he is still concerned about the governance bill at the Legislature.  He 
thinks the Commission needs to be more certain that the bill doesn’t sneak through. 
 
COLLIER MOVED THAT THE CHARTER COMMISSION REQUEST THAT THE CITY 
COUNCIL INSTRUCT THE CITY LOBBYIST TO FOLLOW THE AMENDMENT (THE 
BILL THAT WOULD ESTABLISH A GOVERNANCE GROUP) AND URGE THAT IT BE 
DELETED FROM THE TAX BILL.  Seconded. 
 
Bujold suggested that, with the Legislature hopefully nearing it’s close, time would be of 
the essence and he asked if the Chair would be willing to get the message to the City 
immediately. 
 
The motion was adopted upon a voice vote.  Absent – Dziedzic, Melendez, Lichty 

9. Organizing a Campaign for a Charter Change: 
Report by Commissioner Theurer on past experience with Ramsey County charter 
amendments 
 
Commissioner Theurer noted information that he was bringing forward relating to how a 
Ramsey County charter change was moved along.  A video and correspondence was 
submitted to the clerk for retention until such time as marketing of a charter amendment is 
considered by this Commission. 

10. Ad hoc Committee on Public Hearings: 
Update on committee’s work to schedule public hearings on Charter revisions. 
 
Commissioner Bujold noted that the Ad hoc Committee would be reporting at the next 
regular meeting. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote.  Absent – Dziedzic, Melendez, Lichty. 
 
 
 
Julianne Bartell 
Charter Commission Clerk  


