
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, October 5, 2005  
 
Present:  Commissioners Bernstein, Thaden, Bujold, Clegg, Collier, Dolan, Klassen, Lazarus, Lichty, 
Melendez, Metge, Ponsford, Ferrara, Theurer (Commission Members Thaden and Thuerer were 
present for the study session only) 
Absent:  Commissioner Dziedzic 
Also Present:  Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne 
 
Chair Bernstein called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. in Room 319, City Hall. 
1.  Roll Call 
2.  Adopt Agenda 
 
FERRARA MOVED TO AMEND THE AGENDA TO ADD REVIEW OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
REPORT “BALANCING ACT” AS ITEM 7.  The motion was seconded and adopted upon a voice vote. 

3.  Accept Minutes of September 7, 2005. 
LICHTY MOVED APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.  The motion was seconded by 
Ponsford and adopted upon a voice vote. 
 

Old Business 

4. Minneapolis City Charter (re Reform): 
a)  Request from City Council Intergovernmental Relations Committee to the Minneapolis 
Charter Commission to conduct public hearings to collect ideas for Minneapolis Charter reform, 
beyond the scope of current “non-substantive” revisions. 
 
b) Summary of comments received at May 18 and May 25 public hearings.  
(Summary was submitted and reviewed by IGR Committee on 6/14/05) 

  
c) Minneapolis City Charter (re Redistricting): 
Subject matter of ordinances amending the Minneapolis City Charter relating to redistricting, 
amending:  a)  Chapter 1, Section 3 relating to City and Ward Boundaries:  Thirteen Wards; b)  
Chapter 2, Section 4 relating to Officers--Elections:  Election  
(By Ostrow - Referred to IGR from the City Council 11/21/03) 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee Action of 1/11/05:  Refer back to Minneapolis Charter 
Commission for further discussion in the broader scope of City Charter reform. 

 Staff report: Charter amend Chap 1 Sec3 and Redistricting timelines 
Action Taken:  No action on Item a; Items b and c deleted from agenda 

 
Chair Bernstein reviewed Item 4.   
 
No action was taken on Item 4 (a). 
 
CHAIR BERNSTEIN MOVED TO STRIKE ITEMS 4B AND 4C FROM THE AGENDA.  The motion 
was seconded and adopted upon a voice vote.  
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5. Mr. Juris Curiskis, 1199 Edlin Place: 

Issues regarding special assessment process 

Chair Bernstein noted that the Commission received another letter from Mr. Curiskis (attached to the 
agenda).  He added that he has come to learn that Mr. Curiskis is in the process of suing the City 
over his assessment. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne explained that when the matter (Mr. Curiskis) was referred to 
him, he wasn’t aware of the appeal.  He thinks it would be a mistake for the City to offer an opinion 
on Mr. Curiskis’ question to the Charter Commission while the matter is pending in district court.  Mr. 
Osborne added that he is confident that the City will prevail on the matter.  The City has a public 
hearing process in place that allows people to address the City Council regarding assessments.  He 
believes the City is offering due process. 
 
Mr. Osborne introduced Timothy Inglehart (sp), a law clerk in the City Attorney’s Office, who 
assisted with the successful court action on the marijuana issue.   
 
Commissioner Bujold asked if Mr. Curiskis has been informed that the City Attorney will not be 
writing an opinion on his question. 
 
Mr. Osborne said he would inform Mr. Curiskis. 
 
Chair Bernstein remarked that the Charter Commission should decide if they will continue to discuss 
the matter. 
 
Mr. Osborne remarked that the City has a process and it is backed up by State law.  He wouldn’t 
recommend adding another layer of bureaucracy. 
 
CHAIR BERNSTEIN MOVED THAT THE CHARTER COMMISSION NOTIFY JURIS CURISKIS 
THAT THEY HAVE REVIEWED AND DISCUSSED HIS CORRESPONDENCE AND WILL NOT BE 
RECOMMENDING TO THE MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL THAT THEY ENACT AN ORDINANCE 
OR THAT THE CHARTER BE AMENDED REGARDING HIS REQUEST FOR A SPECIAL 
PROCESS.  The motion was seconded by Collier and adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Upon the request of Commissioner Ferrara, Mr. Osborne said he would inform the Commission of 
the decision in the district court case. 

Unfinished Business 

6.  8th Draft to City Charter Revisions (submitted Aug 31, 2005): 
Commission to hold study session October 5 to review the 8th draft 

 
Chair Bernstein noted that the Charter Commission would be adjourning to a special study session 
immediately following the regular meeting to discuss this matter.  Comments were held for the study 
session. 

7. League of Women Voters Report, “Minneapolis Government:  A Balancing Act”, a study of 
Minneapolis city government structure 
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Commissioner Ferrara noted the LWV report before the Commission, suggesting that the report 
would be good information for the Commissioners to review.  One of the authors, Joan Neimiec, has 
offered to speak to the Commission if desired. 
 
No action was taken on the report. 
 
COLLIER MOVED TO ADJOURN.   
The motion was seconded by Lazarus and adopted upon a voice vote.  
 
 
 
Julie Bartell 
Clerk of the Minneapolis Charter Commission  
 
Note:  A study session of the Charter Commission was held immediately following the meeting; 
there are no minutes taken as the session is an informal meeting. 

 


