
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, February 6, 2008 - 4:00 p.m. 
Room 319 City Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
Present:  Commissioners Bujold, Clegg, Connell, Dolan, Ferrara, Jancik, Klassen, Lazarus, 
Lichty, Metge, Remme, Rubenstein, Stade, Street 
 
Excused:  Commissioner Bernstein 
 
Also Present:  Lisa Needham, Assistant City Attorney 

 

1. Roll Call 
 
In the absence of Chair Bernstein, Vice Chair Lazarus called the meeting to order at 4:06 
p.m.  Roll call was taken. 
 

2. Adopt Agenda 
 
Commissioner Ferrara moved adoption of the agenda.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 

3. Approve Minutes of January 2, 2008 
 
Commissioner Lichty moved approval of the minutes of January 2, 2008.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 

Unfinished Business 

4. Update on the submittal of Draft 10 of the proposed revised Charter to the City Attorney’s Office. 
 
Commissioner Ferrara requested an update as to the status of Draft 10. 
 
Lisa Needham, Assistant City Attorney, stated that she would touch base with Barret Lane 
and send an email to the Charter Commissioners regarding the status of the draft.  She also 
noted that while Barret Lane is currently assigned to review the revision, she didn’t know if 
the new City Attorney would authorize the continued use of external counsel. 
 
Commissioner Bujold moved to postpone Item 4 to the next meeting.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 

New Business 
Referred by City Council Intergovernmental Relations Committee: 
5. City Planning Commission (Minneapolis City Charter Amendment): 

Ordinance amending Chapter 13, Section 1 of the Minneapolis City Charter relating to City 
Planning Department -- Commissioner and Membership, eliminating the Library Board 
Representative on the City Planning Commission and adding a representative that is appointed by 
the City Council.  (Schiff) 
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Commissioner Metge moved approval of the proposed amendment for transmittal to the 
Minneapolis City Council requesting approval by a 13-0 vote.  Seconded. 
 
Council Member Schiff was present and stated that due to the library merger, the 
Minneapolis Planning Commission is absent one member and a tie could now occur on a 
quasi-judicial matter.  The Planning Commission does not have a way to send things 
forward without recommendation so, ultimately, things would fail on a tie vote.  It was felt 
that the City could be best served by replacing the Library Board appointee with another 
appointee. 
 
Commissioner Ferrara inquired if there had been any discussion about appointing someone 
from the Hennepin County Library Board. 
 
Council Member Schiff stated that there currently is a Hennepin County appointee to the 
Minneapolis Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Lazarus inquired if there had been any discussion as to whether the 
appointment should be by the Mayor or the City Council. 
 
Council Member Schiff stated that the Mayor’s Office currently enjoys five appointments to 
the Planning Commission.  As the Chair of the Zoning and Planning Committee, Council 
Member Schiff is the only City Council appointee to the Planning Commission. 
 
Barb Sporlein, Planning Director, was present and stated that the Mayor’s Office was 
supportive of the proposal. 
 
Commissioner Bujold inquired what would happen if the Charter Commission rejected the 
amendment. 
 
Commissioner Clegg stated that the role of the Charter Commission is to review and 
suggest changes.  The recommendations of the Charter Commission are not binding to the 
City Council.  The City Council will consider the amendment and either will or will not pass it 
by a 13-0 vote. 
 
Commissioner Metge stated that when the Commission first began work on the revised 
Charter, she had been one of the advocates that fought hard to keep the Planning 
Commission in the Charter, which is why it is still in the current draft of the revision.  As a 
professional who works with the Neighborhood Revitalization Program, she realizes how 
crucial the decisions of the Planning Commission are to that work.  The possibility of a tie 
vote on the Planning Commission would be detrimental to that work.  She was also pleased 
that the appointment would be a citizen, as she is an advocate for the citizen voice. 
 
Commissioner Lichty inquired as to the qualifications of the appointee. 
 
Ms. Sporlein stated that the position will be filled through the Open Appointments process, 
and the selection panel will look for racial and ethnic diversity, as well as geographic and 
skill set diversity.  The selection differs each time an appointment is made, depending on 
the complement needed for the Commission. 
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Commissioner Rubenstein stated that there are other provisions in the Charter which have 
been affected by the Library merger, such as the Board of Estimate and Taxation.  She 
inquired if the City Council was planning to forward more recommendations to the Charter 
Commission. 
 
Ms. Sporlein stated that Carol Bachun in the City Attorney’s Office had been assigned to 
work on the details regarding the library merger. 
 
Commissioner Bujold requested that the word “that” be changed to the word “who” in the 
title of the ordinance, to read as follows: 
 

“Amending Chapter 13, Section 1 of the Minneapolis City Charter 
relating to City Planning Department - Commission and Membership, 
eliminating the Library Board representative on the City Planning 
Commission and adding a representative that who is appointed by 
the City Council (Charter Amendment No. ___).” 

 
Commissioner Metge’s motion approving the proposed Charter amendment, with the above-
mentioned change to the title, for transmittal to the Minneapolis City Council requesting 
approval by a 13-0 vote, was adopted Yeas, 13; Nays, 0, as follows: 
Yeas - Bujold, Clegg, Connell, Dolan, Jancik, Klassen, Lazarus, Lichty, Metge, Remme, 
Rubenstein, Stade, Street. 
Declining to vote - Ferrara. 
Absent - Bernstein. 
 
Commissioner Clegg moved to adjourn. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Menshek 
Charter Commission Coordinator 


