
POLICE CONDUCT OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 

Oct. 14, 2014 

Outreach Committee Chair Report 

 
  

Chair Brown and Commissioners,  

 

The Outreach Committee met on September 25, 2014. Commissioners Giraud-Isaacson and 

Singleton were present, as well as Committee Clerk Leda Schuster.  

  

The Committee received a report on Minneapolis Police Department Outreach and Engagement 

activities and discussed four items of ongoing business: (1) the PCOC’s planned off-site 

meeting; (2) the Committee’s liaison duties with the Civil Rights Commission; (3) the 

Minneapolis Transgender Work Group Equity Summit; and (4) planning for a winter listening 

session.   

  

I. REPORT ON MPD OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

Sherman Patterson, the Community Engagement Coordinator for the Minneapolis Police 

Department, presented to the Committee on MPD’s outreach and engagement efforts.  

Mr. Patterson detailed the various activities MPD has participated in since he began in 

January 2014.  Among other events, MPD has held various bike rides with Chief Harteau and 

community members, including on the North Side; held a North Side Safety Summit on April 19 

to address 11 core areas of concern; initiated a series of one-on-one conversations between Chief 

Harteau and Minneapolis residents; worked with the new Youth Council and begun planning a 

Youth Summit for Summer 2015; and has implemented the Cops out of Cars program.  Overall, 

Mr. Patterson emphasized that he is attempting to create opportunities for officers to begin 

developing relationships with community members to increase trust among the community. 

The Committee noted that during the Jan. 18 Sabathani community forum, some community 

members expressed a desire for more events such as precinct open houses, during which 

community members can get to know officers, and vice versa, in a more relaxed environment.  In 

addition, the Committee suggested that officers conduct more outreach out of uniform because 

wearing a uniform and carrying a gun creates a barrier to open communication for many 

community members.   

Handouts provided by Mr. Patterson are attached at the end of this report. 

II. ONGOING BUSINESS  

A. Off-Site Meeting 

The PCOC moved on July 8, 2014, to host its October meeting off-site.  The off-site meeting will 

be held at the Minneapolis Adult Education Center, located at 2225 Lake Street.  The OPCR 

Office has worked with the City’s communications office to push a press release for the meeting 

to media partners.  The press release will also be published through social media and provided to 

council members.  Commissioner Giraud-Isaacson emphasized that he would like to make sure 

community members get adequate time to address the PCOC.   



 

B.  Civil Rights Commission Liaison  

Commissioner Giraud-Isaacson volunteered to reach out to the Civil Rights Commission. 

  

C. Minneapolis Transgender Work Group  

The Minneapolis Transgender Issues Work Group hosted the Minneapolis Trans Equity Summit 

on September 25, 2014, at the University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Policy.  

Commissioner Singleton was able to attend the breakout session on community-police relations.  

Commander Case was present at the session and the meeting was focused on the new 

Department of Justice training developed to help law enforcement better serve the transgender 

community.  Many community members expressed skepticism that the training could overcome 

institutional/societal racism and transphobia but community members also stressed the 

importance of having grassroots trans groups involved in developing the Minneapolis training. 

 

D. Winter Listening Session 

Commissioner Singleton is attempting to schedule a meeting with a contact at Communidades 

Latinas Unidas En Servicio (CLUES) who she met at the Sept. 18 Sabathani Listening Session, 

and would like to explore the possibility of partnering with CLUES.  The Committee requests 

that Commissioners refer other suggested partnerships to the Committee for exploration. 

 

  

Sincerely,  

 

/s/ Jennifer L. Singleton  

 

Jennifer L. Singleton  

PCOC Outreach Committee Chair 






