
GRANTS THAT REQUIRE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP  
• NEA Our Town – $25,000-$200,000 
duration: 1 yr 

• grant deadline Sept 21, 2015 
• City deadline Aug 3, 2015 

 
• Bloomberg Public Art Challenge – $1,000,000.00 
duration: 2yrs 

• 2016 Deadline TBD 
 

• Artplace America - $500,000 
duration: 1yr 

• 2016 Deadline TBD 



THE NEA OUR TOWN GRANT 
PROGRAM SUPPORTS CREATIVE 
PLACEMAKING PROJECTS THAT 
HELP TO TRANSFORM 
COMMUNITIES INTO LIVELY, 
BEAUTIFUL, AND RESILIENT 
PLACES WITH THE ARTS AT THEIR 
CORE. 



“CREATIVE PLACEMAKING IS THE 
WAYS IN WHICH COMMUNITIES 
USE THE ARTS TO HELP SHAPE 
THEIR  SOCIAL, PHYSICAL & 
ECONOMIC CHARACTERS” 
 
ROCCO  LANDESMAN, CHARIMAN, NEA 



OUR TOWN FUNDS: CREATIVE PLACEMAKING 
 
- ARTS ENGAGEMENT 
- CULTURAL PLANNING, AND  
- DESIGN PROJECTS  
 
ALL REQUIRE A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN A 
NONPROFIT CULTURAL (ARTS OR DESIGN) 
ORGANIZATION AND A LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
FOR DETAILS GO TO:  
WWW.ARTS.GOV/GRANT-ORGANIZATIONS/OURTOWN/INTRODUCTION 



GRANT AMOUNT: 
NEA $25,000 to $200,000  (in matching funds) 
in-kind match is allowed (-ie- staff time) 
  
 
City cash match options : City of Minneapolis Great 
Streets grant program $50,000 
Cultivates and sustains vibrant neighborhood 
commercial districts in the City of Minneapolis.  
 

 

 
for details go to: www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/ba/cped_great_stressts_home 
  

  

  

 

 



EACH LOCAL GOVERNMENT -
WHETHER APPLYING AS THE  
PARTNER WITH A NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION OR AS THE PRIMARY 
LEAD APPLICANT MAY SUBMIT UP 
TO TWO (2) APPLICATIONS. 



SELECTION CRITERIA:  
 
NEA: 
ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE OF THE PROJECT:  
 QUALITY OF THE ARTISTS, ARTS OR DESIGN 
 PROFESSIONALS, ARTS ORGANIZATIONS, WORKS 
 OF ART, OR SERVICES THAT THE PROJECT WILL 
 INVOLVE, AS APPROPRIATE FOR THE COMMUNITY 
 IN WHICH THE PROJECT TAKES PLACE 
 
THE ARTISTIC MERIT:  
 POTENTIAL OF THE PROJECT TO ACHIEVE 
 RESULTS CONSISTENT WITH THE NEA OBJECTIVE 
 FOR LIVABILITY 
 
CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS: 
 ALIGNMENT WITH NEA SELECTION CRITERIA 
 ALIGNMENT WITH CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS GOALS 



WHAT IS DOES A CITY 
PARTNERSHIP MEAN TO YOU? 
 



WHAT IS A PARTNERSHIP? 
• What is shared: 
 authority 
 power 
 activities   
 resources 
 information 
 nothing 
 
• Mechanism for Sharing: 
 communication  
 coordination 
 collaboration 
 merger 
 
 



CITY’S FORMAL PARTNERSHIP 
SELECTION PROCESS 

(APPLIED TO NEA GUIDELINES) 

Find a City 
collaborator 

• Contact ACCE staff for department referral 
• Solicit department support letter (preferred/not required) 

Apply to City 

• Submit application (& dept support letter)  
• Panel reviews & recommendations 2 projects 
• Recommendations go through Council approval process 

Apply to  
NEA 

• Mayor & Council President signs City endorsement letter 
• ACCE staff assist lead applicants 
• Lead applicants formally submits to NEA 



BLOOMBERG PHILANTHROPIES 
Quote what this grant is & range 



BLOOMBERG CHALLENGE 
FUNDS  

Temporary public art projects that celebrate creativity, 
enhance urban identity, enhance public-private partnerships 
and drive economic development. The application must 
include a partnership between local government and artists 
and/or arts organizations 
 
Deadline: fall 2016 
For details go to: www.publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org  

http://www.publicartchallenge.bloomberg.org/


CITY’S BLOOMBERG SELECTION 
PROCESS 

(APPLIED TO BLOOMBERG GUIDELINES) 

Connect with  
ACCE 

• Contact ACCE staff   

Apply to City 

• Submit application 
• Panel reviews & recommendations   
• Recommendations go to Mayor for approval 

City Submits  
app 

• Mayor signs City endorsement letter 
• ACCE formally submits application  
• Funds go to City to manage the project  



ARTPLACE FUNDS  
Artplace is a ten-year collaboration that exits to position art and culture as a 
core sector of comprehensive planning and development in order to help 
strengthen the social, physical and economic fabric of  communities. 
Artplace focuses its work on creative placemaking  - the set of practices in 
which art and culture work intentionally to help transform a place   



CITY’S ARTPLACE PROCESS 
(APPLIED TO ARTPLACE GUIDELINES) 

 
 
 
 

Connect with 
ACCE  

• Contact ACCE staff for department referral 

Find a City  
collaborator 

• Staff connects project to appropriate City department if appropriate 
• Submit LOI    

Support for 
grant 

• If shortlisted contact ACCE staff & department 
• Staff will support site visit review 
• Submit final application  

 



CONTACTS 

City of Minneapolis 
Gulgun Kayim, Director, Arts, Culture and the Creative Economy Program 

Gulgun.Kayim@minneapolismn.gov 

612-710-2232 (c)  
612 673-2488 (o) 
 

Jenny Chayabutr, Senior Resource Coordinator, City Coordinator Department 

Jenny.Chayabutr@minneapolismn.gov 

612 673-2509 
 
National Endowment for the Arts – Our Town program 
OT@arts.gov  

 
 
 

mailto:Gulgun.Kayim@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:Jenny.Chayabutr@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:OT@arts.gov

	Grants that require local government partnership 
	The NEA Our Town grant program supports creative placemaking projects that help to transform communities into lively, beautiful, and resilient places with the arts at their core.
	Slide Number 3
	Our Town funds: creative placemaking��- Arts Engagement�- Cultural Planning, and �- Design Projects ��All require a partnership between a nonprofit cultural (arts or design) organization and a local government��for details go to: �www.arts.gov/grant-organizations/ourtown/introduction
	Grant Amount:
	Each local government -whether applying as the  partner with a nonprofit organization or as the primary lead applicant may submit up to two (2) applications.
	selection criteria: �
	What is does a City partnership mean To you?�
	What is A partnership?
	City’s Formal partnership selection process�(applied to NEA guidelines)
	Bloomberg Philanthropies
	Bloomberg challenge funds 
	City’s Bloomberg Selection process�(applied to Bloomberg guidelines)
	Artplace funds 
	City’s Artplace process�(applied to artplace guidelines)
	Contacts

