
 

Homegrown Minneapolis – October 2, 2014 
News, Events, Resources 

Homegrown Minneapolis is a citywide initiative expanding our community’s ability to grow, process, 
distribute, eat and compost more healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods. Homegrown Minneapolis 
brings together key partners from local government, area businesses, community organizations, non-

profits and residents to build a healthy, local food system. 
View selected previously posted events and resources on the Homegrown Minneapolis website. 

News 
Staple Foods Ordinance Public Hearing Planned for 
October 20 
Good nutrition is a critical part of individual and community health. Knowing what to eat is 
important, but having access to healthy food options matters too. While it’s easy to find healthy 
foods at a supermarket, residents in some Minneapolis communities must shop at corner stores, 
gas stations, dollar stores, and pharmacies where soda, chips, and candy are abundant, but 
wholesome choices are limited. Residents who rely on these types of store to meet their grocery 
needs often also experience poor health outcomes like diabetes, heart disease, and obesity. 

As part of a comprehensive approach, the City of Minneapolis is exploring amendments to the 
Staple Foods Ordinance, a local policy first adopted in 2008, which requires all licensed grocery 
stores (including the non-traditional stores) to stock a minimal amount of basic food items 
including fresh produce, dairy, bread, and meat products. Proposed changes to the ordinance 
would expand the number of required staple food categories, set minimum quantities and 
varieties for each category, and clarify exemption criteria across all types of stores. 
Strengthening the city’s current ordinance would help ensure that everyone has access to healthy 
food choices no matter where they shop. 

The Minneapolis City Council will hold a public hearing to gather feedback on the 
proposed changes on Monday, October 20, 2014 at 1:30pm in City Hall Room 317 (Council 
Chambers). Please consider taking action to support these changes: speak at the public hearing, 
write a letter of support, contact your council member, or talk to your neighbors about the 
importance of healthy food access for all Minneapolis residents. For more information, please 
contact: cam.gordon@minneapolismn.gov 
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Farmstand Ordinance Amendments Approved by City 
Council 
Amendments to the Farmstand Ordinance were approved by the City Council on September 
19, allowing farmstands to operate more often and without a permit at community gardens, 
market gardens and urban farms. Farmstands will now be considered an “accessory use” at these 
locations and the temporary use permit will no longer be required.  Only food grown at the 
garden or farm, or another garden or farm operated by the same producer, may be sold at the 
farmstand, up to 75 days a year.  Up to two signs meeting City specifications will be allowed at 
the site during the growing season and farm stands can now operate between 7 am and sunset. 

October 24, 2014: Celebrate Food Day with the Minne-
Apple Crunch! 
Fall in Minnesota brings a variety of apples like honeycrisps and SweeTango, as well as trips 
to pick-your-own apple orchards. Join your friends and family across Minneapolis in celebrating 
Food Day by crunching into locally and regionally grown apples on Friday, October 24th! Why 
crunch into a local apple? Apples and other fruits are delicious and nutritious, and buying local 
apples supports our neighboring apple farmers! Food Day is a nationwide movement for 
healthy, affordable, and sustainable food. Every October 24, thousands of events all around the 
country bring people together to celebrate and enjoy real food and push for improved food 
policies. 

Share pictures of yourself, friends, and family crunching into delicious apples at The Minne-
Apple Crunch event! #Minne-AppleCrunch #It’sCrunchTime #FoodDay2014 

Save the Date for Homegrown Minneapolis Annual Open 
House 
Wednesday, December 3 | 6-8:30pm | Cedars Hall, 602 University Avenue NE 

Please join the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council in celebrating another year of growing, 
processing, distributing, eating and composting healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods. The 
event will feature a brief program including remarks from Perennial Plate, an information fair, 
the 2014 Homegrown Heroes awards, and a raffle. Light refreshments will be served. Save-The-
Date and RSVP! 

Submit a nomination for a "Homegrown Heroes" award (Deadline: 5:00pm on October 31) As a 
part of our Annual Open House, the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council recognizes and 
honors the accomplishments of community partners who help expand the community’s ability to 
grow, process, distribute, eat and compost more healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods. Any 
community member or organization is eligible to receive a Homegrown Heroes 
Award.                             
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Sign up to table at the information fair (Deadline: 5:00pm on October 31) 
We are now accepting registrations for the information fair component of our annual open 
house. This is a great opportunity for local partners to showcase the ways they support our 
community’s ability to grow, process, distribute, eat and compost healthy, sustainable, locally 
grown foods. 
*Tables at the Information Fair are first come, first served. Space is limited - sign up now! 

October is National Farm to School Month 
Farm to School events are being held locally and nationwide. Minneapolis Public Schools' Farm 
to School efforts include serving meals with Minnesota-grown ingredients on the first Thursday 
of every month, for their aptly titled Minnesota Thursdays, including today! 

Events 
October Food Council Meeting 
Wednesday, October 8 | 5-7pm (meeting) | Textile Center, 3000 University Ave SE, Minneapolis 
(map) 
**Optional presentation before the meeting (4:30-4:50pm) Meeting Materials 

Save the Date - Homegrown Minneapolis Annual Open 
House 
Wednesday, December 3 | 6-8:30pm | Cedars Hall, 602 University Avenue 
NE                                           

This year’s theme will be “Growing With Homegrown.” See news section for additional details. 

Additional event information posted on Homegrown Minneapolis website 

Resources 
USDA Request for Applications: Food Insecurity Nutrition 
Incentive (FINI) Program 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced USDA’s National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture (NIFA) is making up to $31.5 million in funding available through the FINI Program 
to help participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) more easily 
afford healthy foods like fresh fruits and vegetables. View the Request for Applications. 
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Minneapolis B-TAP RFP                                                                           
The City is seeking proposals from local non-profit organizations that provide direct technical 
assistance services to small businesses and microenterprises located in Minneapolis. The total 
funding available for the Business Technical Assistance Program (B-TAP) in 2013 is 
$500,000.00 and we expect to receive multiple proposals. Proposals are due by 4:00 p.m., 
Friday, October 17, 2014. View the RFP.  

Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food Mapping Tool and 
Website 
Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food (KYF2) is a USDA-wide effort to carry out President 
Obama's commitment to strengthening local and regional food systems. Visit the USDA Know 
Your Farmer, Know Your Food Compass Map to learn about local and regional food systems 
projects funded by USDA and other federal partners from 2009-2012. 

Limited Supermarket Access Analysis Mapping Tool 
The Limited Supermarket Access (LSA) Analysis Mapping Tool can be used to identify areas 
with limited supermarket access in a city, state, or region. The mapping tool was developed by 
The Reinvestment Fund, with support from the U.S. Department of the Treasury.  

We need to grow the local food movement! Forward this newsletter to your 
friends or post the link to Homegrown Minneapolis on Facebook. Let us know if 
you have an event or resource to share with the community. 
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/homegrown 

If you need this material in an alternative format please call Lance Knuckles at (612) 673-2919 
or email Lance.Knuckles@minneapolismn.gov. Deaf and hard-of-hearing persons may use a 
relay service to call 311 agents at (612) 673-3000. TTY users may call (612) 673-2157 or (612) 
673-2626. 

Attention: If you have any questions regarding this material please call 311 (or insert your 
department telephone number) 

Hmong - Ceeb toom. Yog koj xav tau kev pab txhais cov xov no rau koj dawb, hu (612) 673-
2800; 

Spanish - Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para traducir esta información, llama 
(612) 673-2700; 

Somali - Ogow. Haddii aad dooneyso in lagaa kaalmeeyo tarjamadda macluumaadkani oo lacag 
la’ aan wac (612) 673-3500 
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Tamara Downs Schwei 
Homegrown Minneapolis/Local Food Policy Coordinator 
(612) 673-3553 
Tamara.DownsSchwei@minneapolismn.gov 
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