
 
 

Homegrown Minneapolis – January 2013 Update 

Record Turnout for Homegrown Minneapolis Open House 
On December 5, over 180 enthusiastic gardeners and local food advocates gathered at the East 
Phillips Park and Cultural Community Center to celebrate urban agriculture in Minneapolis. It 
was an evening of food from Sisters Camelot, opportunities to learn from community partners 
about bees, chickens and farmers markets, and a chance to catch up with friends and share 
ideas on how to grow the local food community in Minneapolis. 
 
Check out the Homegrown Minneapolis website for the results of the dot survey and the small 
group discussions. 
 
The Metropolitan Council Seeks Your Suggestions 
The Metropolitan Council (the regional planning agency serving the seven-county metro area) is 
going through a planning process called “Thrive MSP” in which they want the community to 
identify planning priorities for the Met Council to consider in the future. 
There are two ideas pertaining to gardens and agriculture currently on the website: 1) 
Agricultural Preservation Districts and 2) Community Gardens and Urban Agriculture as High and 
Best Use. Join the conversation, vote on ideas, and have your say by visiting the ThriveMSP 
website. 

New Addition to the Homegrown Website: Urban Farmer News and Resources 
Learn more about programs and grants for urban farmers that can provide financial and 
technical assistance, and catch up on recent urban farming news (PDF).  

USDA Finalizes New Microloan Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has initiated a microloan program to help small, beginning, and 
socially disadvantaged farmers to secure loans under $35,000. The new microloan program is aimed at 
bolstering the progress of producers through their start-up years by providing needed resources and 
helping to increase equity so that farmers may eventually graduate to commercial credit and expand 
their operations. The microloan program will also provide a less burdensome, more simplified 
application process in comparison to traditional farm loans. 
 
Producers interested in applying for a microloan may contact their local Farm Service Agency office. 
 
Suggestions or comments? Send us a message through the feedback section of our web page.  
 
For more information about Homegrown Minneapolis, please visit: 
www.minneapolismn.gov/homegrown 
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