November 2012 Update
Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council Open House, December 5
Urban Agriculture in Minneapolis: A Celebration of our Success and a Discussion of our Future
Please join us for a celebration of urban agriculture in the City of Minneapolis, Wednesday evening December
5 from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the East Phillips Park and Cultural Community Center, 2307 17th Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55404.
Our open house will include an information fair attended by various organizations that support urban
agriculture, an opportunity to learn about composting, gardening and bee keeping and an invitation to join in a
discussion on the future work of the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council.
A light dinner will be served by Sisters Camelot from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Please RSVP to Jane Shey,
Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator, if you plan on attending.
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Developing Urban Agriculture Plan
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is developing a plan to address urban agriculture within
the park system. While the park system currently provides related programs and services, the MPRB needs an
overall plan to guide support and resources for the dynamic and multi-faceted practice of urban agriculture.
The MPRB invites your participation through meetings scheduled in November and December and seeks a
broad base of community opinion and experience to help shape the new Urban Agriculture plan.
Urban agriculture encompasses far more than private and community gardens, and is acknowledged as having
a connection to the larger food system, as well as influence and dependence on a variety of economic,
environmental and social resources. The sustainability of urban agriculture practices aligns with MPRB core
values and highlights the importance of developing a plan to address community needs.
The MPRB, in consultation with the community, wishes to develop a plan that will define the unique
contributing role of the parks, identify partnership opportunities, and recommend strategies to enhance
services that meet the needs of Minneapolis residents and park visitors.
Public meetings are scheduled for the following dates and locations:
November 13, 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.
November 15, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
November 17, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
December 3, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
December 4, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Logan Rec Center
690 13th Ave NE
Linden Hills Rec Center, 3100 43rd St W
MPRB Headquarters,
2117 W River Rd
Fairview Rec Center,
621 29th Ave N
Nokomis Rec Center,
2401 E Minnehaha Pkwy

In addition to your involvement, the plan will rely on the contributions from interest groups, elected officials, and
individuals within advisory committees. This outreach will serve to ensure that the direction and content of the
Plan is authentic, informed, and supportive of the needs of park users and visitors.
For additional information, visit the Urban Agriculture Plan project page on the MPRB website. Direct questions
to Ginger Cannon, Park Planner, 612-230-6413 (gcannon@minneapolisparks.org).

Shout Outs

•

The first meeting of the Metro Food Access Network was held in October. The Metro
Food Access Network is a new group comprised of individuals and organizations
working to improve access to healthy food for all Twin Cities metro residents. The
purpose of the network is to connect people and encourage them to share knowledge
and resources in order to enhance existing food access work. Contact: Sarah
Eichberger MPH, RD Extension Educator, Community Food Systems - University of
Minnesota Extension (eichb002@umn.edu).

Mural Painting, North Lowry Open Streets Day
Suggestions or comments? Send us a message through the feedback section of our web page.
For more information about Homegrown Minneapolis, please visit:
www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/homegrown

