
Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council Orientation Retreat 

Friday, January 27, 2012 
1:00 pm – 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall, Room 132 

 
OBJECTIVES 
• Provide the historical and current context from which the Food Council begins its work. 
• Establish group process norms toll encourage active member engagement and an appreciation for a new 

collaborative power-sharing model between the community and City to advance the Food Council’s work. 
• Orient members to the role of the Food Council in actively developing project ideas, leading working 

groups, engaging the community in policy development and recommending policy to the City Council. 
• Orient the members to the role of City departments in Homegrown. 
• Set the stage for 2012 priorities and the calendar of events.   
 
AGENDA 
 
1:00 Welcome Introductions 

• City Vision, Values, Goals, Strategic Directions, Sustainability Targets, HGM Recommendations 
• What has shared success looked like over the past three years? 

 
1:15 Getting Acquainted 

• Who are you and what are you passionate about regarding food sustainable food systems? 
• What is your vision for a sustainable food system in Minneapolis? 
• What is one thing that you hope happens during your time on the Food Council? 
• Group exercise to gather collective picture of aspirations 

 
2:00 Food Council Basics 

• Group norms for meetings and work together 
• Structure of the Food Council 
• Members’ roles and responsibilities 
• Co-chair and Executive Committee roles/responsibilities 

o Review nominating and selection process 
• By-laws overview and comment 

o Capture questions, topics to be discussed at the next board meeting 
• Review norms again 

 
2:45 Break 
 
3:00 The City + Community Partnership  

• How do City departments connect with the community and resources? 
o Department overview of connections to food system work – Patti, Tim, Robin, Gayle, Bob 

• How does the community connect with City staff and resources? 
o Julie and June 

• Case examples of engagement and effective roles 
o Green Purchasing Policy 
o Local and Sustainable Food Purchasing Policy 

 
3:45 A Preview of 2012 

• Key accomplishments from 2009-2011  
• Priority issues/topics for 2012 discussion 

 
4:15 Closing 

• Brief closing comment by co-chair and “one word” closing describing your evaluation of this time 
together 



 
 
 
 
 
 
January 18, 2012  
 
Dear Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council Members,  
 
On behalf of the City of Minneapolis, welcome to the inaugural 
Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council and thank you for your willingness 
to invest your time and energy over the next two years to improve the food 
system in our City and region! 
 
As you know, the City and its many community partners and residents have 
invested in three years of formal efforts through Homegrown Minneapolis 
to expand the capacity of our community to grow, process, distribute, 
consume and compost more healthy, sustainable, local food. You will build 
on this body of collective work and on the legacy of many before you that 
made Minneapolis a Mill City and Minnesota an agricultural state. 
  
Homegrown Minneapolis’ collaborative efforts are promoting health, 
protecting the environment, increasing economic vitality, expanding social 
connectedness, and improving food security. Scores of efforts connected to 
the City’s goals, its comprehensive plan, its sustainability plan, and the 
Homegrown recommendations are having an impact. We now have more 
community gardens, a local food hubs network, updated ordinances and 
zoning code to ease the way for more urban agriculture, expanded food 
support at farmers markets and increased financial support for small batch 
entrepreneurs.  
 
As part of the Homegrown Food Council, you are now in a leadership 
position that will allow you to collaborate with others in new ways to 
further improve our evolving city and regional food systems.  I join you in 
looking to the future and the possibilities for continued expansion of this 
work.  Again, thank you for your commitment and I look forward to 
working with you.  
 
Kindest regards, 

 
Mayor R.T. Rybak 
City of Minneapolis 

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us 
 

Affirmative Action Employer 

 
 

Minneapolis 
City of Lakes 

 
Office of the Mayor 

 
R. T. Rybak 

Mayor 
 

350 South 5th Street - Room 331 
Minneapolis MN 55415-1393 

 
 Office 612 673-2100 
 Fax 612 673-2305 
 TTY 612 673-3187 
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Minneapolis
goals
& strategic directions

City of Minneapolis Goals

a safe Place To Call Home
Collaborative and caring communities  •	
help prevent crime

Youth . . . in school, involved, inspired and •	
connected to an adult 

Sustain gains against violent crime •	

Healthy homes, welcoming neighborhoods•	

Homelessness eliminated•	

Burglaries and domestic violence focused on •	
and fought

Guns, gangs, graffiti gone•	

Jobs & Economic Vitality
Businesses — big and small —  •	
start here, stay here, thrive here

Talent magnet connecting people  •	
to training and jobs to people

Strong commercial corridors,  •	
thriving business corners

Planes, trains and streetcars move goods  •	
and workers smartly

Teens prepared with career and life skills•	

Epicenter for the new green jobs economy •	

Proactive business development  •	
in key growth areas

Arts and artists are economic drivers  •	
in and of themselves 

livable Communities,  Healthy lives
Equitable, integrated transit system•	

Thoughtful neighborhood design  •	
with density done right 

Plentiful arts, cultural and  •	
recreational opportunities 

High-quality, affordable housing for  •	
all ages and stages in every neighborhood

Activ•	 e lifestyles: walkable,  
bikeable, swimmable

Healthy choices are easy and economical•	

Eco-Focused
Clean, renewable energy sources  •	
successfully integrated

Trees: a solid green investment•	

Lakes and streams pristine•	

Use less energy, produce less waste•	

World-class parks fully enjoyed•	

Locally grown food available and chosen•	

Many People,  one Minneapolis
Family-friendly opportunities  •	
and amenities abound

New arrivals welcomed, diversity embraced•	

Race and class gaps closed  •	
in employment and housing

Tots school-ready, teens on course•	

Teen pregnancy a thing of the past•	

Seniors stay and talents are tapped•	

a City That Works
Shared democracy empowers residents  •	
as valued partners

21st century government:  •	
collaborative, efficient and reform-minded

Tax burden managed and sustainable•	

Infrastructure — streets, bridges,  •	
sidewalks, sewers, bike lanes & paths —  
well-managed and maintained 

City employees high-performing,  •	
engaged and empowered

Transparency, accountability  •	
and fairness are our hallmarks

Strong partnerships with parks, schools,  •	
government, nonprofits and private sector 

Optimal use of technology and  •	
wireless capacity
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MINNEAPOLIS
GOALS
& strategic directions

Collaborative
Our strong, strategic relationships with the private sector and governmental  
entities — local, regional, national and international — deliver results. 

Engaged
Our efforts ensure that residents and employees are engaged,  
empowered and able to make a difference.

Results-driven
Our outcome-driven and performance-based focus delivers services  
that Minneapolis residents, businesses and visitors value. 

Informed 
Our drive to learn the facts, seek alternatives, consider the big picture  
and analyze future implications leads to smart, confident decisions.

Accountable
Our commitment to openness and responsible action generates trust  
between residents and their government.  

Ethical 
Our responsibility to the public ensures that people at all levels  
of the organization do the right things for the right reasons.

Inclusive
Our appreciation of diversity and commitment to inclusion creates a vibrant, 
global community. 

Sustainable 
Our commitment to long-term fiscal and environmental stewardship  
ensures that today’s decisions are right for tomorrow. 

we work by
values









City of Minneapolis 

City Council Standing Committees 
Standing committees meet during the two weeks preceding the Council's biweekly 
meeting. This period is called a Council cycle. The exceptions are Claims, which meets 
quarterly, and Audit, Elections, Rules and Taxes, which meet at the call of the Chair. 

Departments report to the Council through an assigned standing committee. Committee 
recommendations are then forwarded to the full Council for consideration. 

Council standing committees are staffed by the Council Committee Coordinators: 

• Claims  
• Committee of the Whole (includes Intergovernmental Relations Subcommittee) 
• Community Development  
• Elections  
• Public Safety, Civil Rights and Health  
• Regulatory, Energy and Environment  
• Rules  
• Taxes  
• Transportation and Public Works  
• Ways and Means/Budget  
• Zoning and Planning  

Other Committee(s) 
• Audit  
• Executive  

Contact - councilcommitteecoordinators@minneapolismn.gov  

Last updated Nov. 17, 2011 

 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_claims
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_committee-of-the-whole
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_community-development
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_elections
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_public-safety-and-health
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_regulatory-energy-environment
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_rules
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_taxes
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_transportation-and-public-works
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_ways-and-means
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_zoning-and-planning
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_audit
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council/committees/council_standing-committees_executive
mailto:councilcommitteecoordinators@minneapolismn.gov


How City Departments Connect with Food System Work 
 
The Mayor sets the vision for the City of Minneapolis, appoints department heads, and develops each 
year’s proposed budget. www.minneapolismn.gov/mayor 
 
The City Council adopts the laws relating to many aspects of the food system in Minneapolis (though 
many regulations, such as the Food Code, are set by larger units of government), including licenses, 
regulations, land use and more.  The Council also plays a role in overseeing City departments, and sets 
the final annual budget.  www.minneapolismn.gov/council 
 
Regulatory Services www.minneapolismn.gov/regservices  
 

- Licensing regulates all food-related uses with licenses, including restaurants, bars, breweries, 
farmers markets, etc. 

- Environmental Health inspects food-related uses such as restaurants, farmers markets, home 
daycares, etc, to ensure that they are in compliance with the State Food Code. 

- Environmental Management responds to erosion, noise and odor complaints, for instance from 
compost piles. 

 
Community Planning and Economic Development (CPED) www.minneapolismn.gov/cped  
 

- Planning and Zoning develops long-term plans for City land use, for instance the recent Urban 
Agriculture Policy Plan, and helps the City Council make any necessary changes to the Zoning 
Code.  This department also interprets the Zoning Code in relation to specific proposed 
developments and enforces violations of the Zoning Code in response to citizen complaints. 

- Economic Development offers a variety of supportive services to Minneapolis businesses, from 
small to large.  These services include a number of loans, grants and financing tools, and 
matching businesses to appropriate pieces of land. 

- Housing holds much of the land that is owned by the City of Minneapolis, including parcels used 
for community gardens. 

 
The Department of Health and Family Support has, through various State and Federal grant programs, 
supported much of the work of Homegrown Minneapolis since its inception, including funding the 
Homegrown Coordinator, the Urban Agriculture Topical Plan, the Local Food Resource Hubs, EBT at 
farmers markets, and more.  The Health Department’s work on food predates Homegrown, having 
supported development of the Staple Foods ordinance and mini markets policy.  It has also worked on 
issues related to food but not directly part of the Homegrown initiative, such as the healthy corner store 
initiative.  A key focus for the Health Department is increasing health by improving nutrition and 
increasing physical activity.  For more information about the work of DHFS, please visit this 
webpage:   www.minneapolismn.gov/health/.   
 
Public Works has a few impacts on food systems.  Decisions about the use of City right-of-way, including 
boulevards and certain small parcels of land, are made by Public Works.  Public Works also controls the 
water hydrants that are sometimes used as a water source for urban agriculture uses.  The Solid Waste 
and Recycling division has made compost available to community gardens, is currently running two pilot 
programs on source-separated organics collection and composting, and is tasked with meeting 
Hennepin County’s goals for residential source separated organics collection.  For more information, 
see www.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks.  

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/mayor
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/council
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/regservices
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/health/
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks


 
The Convention Center is a City-owned facility that serves food, including some food from local sources, 
and composts a portion of its food waste.  www.minneapolis.org/minneapolis-convention-center  
 
In the Coordinator’s Office 
 
Sustainability helps infuse sustainable practices into the City as an enterprise.  It has primary 
responsibility for the Sustainability Indicators and their targets, including the Local Food 
indicator.  www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability  
 
Finance – Division of Property Services manages all City-owned buildings and other properties, with 
some limited exceptions (City Hall is controlled by the Metropolitan Building Commission, for 
instance).  Property Services has planted fruit trees on City properties, and manages the land on which 
the Municipal Farmers Market is held. 
 
Intergovernmental Relations advocates for the City’s interests at the State and Federal level, including 
helping develop the City’s annual legislative agenda.  Any proposed changes to state and federal law and 
policy should involve the Intergovernmental Relations 
department.     www.minneapolismn.gov/coordinator/igr  
 
Communications helps all City departments communicate effectively through press releases, the City’s 
website, social media and other means.  www.minneapolismn.gov/communications. 
 
Grants and Special Projects helps secure outside sources of funding – from other units of government, 
philanthropic organizations, etc. – for City priorities.  www.minneapolismn.gov/grants  
 

http://www.minneapolis.org/minneapolis-convention-center
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/coordinator/igr
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/communications
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/grants
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SEPTEMBER 2, 2011 
RESOLUTION 2011R-445 
By Gordon and Samuels 

 
Creating the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council and Recognizing the Importance of 
Healthy, Sustainably Produced and Locally Grown Foods by amending Resolution 2009R-283 
entitled “recognizing the Importance of Healthy, Sustainably Produced and Locally Grown Foods 
and Creating the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Task Force”, passed June 26, 2009 by 
reorganizing the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Task Force. 
 

Whereas, Homegrown Minneapolis is a citywide initiative to help the community grow, process, 
distribute, eat and compost more healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods; and 
 

Whereas, Homegrown Minneapolis principles recognize an optimal food system is health 
promoting, environmentally sustainable, local, resilient, inclusive, equitable, fair and transparent; and 

 
Whereas Homegrown Minneapolis supports the following City goals and strategic directions: Jobs 

and Economic Vitality (epicenter for the new green jobs economy, proactive business development in key 
growth areas); Eco-Focused (locally grown food available and chosen, use less energy, produce less 
waste); Livable Communities, Healthy Lives (thoughtful neighborhood design with density done right, 
healthy choices are easy and economical); and A City That Works (shared democracy that empowers 
residents as valued partners, strong partnerships with parks, schools, government, nonprofits and private 
sector); and 
 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis has adopted a Local Food sustainability indicator; and 
 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis has already taken important steps to support local foods 
including: 

 
• Completed an Urban Agriculture Policy Plan, a land use and development plan providing a policy 

framework for commercial and noncommercial urban agriculture in Minneapolis; 
• Funded and guided development of a Local Food Resource Hubs Network to link 

residents,gardeners and entrepreneurs with the seeds, seedlings, tools, education and 
connections needed for food growing, preservation, distribution and composting; 

• Made plots of City land available to residents for community gardening; 
• Helped launch Electronic Benefits Transfer at five farmers markets in the city to make 
• healthy food accessible to more residents; 
• Updated ordinances to allow bee keeping and indoor farmers markets in the city, grocery stores 

to host farmers market vendors, mobile food vendors to sell non-packaged food in downtown and 
other areas of the city, and to require corner stores to offer at least five varieties of fresh fruits and 
vegetables; 

• Launched a pilot Homegrown Business Development Center to provide matching loans and 
technical assistance for businesses based in Minneapolis; and 

 
Whereas, the Minneapolis local food system currently includes more than 30 farmers markets, 

approximately 100 community gardens, four health food coops, numerous drop-off points for community 
supported agriculture farms, and many local restaurants serving local food; and  

 
Whereas, the Homegrown Minneapolis initiative, begun in December of 2008, has engaged 

hundreds of stakeholders from multiple perspectives – farmers, community gardeners, farmers market 
managers, restaurateurs, food and farming nonprofits, entrepreneurs, academics, City staff, regulators, 
policy makers and enthusiastic local food consumers – in developing innovative policies and strategies to 
improve the growing, processing, distribution, consumption and composting of healthy, sustainable, 
locally grown foods in Minneapolis; 

 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved by The City Council of The City of Minneapolis: 

 



That a Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council is created on August 19, 2011 to continue 
strategically building on these food related efforts with residents and other partners. 
 

Be It Further Resolved that the purpose of the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council is to: 
 

• Develop innovative policies and strategies to improve the growing, processing, promotion, 
distribution, consumption and composting of healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods in 
Minneapolis; 

• Advise the Mayor, City Council, and Park Board on food system related opportunities and 
challenges; 

• Provide technical expertise and recommendations in the ongoing development of the 
City’s Local Food sustainability targets; 

• Advance the food system in directions that are health promoting, environmentally 
sustainable, local, resilient, inclusive, equitable, fair and transparent; 

• Assist in development, implementation, and evaluation of Homegrown Minneapolis 
recommendations; and, where necessary, convene additional expertise to innovate 
around challenges; 

• Support, participate and provide leadership in development of regional food system work; 
• Assist with opportunities to celebrate food and its role in strengthening the connections 

of Minneapolis’ many communities and cultures. 
 

Be It Further Resolved that the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council will be made up of no 
more than 21 members. The body will be structured to include participation of community members, City 
staff and elected representatives, a co-ownership model proven to be effective for moving food system 
work forward in Minneapolis. Term length will be two years beginning in January of even-numbered 
years; first term to begin in January of 2012 and end in December of 2013. Members may serve up to 
three consecutive terms. 

 
Be It Further Resolved that of the 21 members, 15 members will be sought from the community, 

striving for diverse and balanced representation and being mindful to seek out community expertise and 
perspective from those often underrepresented (such as communities of color). Interested applicants will 
go through the City’s open appointments process, 8 appointed by the Mayor and 7 by the Council. The 
remaining 6 members will include one representative from each of the following City Departments: the 
Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support, Community Planning and Economic 
Development, City Coordinator–Sustainability, Regulatory Services, a Mayor’s representative, and a 
Council member or Council member representative. The body will be staffed by the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Coordinator unless future funding for this position is not secured, in which case the Mayor’s 
Office will provide staffing. 

 
Be It Further Resolved that the Minneapolis Attorney’s Office and Departments of Public Works, 

Communications, Intergovernmental Relations, and Neighborhood and Community Relations will assist 
the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council as needed; and 

 
Be It Further Resolved that the body will be led by two co-chairs - one appointed by the Mayor 

and one appointed by the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council - and guided by an Executive 
Committee that includes the two co-chairs, up to three Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council members 
and the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator. 

 
Be It Further Resolved that the Homegrown Coordinator and Executive Committee of the 

Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council are directed to return to the Public Safety, Civil Rights and 
Health Committee annually in December beginning in 2012 to report on worked completed and the 
upcoming year’s work plan. Additionally, the purpose and accomplishments of the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council are to be reviewed every three years by the Minneapolis City Council starting 
in 2014. 
 

Adopted 9/2/2011 



DRAFT Bylaws of  
THE HOMEGROWN MINNEAPOLIS FOOD COUNCIL 

 
Section 1.  Purpose and Name 
 
On September 2, 2011 the Minneapolis City Council passed Resolution 2011R-445 reorganizing the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Implementation Task Force into the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council, a permanent body for the 
City of Minneapolis serving as a nexus of citywide food related efforts. 
 
Section 2. Duties and Membership 
 
A. The Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council will consist of 21 members.  
 
Of the 21 members, fifteen members will be sought from the community, striving for diverse and balanced 
representation and being mindful to seek out community expertise and perspective from those who are often 
underrepresented (such as communities of color), 8 appointed by the Mayor and 7 appointed by the Council. The 
remaining 6 members will include a City representative from each of the following departments:  the Minneapolis 
Department of Health and Family Support, Community Planning and Economic Development, the City Coordinator 
– Sustainability, Regulatory Services, a Mayor’s representative, and a Council member or council member 
representative. The body will be staffed by the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator. 
 
B. All members serve two-year terms and may serve up to three terms, with their replacement conducted  
through a nomination and appointment procedure in accordance with the City’s Open Appointments process as 
set forth in the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances (Sec. 141.80). 
 
C. The Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator has primary responsibility for staffing the body. 
 
Section 3.  Co-Chairs 
 
Two co-chairs will lead the body - one appointed by the Mayor and one appointed by the Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council through a majority vote of members present at a meeting. The appointments shall occur no later 
than the conclusion of the second (2nd) meeting of the calendar year. Co-chairs shall serve one-year terms. Co-
chairs shall be responsible for chairing Food Council meetings and providing leadership for the Food Council and 
Executive Committee.  
 
Section 4.  Resignation 
 
Members need to communicate their intention to resign by written notice to a Homegrown Minneapolis Food 
Council Co-chair or the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator.  
 
Section 5. Meetings 
 
A. The Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council will meet at least quarterly. A schedule for regular meetings stating 
the dates, times and locations shall be adopted no later than the conclusion of the second (2nd) meeting of the 
calendar year. 
 
B. Special meetings may be held at any time upon the call of the Co-chairs or any six other members of the 
Committee. Notice of special meetings need to include date, time, location and agenda and need to be received 
by members at least 3 days prior to the meeting. 
 
C. A majority of the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council members shall constitute a quorum of the full 
membership for the conduct of Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council business. If a quorum exists to start a 
meeting, a quorum is deemed to exist until the meeting is adjourned. 
 
D. All Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council meetings shall be open to the public.  

 
E. In lieu of meetings, approving documents can be accomplished by a quorum of the members of Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council by using faxes, e-mails and other means available. 
 



F. Members are expected to attend all meetings. If a member misses three consecutive Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council committee meetings then membership on the body is forfeited. Exceptions requested to this 
provision can be made to Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council for consideration due to special circumstance 
and consistent with Minneapolis Code of Ordinances 14.180 (k) (3).  
 
G. Members are expected to be actively engaged in at least one subcommittee or working group at all times. 
 
Section 6 Committees 
 
A. The work of this body will be guided by an Executive Committee that includes the Co-chairs, up to three 

interested Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council members, the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator. The 
responsibilities of the Executive Committee include working with the Homegrown Coordinator to establish 
meeting agendas, guide the strategic direction and work of the Food Council, and monitor the culture and 
practices of the Food Council as a community-City working model. Executive Committee members shall serve 
one-year terms. 
  

B. The Co-chairs may appoint and dissolve other standing committees, subcommittees, and special task forces. 
The Co-chairs shall name the chair(s) of all committees. The purpose of these committees will be to identify 
issues, make recommendations for the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council policy or action and as 
appropriate, to participate in the implementation of Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council decisions and 
activities. Membership on committees may include individuals who are not Homegrown Minneapolis Food 
Council members, but who have expertise or perspective that will help the group carry out its function. All 
committee, subcommittee and special task force members shall have the right to vote whether or not they are 
Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council members. 

 
Section 7 Conduct of Business 
 
Voting, motions and recording will be by voice - one vote per member. Voting by proxy is not allowed. 
 
Section 8 Use of the Name of Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council in publications or 
correspondence 
 
A. Publication and distribution of any Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council documents/positions must be duly 
adopted by a quorum of Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council. Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council members 
are not prevented from distributing surveys, letters, or other communications regarding Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council business provided such communications do not appear to be the official position of Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council. 
 
B. In time sensitive cases involving City policies and/or projects where a member is asked or volunteers to make 
comments on a schedule that exceeds Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council ability to meet and deliberate, those 
comments should clearly state draft or subject for review and acceptance by Homegrown Minneapolis Food 
Council. 
 
Section 9 Amendments 
 
Bylaws can be amended by a two-thirds vote of members present at any regular meeting of Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council provided quorum is met. Written notice must be provided to Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council members 10 days in advance of the impending vote, setting forth in detail the contents of the 
proposed amendment. The bylaws may be suspended by a three-quarters majority vote of the Committee 
members present. 
 
Section 10 Reporting 
 
The Food Council shall report on work completed and the upcoming year’s work plan annually to the City Council    
in December.  The Food Council shall report to the community annually on work completed and engage the 
community on work plan development at least once each year at a community meeting.  



Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council: 
Developing a City-community co-owned council   

________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Homegrown Minneapolis Local Food Entity Working Group researched, convened 
a multi-faceted public process, and worked with a design team to envision phase three 
of Homegrown Minneapolis.  The central question for the group was how a leadership 
entity such as a Minneapolis Food Council could be structured to foster a thriving 
connection to and standing in the community and be sustained long-term.  
This document, then, is offered as a foundational summary that will serve to help steer 
phase three of the Homegrown Minneapolis Initiative.   
 
The summary below briefly describes the approach and thinking involved in creating the 
Minneapolis Food Council as a commons-based structure. Based on the information and 
insights gathered, the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council was created as a hybrid 
structure: one that is neither fully owned nor independent of the city, and one that is 
neither held exclusively by nor without the co-equal investment of the community. Rather, 
the hybrid structure might best be understood as a footbridge connecting the city and the 
community into their rightful relationship - one of mutual trust, benefit, and shared vision. 
 
History 
 
The Homegrown Minneapolis initiative, begun in December of 2008, engaged hundreds of 
stakeholders from multiple perspectives – community gardeners, farmers, farmers 
market managers, restaurateurs, food and farming nonprofits, entrepreneurs, academics, 
City staff, regulators, policy makers and enthusiastic local food consumers – in 
developing innovative policies and strategies to improve the growing, processing, 
distribution, consumption and composting of healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods in 
Minneapolis.  
 
This first phase of the initiative resulted in development of more than 50 
recommendations that were presented to the City Council in June of 2009.  To oversee 
the implementation of these recommendations, the City Council established a 
Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Task Force made up of city staff, community 
members and experts, and authorized this taskforce to meet until July of 2011. These 
efforts in the Homegrown story are considered to be phase two of the initiative. 
   
What the Minneapolis Local Food Entity working group was charged with: 
 
Phase one of Homegrown Minneapolis developed the following recommendation:  
  
Recommendation #3: “Explore the need for, and structure of, a longer-term entity 
that will provide ongoing guidance to the City on local foods issues and is 
representative of Minneapolis' diversity. If appropriate, establish such an entity.” 
 
To address this recommendation, the Implementation Task Force established the Local 
Food Entity Working Group that met on an average of every 6 weeks for over a period of 
18 months to evolve their findings and recommendations. This working group was led by 
Julie Ristau, Co-director of On the Commons and Co-chair of Homegrown Minneapolis, 
June Mathiowetz, Coordinator of Homegrown Minneapolis and Cam Gordon, City Council 
Member and Co-chair of the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Taskforce.  



 
The Working Group held two public meetings with more than 130 people present, 
interviewed over 30 individuals in the fall of 2010, researched many other regions in the 
country for lessons learned and invited several other City-community partnerships to 
share best practices of how they worked collaboratively. The Working Group reported 
their findings regularly to the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Taskforce and 
their recommendations were presented in the spring of 2011.  Materials documenting 
these efforts can be found on the Homegrown Minneapolis website. In June of 2011, the 
Working Group concluded its efforts.  
 
The Working Group began by researching existing Food Policy Councils across the US.  A 
recent significant national report (see Food First report on the Homegrown website for 
further information) pointed out that: 
  

•Food Policy Councils had a tendency to become bureaucratic, quasi-governmental 
entities that dwindle in excitement and momentum.   
 
•That a reliance on representative-based only membership created diminishing 
efforts for cross-collaboration, authentic diversity and stewardship of the whole 
system.  
 
•An exclusive focus on policy failed to engage the hearts and minds of community 
members who had historically grown and created food and local economies.   
 
•There was a trend in many regions that exhibited a diminishment of resources 
when Councils relied only on foundation grants for their survival, which the 
Working Group interpreted as a lack of ownership in the Council itself.  

 
In addition, the Working Group’s analysis gleaned lessons learned from how phase one 
of Homegrown Minneapolis structure helped to catalyze the interests and skills from 
both the community and city staff to set the context for public engagement and 
subsequent direction.  
 
Frameworks Considered 
 
Based on the above research, community declaration and learnings of the first two years 
of Homegrown Minneapolis (HGM), a basic assumption was crafted: 
 
Establishment of a food council should be intended to deeply root and weave 
together the food work in the community, foster a sense of belonging and 
connection, build upon a history of more than twenty years of efforts to cultivate 
a local food system here, and recognize the culture and skills of practitioners and 
agrarian practices.  The community seeks to co-create, celebrate and share this 
ongoing body of work as partners. 
 
The next step was to ground this assumption in a working framework that could respond 
to what the Working Group heard from the community, what could be surmised to be 
working already in the first two phases of Homegrown, and also what the national 
research told them.  
 
The Working Group’s research led them to the frameworks of the commons (a commons-
based approach), resilience theory, sustainability principles and permaculture ethics as 



compatible and intersecting bodies of work that could be applied practically to address 
the challenges of creating a strong, grounding foundation for the third phase of 
Homegrown Minneapolis and the emerging Minneapolis Food Council.   
 
Grounding Principles: An interlocking set of grounding principles to set the 
framework 
 
Drawing on these frameworks will facilitate the intentions of HGM to co-create a health 
promoting, environmentally sustainable, local, resilient, inclusive, equitable, fair and 
transparent local food system. 
 
The Working Group predicated HGM phase three efforts on these various frameworks to 
reflect whole system views.  The expectation was that in doing so it would illuminate how 
the success of the Minneapolis food system work is inextricably linked to regional 
momentum around building and sustaining local food systems.  At the same time HGM 
would be able to raise the visibility of its achievements and demonstrate the success of 
the collaboration that has been established in the past months between the city and the 
community around creating a vibrant local food system.  
 
Commons-Based Framework 
 
A commons-based framework highlights the importance of publicly shared resources and 
assumes a practice of co-creation, multiple owners and equity, collaboration, 
relationships with each other and our food, celebration, cultural distinctiveness, 
sufficiency, and local empowerment as central elements. All of these aspects were sited in 
our public process as critical expectations. 
 
The commons is also – importantly – about how we share, the practice of people coming 
together to create and manage resources with equity and sustainability as central 
management principles. In a commons, people have power in decisions about resources 
and their communities not only as voters, “imputers” and consumers, but also as 
stewards and creators.  
 
Sustainability Principles 
 
A sustainability framework also provides useful ways to guide thinking about how to 
shape food systems for the coming decades.  The Brundtland Commission in 1987 
adopted a now widely used definition of sustainability:  “Meeting the needs do the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” The later 
work of Dr. Karl-Henrik Robert helped answer the question “How?” with “By not 
systematically degrading the ecosystem by chemical and physical means and by not 
systematically degrading the social system by abusing political power and economic 
power and responsibility.”  This body of work serves to guide individuals and societies in 
their decision-making by rooting the definition of sustainability in science. See appendix 
for the sustainability principles. 
 
Permaculture Principles 
Community members voiced the need for a food system that is resilient, multi-faceted, 
redundant, right-scaled, and diverse.  They were also seeking a paradigm shift from a 
conception of ourselves as consumers (taking passively and receiving) to a conception of 
ourselves as producers or co-creators of our food system.  (See appendix) 
 



Resilience Principles 
 
Resilience thinking can help design social-ecological principles based on Commons 
Principles. The Resilience Alliance has defined resilience as a system’s capacity to absorb 
disturbances without fundamentally changing its state. They propose attributes of a 
resilient system (See appendix) 
 
Proposed Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council structure 
 
Based on the information and insights gathered and grounded on the consolidated 
frameworks suggested, the Working Group concluded that a proposed Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council is best positioned to do effective work if it relies upon a hybrid 
structure: one that is neither fully owned nor independent of the city, and one that is 
neither held exclusively by nor without the co-equal investment of the community.  
Rather, the hybrid structure might best be understood as a footbridge connecting the city 
and the community into their rightful relationship - one of mutual trust, benefit, and 
shared vision. 
 
Rather than creating a structure that could end up, as the national research suggested, 
bogged down, disconnected, and irrelevant over time (see Food First Report on Food 
Policy Councils), the form envisioned will demand evolution based on continuous 
learning and responsiveness. Participants believe a healthy system requires flexibility 
and fluidity at its core to allow for self-correction, and adaptation to shifting conditions. 
 
Comments received directly from the community held sessions and interviews 
highlighted those elements of such a healthy system and partnership should include: 
 

• Authority evolved from wisdom rather than hierarchy 
• Leadership predicated upon inclusiveness rather than separation 
• Process as celebration rather than process pro forma 
• Information used for sharing power rather than for hoarding it 
• Questions welcomed as a transformative opportunity rather than as a threat 
• Strategies that restore and enhance capital rather than remove and diminish it 
• A role for everyone where people can actually work together 
• Feedback loops incorporate everyone 
• Capacity 
• Connections to multi-dimensional aspects of communities: cultural, social, political 
• Mutually beneficial 
• Many points of “intervention participation”   
• Care for earth and care for people as a bottom line value 
• Rough social equity 
• Governance that is built on belonging and agency 

 
The Working Group noted that the conversations revealed a deep belief that we are in 
movement times, that there is momentum and breadth, and that a newly formed Food 
Council could play a pivotal role in supporting and strengthening this movement locally 
and regionally. People noted that how we structure and launch this next phase is critical 
to long-term economic, social and cultural changes in the food system in Minneapolis 
that we hope to achieve.  
 



Purpose and Composition of a Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council 
 
The Working Group took the body of feedback received from all its meetings and worked 
with the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Taskforce to refine the purpose of a 
Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council.  It was determined that the purpose of the new 
body will be to: 
 

oDevelop innovative policies and strategies to improve the growing, processing, 
promotion, distribution, consumption and composting of healthy, sustainable, 
locally grown foods in Minneapolis; 

oAdvise the Mayor, City Council, and Park Board on food system related 
opportunities and challenges; 

oProvide technical expertise and recommendations in the development of the City’s 
Local Food sustainability targets; 

oAdvance the food system in directions that are health promoting, environmentally 
sustainable, local, resilient, inclusive, equitable, fair and transparent and, where 
necessary, convene additional expertise to innovate around challenges; 

oAssist in development, implementation, and evaluation of Homegrown Minneapolis 
recommendations; 

oSupport, participate and provide leadership in development of regional food system 
work; and 

oAssist with opportunities to celebrate food and its role in strengthening the 
connections of Minneapolis’ many communities and cultures. 

  
Further, they proposed that the Food Council have the following composition: 
 

• The body will be made up of no more than 19 members selected through the open 
appointments process and structured to include participation of community 
members, City staff and elected representatives. Of these 19 members, 14 will be 
sought from the community, striving for diverse and balanced representation and 
being mindful to seek out community expertise and perspective from those often 
underrepresented.   

 
• The remaining 5 members will include one representative from each of the 

following City Departments:  the Minneapolis Department of Health and Family 
Support, Community Planning and Economic Development, City Coordinator–
Sustainability, a Mayor’s representative, and a Council member or Council 
member representative. 
 

Note:  The City Council later added two positions to the Food Council, one additional 
community member and one representative of the Regulatory Services Department, 
bringing the body’s total size to 21 representatives. 
 
Leadership and Operating Instructions 
 
A key component to success for this co-owned structure is, of course, shared leadership. 
The final recommendation emerging from the Homegrown Implementation Task Force 
was that the body will be led by two co-chairs - one appointed by the Mayor and one 
appointed by the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council. Additionally, there will be an 
Executive Committee that includes the two co-chairs, up to three Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council members and the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator.   
 



These two related structures will be created to function together to ground Homegrown 
Minneapolis in City Hall and in the community.  These two functioning bodies will serve 
to bridge community accountability with City accountability. The Homegrown 
Minneapolis Coordinator will serve as staff to the body. 
 
Homegrown Values as defined by the community  
 
It was clear from the research completed on Food Policy Councils across the country that 
structure and frameworks alone do not guarantee an effective governing body and work. 
Values identified by the larger community are seen as a key building block.  To this end, 
the Working Group offered a collaborative platform for community members to assign 
and refine a set of working values and optimal food system characteristics that would 
help to guide the work. This list was compiled by community members throughout both 
phase one and phase two, and refined in public meetings.  (See appendix) 
 
How does the newly formed Food Council work?   
 
Co-ownership of the body and effective community engagement has its challenges and 
will be refined in the “doing of the work”.  To this end, the following is a list of ideas also 
generated from the community and city staff that may help bridge the gap and inform the 
“doing”: 
 

•Institutionalize feedback & evaluation (annual process & ongoing mechanisms) 
•Engage people not normally at the table meetings in ways that they could lead 
•Encompass an educational and fun component at many of the meetings 
•Go to where people are; rotate the location in a different community each time 
•Publish the meeting agenda ahead of time 
•Focus meetings on real problem-solving and elicit community co-creativity  
•Identify local food entrepreneurs and bring best practices to light 
•Utilize mediums like website, social media, video, radio, music, small group 
discussions that involve local community leaders 

 
There has been much discussion about how the meetings themselves could be structured 
to be worthwhile, and not just “business meetings.” One idea is that the first hour would 
be a business meeting and the second hour more publicly oriented, inviting discussion 
and potlucks.  There could also be opportunities to tour a small farm or business or 
feature a local foods vendor from the community. Volunteers would provide daycare and 
there would be a robust cultural component present. Meetings would attempt to 
implement creative channels for community creativity, leadership and problem solving 
that takes into account different cultures & different generations. 
 
Functions 
 
In addition to the above state purposes, the Food Council will need a period to review and 
reflect on past activities, focus on strategy development and idea incubation and build 
consensus among the new members of the Food Council about proceeding forward. The 
new group will need an effective meeting format, good communications and 
administrative support.  The body will need to continue to create ways to engage the 
community and promote close community connections. Community members also cited 
the following as some of the functions that the new body could serve:   
 

•Work with government agencies to remove regulatory barriers  



•Help to increasing access to land for urban agriculture 
•Foster and support innovation by encouraging small pilot projects that work 
through community hubs to share results  
•Promote a “National Night Out” sensibility such as an annual harvest event with 
local foods cook-off, partner with community and professional cooks, or support 
activities such as an Urban Ag. Sovereignty Day. 
•Create promotional materials to spread the message and reach out to new 
constituencies 
•Reward and recognize creativity and best practices, especially farmers  
•Continue to reach out to diverse communities using a variety of communication 
methods 
•Identify funding and collaboration opportunities with existing organizations and 
business interests.  

 
Working with community efforts 
 
The newly formed Minneapolis Food Council will partner with and disseminate 
information on local foods movement and strive to be in connection with the newly 
emerging efforts such as the Local Food Resource Hubs Network and the Urban Ag 
Network.  The Minneapolis Food Council could invite a formal process that helps to 
identify its relationship with these entities in a concrete way.  
 
Assumptions to date suggest that the functions the Hub and Urban Ag networks may 
have in our region could include:  
 

•Organizing workshops & trainings to re-skill the community 
•Demonstrating sustainable practices on-site and in their work 
•Reaching beyond the city to facilitate urban-suburban and urban-rural linkages 
for a regional food system 
•Providing access or information on resources - seeds, fertility (compost, manure, 
compost tea, biochar), consultations, community kitchens; may vary by 
community; may be housed at different locations 
•Becoming educational and resource centers for local foods 
•Maintaining a repository database of local foods producers, processors, 
distributors in the larger community and connecting them  
•Seeking out people working in the margins that have not been visible, but 
contribute greatly to our overall food shed 
•Organizing promoting and hosting local foods community events in collaboration 
each other and the Minneapolis Food Council 

 
To this end, the Food Council can look forward to a fruitful collaborative relationship 
with these emerging entities.   
 
Evaluation 
 
There will be ongoing mechanisms for evaluation & feedback as well bi-directional 
accountability. The Homegrown Coordinator and Executive Committee of the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council will be directed to return to the Public Safety, Civil Rights and 
Health Committee annually beginning in 2012 to report on worked completed and the 
upcoming year’s work plan. This report will be a joint effort of city staff and the 
community.   The purpose and accomplishments of the Homegrown Minneapolis Food 
Council are to be reviewed every three years by the Minneapolis City Council starting in 



2014. In addition, the Council will strive to also create accountability and evaluative 
measures to ensure that the spirit of the hybrid structure of a co-owned process and 
body is being upheld.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1:  Principles and Frameworks 
 
In 2009, Elinor Nostrum received the Nobel Prize for Economics for her research proving 
the importance of the commons around the world. Her work investigated how 
communities co-operate to share resources and informs debates about resource use, the 
public-sphere and the role of the citizen. Dr. Ostrom’s work uncovered a set of design 
principles for commons management.  
 
Commons Principles 
 

• We all belong to our community (no exceptions), and each us has an equal 
stake and voice in what happens. 

• We must recognize and repair past damage and inequities that have been 
created in our current market-based society 

• The things that belong to all of us must be named, claimed, defended, 
protected and improved.  We have a mutual responsibility to take care of these 
commons and pass them on to the next generation in better shape than we 
found them. 

• We must honor our full humanness. Each of us matters more than in ways 
other than just that of individuals and consumers.  We recover our identities 
as neighbors, community members, citizens, and the experts who know the 
most about the places we live. 

• We are surrounded by abundance and opportunity that the market does not 
recognize or value. We must see and claim this abundance for the benefit of all.  

• Everyone should be offered chances to participate in defining, restoring 
creating, managing, leading, governing and owning those things that are 
important to the future of the community. 

• People most affected by critical decisions must be included in the process of 
making them.  

• History, cultural distinctiveness and people’s personal stories are important 
factors in setting goals and making decisions, as well as simply understanding 
our community. 

• Sufficiency and resilience create sustainability. 

 
 
Resilience Theory 
What Might a Resilient World Look Like?  
(From Walker and Salt, Resilience Thinking) 
 
Resilience:  A system’s capacity to absorb disturbances without fundamentally changing 
its state. 
1.     Diversity 
2.     Ecological Variability 
3.     Modularity 



4.     Acknowledging Slow Variables 
5.     Tight Feedback Loops 
6.     Social Networks/Social Capital 
7.     Innovation 
8.     Overlap in Governance Structures 
9.     Recognition of Ecosystems/Ecosystem Services 
 
 
 
Sustainability Measures 
How do we know we’re being sustainable? 
(From Dr. Karl-Henrik Robèrt, Natural Step Framework) 
 
Sustainable societies work to ensure nature is not subject to systematic increases in. 
 ...Concentrations of substances extracted from the earth’s crust; 
 ...Concentration of substances produced by society; 
 ...Degradation of physical means; 
 
And in that society … 
         … People are not subjected to conditions that systematically undermine their 
capacity to meet their needs 
 
 
 
Permaculture Ethics & Design Principles 
(from permacultureprinciples.com) 
Care of the Earth  
Care of People  
Fair Share 
 
1. Observe & interact  
2. Catch & store energy  
3. Obtain a yield  
4. Apply self-regulation & accept feedback  
5. Use & value renewable resources & services  
6. Produce no waste  
7. Design from patterns to details  
8. Integrate rather than segregate  
9. Use small & slow solutions  
10. Use & value diversity  
11. Use edges & value the marginal  
12. Creatively use & respond to change 
 
 
 
 
Values constructed by community input: 
 
The below set of values reflects what people identified as important to food system work 
in 2011 and is along to the Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council for final discussion 
and formal adoption at one of their first meetings: 



 
HEALTH-PROMOTING  
• Recognizes the role of the food system in contributing to collective health and well being 
• Works on systematic public health improvements to increase nutrition and reduce 
levels of obesity and other chronic diseases 
 
SUSTAINABLE 
• Works to meet current food needs without compromising the ability of the system to 
meet the needs of future generations 
• Conserves, protects, and regenerates natural resources, landscapes and biodiversity 
 
LOCAL 
•Recognizes that food and agriculture are central to our local and regional economy  
•Works to support small farms and expand the local food sector business and job 
creation opportunities  
•Promotes the restoration, growth, and equitable distribution of capital  
 
RESILIENT 
• Thrives in the face of challenges by developing new and better food system solutions  
 
INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE 
•Recognizes the food system belongs to the entire community  
•Works to ensure all Minneapolis residents are able to meet their nutritional needs 
 
FAIR 
• Supports fair wages and healthy working conditions across the food system (If it doesn’t 
work for farmers, it doesn’t work.) 
 
• Provides economic opportunities across the city and at levels that serve a diverse range 
of food system stakeholders 
 
TRANSPARENT 
• Provides opportunities for farmers, workers and consumers to gain the knowledge 
necessary to understand how food is produced, transformed, distributed, marketed, 
consumed and disposed 
• Empowers farmers, workers and residents to actively participate in decision-making in 
all sectors of the system 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Homegrown Minneapolis Language Development 

VISION (constructed with community input, not formally adopted) 

•  A healthy food system that works for all Minneapolis residents.                                                                                     
•  Minneapolis residents are food and nutrition literate.                                                                                                
•  The food system contributes to the systematic improvement of soil, air, water and health conditions.                                                                                                                                             
•  Minneapolis optimizes its food self-sufficiency and its support of the regional food system.                              
•  Minneapolis celebrates food and its role in strengthening the connections of its many communities and 
cultures.  

Minneapolis is a city where healthy food is accessible and eaten by all residents, where the food system does 
not contribute to a systematic increase in environmental toxins and degradation, and where the food system 
increasingly contributes to local economic vitality.  

MISSION (as currently posted on website) 

Homegrown Minneapolis is a citywide initiative expanding our community’s ability to grow, process, 
distribute, eat and compost more healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods. 

VALUES  

HEALTH-PROMOTING  
• Recognizes the role of the food system in contributing to collective health and well-being 
• Works on public health improvements to systematically increase nutrition and reduce levels of obesity and 
other chronic diseases 
 
SUSTAINABLE 
• Works to meet current food needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs  
• Conserves, protects, and regenerates natural resources, landscapes and biodiversity 
 
LOCAL 
•Recognizes that food and agriculture are central to our local and regional economy  
•Works to support small farms and expand the local food sector business and job creation opportunities  
•Promotes the restoration, growth, and equitable distribution of capital  
 
RESILIENT 
• Thrives in the face of challenges by developing new and better food system solutions  
 
INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE 
•Recognizes the food system belongs to the entire community  
•Works to ensure all Minneapolis residents are able to meet their nutritional needs 
 
FAIR 
• Supports fair wages and healthy working conditions across the food system (If it doesn’t work for farmers, 
it doesn’t work.) 



• Provides economic opportunities across the city and at levels that serve a diverse range of food system 
stakeholders 
 
 
 
TRANSPARENT 
• Provides opportunities for farmers, workers and consumers to gain the knowledge necessary to understand 
how food is produced, transformed, distributed, marketed, consumed and disposed 
• Empowers farmers, workers and residents to actively participate in decision-making in all sectors of the 
system 

PURPOSE (as established in City Council Resolution) 

• Develop innovative policies and strategies to improve the growing, processing, promotion, distribution, 
consumption and composting of healthy, sustainable, locally grown foods in Minneapolis; 

• Advise the Mayor, City Council, and Park Board on food system related opportunities and challenges; 
• Provide technical expertise and recommendations in the development of the City’s Local Food 

sustainability targets; 
• Advance the food system in directions that are health promoting, environmentally sustainable, local, 

resilient, inclusive, equitable, fair and transparent and, where necessary, convene additional expertise to 
innovate around challenges; 

• Assist in development, implementation, and evaluation of Homegrown Minneapolis recommendations; 
• Support, participate and provide leadership in development of regional food system work; and 
• Assist with opportunities to celebrate food and its role in strengthening the connections of Minneapolis’ 

many communities and cultures. 

SUSTAINABILITY TARGETS (Being presented to City Council in January 2012) 

• Increase food producing gardens in the city by one acre by 2014 using 2011 as a baseline.1 

• All residents live within a ¼ mile of a healthy food choice.2 

 
1Data estimates for 2011 show 13 acres of community gardens in the City. 
 
2Healthy food choice is defined as a full service grocery store, enhanced corner store (exceeding city ordinance requirements for fruits and 
vegetables), farmers market or community garden.   

 
 
Additional language used in previous Homegrown communications: 
 
“Collaborating for a More Healthy, Sustainable, Local Food System” used in December 2011 Community 
Meeting Two Page Final Report 

“Homegrown Minneapolis:  Building a healthy, sustainable, local food system for all Minneapolis residents” 
used in December 2010 Community Meeting Four Page Two Year Report and PowerPoint presentations 

Homegrown Minneapolis is a citywide initiative that develops innovative policies and strategies for the 
growing, processing, distribution, consumption and waste prevention/reduction/recovery of healthy, 
sustainable, locally grown foods.  
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Homegrown Minneapolis Recommendations Progress 

 
 

☼1. Adopt a resolution that puts the City on record supporting the increased growth, sales, distribution, and 
consumption of foods that are healthy, sustainably produced, and locally grown for all Minneapolis residents, 
with an emphasis on increasing equity and food security. Identify a work group to oversee implementation 
efforts. 
☼2. Establish a short-term work group comprised of City staff and community experts that will oversee the 
implementation of the Homegrown Minneapolis recommendations.  
☼3. Create measurable goals and indicators in order to monitor progress toward increased and equitable 
growth, sales, distribution, and consumption of local, healthy, sustainable foods in Minneapolis. 
☼4. Explore the need for, and structure of, a longer-term advisory entity that will provide ongoing guidance to 
the City on local foods issues and is representative of Minneapolis' diversity. If appropriate, establish such an 
entity. 
☼5. Create and make available to landowners a complete list of environmental engineers that could complete 
Phase II Environmental Investigations. 

☼8. Complete an inventory of kitchen facilities that can be used for local foods preparation, processing, and 
preservation purposes.  Develop strategies for linking residents/entrepreneurs with these opportunities. 
☼10. Improve promotion of farmers' markets and EBT/FMNP acceptance in diverse communities. 
☼11. Assure access to water hydrants is equitable, reasonable and fair for all community gardens regardless 
of whether they are located on public or private lands.  
☼12. Establish a scale-appropriate regulatory system for local foods. 
☼13. Review, and revise when necessary, City regulations in order to provide a hospitable regulatory 
environment for local foods operations including farmers' markets; home, community, and school gardens; 
restaurants; on-site and industrial composting; and year-round food production, processing, aggregation, and 
distribution efforts. 
☼14. Convene appropriate stakeholders to discuss options for meeting insurance needs of community 
gardens and urban ag enterprises. Identify and institute strategies to assist these entities in managing liability 
risks. 
☼15. Work with landowners to identify possible soil contamination, provide education to reduce perceived 
barriers, develop and publicize remediation opportunities. 
☼20. Expand and promote existing City-sponsored small business financing opportunities and 
training/business development services to entrepreneurs interested in small-scale urban agriculture. 
☼25. Develop an overarching policy framework that establishes a city-wide vision and support for urban 
agriculture (i.e. urban food production and distribution); inventories public and private land available and 
suitable for urban agriculture or food distribution; and makes readily available land more accessible for these 
purposes. 

☼30. Identify a point-person (or team) to work on all aspects of local food. 
☼31.  Develop web-based resource that provide a one-stop-shop for information about urban ag enterprise 
development, City regulations/policies, business development services and other resources. 

☼43. Supports goals of Homegrown Minneapolis through state and federal legislative agenda.  

☼45.  Develop neighborhood level capacity, education and tools to increase food production. 
☼55.  Support or provide a “match-making” service to connect people seeking land with property owners.  

☼6.  Include local foods jobs and small enterprise urban agriculture within the City’s Green Job Initiative and 
include them in all City-sponsored employment and training services. 
☼7. Expand and support training programs and career pathways (for both youth and adults) for urban 
agricultural entrepreneurs as part of the City's Employment and Training programs. 
☼16. Develop and implement a Homegrown Minneapolis communications campaign to increase knowledge 
of, interest in, and demand for local food. 
☼17. Ensure that City departments are aware of farmers' markets as a venue for City events and as a 
method for reaching targeted populations and promoting City and County services. 

☼19. Develop policies, guidelines, and partnerships to support affordable land ownership and/or affordable 
long-term leases for small enterprise urban ag on various types of land and rooftops. 
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☼21. Support the development of facilities to support urban ag-related food aggregation, processing, 
distribution, food storage, and food waste management. 

☼22. Integrate farmers’ markets into the City's development plans. 
☼23. Identify additional policies and incentives to encourage the establishment of new green roofs and the 
adaptation of existing roofs for food production. 

☼24. Identify policies and incentives to encourage/require developers to include space for food production 
and distribution and composting in new developments.  
☼26. Review, and revise when necessary, city zoning codes to support local food production and distribution, 
including urban agricultural land uses and related infrastructure. 
☼27. Ease rules and regulations related to farmers' market and community garden signage. 
☼28. Increase the local, healthy food served at City-controlled facilities. 
☼29. Facilitate the implementation and evaluation of a city-wide EBT and/or FMNP system and that will allow 
residents to use food stamps at any farmers' market or farm stand in the city. 
☼32. Develop an internal farmers' market coordinating entity that is directed by an external advisory board 
made up of farmers' markets representatives and farmers.  
☼33. Improve motorized and non-motorized transportation options to increase utilization of and access to 
markets. 
☼42. Support the expansion/development of a composting infrastructure in the Twin Cities to ensure access 
to affordable sources of compost for home, community, and school gardens, and urban agriculture 
enterprises. 
☼47. Make local foods more available in communities that have not historically had good access to healthy 
foods. 
☼56. Conduct a listening campaign in marginalized communities to understand the interests, needs, and 
ideas related to accessing healthy foods and accessing land and growing healthy foods. 
☼57. Support expanded access to tools and small food production equipment for small enterprise urban ag. 
☼9. Support farmers' market efforts to serve as a launching pad for other methods of food distribution.  
☼18. Designate a point person within Neighborhood & Community Relations Department to address garden 
issues. 
☼34. Broaden business types that can sell whole local foods. 
☼35. Modify the existing regulatory environment to allow for most flexible use of market sites for the common 
good. 
☼36. Design new City buildings with the capacity for food production where appropriate and feasible. 
☼37. Commission a study on the local foods value chain. Use the results of the study on the local food value 
chain to attract new businesses to fill the necessary market niches. 
☼38. Require and/or incentivize non-public institutions to offer local foods. 
☼39. Create a "healthy/sustainable food" public-private fund that finances small enterprise urban ag as well 
as food distribution, storage, processing, retail, food waste management enterprises, etc. 
☼40. Identify and help secure 5-6 sites for the permanent establishment of each of the several existing 
farmers' markets and the additional establishment of a farmers market(s) in an area currently underserved.  
☼41. Explore establishing tax incentives for private land owners to lease land to urban farmers, including 
creating an agricultural tax status for private land use for urban ag purposes. 
☼44. Advocate for State and Met Council policies that support the overall goals of Homegrown Minneapolis. 
☼46. Build relationships with rural and peri-urban partners to provide educational and marketing opportunities 
for new farmers; support preservation and increased access to farmland; develop food systems infrastructure 
to link rural and urban producers and consumers. 
☼48. Facilitate an increase in the racial and ethnic diversity of vendors and customers at farmers' markets. 
☼49. Establish a youth gardener coordinator position. 
☼50. Explore potential development of an urban ag/garden center with neighborhood clusters to demonstrate 
neighborhood-based food production projects and link together organizations and resources. 
☼51. Convene an annual Twin Cities food summit. 
☼52. Work with partners to support the development and use of gardens in school curriculum and after-
school programs and identify where community-school-led partnerships could enhance or ensure success of 
projects. 
☼53. Help develop the City’s organic composting infrastructure by establishing household or communal 
composting systems that train residents and feed the finished product into the community. 
☼54. Define and address obstacles to increasing local food offered in other non City-owned facilities. 



Homegrown Minneapolis Initiative
December 2011

What is  
Homegrown 

Minneapolis?
Homegrown Minneapolis  
is a citywide initiative started  
in December 2008 by the  
City of Minneapolis to expand 
the community’s ability to 
grow, process, distribute,  
eat and compost more 
healthy, sustainable,  
locally grown foods.  

Hundreds of Minneapolis 
residents, City staff and 
policymakers have made 
recommendations, kicked  
off projects and improved  
City processes related to  
local food including gardens, 
farmers markets, urban 
agriculture, small business 
startups, and many  
other areas.  

The collaborative efforts are 
promoting health, protecting 
the environment, increasing 
economic vitality, expanding 
social connectedness and 
improving food security. City 
staff and policymakers have 
increased their understanding 
of the community’s needs 
while the community has 
expanded its understanding 
of local government. This is 
improving our ability to plan  
for our food future together 
and ensure it is more 
sustainable, healthy and local.

www.minneapolismn.gov/ 
dhfs/homegrown-home.asp 

Collaborating for a More Healthy, Sustainable, Local Food System

Homegrown Minneapolis efforts have:
Increased access to land for food growing
Adopted an Urban Agriculture Policy Plan in 2011, a land use and development plan that 
provides a framework for commercial and non-commercial growing in Minneapolis. A second 
phase is under way and the final result will be a slate of zoning code amendments presented 
to the City Council in early 2012. Final adoption of these revisions will permanently change the 
zoning code to ease the way for urban agriculture.

Made 18 plots on City land available to residents for community gardening. Seven have 
been leased to date. Worked with Hennepin County to test the soil on all sites and made 
improvements to the community garden application and leasing process.

Developed neighborhood-level capacity to increase food production
Developed the Local Food Resource Hubs Network in partnership with Gardening Matters and 
others to improve residents’ access to the seeds, tools, education and connections needed to 
grow food successfully. Four pilot hubs with more than 600 members have been established.

Expanded food support at farmers markets 

Made healthy food accessible to more residents by expanding Electronic Benefits Transfer 
(EBT) and Market Bucks (coupons worth $5 of free produce) to the Minneapolis Farmers 
Market and Northeast Minneapolis Farmers Market in 2010 and West Broadway Outdoor 
Market, Brian Coyle and Augsburg markets in 2011. Midtown Farmers Market also continues to 
accept EBT. Between May 2010 and July 2011, the markets received more than $39,000 in EBT 
sales and Market Bucks redemptions, circulating federal food support into the local economy.

Supported farmers markets
Created City ordinances to allow mini markets and provided resources for their development 
and promotion in the city.  Efforts of the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy and host 
organizations have resulted in 19 new mini markets in the City. Additionally, Brian Coyle and 
Augsburg mini markets expanded to full markets in 2011. There were 35 full and mini farmers 
markets in the CIty during 2011, supporting local farmers and providing access to fresh, 
healthy local foods throughout the CIty.

Phase II Report



Minneapolis Health & Family Support

Call 311 or visit www.minneapolismn.gov

If you need this material translated please call 673-2162. If an alternative format is needed,  
contact June Mathiowetz, Homegrown Minneapolis coordinator  612-673-2027 or june.mathiowetz@minneapolismn.gov.

Provided support  
for food entrepreneurs
Partnered with the Metropolitan Consortium of Community 
Developers to pilot a Homegrown Business Development  
Center. The center provides technical assistance and low  
interest financing to Minneapolis based businesses 
manufacturing local food products.

Upgraded City ordinances
Passed food-related ordinance changes allowing beekeeping 
and indoor farmers markets in the city, allowing grocery stores to 
host farmers market vendors, requiring all corner stores to offer 
at least five varieties of fresh fruits and vegetables, and allowing 
mobile food vendors to sell non-packaged food. At the request of 
the farmers market community, farmers market ordinances were 
also updated in November 2011 to establish a new requirement 
that 60 percent of vendors at farmers markets be agricultural 
producers, allow more flexibility for mini market vendor types, 
and allow more sampling and cooking demonstrations.

Developed infrastructure  
to support community based food preservation
Funded development of a Food Preservation Network that 
trained 19 community food preservation guides to provide 
canning instruction. Coordinated 10 community Can Alongs  
for 125 participants who collectively canned hundreds of  
pounds of locally grown produce. 

Completed a community kitchen inventory identifying more  
than 50 commercial and non-commercial kitchens available  
for use by residents. 

Supported youth development and training
Homegrown Minneapolis helped start the EMERGE youth 
community garden in north Minneapolis – a garden focused  
on teaching teens about local food growing and sustainability – 
through the Minneapolis Employment and Training Program.

Launched a Food Council
Established a new City-community Homegrown Minneapolis 
Food Council to begin in January 2012.

Expanded composting

Expanded the source-separated organics recycling program 
to include all of  Linden Hills and East Calhoun neighborhoods 
and parts of Cooper, Hiawatha, Howe, Longfellow, Phillips and 
Seward. The City also supplied community gardens with more 
than 985 cubic yards of free and reduced-rate compost for  
food growing in 2010 and 2011. The compost is tested and 
results are available to gardeners.

Developed a local food sustainability indicator
Adopted a local food indicator as part of the City’s annual 
sustainability reporting. The proposed targets being presented  
to the City Council in January 2012 for adoption are: 

Increase food producing gardens in the city by 1 acre  
by 2014, using 14 acres in 2011 as the baseline.

All Minneapolis residents live within a ¼ mile of a healthy  
food source (full service grocery stores, enhanced corner 
stores, farmers markets or community gardens) by 2015.

Increased fruit trees in the City
Planted 860 fruit trees around the city as part of the  
City Trees program between 2009-2011. 

Supported community supported agriculture
Worked with a local farmer for a third year to arrange a 
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) drop-off site  
near City Hall for employees.

A special thank you to everyone that donated their personal time to making Minneapolis a better place to live through 
this initiative. Homegrown Minneapolis is currently based in the Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support. 
The Minnesota Department of Health’s Communities Putting Prevention to Work initiative of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 funded the Local Food Resource Hubs Network, EBT and Market Bucks. The Minnesota 
Statewide Health Improvement Program funded the Urban Ag Policy Plan, EBT, the Food Preservation Network and the 
Community Kitchens Inventory. Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota provided funding for Food Council development 
and Market Bucks. All other work has been completed through community partnerships and business processes of  
City of Minneapolis departments and staff.

For more information, visit Homegrown Minneapolis:  
www.minneapolismn.gov/dhfs/homegrown-home.asp 
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Staff Contact Information:  
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Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator
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612-673-2027
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PROGRESS REPORT ON HOMEGROWN MINNEAPOLIS RECOMMENDATIONS 

January 2012

1. Adopt a resolution that puts the City on record supporting the increased growth, sales, 
distribution, and consumption of foods that are healthy, sustainably produced, and locally 
grown for all Minneapolis residents, with an emphasis on increasing equity and food security.

!Status:  Complete 

The Minneapolis City Council adopted a resolution “Recognizing the Importance of Healthy, Sustainably Produced 
and Locally Grown Foods...” on June 26, 2009 (Resolution 2009R-283). 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/hgresfinal.pdf
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_276074.pdf

Council Authors:  CM Cam Gordon, CM Elizabeth Glidden, CM Betsy Hodges, CM Diane Hofstede, CM Ralph 
Remington, CM Don Samuels, CM Gary Schiff
City Staff and Department Lead:  Kristen Klingler, MDHFS

2. Establish a working group comprised of City staff and community experts to oversee the 
implementation of the Homegrown Minneapolis recommendations.

!Status:  Complete
 

The Minneapolis City Council adopted a resolution “…Creating the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Task 
Force” on June 26, 2009 (Resolution 2009R-283). The resolution established a 16 member Homegrown Minneapolis 
Implementation Task Force that met monthly from July of 2009-June of 2011. www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/
public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_276074.pdf

Task Force Members:  CM Cam Gordon (Co-Chair), Cara Letofsky/Erica Prosser (Co-Chair), Maggi Adamek, JoAnne 
Berkenkamp (IATP), Karin Berkholtz (CPED Dpt), Patty Bowler (Health Dpt), Rose Brewer, Jim Cook, CM Diane 
Hofstede, CM Elizabeth Glidden, Greg Goeke (Public Works), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory Services), Valerie Martinez, 
June Mathiowetz/Gayle Prest (Sustainability), Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters), David Nicholson. 

City Staff and Department Lead:  Kristen Klingler and June Mathiowetz, MDHFS

3. Create measurable goals and indicators in order to monitor progress toward increased and 
equitable growth, sales, distribution, and consumption of local, healthy, sustainable foods in 
Minneapolis. 

!Status:  On track to be completed in early 2012 

The City added a Local Food sustainability indicator to the City’s sustainability reporting process in 2010.  The Local 
Food indicator in the City’s annual sustainability report includes targets, a trend analysis, a summary of recent 
activities, and maps or graphs. 
2010 Sustainability Report: www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@citycoordinator/documents/webcontent/
convert_267589.pdf
2011 Sustainability Report:www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@citycoordinator/documents/webcontent/
convert_281288.pdf

Targets for the Local Food indicator have also been under development. In 2009, a Local Food Sustainability Targets 
Working Group held four meetings with community members to develop potential targets. In 2010, the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Implementation Task Force discussed the draft targets at three meetings. A City interdepartmental staff 
discussion was held in March of 2011. The targets require an investment of City staff time, so City department 
approval and ongoing support are required. The targets underwent discussion with the Citizens Environmental 
Advisory Commission (CEAC) at the September and October 2011 meetings and then traveled to the City’s 
Environmental Coordinating Team (ECT) for review and comment and comment. The proposed target language is 

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/hgresfinal.pdf
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_276074.pdf
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scheduled to go before the City Council for discussion and formal adoption beginning in January of 2012. Once 
formally adopted, the targets will be added to the annual sustainability reporting process under the Local Food 
indicator.   

Current draft target language is as follows: 

· Increase food producing gardens in the city by one acre by 2012, using 14 acres in 2011 as the baseline.

· All residents live within a ! mile of a healthy food source (including full service grocery stores, enhanced corner 
stores, farmers markets or community gardens).

As with other sustainability indicators, City staff will continue to work at evolving these targets and their related data 
sets and consider other potential options as more is learned. These targets still face the challenge of finding the 
resources to develop and track the data over the coming years and to fund specific projects that will move the 
outcomes in the desired direction over time. The first target requires tracking, measuring and reporting on the size of 
the city’s approximately 100 community gardens annually. The second target requires research, development of data 
sets and further analysis. It was also recognized in discussions that if the goal is to track and drive progress on 
increasing the amount of local, sustainably grown foods consumed, additional groundwork is needed develop 
definitions, relationships and a system for tracking these aspects of citywide food sales. The above targets are seen 
as more viable initial steps.

Working Group Conveners:  Valerie Martinez, CM Cam Gordon and June Mathiowetz
City Staff and Department Lead:  June Mathiowetz, Sustainability Office and MDHFS
Working Group Participants:  Robin Garwood, Julie Ristau, Ana Micka, Maggi Adamek, Alison Rotel, Kirsten Saylor, 
Barb Sporlein, Karin Berkholtz, Gretchen Musicant, Patty Bowler, Gayle Prest, Ken Meter, David Nicholson, plus 
approximately 20 more community members in attendance during four 2009 community meetings  

4. Explore the need for, and structure of, a longer-term advisory entity that will provide ongoing 
guidance to the City on local food issues and is representative of Minneapolis’ diversity. If 
appropriate, establish such an entity. 

!Status:  Complete

In 2009, a Local Food Policy Entity Working Group was established to research the possibility of developing a long-
term food advisory entity or “council” that might succeed the Homegrown Implementation Task Force when its 
authorization to meet (through Council resolution) expired in June 2011. 

Initially, the working group reviewed lessons learned by food policy councils around the country to understand context 
and jurisdiction of those efforts. They also spoke with national food project leaders about their efforts. After several 
meetings, the group’s focus evolved into strategic planning for a new entity. They began considering if and how a 
long-term food advisory entity might be integrated into existing structures by reviewing current City advisory groups 
(including the Citizens Environmental Advisory Commission and the Public Health Advisory Committee) and joint City-
County initiatives (on homelessness and lead prevention) to look for successful models and areas of potential overlap. 
A series of approximately 30 strategic interviews with local food system leaders was also conducted to further inform 
the effort.
 
At a December 2010 Homegrown Minneapolis stakeholder meeting with more than 70 attendees, a breakout session 
led by Julie Ristau focused on development of a potential food policy council and provided a space for early 
discussion of ideas. In January of 2011, a Homegrown Minneapolis community meeting was specifically held to 
present the research and concept of a food council to Minneapolis residents and other Homegrown Minneapolis 
stakeholders. Again facilitated by Julie Ristau, more than 60 attendees were given an opportunity to discuss and 
provide input into the purpose, guiding principles and structure of a potential entity. In April and May of 2011, several 
design-focused discussions were held to work out a detailed structure for the proposed entity based on feedback 
received over the prior year and a half. In June of 2011, after several meetings during which it was discussed, the 
Homegrown Implementation Task Force approved a resolution to be forwarded on to the City Council to create a local 
food policy council and initiate a third phase of Homegrown Minneapolis.  The resolution establishing the Homegrown 
Minneapolis Food Council was heard in the Public Safety & Health Committee on August 24, 2011 and passed the full 
City Council on September 2, 2011 (Resolution 2011R-445). www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/council/2011-
meetings_20110902_council20110902agendax

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/council/2011-meetings_20110902_council20110902agendax
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/council/2011-meetings_20110902_council20110902agendax
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/council/2011-meetings_20110902_council20110902agendax
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/council/2011-meetings_20110902_council20110902agendax


An open appointments process occurred from October 3-21, 2011 to fill the positions.  A nominations committee was 
convened to establish selection criteria and review the 98 applications submitted. On November 30, 2011, the slate of 
nominees was presented in the Public Safety and Health Committee. On December 9, 2011, the City Council 
approved a 15-member community slate that will be joined with 6 City staff representatives (identified by department 
heads) for the 21-member body which will begin meeting January of 2012.  www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/psch/
PSCH2011-1130agenda

Working Group Conveners:  Julie Ristau, CM Cam Gordon and June Mathiowetz
City Staff and Department Lead:  June Mathiowetz, Sustainability Office and MDHFS
Council Authors of Resolution: CM Don Samuels and CM Cam Gordon
Community Participation:  More than 150 people participated in conversations on the development of the Food 
Council

5. Create and make available to landowners a complete list of environmental engineers that could 
complete Phase II Environmental Investigations.

!Status:  Complete

The City of Minneapolis cannot recommend specific engineers, but a list of environmental engineers that have worked 
with the City was provided to the nonprofit Gardening Matters as a reference tool. 

City Staff and Department Lead:  June Mathiowetz, Sustainability Office

6. Include local foods jobs and small enterprise urban agriculture within the City’s Green Job 
Initiative and include them in all City-sponsored employment and training services.

!Status:  In progress 

The City of Minneapolis STEP-UP program funds youth internships annually at local urban garden projects including 
Emerge’s Homegrown initiative, and Youth Farm and Market. STEP-UP interns also gain exposure to urban gardening 
and local food production at employers including Redeemer Center for Life and Park Avenue Youth and Family 
Services. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/metp/resources/cped_stepup

City Staff and Department Lead:  Tammy Dickinson, CPED 

In 2010, the City supported Kindred Kitchen by providing a Great Streets Business District Support grant to Catalyst 
Community Partners and a Great Streets Real Estate Development gap financing loan for the redevelopment of 
Kindred Kitchen’s 1200 West Broadway location. Kindred Kitchen is a food service incubator, commercial kitchen, and 
café aimed at providing technical support, kitchen facilities, and/or food handler certification to local businesses. There 
are 25 users licensed to use the kitchen, and Catalyst has assisted approximately 150 food business entrepreneurs 
with technical assistance. www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/ba/cped_great_streets_home

Linden Hills Co-op and Sojourner Farms received financing through the City’s Community Planning and Economic 
Development (CPED) Department’s business financing programs in 2010. Kitchen in the Market received two percent 
loan financing through CPED in 2011. 

City Staff and Department Lead: Kristen Guild (on Kindred Kitchen) and Bob Lind, CPED  

7. Expand and support training programs and career pathways (for both youth and adults) for 
urban agricultural entrepreneurs as part of the City’s Employment and Training programs.

!Status:  In progress

The Minneapolis Employment and Training Program’s Dislocated Worker program is receiving Project GATE II 
(Growing America Through Entrepreneurship) funding through December of 2011 to serve dislocated workers 
interested in starting a business. Urban agriculture entrepreneurs can be a part of this effort. Business consultants 
train participants in the fundamentals of starting and managing a small business, evaluate the potential of the 
proposed business, and guide participants through the steps of business planning. Eligible participants must be 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/psch/PSCH2011-1130agenda
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http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/psch/PSCH2011-1130agenda
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/meetings/psch/PSCH2011-1130agenda
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/metp/resources/cped_stepup
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/metp/resources/cped_stepup
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/ba/cped_great_streets_home
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cped/ba/cped_great_streets_home


unemployed through no fault of their own, at least 45 years old, and eligible for the federal Dislocated Worker 
Program. Participants go through a five-stage process including pre-assessment and orientation, a business 
readiness assessment, business consulting, classroom training and financial assistance through organizations that 
help finance new ventures. 
City Staff and Department Lead:  Catherine Christian, CPED 

8. Complete an inventory of kitchen facilities that can be used for local foods preparation, 
processing, and preservation purposes. Develop strategies for linking residents and 
entrepreneurs with these opportunities.

!Status:  Complete

Graduate student interns began work on a community kitchen inventory in August 2009. Homegrown Minneapolis 
stakeholders were convened to determine the purpose, scope, and details for the inventory. In December 2009, an 
electronic survey was distributed to managers of community and commercial facilities (recreation centers, churches, 
schools, businesses, etc.) in order to determine their capacity and availability for community residents to engage in 
food preparation and processing. Responses were compiled into an inventory and placed in an interactive Google 
map showing geographic locations of approximately 30 kitchens in the city. In July of 2011, the inventory was updated 
to include approximately 50 kitchen facilities and reorganized by neighborhood. The inventory is located on the 
Homegrown Minneapolis website and has been circulated to the Homegrown Minneapolis email distribution list. 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/homegrown/index.htm

City Staff and Department Lead:  Kelly Wilder, Greg Schweser, Emily Hause, graduate interns, MDHFS 

9. Support farmers’ market efforts to serve as a launching pad for other methods of food 
distribution. 

 
!Status:  Not yet addressed

Clearer identification of need and deliverables is needed.  Public comment received:  “The ideas behind this 
recommendation included “best of market program”, a veggie van to take market stuff to individuals with limited 
mobility, etc. In other words, the operative idea was for existing farmers’ markets to augment services to increase 
access.”

10. Improve promotion of farmers’ markets and Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT)/WIC Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) acceptance in diverse communities. 

 !Status:  Significant Progress

Through combined efforts of the City, Hennepin County and Blue Cross Blue Shield MN (BCBS), promotion of farmers 
markets and EBT occurred in 2010 and 2011. The City helped launch EBT at the Minneapolis and Northeast Farmers 
markets in 2010, making healthy food accessible to more residents. The City also funded a short-term Market Bucks 
incentive program to increase the purchasing power of EBT at these two markets. BCBS funded Market Bucks at the 
Midtown Farmers market. During 2011, the promotions campaign and Market Bucks was extended into near North 
(West Broadway Outdoor Market), Brian Coyle and Augsburg. A sixth market, the Midtown Farmers Market already 
offered EBT when Homegrown Minneapolis began. BCBS funded Market Bucks at the Midtown Farmers market in 
2010. Promotional materials were produced in multiple languages and distributed through various media outlets. 

Between May 2010 and November 2011, the markets received a combined total of more than $90,820 in EBT sales 
($70,487) and Market Bucks redemptions ($20,333), circulating federal food support into the local economy.

Funding to sustain these efforts at five of the farmers markets was obtained in a new round of State Healthy 
Improvement Program dollars received for 2012.

City Staff and Department Lead:  Alison Moore and Kristen Klingler, MDHFS

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/health/homegrown/index.htm
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11.Assure access to water hydrants is equitable, reasonable and fair for all community gardens 
regardless of whether they are located on public or private lands. 

!Status:  Complete 
Community gardens in Minneapolis access water through the City’s Public Works’ Water Works Permit Office by 
taking out a seasonal Garden Hydrant Permit. This permit allows gardeners to use a specific fire hydrant located near 
a garden site. Approximately 40 of these permits are issued to neighborhood organizations each year.
The Garden Hydrant Permit fee was restructured in 2011 to assure recovery of the City’s cost and encourage 
sustainable practices. During 2011, community gardens will be charged a $25 permit fee and a $75 charge for water. 
Additionally, meters will be placed on the water hydrants and community gardens sent notices of actual water use, but 
gardens will not be charged per cubic foot of water used during 2011.  This notification will assist gardeners in 
planning and developing strategies to improve water conservation for the 2012 growing season. Community gardens 
will be charged for actual water use beginning in 2012.

The Garden Hydrant Permit requirements and regulations for will be structured as followed beginning in 2012:
A. A letter of authorization from the public/private agency granting permission for the use of the land for the 
current year is required. 
B. Applicant must pay a $25.00 permit/installation fee and $75.00 prepayment for water; prior to receiving the 
hydrant permit. The charge for water will be $3.20 per cubic foot of water (750 gallons). Additionally, if a meter is 
tampered with, a $200 meter tampering charge will apply.
C. No other hydrant except the hydrant so designated is to be used on this permit.
D. Hydrants are to be used for watering gardens only. 
E. The applicant is to see that the valve furnished is secured by a padlock when not in use. The padlock is to be 
furnished by the applicant.
F. The Signee or Organization holding the Garden Permit takes responsibility for the monthly water bill. 
Nonpayment may be reflected on one’s credit report. The Signee will be asked to present a photo ID with a 
current billing address.
G. A " inch male hose bib with shut off valve with meter will be provided.
H. Misuse of the hydrant, whether by the permittee or others, will void the permit.
I. The City is not responsible for any damages that may result from the use of the fire hydrant. There will be no 
Garden Permit issued in the future if the water bill is not paid. 

For further information on Hydrant Garden Permit :  www.minneapolismn.gov/publicworks/permits/public-
works_pw-water-permits

According to the above requirements, community gardens on public or private land pay the same fee and rate for the 
water that is used.  

Additionally in May of 2011, the City Public Works Department set up a pilot Permanent Water Access for Community 
Gardens grant project. The goal of this project is to shift community gardens away from use of the fire hydrants for 
purposes of watering their gardens. The project makes matching grants up to $2,000 available to nonprofit community 
gardens on a first-come, first-served basis. The application can be found on the Homegrown Minneapolis website. 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/homegrown/dhfs_gardeners

City Staff and Department Lead: Bernie Bullert, Craig Allison and Brette Hjelle, Public Works

12.Establish a scale-appropriate regulatory system for local foods. 
 

!Status:  Significant progress

In April of 2011, Minneapolis Regulatory Services partnered with the Minnesota Department of Agriculture to work on 
improving the regulatory system as it relates to local foods through a project funded by the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s Environmental Public Health Leadership Institute. The goal of the project is to identify and 
address the regulatory challenges in expanding the sale of fresh, locally grown foods at farmers’ markets and licensed 
food establishments. 
 
As a result of this effort, cross-functional teams from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Health, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration, University of Minnesota School of Public Health and local leaders were brought together. 
This group has been discussing local farmers’ market issues and working with farmers’ market managers to review 
City ordinances and make changes without compromising public health and safety. Additionally, as part of the 
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process, 125 farmers’ market vendors were surveyed about agricultural practices. This process has allowed 
regulators and market vendors/managers to learn from each other and from the scientific community about how to 
improve their systems. 
 
The project documented the current farmer’s market application intake process and support flow, identified factors 
limiting success, and increased understanding of the multiple food system variables regulators and vendors must deal 
with on a daily basis. Challenges that might be contributing to regulation non-compliance and frustration identified 
included a lack of knowledge on vendors and regulators part, a lack of resources, and a lack of meaningful 
educational fact sheets. To improve on these points and expand the ability of these partners to work together for the 
common goal of food safety, several fact sheets have been created. The team will continue to work on challenges in 
2012 to find additional ways to support community needs. 
 
CDC Project on Local Foods:
www2a.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/EPHLI/ExecSummary.asp?pid=182
www.heartlandcenters.slu.edu/ephli/finalprojects2011/12FernandezandTopie.pdf
 
Useful Fact Sheet and Information about Food Safety, Regulations, Farmers Market and Local Foods:
www.mda.state.mn.us/en/food/safety/food-safety-resources.aspx
 
City Staff and Department Lead:  Curt Fernandez and Tim Jenkins, Regulatory Services-Environmental Health
State Partner:  Jim Topie, Minnesota Department of Agriculture

13.Review, and revise when necessary, City regulations in order to provide a hospitable regulatory 
environment for local foods operations including farmers’ markets; home, community, and school 
gardens; restaurants; on-site and industrial composting; and year-round food production, processing, 
aggregation, and distribution efforts. 

!Status:  On track to be completed by spring of 2012 for first phase efforts.  This recommendation is 
extraordinarily broad.  While phase I and II efforts are being considered complete due to the extensive efforts 

completed, more could be proposed to be addressed in the future through new, more specific 
recommendations for phase III efforts beginning in 2012. 

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. The City’s Urban Ag Policy Plan website provides a list of all of the 
documents from that process and related recommendations www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/
cped_urban_ag_plan. The plan suggests ways to remove regulatory barriers and laid the groundwork for the next 
phase of efforts that will work out the details of the report’s recommendations in what is called a zoning code text 
amendment process. The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time for the 2012 growing season.  
Two public meetings have been led by the Community Planning and Economic Development Department and a draft 
of the amendments was made public in November 2011. (See also #25 and #26 for additional detail)
www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/cped_urban_ag_zoning

City Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold, CPED, Aly Pennucci, CPED, and Robin Garwood, Council Staff

On farmers markets, at the request of the farmers market community, farmers market ordinances were updated in 
November 2011 to establish a new requirement that 60 percent of vendors at farmers markets be agricultural 
producers, allow more flexibility for mini market vendor types, and allow more sampling and cooking demonstrations.
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@council/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-081599.pdf

Conveners:  Robin Garwood (Council Staff), Tim Jenkins (Regulatory Services), David Nicholson

On restaurants, it can be noted that ordinance changes have made it possible for mobile food vendors to sell non-
packaged food in downtown and during 2011, this expanded to include certain other areas of the City. Current mobile 
food vehicle vendors, restaurant owners and entrepreneurs who do not own restaurants now have the opportunity to 
operate a mobile food vehicle throughout the city that can park at a preapproved location or on the street. 

In addition to sidewalks or private lots, approved mobile food vehicle vendors are now able to sell their food curbside. 
Because of these changes, mobile food vehicle vendors are not committed to a permanent location as was the case 
in 2010. Mobile food vehicle vendors who use the street must follow all parking regulations and signage and pay the 
appropriate parking meter rates. 
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Preapproved locations can be found on the following map: www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/
@regservices/documents/webcontent/convert_272074.pdf

Approved mobile food vehicle vendors will be required to operate for a minimum of 150 days. Those approved are 
also prohibited from operating within 100 feet on the same block-face of a licensed sidewalk cafe or restaurant with 
direct access to the sidewalk. 

Restaurants interested in having a mobile food vehicle need to submit an application detailing the plans of their 
vehicle and the proposed location. The Downtown Improvement District and Public Works Department will provide 
assistance to direct applicants to prospective sites as appropriate. The license fee in 2011 for a new mobile food 
vehicle is $806 along with start up costs totaling $391.

On composting, a conversation between City staff and community stakeholders about the City’s composting 
ordinance (244.770) and regulations was convened in June of 2011. Challenges were discussed and a list of potential 
changes was drafted. Plans are to continue working on moving the changes forward on a timeline similar to the Urban 
Ag Policy Plan’s zoning code text amendment process due to be completed by spring of 2012.  
 
City Staff and Department Lead:  Robin Garwood, Council Staff
Discussion Participants:  Russ Henry, Sarah Sponheim, Lee Waters, Krista Leraas, Sean Alter, Rebecca Harnik, 
Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters), June Mathiowetz (MDHFS), Susan Young (Solid Waste and Recycling), Patrick 
Hanlon (Regulatory Services), Aly Pennucci (CPED), Rachel Henderson, Patsy Parker (Compostadores)

It is also noteworthy that other food-related City ordinance changes are helping improve the Minneapolis food 
environment including: 

1) Beekeeping is now allowed in the City.
2) Indoor farmers’ markets are now allowed. 
3) Grocery stores can now host farmers’ market vendors.
4) All corner stores are required to offer at least five varieties of fresh fruits and vegetables.

On community gardens, a Community Gardens Working Group met every 3 weeks for 6 months for part of 2009 and 
2010 to consider potential improvements to the City’s community garden processes.  This included development of 
the City’s Community Garden Pilot Program application process and improving the existing community garden lease 
agreement. City staff designed a pre-lease checklist to help a neighborhood or not-for-profit group proposing the 
community garden prepare a management statement that describes how the site will be managed year-round and a 
community benefit statement describing how the garden would engage and benefit the surrounding community. A two-
pronged process was developed where step one is a pre-lease consultation and approval of a site plan, and step two 
is execution of the lease.

In March 2010 the City Council approved the new community garden lease, the first of its kind for Minneapolis. The 
lease defined a qualifying group for the pilot program as a not-for-profit or a group with a not-for-profit sponsor. The 
lease set out requirements for community gardens on city-owned parcels including: a) a refundable $250.00 deposit 
as well as a lease fee of $1.00 per year and an administrative fee of $25.00 per lease, b) a certificate of liability 
insurance in an amount of no less than $2 million with the City of Minneapolis listed as an additionally insured party, 
and c) a site plan illustrating the layout of the proposed community garden. Public Works provided analysis of water 
availability to each parcel identified for the pilot. Hennepin County conducted the soils analysis for the parcels. It was 
determined that any parcel with significant contamination would be removed from consideration under the pilot.
The Community Garden Pilot Program officially kicked off in the spring of 2010 with its revised application and 
improved lease agreement. The program provided a clear process for staff and residents to lease City-owned land. 
The City made 18 sites available for community garden development through the program. As of October 2011, seven 
of these sites were leased to community groups. Sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis to qualifying 
groups. Experienced community garden groups may be eligible for three- to five-year leases, while groups gardening 
for the first time will start with one-year leases. Information about the Community Garden Pilot can be found in an 
appendix to the Urban Ag Policy Plan and on the Homegrown Minneapolis website. www.minneapolismn.gov/health/
homegrown/dhfs_gardeners
The City of Minneapolis supports community gardens in its commitment to promoting access to good nutrition, 
improving the ecological footprint of the city, encouraging active and healthy living, and providing spaces for human 
interaction, food production and beauty. There are approximately 100 community gardens overall in the city. 
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Working Group Conveners:  Karin Berkholtz (CPED) Council Member Elizabeth Glidden, Kirsten Saylor (Gardening 
Matters)
Working Group Participants:   Cara Letofsky (Mayor’s Office), Ruben Acosta (City Attorney’s Office), Greg Goeke 
(Public Works), Darrell Washington (CPED), Kaye Anderson (CPED)
Community Gardens Pilot Project City Staff and Department Leads:  Kaye Anderson and Aly Pennucci, CPED

14.Convene appropriate stakeholders to discuss options for meeting insurance needs of 
community gardens and urban agriculture enterprises. Identify and institute strategies to assist 
these entities in managing liability risks.

!Status:  Closed until new proposed strategies or recommendations come forward 

Discussions related to this topic revealed that community gardens can obtain the required $2 million coverage in 
liability insurance for a fee by being added as a rider to the insurance policy of a local non-profit organization. One 
area of difficulty that has emerged is that many neighborhood organizations are still in the process of transitioning 
from $1 million in insurance coverage to the new $2 million requirement.  In some instances, Gardening Matters has 
provided insurance for gardens having insurance access issues for approximately $150.  Discussion revealed general  
agreement that it is optimal if community gardens work with their neighborhood organization to obtain insurance rider 
for the purposes of building the community garden’s connections and the neighborhood relationships and cooperation 
necessary for long-term community garden success.  Though the occurrence of community garden lawsuits is very 
low, the discussions clarified that at this time the City is not able to justify putting taxpayers at risk by reducing the $2 
million insurance requirement.  

On insurance for urban agriculture enterprises, further definition of the issues, barriers and deliverables are needed. 

Staff and Departmental Lead:  June Mathiowetz, Sustainability and MDHFS
Discussion participants:  Kirsten Saylor (Gardening Matters), Ruben Acosta (City Attorney’s Office), Darrell 
Washington (CPED), Erica Prosser (Mayor’s Office), Gayle Prest (Sustainability), Robin Garwood (Council Offices), 
Kaye Anderson (CPED)

15.Work with landowners to identify possible soil contamination, provide education to reduce 
perceived barriers, develop and publicize remediation opportunities. 

!Status:  Complete

The City tested all of its garden plots made available through the Community Garden Pilot Program in 2010 and 2011. 
Results are available to gardeners. Additionally, the Urban Ag Policy Plan that passed in 2011 contained the following 
recommendation: 

Land Availability
1.2 Assure that soil testing has taken place on all City owned lots used for community gardens. Continue to seek out 
resources for testing soils on City owned land.

The Twin Cities Community Land Bank received Environmental Response Fund funding in 2011 to provide small 
grants for environmental assessment and clean-up of property in Hennepin County through its Brownfield Gap 
Program. This includes analysis of soil contamination levels at proposed community garden sites. The fund is 
intended to be used for unexpected environmental issues, to prepare for a larger funding request in the County testing 
cycle, or to identify/clarify and, in some cases, remediate suspected environmental concerns. Grants are awarded on 
a rolling basis. Eligible community gardens sites must be either owned or controlled by a public entity or a nonprofit 
organization. The application asks for City approval, but formal authorization was passed by the City Council on May 
13, 2011 so Minneapolis community garden applicants do not need to take additional steps to provide it. 
tcclandbank.org

In 2010, Groundwork Minneapolis conducted soil testing for community gardens and the City through the 
Environmental Response Funding.

City Staff and Department Lead:  Darrell Washington, CPED

http://tcclandbank.org/
http://tcclandbank.org/
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Property owners can have their soil tested for lead, salt and major nutrients by sending soil samples to the University 
of Minnesota’s Soil Testing laboratory. Lead testing costs $15. 

Garden Soils Testing  soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/garden.htm
Field Soils Testing  soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/fields.htm
Soil Testing Form with Prices soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/Scans/2004LG.pdf

16.Develop and implement a Homegrown Minneapolis communications campaign to increase 
knowledge of, interest in, and demand for local food

!Status:  In progress 

In October and November of 2010, a newly formed Communications Working Group met to discuss a draft 
communications plan to bring awareness to Homegrown efforts in the community. The plan addresses 
communications objectives, messages, audiences and strategies. It was determined that this group’s efforts will focus 
largely on people already knowledgeable about local food and average consumers who may not be currently aware of 
the local food initiatives that are part of Homegrown Minneapolis. 

In December of 2010, the Communications Working Group played a key role in development of a four page summary 
communicating the work completed through the Homegrown Minneapolis initiative for the December 9th Homegrown 
Minneapolis stakeholder meeting. www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/
convert_278371.pdf

In January of 2011, Megan O’Hara presented a Homegrown Minneapolis logo and tagline developed by a pro bono 
communications professional to the Homegrown Minneapolis Implementation Task Force. The Task Force indicated 
additional discussions will be needed to determine how and when the Homegrown Minneapolis logo is used. 

The working group transitioned to a more community-based Communications and Community Engagement Working 
Group for meetings held in February and March of 2011 led by Megan O’Hara and including representation from three 
Minneapolis co-ops. 

Working Group Conveners:  Megan O’Hara, Cam Gordon, June Mathiowetz
Working Group Participants:  Elizabeth Haugen, Patty Bowler, Erica Prosser, Robin Garwood, Jeremy Hanson Willis,  
Emily Hause, Allie Mentzer, Elizabeth Archerd, Lisa Slick, Dan Nordley, Jan Joannides, Tom Vogel, Luna McIntyre, Liz 
Morris Otto, Amy Fields, Molly Gaines, Julie Ristau

17.Ensure that city departments are aware of farmers’ markets as a venue for City events and as a 
method of reaching targeted populations and promoting city and County services. 

!Status:  Partial Progress

The City of Minneapolis sustainability website features a list of available farmers’ markets along with a Google map of 
market locations.  www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/sustainability/local-foods.asp The five City departments represented on 
the Implementation Task Force have had the opportunity to learn more about farmers’ markets as an outreach 
opportunity through their participation and the efforts of Homegrown Minneapolis in general have increased staff 
awareness of farmers markets as a potential communications opportunity.
 
Feedback from the community indicates that the hope around this recommendation was that City departments and 
services might have a tent at farmers markets where all variety of information and services might be offered. The idea 
was to use markets as a way for agencies to reach people. The City has not obtained or designated resources for this 
purpose at this time. Further clarification of potential deliverables will be helpful in the future. 

18.Designate a point person within the Neighborhood & Community Relations Department to 
address garden issues.

!Status:  Closed until further strategies, recommendations or funding come forward. 
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The Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator and Community Planning and Economic Development Department 
currently handle all incoming inquiries related to garden issues. Homegrown Minneapolis and City staff have 
opportunities to share neighborhood communication mechanisms and partner with the Neighborhood and Community 
Relations Department as needed. Efforts have begun to better connect the work of Homegrown with NCR. Having a 
specific point person in NCR has not been deemed optimal at this time.

19.Develop policies, guidelines, and partnerships to support affordable land ownership and/or 
affordable long-term leases for small enterprise urban agriculture on various types of land and 
rooftops.

!Status:  In progress

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan  The 
effort also included a land capacity analysis that primarily found that Minneapolis has sufficient developable land 
(public and private) to accommodate forecasted growth for at least the next 20 years. This means that both 
development and urban agriculture uses can be accommodated without competition. 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@cped/documents/webcontent/convert_261135.pdf

Additionally, the following related recommendations were included in the Urban Ag Policy Plan:  

Land Use and Zoning Recommendations
1. Amend the zoning code to better accommodate urban agriculture uses by:  

1.1 Define the following terms in the zoning code: community gardens, market gardens, urban farms, and 
anaerobic digesters. Further evaluate the appropriate zoning districts for these uses based on the guidance 
below. All urban agriculture zoning code text amendments would involve consultation with technical experts.
· Allowing market gardens to be located on rooftops and on the ground. 
· In districts typically associated with high density development such as in Downtown districts, Growth 

Centers, and Activity Centers, encourage gardens on rooftops or as part of development rather than on 
the ground as a single use. 

2. Incorporate urban agriculture uses into long range planning efforts.
2.1 Update the City’s Comprehensive Plan with additional guidance related to urban agriculture.
2.2 Consider opportunities for farmers’ markets, urban farms, market gardens, and community gardens when 
small area plans are developed, particularly in under served areas.

Land Availability Recommendations
1. Review City owned land inventories and consider selling or leasing more parcels that are not desirable for

development but are well-suited for urban agriculture, particularly in underserved areas.
1.1 CPED and Public Works should work together on a land inventory review to insure a coordinated City effort.

2. Utilize the existing land sale procedures for the consideration of the sale of land for growing and open space.

Under the section “Suggested Future Efforts” the following were also listed: 

Land Banking, Liability and Taxes - 
· Explore a land bank option for community gardens and farmers’ markets to manage property and ensure 

permanency.
· Explore tax incentives and exemptions for growing.

Community Garden Program - 
· Advertise the parcels currently on the list one more time to the public.
· Before spring, reassess all parcels on the list to see if a) they are the most desirable for gardening and b) if more 

can be added in underserved areas.
· Consider selling some of the parcels on the list, depending on their long-term market desirability.
· Revisit the fee structure for CPED owned community garden leases.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” This second phase of efforts, the “text amendment process,” is 
scheduled to be completed in time for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings. 
www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/cped_urban_ag_zoning
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Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED
Contract Manager and Department:  Kristen Klingler and June Mathiowetz, MDHFS
Zoning Code Text Amendment Process Staff and Department Lead:  Aly Pennucci and Amanda Arnold, CPED and 
Robin Garwood, Council Offices

Urban Agriculture Steering Committee and Urban Agriculture Technical Advisory Team:  Urban Ag Policy Plan 
Steering Committee:  Robin Garwood (Chair), Maggi Adamek, JoAnne Berkenkamp, Patty Bowler, JobyLynn Sassily 
James, David Motzenbecker, David Nicholson, Bob Patton, Kirsten Saylor, Jeff Ricker

Urban Ag Policy Plan Technical Advisory Committee:  Clyde Kane (Minneapolis Public Schools), Jennifer Ringold 
(Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board), Elizabeth Wieland (U of M Extension/Hennepin County), Courtney Tschida 
(University of Minnesota), Elfric Porte (City-CPED Housing), Aly Pennucci (City-CPED Planning-Zoning), Tim Jenkins 
(City-Regulatory Services), Greg Goeke (City-Public Works), Kristen Klingler/June Mathiowetz (City-Health and 
Family Support) 

Land Capacity Analysis:  Community Attributes International 

20.Expand and promote existing City-sponsored small business financing opportunities and 
training/business development services to entrepreneurs interested in small-scale urban 
agriculture.

!Status:  Complete 

The City in partnership with the Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers launched the pilot Homegrown 
Business Development Center on April 1, 2011. The Center’s $100,000 total loan fund provides matching loans at two 
percent interest, up to $10,000, and access to technical assistance, tailored to the individual needs of each business 
venture for businesses based in Minneapolis. On October 24, 2011 the City closed on the first Homegrown Business 
Development Center loan to Black Onyx Creations.

Homegrown Minneapolis Business Development Center www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/ba/
cped_homegrown_business_center

The City also funded development of a “Guide to Starting a Local Food Business in Minneapolis” that was completed 
by Kelly Wilder. www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_258630.pdf

City Staff and Department Lead:  Jessica Green, CPED 
Community Partner Lead:  Kris Maritz, MCCD

21.Support the development of facilities to support urban agriculture-related food aggregation, 
processing, distribution, food storage, and food waste management.

!Status:  Partially complete

The Homegrown Business Development Center (See #20) loans support this type of development by providing 
needed financing to food system entrepreneurs. The City’s Great Streets program has also supported businesses’ 
development generally (See #6).  

This goal needs further definition of deliverables to determine the City’s further role in this. 

22. Integrate farmers’ markets in the city’s development plans.

!Status:  On track to be completed by Spring 2012

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan    
Farmers’ markets were addressed in the plan’s recommendations as follows:  

Land Availability Recommendations
2. Incorporate urban agriculture uses into long range planning efforts.
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2.1 Update the City’s Comprehensive Plan with additional guidance related to urban agriculture.
2.2 - Consider opportunities for farmers’ markets, urban farms, market gardens, and community gardens when 
small area plans are developed, particularly in underserved areas. 
2.3 - Consider access to farmers’ markets when long range transportation planning is taking place. 

3. Encourage innovative design in new development
3.3 - Where appropriate, consider the inclusion of farmers’ markets and community gardens when Requests for 
Proposals are sought for larger-scale new development on city-owned parcels, particularly in underserved areas. 

Under the section “Suggested Future Efforts” the following were also listed:

Land Banking, Liability, and Taxes - 
· Explore a land bank option for community gardens and farmers’ markets to manage property and ensure 

permanency.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time 
for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings. http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/
cped_urban_ag_zoning

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED

23. Identify additional policies and incentives to encourage the establishment of new green roofs 
and the adaptation of existing roofs for food production.

!Status:  On track to be completed by Spring 2012 

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/
cped_urban_ag_plan Gardens roofs were addressed in this plan as follows:  

Land Availability Recommendations
1. Amend the zoning code to better accommodate urban ag uses by:  

1.1 Define the following terms in the zoning code: community gardens, market gardens, urban farms, and 
anaerobic digesters. Further evaluate the appropriate zoning districts for these uses based on the guidance 
below. All urban agriculture zoning code text amendments would involve consultation with technical experts.

o Allowing market gardens to be located on rooftops and on the ground. 
o In districts typically associated with high density development such as in Downtown districts, Growth 

Centers, and Activity Centers, encourage gardens on rooftops or as part of development rather than on 
the ground as a single use. 

Under the section “Suggested Future Efforts” the following were also listed:

Design – 
· Explore legislative change to make an exception for some building code requirements for rooftop growing.

Please note that discussions have clarified that private commercial roof gardens are not required to be publicly 
accessible, unlike public roof gardens to which the federal Americans with Disabilities Act requirements apply.  

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time 
for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings. http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/
cped_urban_ag_zoning

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED

24. Identify policies and incentives to encourage/require developers to include space for food 
production and distribution and composting in new developments.

!Status:  On track to be completed by Spring 2012
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The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan  The 
following related recommendations were included in the Urban Ag Policy Plan:  

Land Use and Zoning Recommendations
1. Amend the zoning code to better accommodate urban agriculture uses.

1.1 Define the following terms in the zoning code: community gardens, market gardens, urban farms, and 
anaerobic digesters. Further evaluate the appropriate zoning districts for these uses based on the guidance 
below. All urban agriculture zoning code text amendments would involve consultation with technical experts.

o In districts typically associated with high density development such as in Downtown districts, Growth 
Centers, and Activity Centers, encourage gardens on rooftops or as part of development rather than on 
the ground as a single use.

o Allow urban farms in Industrial districts and some Commercial districts.
o Examine which Industrial districts are appropriate for anaerobic digesters.

1.9 Explore incentives for installation of gardens as an interim use on stalled development sites.
2. Incorporate urban agriculture uses into long range planning efforts.

2.1 Update the City’s Comprehensive Plan with additional guidance related to urban agriculture.
2.2 Consider opportunities for farmers markets, urban farms, market gardens, and community gardens when 
small area plans are developed, particularly in under served areas.

3. Encourage innovative design in new development
3.1 Encourage the planting of produce as part of the required landscaping in new developments.
3.2 Explore opportunities for an urban agriculture demonstration project that incorporates new development and 
growing or the creative reuse of land.

Under the section “Suggested Future Efforts” the following were also listed:

Land Banking, Liability, and Taxes - 
· Explore tax incentives and exemptions for growing.

Design – 
· Explore legislative change to make an exception for some building code requirements for rooftop growing.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The zoning code text amendment process is scheduled to be 
completed in time for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings. http://
www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/cped_urban_ag_zoning 

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED

25.Develop an overarching policy framework that establishes a citywide vision and support for 
urban agriculture (i.e. urban food production and distribution); inventories public and private 
land available and suitable for urban agriculture or food distribution; and makes readily 
available land more accessible for these purposes.

!Status:  Phase I Complete and Phase II Scheduled for Completion by Spring 2012

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 to address how urban agriculture can be 
better supported in the urban environment. . www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan

The plan’s development was funded by the Department of Health and Family Support through a Statewide Health 
Improvement Program grant, and led by the Department of Community Planning and Economic Development. To 
guide this effort, a Steering Committee (consisting of key City staff and community leaders) was convened in 
December 2009 and a Technical Advisory Team (consisting of topical experts) was convened in January 2010. These 
two committees met approximately monthly throughout 2010. In addition, a series of topical discussions were held in 
the summer and fall of 2010 to discuss land use related issues raised during the first phase of Homegrown 
Minneapolis and to help shape the plan recommendations.

Many issues covered in the plan provide background information and address a variety of topics related to urban
agriculture, but the recommendations focus primarily on land use related actions. The plan serves as a policy 
document to be incorporated into the City’s Comprehensive Plan. With the goal of promoting urban agriculture, it 
examines existing urban agriculture policies and facilities (farmers’ markets, community gardens, etc.), outlines issues 
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and opportunities (organized by the plan goals outlined by the steering committee), and presents a series of 
recommendations to be pursued. www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@cped/documents/webcontent/
convert_281459.pdf

Key recommendations of the plan include: defining several urban agriculture related activities, such as market 
gardens and urban farms, in the zoning code and altering some of the existing zoning that related to community 
gardens and farmers’ markets; incorporating urban agriculture into long range planning and encouraging it to be 
integrated with new construction projects as appropriate; and reviewing the City owned land inventory to make land 
that is not desirable for development, but well-suited for urban agriculture available.

In addition, the effort included a land capacity analysis that primarily found Minneapolis has sufficient developable 
land (public and private) to accommodate forecasted growth for the next 20 years. This means that both development 
and urban agriculture uses can be accommodated without competition. 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@cped/documents/webcontent/convert_261135.pdf

The next phase of efforts that will work out the details of some the report’s recommendations in what is called a 
“zoning code text amendment process” led by the Community Planning and Economic Development Department (Aly 
Pennucci) has begun. The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time for the 2012 growing 
season and will involve further public meetings. Other recommendations will be addressed as part of ongoing City 
land management and development review and as part of ongoing Homegrown Minneapolis efforts.

City Staff and Department Lead for the Urban Ag Policy Plan:  Amanda Arnold, CPED
City Staff and Department Lead for the Zoning Code Text Amendment Process:  Aly Pennucci, CPED

In addition to the Urban Ag Policy Plan’s efforts to create an overarching policy framework for urban agriculture, 
institutional support from the City for Homegrown’s vision is evident in City goals and strategic directions:  Jobs and 
Economic Vitality (epicenter for the new green jobs economy, proactive business development in key growth areas); 
Eco-Focused (locally grown food available and chosen, use less energy, produce less waste); Livable Communities, 
Healthy Lives (thoughtful neighborhood design with density done right, healthy choices are easy and economical); 
and A City That Works (shared democracy that empowers residents as valued partners, strong partnerships with 
parks, schools, government, nonprofits and private sector).

26.Review, and revise when necessary, city zoning codes to support local food production and 
distribution, including urban agricultural land uses and related infrastructure.

!Status:  On track to be completed by Spring 2012 

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan passed the City Council in April of 2011 and addresses how City zoning codes can 
be improved to better support urban agriculture in an urban environment. www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/
plans/cped_urban_ag_plan (See #25 for more Urban Ag Policy Plan detail.)  Zoning code issues were specifically 
addressed in the plan’s recommendations as follows:

1. Amend the zoning code to better accommodate urban agriculture uses.
1.1 Define the following terms in the zoning code: community gardens, market gardens, urban farms, and 
anaerobic digesters. Further evaluate the appropriate zoning districts for these uses based on the guidance 
below. All urban agriculture zoning code text amendments would involve consultation with technical experts.

o Allow market gardens in a variety of zoning districts
o Set a maximum lot area and other performance standards for market gardens so the use fits into a 

neighborhood context.
o Establish standards for market gardens similar to or more stringent than those that have been established 

for community gardens, including no retail sales onsite, except as a temporary use, no overhead lighting, 
signage limited to a single, non-illuminated flat sign of four square feet, and no more than two vehicles 
parked on-site, excluding those parked within an enclosed structure.

o Allow market gardens to be located on rooftops and on the ground.
o In districts typically associated with high density development such as in Downtown districts, Growth 

Centers, and Activity Centers, encourage gardens on rooftops or as part of development rather than on 
the ground as a single use.

o Allow urban farms in Industrial districts and some Commercial districts.
o Examine which Industrial districts are appropriate for anaerobic digesters.

1.2 Further study aquaculture and aquaponics with the goal of developing a zoning code definition.
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1.3 Amend the development standards for community gardens to allow for larger, more visible signage and 
community bulletin boards within the garden areas, larger hoop houses, and the periodic sale of produce.
1.4 Amend signage regulations to allow temporary farmers’ market signs (for local produce markets) to remain on-
site all year, but require that the sign be removed after a farmers’ market closes permanently.
1.5 Change the list of permitted obstructions in the front yard set back to allow for planting beds in front yards. A 
maximum height for the beds and minimum setbacks from the property lines should be determined.
1.6 Make provisions for trellises designed for growing food.
1.7 Change the home occupation standards to allow growing as an outdoor operation.
1.8 Amend the accessory use standards to include a hoop house as an enumerated accessory use with 
development standards, including size and height requirements for hoop houses specifically.
1.9 Explore incentives for installation of gardens as an interim use on stalled development sites.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time 
for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings.

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold, CPED

27.Ease rules and regulations related to farmers’ market and community garden signage.

!Status:  On track to be completed by Spring 2012. 

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan passed the 
City Council in April of 2011 and addresses farmers’ markets and community garden signage as follows:  

1. Amend the zoning code to better accommodate urban agriculture uses.
1.3 Amend the development standards for community gardens to allow for larger, more visible signage and 
community bulletin boards within the garden areas, larger hoop houses, and the periodic sale of produce.
1.4 Amend signage regulations to allow temporary farmers’ market signs (for local produce markets) to remain on-
site all year, but require that the sign be removed after a farmers’ market closes permanently.

Under the section “Suggested Future Efforts” the following were also listed:

Marketing and Branding -  
· Create universal signage (like the “P” for public Parking) to direct people to farmers’ markets.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time 
for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings. http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/
cped_urban_ag_zoning

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED

28. Increase the local, healthy food served at City-controlled facilities.

!Status: In progress

  A Local and Sustainable Food Purchasing Policy Working Group focused on researching and developing a local and 
sustainable food purchasing policy for the City met on December of 2010 and February and June of 2011. The group 
is in the process of developing recommendations and next steps for the City in defining a preference for local and 
sustainable foods and developing the criteria and tools to assist in the procurement of those foods. Minutes to these 
meetings can be found on the Homegrown Minneapolis website.. www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/hgminutes.asp 

Working Group Convener:  Kelly Wilder
Working Group Participants:  Aliyah Ali, Cam Gordon, David Schlueter, David Nicholson, Emily Stern, Erica Prosser, 
Gayle Prest, Greg Goeke, Jean Poppen, June Mathiowetz, Neisha Reynolds, Rhys Williams, Jennifer Sheets
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Additionally in 2011, the Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support moved a Healthy Food Policy through 
the City Council on which the Local and Sustainable Working Group’s efforts will build:
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@council/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-081644.pdf
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@council/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-081643.pdf

29.Facilitate the implementation and evaluation of a citywide Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) 
and/or Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP) system that will allow residents to use food 
stamps at any farmers’ market or farm stand in the city.

!Status:  In progress (See also #10)

The Department of Health and Family Support contracted with the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP) to 
conduct research into best practices, challenges, and opportunities for implementing a citywide EBT system in all 
Minneapolis farmers’ markets. The City helped launch EBT at the Minneapolis and Northeast Farmers’ markets during 
2010, making healthy food more accessible to low-income residents. The City also funded a Market Bucks incentive 
program to increase the purchasing power of EBT users at these two markets. Additionally, Blue Cross Blue Shield 
funded Market Bucks at the Midtown Farmers’ market in 2010. An analysis of the 2010 EBT efforts was completed by 
IATP in 2011. . iatp.org/files/Evaluation%20of%202010%20Minneapolis%20EBT%20Pilot%20--%20IATP.pdfThe 
Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support completed a summary of lessons learned in June of 2011. . 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/wcms1q-068667.pdf

FMNP was citywide to the extent possible under state guidelines prior to Homegrown Minneapolis and doesn’t 
actually require a “system.”

City Staff and Department Lead:  Kristen Klingler and Alison Moore, MDHFS

30.  Identify a point-person (or team) to work on all aspects of local foods.

!Status:  Complete 

The Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support took on the role of providing internal institutional (City) 
leadership for the Homegrown Minneapolis initiative in fall of 2008 through March of 2012. The City’s Homegrown 
Minneapolis Coordinator has served as the coordinator of the Homegrown Minneapolis local food efforts, manager of 
various contracts, and provided staffing for the Implementation Task Force and various working groups and 
discussions. Kristen Klingler served as Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator as an intern on loan from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention from the project’s inception in December of 2008 until July 2010 and June 
Mathiowetz from July 2010 through March of 2012. Additionally, Sarah Stewart and Meredith Schoenfeld Hicks 
(MDHFS) provided essential project evaluation expertise and monitoring of the Local Foods Resource Hubs Network. 
These City staff along with certain Homegrown Minneapolis projects were funded by grants through State Health 
Improvement Program (SHIP) and Communities Putting Prevention to Work (CPPW) funds during the last three years 
of Homegrown Minneapolis.  No City General Fund tax dollars directly supported the Homegrown Minneapolis 
initiative to date.  The City continues its efforts to find funding for the position beyond March of 2012.  

City Staff and Department Lead:  Gretchen Musicant and Patty Bowler, MDHFS
Homegrown Minneapolis Interns December 2008-March 2012:  Kelly Wilder, Greg Schweser, Emily Hause, Meredith 
Schoenfeld Hicks, Erin Swenson-Klatt

 

31.Develop web-based resources that provide a one-stop-shop for information about urban 
agriculture enterprise development, City regulations/policies, business development services 
and other resources.

!Status:  Complete and ongoing 

Currently, the Homegrown Minneapolis website content is managed by the Homegrown Minneapolis Coordinator and 
provides updates, minutes, press releases, reports and other information related to the Homegrown Minneapolis 
initiative. The Homegrown Minneapolis Communications Working Group continues to explore the possibility of further 
website development and funding. 
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City Staff and Department Lead:  Kristen Klingler, June Mathiowetz, Diane Haugesaug, Emily Hause, MDHFS
Communications Working Group Convener:  Megan O’Hara

 

32.Develop an internal farmers’ market coordinating entity that is directed by an external advisory 
board made up of farmers’ markets representatives and farmers.  

!Status:  In progress

A Farmers Market Working group was convened in May of 2010 to explore the potential benefits and means of 
creating a farmers market collaborative entity for Minneapolis and will continue meeting into the future. The City 
applied for funding through the USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program in fall of 2011 to advance these farmers 
markets organizing efforts, but did not receive funding.  

Working Group Conveners:  David Nicholson, Robin Garwood, Tim Jenkins
Working Group Participants:  Aaron Reser (Mill City Farmers Market manager), Erica Prosser (Mayor’s Office), 
Jim Topie (MDA), Madeline Kastler (IATP), Migdalia Loyola (BCBS), Patty Bowler (MDHFS), Sarah Aughenbaugh, 
MDHS, June Mathiowetz (MDHFS)

33. Improve motorized and non-motorized transportation options to increase utilization of and 
access to markets.

!Status:  In progress

The Urban Agriculture Policy Plan www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan passed by the 
City Council in April of 2011 contained the following provision related to transportation:

Land Use and Zoning
1. Incorporate urban agriculture uses into long range planning efforts. 

2.3  Consider access to farmers’ markets when long range transportation planning is taking place.

The Urban Ag Policy Plan recommendations move to the next phase of efforts that will work out the details in what is 
called a “zoning code text amendment process.” The text amendment process is scheduled to be completed in time 
for the 2012 growing season and will involve further public meetings.

Urban Ag Policy Plan Staff and Department Lead:  Amanda Arnold and Aly Pennucci, CPED

34.Broaden business types that can sell whole local foods.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

35.  Modify the existing regulatory environment to allow for most flexible use of market sites for the 
common good.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

This recommendation related to a desire to allow market vendors (except immediately consumable food vendors) to 
vend from the grass as allowed in many other parts of the state. 

36.Design new City buildings with the capacity for food production where appropriate and feasible.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

37.Commission a study on the local foods value chain. Use the results of the study on the local 
food value chain to attract new businesses to fill the necessary market niches. 

!Status:  Not yet addressed 

http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan


38.Require and/or incentivize non-public institutions to offer local foods.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

The City is exploring development of its own local and sustainable food purchasing policy as a first step and model. 
(See #28)

39.Create a “healthy/sustainable food” public-private fund that finances small enterprise urban 
agriculture as well as food distribution, storage, processing, retail, food waste management 
enterprises, etc.

!Status:  Not yet addressed
 
The City did establish a new Homegrown Minneapolis Business Development Center. (See #20)

40. Identify and help secure 5-6 sites for the permanent establishment of each of the several 
existing farmers’ markets and the additional establishment of a farmers’ market(s) in an area 
currently underserved.

!Status:  Not yet addressed 
The City has provided resources for the early stage start up and promotion of mini farmers’ markets in Minneapolis. 
(See #47)

41.Explore establishing tax incentives for private land owners to lease land to urban farmers, 
including creating an agricultural tax status for private land use for urban agriculture purposes.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

42.Support the expansion/development of a composting infrastructure in the Twin Cities to ensure 
access to affordable sources of compost for home, community, and school gardens, and urban 
agriculture enterprises.

!Status:  In progress 

The City expanded the source-separated organics recycling program to include all of Linden Hills and East Calhoun 
neighborhoods and parts of Cooper, Hiawatha, Howe, Longfellow, Phillips and Seward in 2011. It is scheduled to go 
citywide by 2013. The City also supplied 54 gardens community gardens with more than 700 cubic yards of free and 
reduced-rate compost for food growing in 2009 and more than 45 gardens with 285 cubic yards in 2011. Due to a 
change in vendor agreements, gardeners are now charged a fee for City compost.  The compost is tested and results 
are available to gardeners. The City’s vendor currently tests for barium, chromium, lead, silver, mercury, arsenic, 
cadmium and selenium.

City Staff and Department Lead:  Susan Young and Jeff Jenks, Public Works

Additional research is underway to explore potential changes to the City’s composting regulations. (See #13) 

City Staff and Department Lead:  Robin Garwood, Council Staff

43.Support goals of Homegrown Minneapolis through the state and federal legislative agenda.

!Status:  Complete

For the past two years, language supporting healthy, local sustainable food systems has been submitted to the 
Council for consideration for its State legislative agenda. For 2011, the following language appeared in the City’s State 
legislative agenda:



- Support efforts that will remove barriers and provide incentives for expanding local food production, thereby 
increasing our food security, expanding green jobs, and reducing our carbon footprint.
- Support efforts to shift to a more sustainable food system that will increase consumption of healthy foods, 
thereby improving nutrition and reducing obesity and chronic disease.
- Support efforts to ensure equitable distribution of food and expand access to healthy, sustainably produced, 
locally grown food for people with low incomes.

City Staff and Departmental Lead:  June Mathiowetz, Sustainability and MDHFS, and Patty Bowler, MDHFS

44.Advocate for State and Met Council policies that support the overall goals of Homegrown 
Minneapolis.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

45.Develop neighborhood-level capacity, education, and tools to increase food production.
!Status:  Complete

A Local Food Resource Hubs Network, a new initiative of the City of Minneapolis, community partners and Gardening 
Matters, has been under development since July of 2010. Based on a model from Detroit, the network is designed to 
improve residents’ access to the seeds, tools, education and connections needed to grow food successfully. It is 
anticipated that the project will increase residents’ food growing and preparation competencies, improve health 
through increased access to fresh fruits and vegetables and more physical activity, improve the environment by 
increased composting of organic waste and decreased food miles traveled, lead to more gardeners becoming urban 
farmers and small business owners, and improve community connectedness. It is a multi-faceted community and 
economic development strategy that also uniquely benefits the health of people in Minneapolis by increasing overall 
access to healthier, sustainable, locally grown food.
The Network is made up of hubs — which are not physical locations, but rather partnerships of individuals, 
businesses and community organizations — that are now serving residents and community gardens in three pilot 
areas in Minneapolis:  North Minneapolis, Powderhorn/Central and West Phillips/Ventura Village. 
For the first year of the project approximately 600 membership spots were filled on a first-come, first-served basis by 
residents joining a Hub and selecting one of three types of membership:  $10 for a household garden, $30 for a 
community garden or nonprofit, or $10 for an advocate. Household members received 20 packets of seeds and 28 
seedlings and community-garden members received 60 packets of seeds and 84 seedlings at two distribution events 
that took place in April and May of 2011. Classes to train members on various aspects of food growing including soil 
preparation and food preservation skills were held through the spring, summer and fall.  On October 25, 2011, the 
project’s first annual membership meeting was held.  A Task Force has guided the Network’s efforts over the project’s 
development and transitioned to a Stewardship Council in October 2011.  An additional hub is scheduled to be added 
before December of 2012. More information about the Network can be found on Gardening Matters website. 
info@gardeningmatters.org. 
The Local Food Resource Hubs Network was made possible by funding through the Minneapolis Department of 
Health and Family Support from the Communities Putting Prevention to Work initiative of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009.
City Staff and Departmental Leads:  June Mathiowetz, Kristen Klingler, Patty Bowler, MDHFS                                                                         
Evaluation Leads:  Sarah Stewart (MDHFS), Meredith Hicks (MDHFS graduate intern), Sarah Eichberger (Gardening 
Matters intern)                                                                                                                                                                      
LFRHN Project Administrator:  Nadja Berneche, Lena Rodriguez, and Kirsten Saylor, Gardening Matters
LFRHN Task Force Members:  Ana Micka; Patty Bowler, Colin Cureton, Collie Graddick, Jeanette Lieberman, Julie 
Ristau, June Mathiowetz, Marie Mossman, Mustafa Sundiata, Nancy Ward, Rachel Henderson, Russ Henry, Shelley 
Sherman, Susan Young, Vienna Rothberg, Kim Knutson and Ramla Bile

mailto:info@gardeningmatters.org
mailto:info@gardeningmatters.org


46.Build relationships with rural and peri-urban partners to provide educational and marketing 
opportunities for new farmers; support preservation and increased access to farmland; develop 
food systems infrastructure to link rural and urban producers and consumers.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

47.Make local foods more available in communities that have not historically had good access to 
healthy foods.

!Status:  In progress See also #29 (EBT) and #45 (Local Food Resource Hubs Network).

The City created the concept of a mini market in City ordinances and provided resources for the early stage start up 
and promotion of mini farmers’ markets in Minneapolis. The number of mini farmers’ markets more than tripled over 
two years by 2010 through the continued work of the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy. In 2011, there were 19 
mini markets and 16 full markets operating in Minneapolis.  These markets help bring food to areas with reduced 
access and help increase awareness of farmers’ markets overall.

Additionally, a Food Access Working Group met from December 2009 through December 2010 to discuss and 
address recommendations related to food access including a citywide EBT system in farmers’ markets and promotion 
of farmers’ markets. 

Working Group Conveners:  Rose Brewer, University of Minnesota-Extension, and Alison Moore, MDHFS

48.Facilitate an increase in the racial and ethnic diversity of vendors and customers at farmers’ 
markets.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

49.Establish a youth gardener coordinator position.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

50.Explore potential development of an urban agriculture/garden center with neighborhood 
clusters to demonstrate neighborhood-based food production projects and link together 
organizations and resources.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

51.Convene an annual Twin Cities food summit.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

52.Work with partners to support the development and use of gardens in school curriculum and 
after-school programs and identify where community-school-led partnerships could enhance or 
ensure success of projects.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

53.Help develop the City’s organic composting infrastructure by establishing household or 
communal composting systems that train residents and feed the finished product into the 
community.

!Status:  Not yet addressed (See also #13 and 42)  



54.Define and address obstacles to increasing local food offered in other non City-owned facilities.

!Status:  Not yet addressed

55.Support or provide a “match-making” service to connect people seeking land with property 
owners.

!Status:  Complete 

The City funded development of the Yards to Gardens website through the City’s Climate Change Grants process to 
connect people who are looking for gardening space or other resources with people who have space or other 
resources (compost, expertise, tools, etc.). www.y2g.org/

City Staff and Departmental Lead:  Gayle Prest, City Coordinator-Sustainability
Website development:  Jesse Eustis

56.Conduct a listening campaign in marginalized communities to understand the interests, needs 
and ideas related to accessing healthy foods and accessing land and growing healthy foods. 

!Status:  Initial pilot project completed 

Julie Ristau worked with students in a sustainability class at the University of Minnesota to develop a video method for 
potentially conducting a listening campaign. Students interviewed approximately 15 people connected to the food 
system and edited the video as an example that could be further expanded. The videos were shared with the 
Homegrown Minneapolis Task Force for further consideration as a tool to be used for future engagement and story 
telling efforts. 

57.Support expanded access to tools and small food production equipment for small enterprise 
urban ag.

!Status:  In progress

As part of the Local Food Resource Hubs Network (See #45), members will eventually be able to check out gardening 
tools and food preservation equipment through their local hubs. 

http://www.y2g.org/
http://www.y2g.org/


Key Resources and Reports 
 
National Reports Referencing Homegrown Minneapolis 
 
Multnomah Food Initiative 2010 Food Report www.multfood.org/node/239 
 
Urban Agriculture: A Sixteen City Survey of Urban Agriculture Practices Across the 
Country (Mindy Goldstein) www.georgiaorganics.org/Advocacy/urbanagreport.pdf 
 
Planning to Eat? Innovative Local Government Plans and Policies to Build Healthy Food 
Systems in the United States (Kailee Neuner, Sylvia Kelly and Samina Raja) 
www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/ppatch/documents/BuffaloNationalBestPractices.pdf 
 
National League of Cities City Practice Brief: Developing a Sustainable Food System  
www.nlc.org/file%20library/find%20city%20solutions/research%20innovation/sustainabi
lity/developing-a-sustainable-food-system-cpb-mar11.pdf 
 
Homegrown Minneapolis 
 
Progress Report Draft (December 2011) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-
083415.pdf 
 
Community Meeting Report (December 2011) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-
083414.pdf 
 
Community Meeting Report (December 2010) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
78371.pdf 
 
Homegrown Progress report to City Council (March 2010) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
76504.pdf 
 
Homegrown Minneapolis Phase 1 Report (June 2009) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
73062.pdf 
 
Urban Agriculture Plan 
 
City Urban Agriculture Policy Plan (Minneapolis, 2011) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan 
 
Urban Agriculture Text Amendment 
www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/projects/cped_urban_ag_zoning 
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Community Kitchens 
 
Minneapolis Community Kitchen Facilities Inventory 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/homegrown/index.htm 
 
Business Development 
 
Homegrown Business Development Center 
wwwdev/dhfs/Business_Development_Center.pdf 
 
Business Development and Financing Resources for Micro and Small Urban Agriculture 
and Local Food Entrepreneurs (HGM, 2010)  
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
58630.pdf 
 
Grocery Stores 
 
The Food Trust’s “Food for Every Child Report-The Need for More Supermarkets in 
Minnesota” from January 2012 www.thefoodtrust.org/minnesota 
 
Healthy Corner Stores 
 
Healthy Corner Stores Program 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/ship/dhfs_ship-cornerstores 
 
Minneapolis Healthy Corner Store Program Presentation 
www.slideshare.net/cfsc/nolapresentation 
 
Community Food Assessments  
 
NorthPoint Food Assessment completed for BCBS Healthy Eating MN 
northpointhealth.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=hgJJ2lIwHzw%3D&tabid=135&mid=846  
 
Hennepin County Food Assessment completed for BCBS Healthy Eating MN 
hennepin.us/files/HennepinUS/HSPHD/Community%20Services/Public%20Health%20P
romotion/Health%20at%20the%20Community%20Level/Healthy%20Eating%20Minnes
ota--full%20report.pdf 
 
Community Gardens and Local  Food Resource Hubs 
 
City of Minneapolis Community Gardens Available for Leasing 
www.minneapolismn.gov/health/homegrown/dhfs_gardeners 
 
City of Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan regarding community gardens 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
59990.pdf 
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Local Food Resource Hubs Network www.gardeningmatters.org/hubs 
 
Gardening Matters Resource Page www.gardeningmatters.org/resources/read 
 
Community Garden Startup Guide  
www.gardeningmatters.org/sites/default/files/startupguide.pdf 
 
Supporting Community Gardens: Recommendations for Cities and Counties (Gardening 
Matters) www.gardeningmatters.org/sites/default/files/govt.pdf 
 
Twin Cities Community Garden Sustainability Report (Gardening Matters, 2005) 
www.gardeningmatters.org/sites/default/files/sustplan.pdf 
 
Farm to School 
 
Farm to School in Minnesota (IATP) 
iatp.org/files/2011_F2S_FoodServiceLeadersSurveyResults.pdf 
 
Farmers Markets and EBT 
 
Expanding EBT at Farmers Markets in Minneapolis: Lessons Learned from the 2010 
Season (Minneapolis Health Dept) 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/wcms1q-
068667.pdf 
 
IATP 2010 EBT Pilot Report  
iatp.org/files/Evaluation%20of%202010%20Minneapolis%20EBT%20Pilot%20--
%20IATP.pdf 
 
EBT at Farmers Markets: Initial Insights from National Research and Local Dialogue 
(IATP)  iatp.org/files/258_2_107648.pdf 
 
2011 EBT advertisement (IATP)  iatp.org/documents/ebt-at-your-farmers-market 
 
Mini Markets 2010 Press Release (IATP) 
iatp.org/files/2010_07_26_MiniFM_Expand_PR.pdf 
 
Market Bucks Program Report (Blue Cross Blue Shield, 2011) 
www.preventionminnesota.com/objects/pdfs/LocalFoodsFndtnFndng_issuesbrief.pdf 
 
How to Host a Minneapolis Mini Market Guide 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@health/documents/webcontent/convert_2
80237.pdf 
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General Reference 
 
Physical Activity and Healthy Eating:  Addressing the Root Causes of Obesity in MN 
(Blue Cross Blue Shield, May 2010) 
www.bluecrossmn.com/bc/wcs/groups/bcbsmn/@mbc_bluecrossmn/documents/public/m
bc1_root_causes_obesity_rpt.pdf 
 
Funding the Growth of the “Good Food Movement” (Blue Cross Blue Shield, July 2011) 
www.preventionminnesota.com/objects/pdfs/LocalFoodsFndtnFndng_issuesbrief.pdf 
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2012 Upcoming Minneapolis Local Food Events: 

 
• Community Garden Plot Availability Announcement – January  
• Local Food Sustainability Targets in Committee 

-January 19th (REE) at 1:30 in City Hall, Council Chambers 
-January 25, 2012 (PSCH) at 1:30 in City Hall, Council Chambers 
-Then likely moved to full City Council for final vote  

• Urban Ag Text Amendment  
-Monday, January 23, 2012 - Public Hearing in Planning Commission at 4:30 
p.m., Council Chambers  
-March 1, 2012  - Zoning and Planning Committee 

• Minneapolis Communities Connections Conference 
-Saturday, February 11, 2012 - St. Mary’s University Event Center-2540 Park 
Ave. S.  

• League of Women Voters Forum:  “Fresh Choices: Growing the Local Food 
Economy”   

-March 22, 2012 - Plymouth Congregational Church -1900 Nicollet Avenue, 
Minneapolis – 5:30 food and film; 7:00-9:30 p.m. event 

• Alliance for Sustainability Annual Conference 
 -March 24, 2012 

• City’s Sustainability Greenprint/local food indicator moving through Council  
(March/April) 

• Gardening Matters Spring Resource Fair   
-Saturday, March 31, 2012 – Neighborhood House – 179 Robie Street – St. Paul - 
9am to 4 pm (including a panel on Homegrown and St. Paul Food and Nutrition 
Commission) 

• Local Food Resource Hubs Network  
• April 14, 2012 - Seeds and cold crop seedlings distribution event 
• May 19, 2012 - Hot crop seedlings distribution event 

• Farmers Markets Openings - spring 
• Seward Co-ops 11th annual CSA Fair – Saturday, April 21 from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. in 

Seward Co-op's parking lot 
 

Additionally, watch for: 
*Composting ordinance updates (end of February) 
*Local Food Purchasing Policy proposal  
*Public housing and food growing efforts  
*Expansion of healthy foods into 20 more corner stores (SHIP funded) 
*Farm 2 School efforts 
*2012 International Year of Cooperatives 
*MN Departments of Health and Agriculture – notice/community process around new food code   
*MPCA – new compost rules being released this year March/April 2011 
*National legislative movement related to passage of a “farm” bill  
*Resolutions being passed around the country related to the food/farm bill 



 
City of Minneapolis 

Proposed 2012 Sustainability Targets for Local Food 
 
2011 Living Well Sustainability Report – See Local Food Indicator on Page 23 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@citycoordinator/documents/webcontent/con
vert_271457.pdf 
 
 
The City annually tracks 26 sustainability indicators and one of them is a Local Food 
indicator. As part of Homegrown efforts, two targets for this indicator have been developed 
and are being considered by the City Council in January 2012 for adoption.  The proposed 
targets are: 
 
• Increase food producing gardens in the city by one acre by 2014 using 2011 as a 

baseline.1 

• All residents live within a ¼ mile of a healthy food choice.2 

 
1Data estimates for 2011 show 14 acres of community gardens in the City. 
 
2Healthy food choice is defined as a full service grocery store, enhanced corner store (exceeding city ordinance 
requirements for fruits and vegetables), farmers market or community garden.   
 
 
Local Food Targets Passed City Council on January 27, 2012 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@clerk/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-
084515.pdf 
www.minneapolismn.gov/www/groups/public/@clerk/documents/webcontent/wcms1p-
084518.pdf 
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Creating a Healthier Minneapolis 
healthy eating + physical activity + smoke-free living 

 
The places in which people live, work, learn and play 
profoundly influence their health. People living in 
environments where nutritious food and physical activity are 
available and affordable are less likely to be obese. Likewise, 
people in smoke-free environments are less likely to suffer 
from tobacco-related illnesses. 
 
Through its Healthy Living initiatives, the Minneapolis 
Department of Health and Family Support and its partners are 
making long-term, sustainable improvements in schools, 
neighborhoods, clinics and other settings to support healthy 
eating, physical activity and smoke-free living. These 
initiatives are primarily concentrated in Minneapolis 
communities where up to two-thirds of residents are 
overweight or obese and smoking rates are two-times higher 
than the city rate. 

 
 

Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support 
250 South Fourth Street, Room 510, Minneapolis, MN 55415-1384 
Ph: (612) 673-2301 www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/dhfs/ship.asp 

 
 

Reducing Health Care Costs 
Obesity and tobacco use are 
the most common causes of 
chronic disease such as 
asthma, heart disease and 
diabetes. These preventable 
illnesses burden individuals and 
their families and cost the 
health care system billions of 
dollars each year. 

• Nationally, 20% of all 
health care dollars are 
currently spent on people 
diagnosed with diabetes. 

• In Minnesota, tobacco use 
in 2007 was responsible for 
$2.87 billion in excess 
medical expenditures, 
amounting to an 
additional $554 for every 
man, woman and child in 
the state. 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
These projects are supported by the Statewide Health Improvement Program 
from the Minnesota Department of Health and a Community Transformation 
Grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

If you need this material in an alternative format please call Minneapolis Department of Health and Family Support at 612-673-
2301 or email health.familysupport@minneapolismn.gov. Deaf and hard-of-hearing persons may use a relay service to call 311 
agents at 612-673-3000. TTY users may call 612-673-2157 or 612-673-2626. 
Hmong - Ceeb toom. Yog koj xav tau kev pab txhais cov xov no rau koj dawb, hu 612-673-2800; 
Spanish - Atención. Si desea recibir asistencia gratuita para traducir esta información, llama 612-673-2700; 
Somali - Ogow. Haddii aad dooneyso in lagaa kaalmeeyo tarjamadda macluumaadkani oo lacag la’ aan wac 612-673-3500 

GOALS STRATEGIES FOR HEALTHY EATING + PHYSICAL ACTIVITY + SMOKE-FREE LIVING 

Increase access to 
healthy foods in 
community and 

institutional settings 

Expand the Healthy Corner Store program to 20 additional stores, helping owners 
increase the variety, affordability and visibility of health foods. 
Support EBT at five farmers markets so low income residents can use food support to 
purchase fresh produce. 
Engage high-risk population in urban agriculture activities and food preservation 
through the Local Food Resource Hubs and support health-related initiatives of 
Homegrown Minneapolis. 
Improve nutrition practices at center and family-based child care programs. 
Create network of Minneapolis food shelves to develop strategies for increasing healthy 
foods.  
Improve the food environment and implement Farm to School strategies at Minneapolis 
Public Schools and 10 charter/alternative schools. 
Pass and implement healthy food policies at 10 institutions. 

Increase support 
for physical 

activity 

Develop plans for a North Minneapolis Greenway that will convert city streets into a 
permanent biking and walking corridor. 
Pass and implement Complete Streets Policy that sets guidelines for streets that are 
friendlier for bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Increase the quantity and quality of active play during recess at k-8 charter schools 
and Minneapolis Public Schools and increase the number of students biking and 
walking to school through Safe Routes to School initiatives. 

Increase delivery 
of quality 

health care 

Expand the use of best practices for obesity and tobacco use prevention at 14 
clinics with additional emphasis on chronic disease management and emotional 
health in 2 clinics. Work with health care stakeholders to improve clinic 
reimbursement for these services. 
Increase referrals to disease self- management programs and to Healthy Living 
Minneapolis, a network of organizations that provide free or low-cost smoking cessation, 
physical activity and nutrition classes and programs. 

Create 
smoke-free 

environments 

Pass and implement smoke-free policies at public and publicly-subsidized multi-unit 
housing properties and four post-secondary institutions (colleges, technical and trade 
schools). 
Pass Healthy Housing Assistance policy requiring buildings funded through housing 
assistance programs to be smoke-free and include appropriate amenities for physical 
activity and gardening. 

Engage residents 
in community 

transformation 

Initiate neighborhood-based healthy living districts that serve as hubs for health-
promoting activities and engage residents in story-based community dialogue. 



Gardening Matters 
Report on Phase VI Development of Local Food Resource Hubs  

(Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 2011) 
 
Major Accomplishments: 

• Held 4 free canning classes with a total of 44 participants in each Hub neighborhood 
• Planned and facilitated a network-wide Hubs Fall Gathering with 78 hubs members in 

attendance 
• Each Hub elected 3 representatives to serve on the Stewardship Council 
• Coordinated 1-2 meetings in each of the three existing Hubs to plan for a winter 

celebration and organize tool-lending more formally 
• Coordinated and facilitated 2 meetings with the Stewardship Council focused on 

developing next season’s program 
• Developed the NE/SE Minneapolis Hub, including East Side Neighborhood Services, the 

East-Side Food Co-op, Southeast Como Improvement Association (SECIA), the Garden of 
Eden (NE Community Garden), and the Center for Asian and Pacific Islanders (CAPI).  

• Further developed partnership with Master Gardeners program, with the intent of 
pairing 1-2 Master Gardeners with each Hub to teach classes and serve as a individual 
resource 

• Scheduled 2 major seed-packing events, with several more in the progress of being 
scheduled 

• Organized the bulk seed order 
• Scheduled spring leadership training for April 21-22, 2012 and will begin recruitment of 

hubs participants 
 
Community Impact and Outreach: 
 
We received great feedback of the first year at the Hubs Fall Gathering in October, which will be used to 
help shape next year’s program.  The Fall Gathering was also where each of the three existing Hubs 
elected three representatives to serve on the Stewardship Council.  The Stewardship Council is already 
giving input and making decisions; this body will be key in ensuring sound communication between the 
Hubs and the Network and to make sure that decisions are made in a more democratic fashion.  
 
The development of the NE/SE Hub involves six organizations working in the NE Minneapolis and SE 
Como areas, which will provide a stable foundation on which to base membership recruitment across 
diverse populations. 
 
As Hubs members volunteer to head certain tasks, such as the tool libraries and winter events, they will 
feel more ownership of the Hubs program, which contributes to program sustainability. 
 
We will be asking a representative from the Hubs to serve on a panel at the 2012 Spring Resource Fair to 
speak about the project’s impact to an audience of approximately 200 people after the keynote 
presentation. The Hubs will also have a table at the Spring Resource Fair, where they can collect 
membership applications and talk about the program. The Spring Resource Fair regularly draws more 
than 600 people from throughout the Metro area. This year’s theme (“Feeding Neighborhoods, 



Connecting Communities”) is particularly well-suited for highlighting the work of the hubs to this larger 
audience.  
 
Community Outreach at Gardening Matters continues with targeted contacts, as the hubs develop 
further local infrastructure and prepare to enter their second growing season.  
See attached contact record for more detail. 
 
Projected future impact: 
 
We have learned that nearly 50% of the current members experience some degree of food insecurity. 
Several of the Hubs’ community gardens are open to community harvest by anyone. This helps increase 
community food security. By providing a means to grow one’s own food, the project is addressing food 
access and food equity issues and developing an infrastructure in which neighbors can support each 
other in growing their own food. 
 
Though we don’t yet have a lot of data on the Hubs program production levels, we do know that 8 
participants in the food measurement study produced over 500 lbs. of food in total.  We know 
gardeners are more likely to consume more fruits and vegetables when compared to non-gardeners. 
Not only did Katherine Alaimo and colleagues find that gardeners were more likely to consume more 
fruits and vegetables on a daily basis, but they were 3.5 times more likely to consume fruits and 
vegetables at least 5 times a day (Alaimo, et al., 2008). A rigorous study reports that every $1 invested in 
a community garden plot yields approximately $6 worth of vegetables (Hynes, 1996). These studies 
suggest that the Local Food Resource Hubs are a great return on investment and provide a tangible way 
to increase fresh food consumption. 
 
We have also learned that gardening knowledge has increased as a result of the program. Though many 
residents didn’t attend formal classes, we see this self-reported increase in knowledge and confidence 
as a positive sign that participants will want to continue gardening and growing their knowledge base.  
 
We plan to continue to target recruitment with low-income and minority residents. We have now 
formed the joint NE/SE Minneapolis hub, and, separate from the City of Minneapolis project, a hub in 
the Midway neighborhood of St. Paul. The spread of the hubs concept to the east side of the river 
indicates continued growing interest in the program, and we hope it will be helpful in leveraging future 
funding and spreading the concept with new groups.  
 
In terms of growing diversity, we plan to expand on the hubs information session we did in translation 
(both Hmong and Spanish) for new immigrants living in the CAPI Glendale housing community to other 
audiences. We are also working with a number of partners in the Latino community, and we hope this 
will be an avenue for greater Latino participation.  
 
Recommendations for Phase VI 
 
Project Development: 
 
In phase VII (Jan. 1-Mar. 19, 2012), the following will be completed: 

• Postcard to current hub members with membership renewal information will be sent out. The 
postcard will also include information about the Urban Gardener Program with registration and 
class dates. 



• Each hub will have a winter meeting focused on planning gardens for the spring and building 
their hubs’ community.  

• Seeds will be repacked at corporate and local hubs events. 
• Stewardship Council will integrate the NE/SE Hub representatives and mentor a representative 

from the Midway Hub in St. Paul. 
• Membership application will be completed and distributed both online and in paper format 
• Members will begin to sign up for the 2012 season. 
• Seed and seedlings distributions will be organized at each of the 4 hubs (Cold crop and seeds 

distributed on April 14, 2012; Hot crop seedlings distributed on May 19, 2012). 
• Grant applications will be submitted to identified prospective funders (Headwaters Social 

Change Fund, Medica Foundation, General Mills Foundation, and Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
Foundation.)  

 
In the next phase, we will be focused on launching the program for the second season, focusing on the 
development of the membership application, other marketing material, and outreach with partner 
organizations. 
 
We look forward to designing a more thorough outreach plan with the assistance of SHIP funds in 2012.  
 
The newly established Phillips Food Justice Table presents an opportunity to better network and 
collaborate with groups in Phillips working on food issues.  Various workgroups formed as a result of a 
community gathering, and Gardening Matters already has programming related to some of the 
workgroups.  We are making sure that those involved with the Phillips Food Justice Table are aware of 
what resources Gardening Matters already offers and look for ways we can support others doing similar 
work.  New partnerships may result from this work, and Gardening Matters may benefit from folks 
offering their time to do outreach and engage their community in gardening.  
 
Funding Update: 
Gardening Matters was not awarded the People’s Garden Grant. Though we did not apply for a 
Community Food Project Grant on our own, the work on local hubs was included in Community Food 
Project grants submitted by CAPI and Northside Fresh. The results of CFP grant process have not yet 
been released.  
 
In our work with the MN Council of Nonprofits, we have identified several sources of potential 
foundation support (Headwaters Social Change Fund, Medica Foundation, General Mills Foundation, 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield Foundation, and St. Paul/Bigelow Foundation for the East Metro). We are in the 
process of prospecting these foundations further and hope to submit applications as due dates for 
proposals come up in the next 3-6 months.   
 
We are also considering several other revenue options: 

• A benefit plant sale of perennial fruits and vegetables (asparagus, strawberries, and raspberries) 
that could raise several thousand dollars in the short term 

• Seeking corporate sponsorships for the Local Food Resource Hubs program 
• Assisting local hubs in sponsoring fundraising events 

 
References: 
Hynes, HP.  (1996).  A Patch of Eden: America's Inner-City Gardeners. Chelsea White River Jct., VT: Green Publishing Company. 
Alaimo, K., Packnett, E., Miles, RA., Kruger, DJ. (2008). Fruit and vegetable intakes among urban community gardeners. Society for Nutrition 
Education, 40, 94-101.  



December 12, 2011 Homegrown Minneapolis Community Meeting and Celebration 
Community Feedback 
 
Comments for the Food Council: A Summary 
 
• Tell us where Homegrown Minneapolis has made the most progress over the past few years: 

• Building a strong network 
• “Connecting the dots” among key people and issues 
• Bringing people together, engaging and involving the community 
• Institutionalizing and connecting existing efforts 

• Policy and regulation 
• Urban Agriculture topical plan 

• Projects 
• EBT and Market bucks, mini markets 
• Local Food Resource Hubs 

• Education 
•  Spreading awareness about food issues throughout Minneapolis 

• Creating a big picture 
• Centralizing an ongoing discussion 
• Creating vision and a positive culture for addressing food issues 

 
• What needs the most attention to further improve our food system in Minneapolis over the next 

year? 
• Educational materials 

• Utilize campaigns and social media to spread information and news 
• Regulations and policy 

• Continue to improve urban agriculture regulations 
• Create incentives for local food production/processing and job growth 

• Children and youth 
• Improve food in schools 
• Offer opportunities for youth engagement and education 

• Infrastructure 
• Support small and mid-sized food processors and producers 
• Increase access to land and space for processing and storing food 
• Support small businesses and job growth 
• Find ways to connect large institutions and the rest of the local food system 

• Community engagement 
• Involve a more diverse group of people, especially low income communities and communities 

of color 
• Improve communication about current city and community food initiatives 
• Build connections with farmers and rural communities 
• Increase transparency and provide clear evaluation of what projects are working



Homegrown Minneapolis Community Meeting and Celebration - December 12, 2011 
All notes from comment sheets, feedback cards, and roundtable discussions 
 
Notes from Roundtable Discussions 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. In what areas has Homegrown made the most progress? 
2. What needs the most attention? 
3. What have we learned about community engagement? 
4. What’s most important for economic development and food work for 2012? 
 
Unknown Table 
  
Question 1: Progress 

• HGM has created opportunities for people interested in this topic to come together and build a community. 
• Connecting people with financial resources-make it easy for people to access financial support.  
• Getting community members and people out to meetings 
• Gave people the opportunity to do this work 
• Brought together communities that didn’t exist 
• Learning about new topic areas 
• Institutionalizing HGM has raised visibility, given opportunities to work on barriers 
• Has given people clear opportunities to plug in 
• Market bucks/EBT - keep this going and other things that are working. 

   
Question 2: Needs attention. 

• Which rules are prohibitive or not working for the system we’re trying to create and make sure the 
connections we’re making make sense 

• Getting people who don’t know about this world involved 
• Getting people to plug into existing financial resources 
• Ensure that there are continued resources 
• More outreach to get people involved 

• Composting is something that everyone can be involved in 
• Need to help people learn what to do with food once it is harvested 

• Education=canning, cooking 
• System to help farmers use all food, not just market ready-selling seconds at farmers markets helps 

customers and farmers  
• Income generators for leftover produce 

• City purchasing of local food 
• County institutions purchasing of local food 
• Explore model of using other institutions like neighborhood associations to distribute food 
• Instead of expanding markets, use cornerstore or food shelves 
• Transparency and evaluation of efforts to see what is working, how it is working. 

• City as repository for information-reports, maps, projects 
• Credit the organizations that did the work 

• Getting the message out to those who haven’t been involved 
  
Question 3: Community engagement 

• Find out what excites people/communities-they will talk about what they’re excited about 
• People need to know how to easily access financial resources 

  
Question 4: Future Focus Areas 

• City should identify places that are ready for success, help them access funding 



• Opening up venues where city has influence (purchasing of food) 
• Help people figure out how to comply with regulations, identify problem areas and help build capacity and 

infrastructure. 
 
Unknown Table 
Question 2: Needs attention 

• Youth engagement and job training, community service, etc. 
• When proposals get to council level, wealthier neighborhoods block proposals- “not in my neighborhood” 

attitude 
• Infrastructure 
• Continued funding for market bucks 
• Bringing diverse groups of people together 
• More evaluation of what projects are working 

  
Question 3: Community Engagement 

• Important to be engaging 
• Meet people where they are 
• It’s hard work 
• Need to be more accessible language and culture wise, especially with black and latino communities and the 

trauma/oppression associated with growing food - which are also communities with rich food traditions 
• We need more education up front 
• Need to develop consistency 
• Tap concerns about economy by posing HG as about economic development not “fluff” and align HG with 

Cleveland, Baltimore 
 
David’s Table Host Notes from 12/12 Homegrown Event  
 
1. In what areas has Homegrown made the most progress? 
 
In general, people in our group were not familiar with anything Homegrown had achieved; therefore, the 
conversation quickly segued to ways to improve communication and outreach—more community meetings, 
opportunities for community engagement (none specified, although in a different context, engaging faith-based 
communities was suggested) 
 
There was also talk about making more specific asks of the community, or creating engagement opportunities 
with greater specificity, more tailored to the needs/interests of a subset of the food community. 
 
2. What needs the most attention? 
 
Again, communication was a recurring theme.  Generally: focus on kids, food deserts, fresh food aggregation and 
distribution, business incubation.  But there was a long laundry list as well: 
 

• How to help people understand and avoid toxic residues (e.g.: in soil) as they help build the local food 
system 

• Developing and coordinating with a statewide and or national legislative agenda (like to address issues 
related to bullet 1) 

• Defining what it means to be local; in particular in relation to sourcing of products in locally made 
processed foods. 

• Diverse cultural engagement 
• Development of distribution and processing infrastructure, particularly for organic and all-natural products 
• Providing access to capital and credit for local food businesses 



• Connecting residents to resources for mini-gardens (like balcony gardens or gardens/food production in 
other very small spaces) 

• Some more focus on the DID for people living there—gardens on rooftops, corners/dead spaces of parking 
lots, riverfront 

• Aquaponics and/or local foods distribution hub at the armory? 
• Engaging other organizations around Homegrown; in particular, organizations dealing with homelessness, 

poverty 
• Continued incentives for consumers to eat healthily (no specifics) 
• Tax on “junk food” 

 
3. What have we learned about community engagement…(See #1) 
 
4. What’s most important for economic development and food work for 2012? 

• Deepening the investment, in-building, greater surface area utilization, backing for innovative projects 
• Business plan help, food-related technical assistance, learning about and assistance with market research 
• Continuing to develop partnerships with other parts of the city (e.g.: the Park Board) 
• Continue the effort to use corner stores as outlets for healthy, local foods 
• Create special incentives for improving healthy food options in food deserts 

 
Patty’s notes: 
 
Question #2:  What needs most attention in the next phase of HGM? 
 

• More public education regarding where food comes from; how to prepare healthy food (parents and kids) 
• Getting institutions (schools, nursing homes, hospitals) to source food from farms 
• Healthier local foods at food shelves and emergency food assistance programs 
• Employing Minneapolis residents to process locally grown foods (Colle Graddick’s co-op idea) 
• Replicate the Main Street project which runs a Rural Enterprise Center project based in Mpls which 

supports smaller processing facilities for micro entrepreneurs (many of them immigrants.) 
• Work toward a vision of having composting on every block—radically increase composting opportunities. 

 
Question #3—Community Engagement 
 

• Need communal root cellars located in neighborhoods 
• Compost education in water bills 
• Create youtube videos and post on HGM website 
• Most people don’t want to engage at the policy level. 
• Showcase youth programs and work with schools 
• Grow fruit trees that people can glean all over the city.   

 
Question #4—Economic development and food work for the city to take on in 2012:   
 

• Use community kitchens for processing 
• Replicate the Main Street project especially for Latino residents 
• Work on land access issues especially for refugee and immigrant populations who want to access land for 

growing.   
 
 
 
Comments for the Food Council 
 
Tell us where Homegrown Minneapolis has made the most progress over the past few years: 



 
Building a strong network  

• “Connecting the dots” among key people and issues 
• Bringing people with different backgrounds/expertise together, “gathering allies” 
• Empowering and engaging the community through public outreach and involvement 
• More people are involved  
• “Overcoming stigma in population(s) of color” 
• “Institutionalizing and connecting a lot of existing and growing efforts and expertise, making them better 

able to address hurdles and levers of change, particularly around economic opportunity and government 
rules” 

• “Great supportive leaders - Mayor, Council. Members of Food Council original Homegrown founders - the 
many undervalued gardeners and leaders have brought their passion to citizens” 

  
Policy and regulations 

• Urban Agriculture Topical Plan 
• “Starting to change regulations to make it easier to grow, process, distribute, access good local food,”  

especially around gardening, composting, hoop houses, and urban farming.  
• Support for new businesses through changes in regulation, especially for breweries and urban farms 
• Creation of policy umbrella or framework 
• Initiation of local food system infrastructure 
• Connecting producers with governing bodies for legal input 

 
Projects 

• EBT and market bucks at farmers markets 
• Local Food Resource Hubs - making resources and knowledge available 
• Mini markets 
• Business incubation through low interest loans 
• Supporting community gardens 

 
Education 

• Increasing awareness about food issues 
• “Raising awareness and excitement about local food and community gardening” 
• Engagement of youth 
• “messaging around local and organic not being more expensive” 

  
Creating a big picture 

• Starting and/or centralizing a discussion 
• Identifying what’s needed, bringing attention to issues and barriers 
• Setting a vision 
• “Engaging and continuing to engage and give an authentic outlet for residents to create the food system they 

(we) want.” 
• Building an image of Minneapolis as a Local Foods City 
• “Catalyzing the movement by bringing people together to hear about what’s going on, commitment by the 

city to a healthy city.” 
• Creating awareness about Homegrown Minneapolis  
• “Creating a positive culture for re-thinking food systems.” 
• “Making sure conversations like this one continue. 

 
What needs the most attention to further improve our food system in Minneapolis over the next 
year? 
 



Educational Materials 
• Get more information out about current programs, policies, upcoming changes, etc.  

• Use facebook, radio, website activities 
• Awareness/marketing campaigns. (Possibly modeled after Bike Walk Move Week).  

• Specific topics: 
• Clear process map for starting an urban farm (lots of pictures) + key steps 
• Canning and processing. 
• On diabetes in senior living locations. 
• Comparisons, information of CSAs and farmers markets. 
• Explaining the whole food system (where compost, fuel, feedstocks come from and go) 
• Composting 
• Connecting/introducing farmers to consumers 
• Doing “urban gardening on a deck.” We need to advance veg gardening for apt/condo/townhouse 

residents. Some people can’t have or don’t do community gardening. Deck and rooftop gardens are 
needed.  

• Tap elders, who know how to garden and can. 
• Effective marketing of state of the market and prognosis. 
• Fund social connectors like in Phase I to help engage with visiting resources. 

 
Regulations and policy 

• More transparent and accountable regulations for urban farming 
• “Regulation is onerous and opaque-we tried for a chicken permit this year and it was awful… took 8 

months after we submitted paperwork, no visibility into process, no online info, no accountability on 
time (our new permit expires in 2 months!). This doesn’t feel like encouraging urban ag! Anyone just 
getting into urban ag would have been very discouraged by it.” 

• Extend or remove period for hoop houses to be removed. Hoop houses should be up all year round (not 
just 180 days). 

• Standards for feasible rooftop growing-engineering requirements, roof strength. Change regulationss to 
make rooftops farms viable. 

• Review and revise composting regulations (4x) 
• “Review regulations (zoning, pollution, food safety, etc) and eliminate unnecessary ones.” 
• Please remove the “75 day rule” and leave it up to the market to determine needed business hours and 

business days. (3x) 
• Prioritize local agriculture in development and tax policies. 
• Loan forgiveness for job creation. (2x) 
• Protecting neighborhoods from development that will prevent or displace community gardens and 

gardening. 
  
Children and Youth 

• Focus on school food, more farm to school (4x), both in cafeteria and curriculum 
• Particular needs include change in regulations to allow farm to school programs and more local small, 

medium and large food processors that can serve the schools.  
• Youth programs, especially ages 12-24 
• “Teach kids (who will teach their parents) how to like healthy food and how to cook and prepare and can 

food.” 
• Youth involvement - an “app.” 

 
Infrastructure 

• Small business support 
• Support small and mid-sized processors (5x) and other local food manufacturers (especially low acid 

foods like soups). 
•  Focus business development on underserved areas.  



•  “Connect food entrepreneurs with resources to move their ideas and businesses forward.” Business 
incubation and support that go beyond loans and support businesses throughout the process. (4x) 

• “Jobs-factory, training, mentorship (Will Allen model). Think large scale-so much disappeared in last 
15 years.” 

• 800 W Broadway to be donated to the city and county for a food processing plant. 
• Land and space access 

• Use park land (2x) and/or make other city land more available  
• Land access: more accessible and in neighborhoods where people want/need to garden/food deserts. 
• Access to canning space and equipment. 
• Use the kitchens in closed schools. 
• Provide soil testing and remediation. (2x) 
• Find spaces and strategies for season extension, including year round greenhouses or “maybe indoor 

locations to gather people to make ‘lasagna layer’ type gardens to grow food in winter in a large 
building or bus line.” 

• Food Access 
• “Transportation, as a way of solving the ‘food desert’ in N. Mpls - let’s have a mobile vegetable  cart go 

through the neighborhoods.” 
• “Edible landscaping-how can we get better access to fruiting trees and shrubs in the city? 1 tree per year 

is a start, but more would be great!” 
• A city seed bank accessible to all not just a privileged few. Neighborhood seed banks. “Free seeds.” 
• Make the Hubs more inclusive (2x). “Improve hub system to make more accessible to no/low-income 

people, offering scholarships, accepting EBT, in other languages, better publicity.” 
• Large scale infrastructure changes 

• “Money needs to go to a middle level of infrastructure development: refrigeration, transport, 
commercial kitchens for adding value to crops. Compost availability, food waste collection, etc. needs a 
lot of attention!” 

• “Development of distribution cooperative to store/distribute local produce. Increased supply will power 
the local food movement being better able to infiltrate larger markets; i.e. Schools, hospitals, food 
shelfs and food carts. 

• Support links between care facilities (residential, nursing, hospital) and food prepared and served and 
local food. 

• Expand city composting program and/or encourage local/microlevel composting initiatives. “Policies 
supporting composting -large scale- on every block.” 

• Innovation/ideas/resources centers, a center for food education and innovation. (2x) 
• “Energy- grow lights use a lot of energy-create bio-digesters/electric generation solar, wind.” Solar 

panels on buildings.  
• A Homegrown Minneapolis education center/meeting center/home/site (2x) 
• Tie support in with regional food system, aggregation/distribution/infrastructure.  
• Engage/lead statewide and regional conversations around economic development 

• Other points 
• “Staff and mobilized volunteers enough to reach out and maintain contact/support with churches, 

schools, community institutions, businesses - this takes funding!” (2x) 
• Root cellar development. 
• “Get more butterfly and bee gardens on boulevards if we can’t grow food there.” 

 
Community Engagement 

• Diversify the base throughout Minneapolis, reach out to greater community in general but especially to 
communities of color, particularly at the planning and implementation level.  

• Involve a larger community-immigrant, minority, institutional processors. Reach out to non-English 
speakers. Increase community outreach at a targeted level to bring more residents and more low-income 
community members and people of color. 



• “Infrastructure of Homegrown needs to reflect the communities it needs to serve: immigrant, people of 
color, low income.” “Keep building relationships and diversity!” “Keep improving links to 
communities of color-there is much knowledge and experiences that they can teach.” 

• “Empowering communities of color to become economic drivers of a new food system, to be ‘at the 
table, not on it.’ Supporting existing initiatives within these communities.” 

• How will you reach the people (low income who don’t have good access to local foods) you originally 
wanted to reach?  

• “Facilitate more conversations to link people-perhaps neighborhood based or within faith 
communities.” 

• Reach out to communities of faith, and “churches/cops/firefighters/educators/teachers. 
• More and clearer communication about city and community food initiatives 

• Accessibility to all residents -in more languages, using word of mouth, community leaders, schools, 
variety of methods of communicating, not just reading. 

• “Transparency and evaluation. Collect and publicize which things are working well, for whom, from 
whom’s perspective (i.e. Include diverse evaluation). This will really help figure out which methods, 
activities to continue and how to revise.”  “Evaluating programs to demonstrate benefit.” 

• “Communication-make visible how to connect -create a sense of cohesion.” Offer more opportunities 
for people to meet other people.  

• “Broadening communication to more people about what is happening… ask of people what they can do 
to increase access to and demand for local food.” 

• Website or other ways to connect to the movement and see what is going on and how to connect.  
• “We want leadership, visibility, and leverageable demonstration projects.” 

• “Talk to the grocery industry in the Twin Cities metro! Get in a room with companies like supervalu and 
see what grocery distributors can do to work w/ local growers, stock local foods, provide compostable 
waste, etc.” 

• “Invest in local entrepreneurs who want a place in the local food system-writers of school curriculums, 
canners/food processors, caterers, neighborhood grocers/restaurants.” 

• Support already existing and potential grassroots cooperative efforts that promote economic development 
starting with those who need it most.      

• Build connections with rural communities and farmers (4x) 
• Opportunities for people to step in and step out short term and long term. 
• Engage at all levels-grammar, middle, high and adult. Focus groups-location Jordan Hub. 
• More connections between growers and food shelves. 

 
Suggestions for Other Improvements - Food for Thought 

• Year round access to healthy local food for all! (Repeated often) 
• “Momentum will die if grassroots is neglected and unnourished!” 
• “To get people excited about growing, processing, it might help to focus not only on personal/home 

consumption, but starting to identify and create more demand/use at schools, independent grocers, 
restaurants, hospitals. That would give the program a whole new significance in the eyes of the public, 
potential funders and other potential supporters.” 

• “Need to develop partnership with wealthier neighborhoods so that these neighborhoods feel engaged in 
rule making process… so they won’t throw our process off at last minute in council chambers!” 

• “Use stories and have parties like Detroit.” 
• Emphasize the economic engine to the low income community.  
• Clear links between all these elements -integration!  
• “Fresh fruit and composting on every corner.” 



Homegrown Minneapolis 
2012 Draft Priorities and Topics for Focus 

 
 
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVE – DECEMBER 2011 COMMUNITY MEETING  
 
What needs the most attention to further improve our food system in Minneapolis over the next 
year? 
 
Educational materials 

• Utilize campaigns and social media to spread information and news 
 
Regulations and policy 

• Continue to improve urban agriculture regulations 
• Create incentives for local food production/processing and job growth 

 
Children and youth 

• Improve food in schools 
• Offer opportunities for youth engagement and education 

 
Infrastructure 

• Support small and mid-sized food processors and producers 
• Increase access to land and space for processing and storing food 
• Support small businesses and job growth 
• Find ways to connect large institutions and the rest of the local food system 

 
Community engagement 

• Involve a more diverse group of people, especially low income communities and 
communities of color 

• Improve communication about current city and community food initiatives 
• Build connections with farmers and rural communities 
• Increase transparency and provide clear evaluation of what projects are working 

 
 
CITY/DEPARTMENTS PERSPECTIVE (initial draft compilation from staff) – JANUARY 
2012 
Funding for Homegrown  
Urban Ag Text Amendment 
Sustainability targets  
Permanent EBT (Electronic Benefits Transfer) system at Farmers Markets 
Local, healthy food for school children, seniors, low-income residents 
Local foods in convenience stores 
Food shelf clients have access to healthy, local foods 
More institutions pass healthy food policies 
Local Foods Hub Network continues and expands to other Minneapolis areas 
Sustainable Food Preservation Network 
Local food purchasing policy 
Composting ordinance updates 



OTHER EMERGING IDEAS AND INTEREST 
 

 
 
 
Homegrown Youth Leaders 

Develop Proposal for Arts Place Grant for fall 

Re-apply for Farmers Market Promotion Program for fall 

Stormwater and Urban Ag (see email from Fresh Water Society in Section 6 of packet) 

Expanding Food Growing at Public Housing 

Alternative Financing Methods (investor clubs) 

 

 

 





The Food Trust Report:   Food for Every Child – The Need for More Supermarkets in Minnesota 
(January 2012 
 
www.thefoodtrust.org/minnesota 
 

http://www.thefoodtrust.org/minnesota














Cereals and cereal products $21,566,960 $136 2.54%

Bakery products $45,318,740 $286 5.34%

Beef $32,161,691 $203 3.79%

Pork $17,793,405 $112 2.10%

Other meats $13,543,694 $86 1.60%

Poultry $17,249,338 $109 2.03%

Fish and seafood $12,736,103 $80 1.50%

Eggs $5,550,897 $35 0.65%

Fresh milk and cream $21,509,390 $136 2.54%

Other dairy products $34,564,391 $218 4.07%

Fresh fruits $27,986,811 $177 3.30%

Fresh vegetables $25,991,547 $164 3.06%

Processed fruits $14,833,287 $94 1.75%

Processed vegetables $13,957,943 $88 1.65%

Sugar and other sweets $19,769,312 $125 2.33%

Fats and oils $12,008,134 $76 1.42%

Miscellaneous foods $100,187,883 $633 11.81%

Nonalcoholic beverages $42,390,983 $268 5.00%

Food away from home $369,211,804 $2,331 43.52%

Total $848,332,313 $5,356 100.00%

Per Household 

Expenditure ($/year)
Budget Share 

Minneapolis Total 

Household Expenditure 

Food Expenditures in Minneapolis (Based on 2008 CEX)

Food Category

Data extracted and regressions run by Yuki Wang at U of M Food Industry Center 



Homegrown Minneapolis Food Council  
Interest Sharing Worksheet 

 
 
 

1. Describe any past personal or professional experience that is relevant to the food system 
in Minneapolis. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What unique perspective do you bring to the Food Council? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. List your current food-system related interests and activities (please include boards 

served on and companies worked for).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  List your top three priorities for this Homegrown Minneapolis for the next 2 years. 
 



 

Farmers Market  

Subcommittee  

  

Gardens  

Subcommittee 

Small Enterprise  

Urban Ag  

Subcommittee 

Commercial 

Use 

Subcommittee 

Steering Committee 

City Council 

Task Force 

workgroup 
workgroup 

workgroup workgroup workgroup workgroup 
workgroup 

January – April 2009:  Community 

members made recommendations 

to the Steering Committee 

June 2009:  Recommendations 

submitted to City Council 

June–Sept 2009:  Council 

Resolution established Implement-

ation Task Force to guide and 

move work forward 

Sept 2009–July 2011:  Task Force 

and workgroups implement priority 

recommendations 

January 2012:  

Homegrown Mpls Food 

Council begins  



Implementation 

Working Groups 

Community 

Garden 

Pilot 

Regulatory 

Review 

Local Food 

Indicator 

Food 

Access 

Local Food  

Purchasing  

Policy 

Urban Ag 

Policy Plan 

Farmers 

Markets 

Small 

Enterprise 

Urban Ag 



This inventory was created 
in response to one of the 

recommendations that emerged 
from the fi rst phase of the 

Homegrown Minneapolis initiative:

Complete an inventory of community 
kitchen facilities that can be used 

for a variety of local foods purposes 
(including individual and small 

business level processing, storage, 
aggregation, and preservation; 

communal cooking instruction and 
nutrition education). 

For more information about 
Homegrown Minneapolis, please visit: 

www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/
dhfs/homegrown-home.asp

Please contact us 
with comments and questions 

pertaining to this inventory and the 
Homegrown Minneapolis initiative.

June Mathiowetz
Homegrown Minneapolis

Minneapolis Health & Family Support

June.Mathiowetz@
ci.minneapolis.mn.us

612-673-2027

Updated July 2011

Who uses community kitchens?
• Small business owners who process their own food products, run 

catering companies, or teach cooking classes; 

• Individuals or community groups who process garden or farmers’ 
market produce, run classes, or hold other events; and 

• Anyone who needs a large, well-equipped, affordable kitchen space!   

I want to use a community kitchen. What should I do?
If you want to use a kitchen for personal use, fi nd the closest one on this list 
and give them a call. If you have other schools, parks, churches, or 
organizations in your neighborhood, you could try them too. 

For business uses, calling 3-1-1 or visiting www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/mdr/ for 
assistance from Minneapolis Development Review is a great way to start.

What is the “Pickle Bill”
The “Pickle Bill” allows an individual who pickles or cans certain foods at 
home (or in a community kitchen!) to sell up to $5,000 per year of product 
at farmers’ markets and social and community events. 

For more information, 
see the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s Pickle Bill Fact Sheet: 
www.mda.state.mn.us/en/food/safety/minn-food-code-fact-sheets/pickle-bill.aspx

Community 
Kitchen 

Facilities in 
Minneapolis

Most park kitchens are free for nonprofi t and government use 
and up to $35 an hour for private use.

Community Kitchen Facilities 
Available for Local Food Preparation, Processing, and Preservation



Community Kitchen Facilities in Minneapolis 
Available for Local Food Preparation, Processing, and Preservation

* Most park kitchens are free for nonprofi t and government use and up to $35 an hour for private use.

Site Type Address Phone Email Fee
Commercial 
food license

C
en

tr
al

/P
h

ill
ip

s/
S

ew
ar

d

Brackett Recreation Center Park 2728 39th Ave. S 370-4924 brackett@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

East Phillips Park Cultural 
and Community Center

Park 2307 17th Ave. S 370-4888 $0-$35*

Commons at Augsburg Cater 720 22nd Ave S 359-6470 jahrens@aviands.com Yes Yes

Elliot Recreation Center Park 1000 14th St. E 370-4772 elliot@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Grace University 
Lutheran Church

Church 324 Harvard St. SE 379-1363 info@graceattheu.org Varies

Loring Park 
Community Arts Center

Park 1382 Willow St. 370-4929 loring@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Kitchen in the Market Cater 920 Lake St. E. 872-4041 info@midtownglobalmarket.org 
Annual 

contract
Yes

Matthews Recreation Center Park 2313 28th Ave. S 370-4950 matthews@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Peavey Recreation Center Park 730 22nd St. E 370-4967 peavey@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Plymouth 
Congregational Church

Church 1900 Nicollet Ave. 871-7400 churchinfo@plymouth.org Yes

Stewart Recreation Center Park 2700 12th Ave. S 370-4932 stewart@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Whittier Recreation Center Park 425 26th St. W 370-4966 whittier@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Lo
ng

fe
llo

w
/N

o
ko

m
is

Hiawatha School 
Recreation Center

Park 4305 42nd St. E 370-4952 Hiawatha@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Keewaydin Recreation Center Park 3030 53rd St. E 370-4956 keewaydin@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Lake Hiawatha 
Recreation Center

Park 2701 44th St. E 370-4930 lakehiawatha@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Lake Nokomis 
Community Center

Park
2401 

E. Minnehaha Pkwy.
370-4923 nokomis@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Longfellow Recreation Center Park 3435 36th Ave. S 370-4957 longfellow@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

McRae Recreation Center Park 906 47th St. E 370-4909 mcrae@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Morris Recreation Center Park 5531 39th Ave. S 370-4934 morris@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Oakland Avenue 
United Methodist Church

Church 4405 Oakland Ave. S 823-4483 mplsoakland@comcast.net Yes

Sibley Recreation Center Park 1900 40th St. E 370-4954 sibley@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Watershed High School School 4544 4th Ave. S 871-4363 pgrant@watershedhs.org 



Community Kitchen Facilities in Minneapolis 
Available for Local Food Preparation, Processing, and Preservation

* Most park kitchens are free for nonprofi t and government use and up to $35 an hour for private use.

Site Type Address Phone Email Fee
Commercial 
food license

N
o

rt
h

ea
st

Audubon Recreation Center Park 1320 29th Ave. NE 370-4910 audubon@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Bottineau Recreation Center Park 2000 2nd St. NE 370-4958 bottineau@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Grace United 
Methodist Church

Church 2510 NE Cleveland St. 789-7462 gracechurch@qwest.net Yes

Little Kitchen Food Shelf - 
NorthEast Community 

Shelf 697 13th Ave. NE 788-2444 jennifer@necommunity.net 

Logan Recreation Center Park 690 13th Ave. NE 370-4927 logan@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Luxton Recreation Center Park 112 St. Marys Ave. SE 370-4925 luxton@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Northeast Recreation Center Park 1615 Pierce St. NE 370-4920 northeast@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Van Cleve Recreation Center Park 901 15th Ave. SE 370-4926 vancleve@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Waite Park Recreation Center Park 1810 34th Ave. NE 370-4959 waite@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Windom Northeast 
Recreation Center

Park 2251 Hayes St. NE 370-4905 windom@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Creekview Recreation Center Park 5001 Humboldt Ave. N 370-4965 creekview@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

N
o

rt
h

si
d

e

Farview Recreation Center Park 621 29th Ave. N 370-4922 farview@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Folwell Recreation Center Park 1615 Dowling Ave N 370-4917 folwell@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Kindred Kitchen 
(opening soon)

Org 1200 W. Broadway Ave. 877-4000
camille

@catalystcommunitypartners.com 

North Commons 
Recreation Center

Park 1801 James Ave. N 370-4921 northcommons@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

River of Life 
Lutheran Church

Church 2200 Fremont Ave. N 521-7655 leeannmpomrenke@gmail.com $75

Webber Community Center Park 4400 Dupont Ave. N 370-4916 webber@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Corcoran Recreation Center Park 3332 20th Ave. S 370-4919 corcoran@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

P
o

w
d

er
h

o
rn

/P
ea

rl

Crossroads 
Community Organization

Org 3901 Chicago Ave. 827-2504 calvarympls@visi.com Varies Yes

Fuller Recreation Center Park 4800 Grand Ave. S 370-4963 fuller@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Green Central Gym Park 3416 4th Ave. S 370-4918 green@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Pearl Recreation Center Park 414 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 370-4906 pearl@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Powderhorn 
Recreation Center

Park 3400 15th Ave. S 370-4960 powderhorn@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*



Community Kitchen Facilities in Minneapolis 
Available for Local Food Preparation, Processing, and Preservation

* Most park kitchens are free for nonprofi t and government use and up to $35 an hour for private use.

Site Type Address Phone Email Fee
Commercial 
food license

S
o

ut
h

w
es

t

Armatage Recreation Center Park 2500 57th St. W 370-4912 armatage@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Bryant Square 
Recreation Center

Park 3101 Bryant Ave. S 370-4907 bryantsq@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Dr. Martin Luther King 
Recreation Center

Park 4055 Nicollet Ave. S 370-4908 king@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Kenwood Community Center Park 2101 Franklin Ave. W 370-4941 kenwood@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Linden Hills 
Recreation Center

Park 3100 43rd St. W 370-4913 lindenhills@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Lyndale Farmstead 
Recreation Center

Park 3900 Bryant Ave. S 370-4948
lyndalefarmstead

@minneapolisparks.org
$0-$35*

Lynnhurst Recreation Center Park
1345 Minnehaha 

Pkwy. W
370-4914 lynnhurst@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Painter Recreation Center Park 620 34th St. W 370-4911 painter@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Pershing Recreation Center Park 3523 48th St. W 370-4928 pershing@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*

Windom South 
Community Center

Park 5843 WentworthAve. S 370-4980 windomsouth@minneapolisparks.org $0-$35*
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ALL FOOD MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS IN MINNEAPOLIS (12-16-11data) 
www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisResults.jsp 
 
Search Criteria:  
City: MINNEAPOLIS 
County: HENNEPIN 
License Type: FOOD BROKER, RETAIL FOOD HANDLER, RETAIL MOBILE FOOD HANDLER, WHOLESALE FOOD HANDLER, WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU, WHOLESALE FOOD PROC/MANU - USDA 
Unexpired Licenses Only 
License Holders Only 
 
Number of Licenses: 177 
 

NAME ADDRESS1 ADDRESS2 CITY STATE ZIP COUNTY LICENSE LICENSE TYPE 

ABDULAH ABDIRSAK 717 1/2 EAST 
LAKE ST  MINNEAPOLIS MN 55407 HENNEPIN 20113249 

WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU 

ABOUKHALIL KHALIL 
2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN 
AVE 

 MINNEAPOLIS MN 55413 HENNEPIN 20042611 

WHOLESALE FOOD 
HANDLER 

ABOUKHALIL KHALIL 

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN 
AVE BLDG 10-
101 

 MINNEAPOLIS MN 55413 HENNEPIN 20134060 

WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU 

ADDIES SWEET SECRETS LLC  1625 LAGOON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20127913  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

ADM MILLING CO  
3745 
HIAWATHA 
AVE S  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20000090  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

ADM MILLING CO  
3501 
HIAWATHA 
AVE S  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20000354  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

AIYESE TIMOTHY O DBA 
MINNESOTA INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE PARTNERS  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20131120  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

AMERICAN IMPORTING 
COMPANY INC  

550 KASOTA 
AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20086590  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

ANDREW MARK DBA REAL S 
MORES  

4626 
EMERSON 
AVE S  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55419  HENNEPIN  20125109  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

ANTIE ANGELS BAKED 
GOODS  

1625 LAGOON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20130544  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

ASIANA CUISINE 
ENTERPRISES INC DBA 
ASIANA CUISINE  

1540 NEW 
BRIGHTON 
BLVD  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20104942  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

AT LAST! GOURMET FOODS  2101 E 24TH 
ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20002832  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU - USDA  

AUNT ELSES AEBLESKIVER 
INC  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20111950  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

AUNT MARGUARITES 
CHOCOLATE POPCORN  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20132900  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

AUNT MARGUARITES 
CHOCOLATE POPCORN  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20132901  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 

HANDLER  

B & W SPECIALTY COFFEE CO  
2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN 
AVE BOX 70  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20028331  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

B T MCELRATH 
CHOCOLATIER  

2010 E 
HENNEPIN 
AVE # 78  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20041107  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

BASCIANI MUSHROOM FARMS 
MN  

776 KASOTA 
AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20055008  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

BENADIR IMPORTS  
2216 
SNELLING 
AVE#100  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20120809  WHOLESALE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039441  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039442  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039443  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  
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http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20055008%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20120809%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20039441%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20039442%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20039443%20


BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039444  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039446  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039447  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039449  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039450  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20039451  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BIG BELL ICE CREAM INC  
3218 
SNELLING 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20054767  WHOLESALE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BILYRAYS OLD STYLE SWEET 
& SPICY BARBAQUE SAUCE  

1301 10TH 
AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20125103  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

BILYRAYS SWEET & SPICY 
BARBECUE SAUCE LLC DBA 
BILY RAYS BBQ SAUCE 
STORAGE  

2201 2ND ST 
N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20129745  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

BIRCHBERRY  4821 ELLIOT 
AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55417  HENNEPIN  20110942  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 

HANDLER  

BOOM ISLAND BREWING CO  2207 NORTH 
2ND ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20134662  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

BROWNS ICE CREAM CO  

3501 
MARSHALL 
ST NE STE 
150  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20094500  WHOLESALE FOOD 
HANDLER  

BRUEGGERS ENTERPRISES 
INC  

1311 EAST 
FRANKLIN 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20029043  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

CAFE FINSPANG LLC  920 LAKE ST 
E #148     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20127372  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 

HANDLER  

CAFETERIA LA LOMA INC  1837 EAST 
38TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20077183  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

CALCO SPROUTS INC  
2751 
MINNEHAHA 
AVE S  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20071252  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

CAPITAL DISTRIBUTION LLC  
2216 
SNELLING 
AVE S #300  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20126582  WHOLESALE FOOD 
HANDLER  

CASCARINO JENNIFER DBA 
COOKIES A LA MAIN  

1625 LAGOON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20127778  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

CAYENNE COMPANY INC  2235 EAST 
38TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20111552  RETAIL FOOD HANDLER  

CHAMBERLAIN MARGARET 
DBA FRONT PORCH BAKERY  

1625 LAGOON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20129034  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

CHAS A BERNICK 
INCORPORATED  

113 27TH AVE 
NE STE P     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20127804  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

CHEF SHACK  
2509 
GARFIELD 
AVE S #2  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405  HENNEPIN  20125020  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 
HANDLER  

CHEM/SERV INC  715 8TH ST 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20037667  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

CHRISTOFEL COREY DBA 
GLUTEN FREELY  

1 GENERAL 
MILLS BLVD     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55426  HENNEPIN  20131341  RETAIL MOBILE FOOD 

HANDLER  

CHUBBY GIRL CHEESECAKES  920 EAST 
LAKE ST #107     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20131778  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

CRE 8 IT INC  
3130 
TALMAGE 
AVE SE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20044805  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

CRE 8 IT INC  500 KASOTA 
AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20081125  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20039444%20
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http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20127778%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20111552%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129034%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20127804%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20125020%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20037667%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131341%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131778%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20044805%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20081125%20


CROWELL LAURIE DBA 
GOLDEN FIG  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN 
AVE  

SUITE 106, 
BOX 55  MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20066269  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

 
 

NAME ADDRESS1 ADDRESS2 CITY STATE ZIP COUNTY LICENSE LICENSE TYPE 

DAMICO HOLDING COMPANY DBA 
DAMICO & SONS EAST HENNEPIN  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE 
BOX 50  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20101952  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

DAVIS JOSEPH DBA MAHA 
MUFFIN COMPANY  1625 LAGOON AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20128774  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

DESSCO INTERNATIONAL CO INC 
DBA DESSCO SPECIALTY 
COFFEE COMPANY  

202 22ND AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20078520  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

DIAMOND FOODS WHOLESALER 
INC  

3012 PILLSBURY 
AVENUE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20133646  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

DIVERSIFIED COFFEE PRODUCTS 
INC DBA UPPER MIDWEST 
GOURMET  

1901 TRAFFIC ST 
NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20085762  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

DOGWOOD COFFEE LLC  1209 TYLER ST NE 
#150     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20132794  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

DOLLAR TREE STORES INC DBA 
DOLLAR TREE # 3922  

1221 EAST 
FRANKLIN AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20109538  RETAIL FOOD 

HANDLER  

DRAGON FIRE INC  1919 BROADWAY 
ST NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20100616  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

DREAMLAND TRADING INC  3040 4TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20112764  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

DREWS CONCESSIONS LLC  4653 13TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20066041  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

DUBOIS DISTRIBUTING  3434 JOHNSON ST 
NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20046872  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

EL CHINELO PRODUCE INC  2932 CLINTON AVE 
S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20112172  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

EL CHINELO PRODUCE INC  3205 SNELLING 
AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20128152  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

ESPRESSO SERVICES INC  1026 CENTRAL 
AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20130769  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

EVENT SALES INC  3359 CENTRAL 
AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20000356  FOOD BROKER  

EVERFRESH FOOD 
CORPORATION  

501 HURON BLVD 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20001191  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

FIESTA IN AMERICA  920 EAST LAKE ST 
STE 115     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20120986  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

FISCHERS UNITED SUPPLY  144 13TH AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20000652  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

FOXY FALAFEL  4600 NICOLLET 
AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55419  HENNEPIN  20134123  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

FULTON LLC DBA FULTON BEER  414 6TH AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55401  HENNEPIN  20133882  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

G O CORPORATION DBA G O 
FRESH  

2521 HENNEPIN 
AVE E     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20084602  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

GARCIA GERMAN DBA 
ESMERALDA ICE CREAM  

7500 OLIVER AVE 
S # 2     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55423  HENNEPIN  20130922  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

GENERAL MILLS INC  PURITY OATS 
DIVISION  

1201 
JACKSON ST 
NE  

MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20000347  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

GENERAL MILLS INC DBA 
GENERAL MILLS RIVERSIDE 
TECHNICAL CTR  

330 UNIVERSITY 
AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20001136  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

GLOBAL TRADING OF MN INC  3515 HENNEPIN 
AVE STE B-1     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20026338  FOOD BROKER  

GOLD STAR DISTRIBUTION INC  315 HARRISON ST    MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20088146  WHOLESALE 
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NE  FOOD HANDLER  

GOPHER GROCERY INC  900 SIXTH AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20127413  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

GOURMET SNACK AUTHORITY 
LLC  

2600 UNIVERSITY 
AVE SE STE 201     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20133620  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

GRAND PERE WINES INC  701 24TH AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55410  HENNEPIN  20134218  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

GREAT CIAO INC  1201 DUPONT AVE 
N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20071660  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

GREAT NORTHERN BAKING 
COMPANY LLC THE  443 HOOVER ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20055385  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

GRENDAHL SHANNON JASON 
DBA IOWA STEAK CO  

3424 STEVENS 
AVE APT #4     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20134779  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

GUBARA RUDWAN DBA M & MS 
BROS  5113 GIRARD AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55430  HENNEPIN  20132800  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

HANDKE WILLIAM F DBA GUD BAR  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20134233  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HARRIET BREWING COMPANY 
LLC  

3036 MINNEHAHA 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20128538  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HAWKINS INC  3100 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20069970  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HEADWATERS INTERNATIONAL 
DBA PEACE COFFEE  

2801 21ST AVE S 
STE 130     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20083193  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HIGGINS F MIKE DBA FISH GUYS 
THE  

301 ROYALSTON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405  HENNEPIN  20089528  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HOLYLAND FACTORY LLC  1617 CENTRAL 
AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20111852  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

HOMETOWN MARKET 
CORPORATION  

4711 36TH AVENUE 
N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55422  HENNEPIN  20132122  RETAIL FOOD 

HANDLER  

IMPACT MAILING OF MINNESOTA 
INC  

4600 LYNDALE AVE 
N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55412  HENNEPIN  20083062  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

INSTANTWHIP MINNEAPOLIS INC  2850 ANTHONY LN 
S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20128015  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

INTELLIGENT NUTRIENTS LLC  983 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20101139  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
MANUFACTURE  

2910 PILLSBURY 
AVE STE 228     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20128777  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

J D HUNTER LLC  1620 WEST 98TH 
STREET SUITE 150     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55431  HENNEPIN  20133660  FOOD BROKER  

J J TAYLOR DISTRIBUTING 
COMPANY OF MINNESOTA INC  

701 INDUSTRIAL 
BLVD NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20130729  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

JOHNSON THOMAS M DBA TOMS 
CATERING  

5907 GIRARD AVE 
S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55419  HENNEPIN  20120792  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

KEEFER COURT FOOD INC  2737 MINNEHAHA 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20033564  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

KELBRO COMPANY DBA 
CARBONIC MACHINES  2900 5TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20002162  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

KIDANE IYASU ASSEGEDECH DBA 
REBECCAS BAKERY  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20128323  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

 
 

NAME ADDRESS1 ADDRESS2 CITY STATE ZIP COUNTY LICENSE LICENSE TYPE 

KOSTROSKI WAYNE & HAUGEN 
MARK DBA FRANKLIN STREET 
BAKERY  

1020 EAST FRANKLIN 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20084806  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

KRAMARCZUK SAUSAGE CO 
INC  215 E HENNEPIN AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414-  HENNEPIN  20124107  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  
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http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20133620%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20134218%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20071660%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20055385%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20134779%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132800%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20134233%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128538%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20069970%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20083193%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20089528%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20111852%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132122%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20083062%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128015%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20101139%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128777%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20133660%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20130729%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20120792%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20033564%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20002162%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128323%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20084806%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20124107%20


KWONG TUNG  1840 E 38TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407-
2964  HENNEPIN  20000824  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

L C FINNS LLC  2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE 3-022     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20132415  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

LANDERS CHESTER DBA 
CHESTER LANDERS SEAFOOD  4115 38TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20132145  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

LAURENT BROS KETTLE KORN  2201 UPTON AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20072649  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

LEAHY TRADING COMPANY LLC  
2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE 
BLDG # 3  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20129277  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

LILY MACB LLC  901 NORTH 3RD ST 
STE 123     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55401  HENNEPIN  20113944  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

LINDQUIST JON DBA IOWA 
STEAK  343 15TH AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20130264  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

LIVING WATER GARDENS INC  1 EAST 26TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20121826  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

LOCAL ROOTS LLC  5854 IRVING AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55419  HENNEPIN  20133440  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

LUCILLES KITCHEN GARDEN  2010 EAST 
HENNIPEN STE 101     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20122343  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

M & S CONCESSIONS DBA 
DIPSTIX  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE  

BLDG 2 STE 
14  MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20069797  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

MALAH INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
INC  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN 10 103     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20132389  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

MANDILE FRUIT CO INC  260 FREMONT AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405  HENNEPIN  20050383  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

MASTERSON DEBORAH DBA 
REMEDY GATHERING PLACE 
LLC THE  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20130942  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

METRO PRODUCE 
DISTRIBUTORS INC  2700 28TH ST E     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406-

1510  HENNEPIN  20082156  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

MIDWEST NORTHERN INC  3105 COLUMBIA AVE 
NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20000307  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

MIDWEST PANTRY LLC DBA 
MIDWEST PANTRY  

2010 EAST 
HENNIPEN AVE STE 
3 022  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20129276  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

MINNESOTA MEATS  4429 28TH AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20132890  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

MINNESOTA PRODUCE INC  2801 WAYZATA BLVD     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405-
2130  HENNEPIN  20016551  FOOD BROKER  

MINNESOTA SLIM INC  3501 MARSHALL NE 
ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20106638  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

MORNINGSTAR COFFEE CO  2309 SNELLING AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20088223  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NABILA TRADING INC  2500 25TH ST E     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20113015  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

NEW FRENCH BAKERY INC THE 
DBA NEW FRENCH BAKERY  2609 26TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20041513  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NEW FRENCH BAKERY INC THE 
DBA NEW FRENCH BAKERY  828 KASOTA AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20103969  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NEW VENUE LLC  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20129510  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NEW YORK PLAZA PRODUCE 
INC  1304 EAST LAKE ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20107395  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NINA WONG LLC  1500 EAST    MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20128522  WHOLESALE 

http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20000824%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132415%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132145%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20072649%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129277%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20113944%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20130264%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20121826%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20133440%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20122343%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20069797%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132389%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20050383%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20130942%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20082156%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20000307%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129276%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132890%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20016551%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20106638%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20088223%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20113015%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20041513%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20103969%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129510%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20107395%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128522%20


HENNEPIN AVE  FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

NORTHBOUND ORGANICS INC  2700 EAST 28TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20127826  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

OLSEN FISH COMPANY  2115 2ND ST N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20047157  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

ONYX INTERNATIONAL INC  1 EAST 26TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20123259  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

PASHEN CORPORATION  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20129028  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

PATRON SAINT INC DBA 
SAINTS FOOD SERVICE  3243 SNELLING AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20073562  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

PETER PAN CONCESSIONS  1029 VINCENT AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20009131  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

PIZZA LUCE INC DBA PIZZA 
LUCE  119 NORTH 4TH ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55401  HENNEPIN  20125342  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

POHL FOOD SERVICE INC  510 KASOTA AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20080271  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

PREMIUM WATERS INC  2100 SUMMER ST 
STE 200     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20039766  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

PROPER PEOPLE LLC  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20131253  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

PS FOODS LLC DBA CAFFREYS 
DELI & SUBS  

1915 LYNDALE AVE S 
#101     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55403  HENNEPIN  20132287  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

RENEU CONCEPTS 
CORPORATION  

2300 KENNEDY ST 
NE STE 250     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20130109  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

RY KRISP PLANT  824 6TH AVE SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20001317  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SADIA HOT SAUCE SOLUTIONS 
CORPORATION  

2216 SNELLING AVE 
S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20131692  WHOLESALE 

FOOD HANDLER  

SALSA LADY  920 EAST LAKE ST 
#107     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20131372  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

SAMOSA DELUXE INTL  2605 NICOLLET AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405  HENNEPIN  20128204  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SAUCE ANNA LISA LLC  336 HOOVER ST NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20127527  
WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SECOND HARVEST 
HEARTLAND  

3100 CALIFORNIA ST 
NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20076840  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SEVEN SUNDAYS, LLC  5204 BLOOMINGTON 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55417  HENNEPIN  20131448  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SHANGHAI WHOLESALE LLC  
451 EAST 
INDUSTRIAL BLVD 
NE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20102640  WHOLESALE 
FOOD HANDLER  

SHEGA FOODS INC  2111 EAST FRANKLIN 
AVE #3     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20121397  

WHOLESALE 
FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

 
 

NAME ADDRESS1 ADDRESS2 CITY STATE ZIP COUNTY LICENSE LICENSE TYPE 

SITOS AUTHENTIC LEBANESE 
CUISINE  

602 UNIVERSITY 
AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20122004  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

SOLOMONS SNACKS & 
BAKERY  

2401 CENTRAL 
AVE NE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55418  HENNEPIN  20126726  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

SOMAMERICAN FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES INC  

2910 PILLSBURY 
AVE # 224     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20128831  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

SONNYS ICE CREAM INC DBA 
SONNYS ICE CREAM  

3401 LYNDALE 
AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20037532  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

STROTHER STARLEIGH W DBA 
CLASS DEFINED CATERING  

1210 WEST 
BROADWAY AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20134276  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20127826%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20047157%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20123259%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129028%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20073562%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20009131%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20125342%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20080271%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20039766%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131253%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20132287%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20130109%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20001317%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131692%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131372%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128204%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20127527%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20076840%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20131448%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20102640%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20121397%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20122004%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20126726%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128831%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20037532%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20134276%20


SUNSHINE BAKERY LLC  1200 WEST 
BROADWAY AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20128210  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

SURDYKS FLIGHTS INC DBA 
SURDYKS FLIGHTS  BLDG 10 #104  

2010 EAST 
HENNEPIN AVE 
STE 10  

MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55413  HENNEPIN  20126804  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

SWANSON MEATS INC  2700 26TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20002243  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU - USDA  

SWEET JULES GIFTS LLC  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20129962  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

TASTEE BLENDS LLC  1210 WEST 
BROADWAY     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55411  HENNEPIN  20129878  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

THOMASINAS CASHEW 
BRITTLE INC DBA 
THOMASINAS CASHEW 
BRITTLE  

2437 PARK AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20111028  RETAIL MOBILE 
FOOD HANDLER  

THOMASINAS CASHEW 
BRITTLE INC DBA 
THOMASINAS CASHEW 
BRITTLE  

2608 BLAISDEL 
AVE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20112584  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

TORTILLAS PAYAN LLC  2616 27TH AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20095572  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

TORTILLERIA LA PERLA LLC 
DBA TORTILLERIA LA PERLA  

1515 LAKE ST E 
#101     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20050766  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

TWIN CITY PRODUCE SUPPLY 
INC  

744 KASOTA CIR 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20010015  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

UNITED NOODLE 
WHOLESALES INC  

201 ROYALSTON 
AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55405  HENNEPIN  20091768  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

UPTOWN OVENS LLC DBA 
PANINI CREATIONS  

818 24TH AVE 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20107058  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

W W JOHNSON MEATS INC  1929 EAST 24TH 
ST     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20000821  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU - USDA  

WHOLESALE PRODUCE 
SUPPLY LLC  

752 KASOTA CIR 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20104875  WHOLESALE FOOD 

HANDLER  

WILLIAMS DEAN E DBA JIMMY 
CRACK KETTLE CORN  3805 41ST AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55406  HENNEPIN  20110974  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

WILNER ANN & GEORGE DBA 
WILNERS WATKINS PRODUCTS  3324 1ST AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55408  HENNEPIN  20075296  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

WORLDWIDE FISH & SEAFOOD 
INC  

2330 
MINNEHAHA 
AVE  

   MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55404  HENNEPIN  20000826  WHOLESALE FOOD 
PROC/MANU  

WORRE JOE DBA MIDWEST 
BEST  

7809 COLORADO 
AVE N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55443  HENNEPIN  20129057  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

WOW! GOURMET LLC  2116 COMO AVE 
SE     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55414  HENNEPIN  20130931  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

WULEK JOHN DBA PRODUCE 
EXCHANGE  

920 EAST LAKE 
ST # 131     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20104560  RETAIL MOBILE 

FOOD HANDLER  

YONS FOODS LLC  4706 CEDAR 
AVE S     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55407  HENNEPIN  20100617  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

ZUCCAROS FRUIT & PRODUCE 
CO  1000 3RD ST N     MINNEAPOLIS  MN  55401  HENNEPIN  20000491  WHOLESALE FOOD 

PROC/MANU  

 

http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20128210%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20126804%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20002243%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129962%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20129878%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20111028%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20112584%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20095572%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20050766%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20010015%20
http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20091768%20
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http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20110974%20
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http://www2.mda.state.mn.us/webapp/lis/LisDetails.jsp?food=y&linkval=20000491%20
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Fresh Food Outlets

Minneapolis, 2011
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“Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs”   

        The Bruntland Commission, Our Common Future, 1987  

by not systematically 
degrading the social 

system

by not systematically 
degrading the ecological 

system

...by chemical 
means

...by physical 
means

...by abusing
political power and 

responsibility

...by abusing 
economic power and 

responsibility

Sustainability 
Principle #4

 To eliminate our 
contribution to the 

systematic undermining 
of people’s capacity to 

meet their needs 

Sustainability 
Principle #2

To eliminate our 
contribution to the 
systematic increase 
in concentrations of 
substances produced 

by society

Sustainability 
Principle #1

To eliminate our 
contribution to the 

systematic increase in 
concentrations of 
materials from the 

Earth’s crust

Sustainability 
Principle #3

To eliminate our 
contribution to 

systematic degradation 
by physical means

from imports into 
the biosphere from 

the lithosphere

from activities 
within the biosphere

e.g.
corruption

e.g. 
through 
oil & gas 
drilling

e.g. 
through 
mining

e.g. 
large-scale 

production of 
persistent 
chemicals

e.g. 
leaking 

substances 
from technical 

loops

e.g. 
over-

harvesting

e.g. strip 
mining where 

land is not 
restored

e.g. non-livable 
wages

e.g. 
discrimination

e.g. 
unsafe 
work 
place

WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY?

Selecting and prioritizing 
actions which are in accordance with 

these 4 sustainability principles 
helps organizations make 

meaningful progress towards 
sustainability. 

ᶴ
  VALUE 

STATEMENT

Choosing sustainable 
development is a

ᶴSCIENCE

Once we decide we 
want to become 

sustainable, then we use 

to tell us what that 
means

Holmberg, John, Karl-Henrik Robèrt, and Karl-Erik Eriksson. 1996. Socio-ecological principles for sustainability. In Getting Down 
To Earth - Practical Applications of Ecological Economics, International Society of Ecological Economics, edited by R. Costanza et al. 
Washington DC, USA. 
Ny, Henrik, Jamie MacDonald, Göran Broman, Ryoichi Yamamoto, and Karl-Henrik Robèrt. 2006. Sustainability constraints as system 
boundaries: an approach to making life-cycle management strategic. Journal of Industrial Ecology 10(1). 
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